Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



I 





m'ii- 



I ■■ n V! 

s' . f 

C *■■ ■<•.■ -. 



I . .*3. 

». .A--i.-. 






*•"! 



!?!: '••-•* 




THE 

GREEK TRAGIC THEATRE : 

CONTAINING 

JESCHYLUS BY DR. POTTER, 
SOPHOCLES BY DR. FRANCKLIN, 

AND 

EURIPIDES BY MICH. WODHULL, ESQ. 

A NEW EDITION, 
Revised and conected throughottt by the Translaimr; 

WITH 

A DISSERTATION ON ANTIENT TRAGEDY, 

BY THOMAS FRANCKLIN, D. D. 

X.ATB GREEK PROFESSOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 

« 

IN FIVE VOLUMES. 



VOL. V. CONTAINING EURIPIDE??. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR JOHN WALKER ; T. PAYNE ; VERNOR, HOOD, A 8IIARPE j 
R. lEA ; J. NUNN ; CUTHELL Sc MARTIN J E. JEFFERY ; LONGMAN, 
HURST, REES, ANDORME; LACHINGTON, ALLEN, & CO.; J. BOOKER 3 
J. RICHARDSON; BLACK, PARRY, Sc KINGSBURY; J. FAULDER ; 
J. A8PERNE; AND J. HARRIS. 

ISO9, 



^. 1 ■ 



CONTENTS. 



VOL. III. 

PAGE. 

Helen l 

Ion 89 

Hebcules Distracted 177 

Electra , 243 

Fragments , 311 

Index 425 



f 

L 



{ 



H EL^^ 



Concordia for®* 



Atque pudicHiaet 



3 



PERSONS OF THE DRAMA. 



TEUCER. 

CHORU» OF GRECIAN DAMES, Hujui'f ATTXirsAm. 

MENELAUS. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

MESSENGER. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

THEONOE. 

CASTOR AND POLLUX. 

SCENE— PROTEUS' TOMB, at the entrance of Tbeoclt- 

MENUS' PALACE IN PhAROS, AN ISLAND AT THE MOVTH <»■ 

THE Nile. 



HELEN. 



HELEN* 

J5ri6Ht are these virgin currents of the Nile 
Which water Egypt's soil, and are supplied, * -^ 
Instead of drops from Heaven, bv molten sno^t 
But Proteus, while he liv'd, of these domaius 
Was Lord, be in the isle of Pharos dwelt, 
King of all ^gjpt; for his Wife he gain'd 
One of the Nymphs who haunt the briny deep. 
Fair Psamathe, after she left the bed * 

(1) Of ^acus ; she in the palace bor^ 
To him two children, one of them a Son 
Call'd Theoclymenus, because his life 

Is pass'd in duteous homage tp the Gods ; 

A Daughter also of majestic mien 

Her Mother's darling, in her infant years 

(2) (Eidothea calFd by her enr»aptur'd Sire j ; 

(1) " Instead of Coins', as it stands in ail tiie editions^ we ought to 
^ read ^acns, by wiiora Psaniallie, tlie dau^ter of Nerens was oom- 
*^ pressed, according )» Apol|odoro8y L. 3, c^ 11, i 6t Compare Hetiod'f^ 
^ Generation of tlie jGrody, y. ^004, and Pindar's 5th Nemean Ode* 
^ ▼• 15—24. Of .^lus who ii^arried Enarete (Apollodorus, L. 1, c. 7, 
^ $ 2.) tliare |s no Aicl) account given," Dr. Musgravb. 

(2) Dr. Muflgrave talces away tlie stop after fy^, and supplies on 
coiijectore, 

iwbich I liave inserted in my trawlation, as a mani^t improvement to tiint 
eoatext; Homer having, as he observes, Odyss. L. 4, v. 366, meo- 
tioned the Princess by that name : it seemed reqoiHte, however, to iii> 
chide the additioiial line in a parenthesis, as the insertion does not appear 
to be authorised by any one BMnnscript or antient editiOB* 
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4 HELEN. 

But when the blooming Maid became matare 

For nuptial joys, Theonoe was the name 

They gave her ; all the counsels of the Gods^ 

The present and the future, well she knew. 

Such privilege she from her Grandsire Nereus 

Inherited. But not to fame unknown 

Are Sparta's realm, whence I derive my birth. 

And my Sire, Tyndarus. There prevails a rumour 

That to my Mother Leda Jove was borne 

On rapid wings, the figure of a Swan 

Assuming, and by treachery gain'd admissioa 

To hef embraces, flying from an eagle^ 

Jf we may credit such report. My name 

Is Helen ; but I also will recount 

What woes I have endured ; three Goddesses, 

For beauty's prize contending, in the cave 

Of Ida, came to Paris; Juno, Venus, 

And Pallas virgin progeny of Jove, 

Requesting him to end their strife, and judge 

Whose charms outshone her rivals. But proposing 

For a reward, my beauty, (if the name 

Of beauty suit this inauspicious form) 

And promising in marriage to bestow me 

On Paris, Venus conquer'd i for the Swain 

Of Ida, leaving all his herds behind. 

Expecting to receive me for his Bride, 

To Sparta came. But Juno, whose defeat 

Fir'd with resentment her indignant soul, 

Our nuptials frustrated ; for to the arms 

Of royal Pri^m^s son, she gave not me 

"put ( i) in wj semblance form'd a living image 



(3) " On tbis subject Philostratus testifies, that Apollonias of Tyanea 
* qoestion^d the shade of Achilles, and that he gave it in fevomr of En- 
^ lipide^. The third question I would ask, O Achilles, is whether 
'^ Helen came to' Troy, or Hoiaer thought fit to invent these transao 
'^ tionsp* Achilles repUes ; ** We were long deceived, both when we 
*f wei-e sending embass^ors to Troy, «iid wiping war on her aecomit^ n 



HELEN. S. 

Composed of eAer. Paris falsly deemM 

That he possessed me ; from that time tb^'se ilU 

Have been enc'reas'd by the decrees of Jove^ 

t'or he with war hath visited the realms 

Of Greece, and PHrygia's miserable sdns, 

That he might lighten from th' unrighteous swarnsis 

Of its inhabitants the groaning Earth, 

And on the bravest of the Grecian Chiefs 

Confer renown. While in the Phrygian war^ 

As the reward of their victorious arms> 

I to the host of Greece have been display'd, 

Tho' absent, 'save in likeness and in nan^e. 

But Mercury, receiving me in folds 

Of air, and covering with a cloud (for Jove 

Was not unmindful of me), in this house 

Of royal Proteus, who of all mankind 

Was in bis judgement the most virtuous, plac'd flic, , 

That undefiTd I might preserve the bed 

Of Menelaus. I indeed am here ; 

But with collected troops my hapless Lord 

Pursues the ravisher to Ilion*8 towers* 

Beside Scaraander's stream hath many a chief 

'^ if she had been at Ilion : but she dwelt in^gypt and the honse of Pro« 
^ -tens, being taken away from Paris. Yet after this was known, we 
^ still fought for her again^ Troy, that we might not depart with infam^.* 
^ Herodotus in his Euterpe expressly gives^the same account, saying, 
^ He was informed by Egyptian Priests, that upon Helen and Pad» 
^ being driven by the winds to Canopus, one of the mouths of the Nile 
*^ Paris, after being questioned by Thon, the Govipinor of that p^rt, 
** was sent to Proteus, the most just of men, who determined to k^p 
^ Helen, and the treasures she brought, in safe custody, till Menefami 
*^ came- to fetch them back again, and threatened to put Paris to defith^ 
*^ unless he and bis followers left JEgypt in the space of three daysw But 
*^ this fable, of the likeness of Helen being taken by Paris to hit 
^ bed, had Stesichorus for its author." Tlius Tzetzes on Lycophron, 
pr. 113; *^ It is reported, that when Paris came to iEgypt, Proteut 
^ taking away Helen, gave bim a resemblance of Helen, as Stesichorus 
<< says." Hence Aristides on Rhetoric ; ^ like the Trojans in Stesieho- 
^ ros, who considered the image they poasesaed as the teal Helen^** 

Barnes. 



6 HELEN. 

Died in my canse ; but I, who have endur'd 

All these afflictions, am a public curse; 

For 'tis suppos'd, that treacherous to my Lord^ 

I have thro' Greece blown up the flames of war. 

Why then do I prolong my life i these worda 

I heard from Mercury : '^ That I again 

'^ In Sparta, with my Husband shall reside^ 

*' When he discovers that I never went 

" To Troy :" he therefore counselled me to keep 

A spotless chastity. While Proteus view'd 

The solar beams, I from the nuptial yoke 

Still liv^d exempt; but since the darksome grave 

Hath cover'd his remains, the Royal Son 

Of the deceased solicits me to wed him : 

But honouring my first Husband, at thb tomb 

Of Proteus, I a suppliant kneel, to him. 

To him I sue, to guard my nuptial couch. 

That if thro^ Greece I bear a name assail'd 

By foul aspersions, no unseemly deed 

May cover me with real infamy. 

r 
t 

TEUCER, HELEN. 

TEUCER. 

Who rules this fortress ? such a splendid dome 
With royal porticos and blazon'd roofs / 

Seems worthy of a Plutus for its lord* 
But, O ye Gods, what vision ! I behold 
That hateful Woman who hath ruin'd me. 
And all the Greeks, Heaven's vengeance on thy head ! 
Such a resemblance bear'st thou to that Helen, 
That if I were not in a foreign land, 
I with this stone would smite thee ; thou should'st bleed 
For being like Jove's Daughter. 

HELEN. 

Wretched Man, 
Whoe'er you are, why do you hate me thus. 
Because of her misfortunes i 



HELEN. 7 

TEUCER. 

I have err'd 
In giving way to such unseemly rage. 
All Greece abhors Jove's Daughter. But forgive mc, 
O Woman, for the words which I have uttered, 

Ii£ljEr«« 
Say who you are, and from what land you come? 

TEUCER. 

One of that miserable race the Greeks. 

HELEN. 

No wonder is it then, if you detest 
The Spartan Helen. But to me declare. 
Who are you, whence, and from what Father sprung? 

TEUCER. 

My (4) name is Teucer, Telamon my Sire; 
The land which nurtur'd me is Salamis. 

HEUSN. 

But wherefore do you wander o'er these meads 
LaVd by the Nile f 

TEUCER. 

I from my native land 
Am banish'd. 

HELEN* 

You, alas ! must needs be wretched. 
Who drove you thence ? 

TEUCER. 

My Father Telamon. 
What friend canst thou hold dearer ? 

HELEN. 

For what cause 
Were you to exile doom'd ? your situation 
Is most calamitous. 

(4) ^ Wlien the scene ia not too long, these speedies of one line each 
'* m tiie orighial, instead of befaig a defect, are a real beauty : because 
^ the dramatic performance then imitates the vivacity of latercatiQC 
* Gonversations.'^ Brumoy. 



8 heler: 

TBUCEB*'^ 

My* Brother Ajax, 
Who died at Troy, was author of my miiu 

HELEN. 

How i by your sword deprived of life I 

TEUCER. 

Hi! felly 

On his own blade^ and perished. 

HELEN. 

Was he mad ? 
Who could act thus whose intellects are sound f 

TEUCER. 

Know'st thou Achilles, Peleus* Son i 

HELEN* 

He erst, 
I heard, to Helen as a Suitor came. 

TEUCER. 

He, at his death, his comrades left to strnre 
Which should obtain his arms. 

HELEN* 

But why was this 
Hurtful to Ajax ? 

TEUCER; 

When another won 
Those arms, he gave up life. 

HELEN. 

Do your afflictions 
Rise from his fate i 

TEUCER* 
Because I died not with him. 

HELEN* 

O stranger, went you then to Troy's fem'd city ? 

TEUCER. 

i 

And. Having Bbar'd in laying waste its bulwarks^' 
I abo perish'd; 

HELEN. 

Have the flames consum'd^ 



HELEN. 9 

;And utterly destroy^ theoi ? 

Not a trace 
Of those proud walls is now to be diseern'd* 

nELiEPIa 

Thro* thee, O Helen, do the Phrygians perish; 

TEUCER. 
The Greeks too : for most grievous are the mischiefs 
Which have been wrought. 

HELEN. 

What length of time's elapsed 
Since Troy was sack'd ? 

TEOCER. 

Seven times the fruitful year 
Hath almost turn'd around her lingering wheeL 

HELEN. 

But how much longer did your host remain 
Before those buiwaiiis i 

TEUCER. 

Many a tedious moon ; 
There full ten years were spent. 

HELEN. 

And have ye taken 
That Spartan Dame ? 

TEUCER. 
By her dbhevel'd hair,] 
Th' adultress, Menelaus dragg'd away. ^ j 

HELEN* 

Did yoit behold that object of distress. 
Or speak you from report ? 

TEUCER. 

These eyes as clearly 
Witnessed the whole, as I now view thy face. 

HELEN. 

Be cautious, lest for her ye should mistake 
Some well*form'd semblance which the Gods have sent. 
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JO HELEN. 

TEUCBR. 

Talk if thou wilt on any other subject; 
No more of her. 

HELEN. 

Believe you this opinion 
To be welUgrounded i 

TEUCER. 

With these eyes I saw her. 
And she e'en now is present to my soul. 

HELErIa 

Hare Menelaus and hi& Consort reached 
Their home? 

TEUCEIL 

They are not in the Argive land. 
Nor on Eurotas' banks. 

HELEN. 

Alas ! alas ! 
The tale you have recounted, is, to her 
Who hears you, an event most inauspicious. 

TEUCER. 

He and his Consort, both they say are dead.. 

HELEN* 

Did not the Greeks in one large squadron sail? 

TEUCER. 

Yes ; but a. storm dispers'd their shatter'a fleet; 

HELEN. 

Where were they, in what seas I 

TEUCER. 

They at that time 

Thro' the mid waves of the JEgean deep 
Were passing. 

HELEN. 

Can none tell if Menelaus 
Escap'd this tempest ? 

TEUCER. 

No man : but thro' Greece 
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HELEN. 11 

TIs rumour'd he b dead. 

HELEN. 

I am undone* 
Is Thestius' Daughter living i 

TEUCER. 

Meanest thou Leda I ' 
She with the dead is numbered. 

HELEN. 

Did the shame 
Of Helen cause her wretched Mother's death f 

TEUCER. 

Around her neck, 'tis said, the noble Dame 
Entwin'd the gliding noose* 

HELEN. 

' But live the Sons 
Of Tyndarus, or are they too now no more? 

TEUCER. 

They are, and are not, dead (5): for two accounts 
Are propagated. 

HELEN. 

Which is best confirm'd ? 
wretched me ! 

TEUCER. 

Some say that they are Gods 
Under the semblance of two radiant stars. 

HELEN. 

Well have you spoken. But what else is rumour'd i 

TEUCER. 
That on account qf their lost Sister's guilt 
They died by their own swords. But of these themes 
Enough : I wish not to renew my sorrows. 
But O assist me in the great aiSairs 
On which I to these royal mansions came. 
Wishing to see the Prophetess Theonoe, 

(5) Homery Iliad, L. 3, v. 243, 244, says they were dead and boned in 
Sparta, previous to the Trojan War, but their sister Helen, immediately 
before speaks of them on the soppoation of their being yet alive. 



12 HELEN- 

And learn^ from Heaven's oracular re^ponse^ 
How 1 may steer my vessel with success 
To Cyprus' isle, where Phoebus hath Foretold 
That I shall dwell, and on the walls I rear 
Bestow the name of Salamis, yet fnindful 
Of that dear country I have left behind. 

HELEN. 
This will your voyage of itself explain: 
But fly from those inhospitable shores. 
Ere Proteus' Son, the ruler of this land. 
Behold you : fly ; for h^s absent now 
Pursuing with his hounds the savage prey. 
He slays each Grecian stranger w'ho becomes 
His captive : ask not why, for 1 am silent ; 
And what could It avail you to be told ? 

TEUCER. 
O woman, most discreetly hast thou spoken ; 
Thy kindness may the righteous Gods repay t 
For tho' thy person so resemble Helen, 
Thou hast a soul unlike that worthless Dame. 
Perdition seize her ; never may she reach 
The current of Eurotas : but mayst thou. 
Most generous Woman, be for ever blest. 

lExit TEUCKK. 
HELEN. 

Plung'd as I am 'midst great and piteous woen, 
How shall I frame the plaintive strain, what Muse 
With tears, or doleful elegies, invoke? 

ODE. 

I. 1. 

Ye Syrens, winged daughters of the Earth, 
Come and attune the sympathetic string, 

Expressive now no more of mirth. 
To sooth my griefs, the flute of Libya bring; 
Record the tortures which this boson) rend, 
And echo back my elegiac strains; 



HEWEN. 13 

Proserpine next will I invoke, to send 
Numbers ajdiq>ted to her votary's pa,ias ; 
So shall her dark abode, while many a tear I shed. 
Waft the full dirge to sooth th' illustrious dead, 

CHORUS, HELEN. 

CHORUS. 
I. 2. 
Near the cerulean margin of our streams 
I stood, and on the tufted herbage 3pread 
My purple vestments in those beams 
Which from bis noontide orb Hyperion shed^ 
When oi> a sudden from the waving reeds 
I beard a plaintive and unwelcome sound 
Of bitter lamentation ; o'er the meads 
Groans inarticulate were pour'd around : 
Beneath the rocky cave, dear scene of past delight, 
Some Naiad thus bewails Pan's b^sty fljgh^ 

HEJLEN. 
H. I- 

Ye Grecian Nymphs, whom those Barbarians c^figbt,. 

And from your jiatiye land reluctant bore, 

The Ridings wbigh yon Sailor brought 

Call forth these. tears; for Ilion is no mpre. 

By (6) him of Ida, that predicted flame 



(6) Paris^ of iwhom Euripides says, in the Iphigenia in AnHs liatas iSetng 
AeyiT. The alhmons' to Hecaba's dream of her being brooght to bed of a 
blazing torch, jarefreipei^ in t^e writings pf Qur^Uu)!;, particularly in 
a passage of the Alexandra or Cassandra, the Greek of which is not now 
extant, but the Latin version is preserved in Cicero de Divinatione, Paris 
is, as in this place, without any circumlocution called the Torch ; adest 
Fax obvoluta Muguioe atque inceudio : according .to the «aine mode of 
speech, Lycopbroi^ y. 913, calls Piiiloctetes ^i}^ fAia^pcyoviacis occisorein, 
meaeniiig t6 express that -he slew Paris who was called the Torch. I 
therefore read with the Aldus edition Tuclcunm^ tivpi (xr>.>jiirte9 lietioj though 
fiubsequent editors have followed Henry Stephens in his conjectural alter- 
ation of -xO^ma instead Qf juuXTo/oav : and Dr. Musgrave recqimneiidft Co u% 



U HELEN. 

Destroyed ; thro* me, alas, have myriads bled, 
If not thro' me, thro' my detested name. 
By th' ignominious noose is Leda dead 
Who my imaginary guilt deplor'd ; 
And doom'd by the relentless Fates In vain 
To tedicjus wanderings, my unhappy Lord 
At length hath perish'd 'inidst the billowy main: 
The twin protectors of their native laud, 
Castor and Pollux, from all human eyes 
Are vanish'd, they have left Eurotas* strand. 
And fields, in playful strifip where pach young wrestler 
vies, 

CHORUS. 
IL 2. 
My royal Mistress, your disastrous fate 
With many a groan and fruitless tear I mourn. 

I from that hour )^our sorrows date 
When amorous Jove on snowy pinions bornej 
In form a Swan, by Leda was carest. 
Is there an evil vou have not endur'd ? 
Your Mother is no more, tbro' you unblest 
Are Jove's twin Sons. Nor have your vows procured 
Of your dear country the enchanting sight. 
A rumour too thro' various realms hath spread^ 
Caught by the envious vulgar with delight. 
Assigning you to the Barbarian's bed (7)* 
Amid the waves, far from the wish'd-for shore, 
Your (b) Husbapd hath been buried in the main* 
You shall behold your native walls no more 
Nor under burnish'd roofs your wonted state maintain. 

in his note, the sobstitDtiiig of ^tm for i^ ; his version is acoordinglj' 
igiii hostili procnratam ; that of Melancthon is seram igni Idseo* I rather 
understand by ^ud^^vm in this place yictKfiim, ^' which wns ordained X% 
" happen." 

(r) Paris. 

(8) Meneiaus. 



HELEN. 15 

HELEN. 
III. 

(9) What Phrygian artist on the top of Ide, 

Or vagrant of a Grecian line, 

Fell'cl that inauspicious pine. 
To frame the bark which Paris o'er the tide 

Dar'd with. Barbaric oars to guide. 
When to my palace^ in an evii hour 

(9). <' Thli artiifs name, which Helen seems unacquainted with, Was 
** Pheredus, of whom Homer, IL L. 5, ▼• 59* 

^ Affjuntiavy oc yj^n nrtr«}o ltula>a CtTovla 

** Afrjfjououig ai wtun XflMW ■ Tptfvi yfw/lB. 

'' NeiLt artful Phereclus untimely fell; 

'' Bold Merion sent him to the realms of helU 

M Thy Father's skill, O Phereclus, was thine, 

/< The graceful iabric, and tlie fair design; 

<< For lov*d by PaUas, PlaUas did impart 

^ To him the ship-wright's and the buildev's art. 

'' Beneath his hand the fleet of Paris rose, 

^ The fatal cause of all his country's woes." Pops. 

« and while some refer the expression o; in Homer, not to Pbereclus, 
^ but his Father, (the passage being considered as ambiguous, both by 
'^ Eustathius, and the anonymous Scholiast, vulgarly called Didymus, 
^ in 01^ of his remarks on the third book of the Iliad) by far tiie greater 
'' part understand this of Fhereclus : as Lycophron, speakmg of the 
<< ship which conveyed Paris from Troy to Sparta, makes use of the 
^ term ftptx^Mx m^K ▼• 97 ; and Coluthus in his book on the Rape of 
" Helen, v. 193, 

** Op tSToIi fJM^yanotli ^api^o-utivof )Ba<7iX)v, 
'^ Vnctc AXi^AvJ^ i^jhfjiw Ttxhtff^o x"^^* 

There stateliest oaks o'erslmdowhig all around, 
Tom from the grove, fell thundering to the ground, 
Such scheme accurst Phereclus could advise, 
Author of mischief; from a Lord unwise. 
From youthful I*aris, favour to obtain. 
Who bew'd the barks that plow'd the watery plain. 

BAIUlBt* 



16 HELEN. 

Caught by beauty's magic power. 
He came to seize me for his Bride ? 
But crafty Venosi authoress of (bese broils, ' 
March'd thither, ieagu'd with Death, t' annoy 
Triumphant Greece and Vanquish-^d Troy, 
(Wretch that I am, consum'd with endless toils f)' 
And Juno seated on her golden throne. 
Consort of thondeiing Jove, 
Sent Hermes from the realms above. 
Who found me, when I carelessly had sttefffi 
Leaves pluct'd from roses in my vest. 
As Minerva's votary drest; 
He bore ipe thro' the paths of air 
To this loath'd, this dreary land, 
Caird Greece, and Priam's friends the strife to share^ 
And rous'd to bloody deeds each rival band : 
Where Simois' current glides, my name 
Hence is mark'd with groundless shame. 

CHORUS. 

Your woes I know are grievous : but to b'e&r 
With tranquil mind the necessary ills 
Of 11 fe^ is most expedient.. 

HELEN. 

To what ills 
Have I been subject, O my doar companions ! 
Did not my Mother, as a prodigy . 
Which wondering mortals gaze at, bring me forth? 
For neitiier Grecian nor Barbaric dame 
Till then produc'd an egg, in which her children 
Enveloped lay, as they report, from Jove 
Leda engender'd. My whole life and *all 
Tiiat hath befallen me, but conspires to form 
One series of miraculous events ; 
To Juno some, and to my beauty some. 
Are owing. Would to Heaven, that, like a tablet 
Whose picture is eiFac'd, I could exchange 
Thjifi form for one less comely, since the Greeks^ 



HELEN. 

Forgetting those abundant gifts shower'd down 

By prosperous Fortune which I now possess^ 

Think but of what redounds not to my honour^ 

And still remember my ideal shame. 

Whoever therefore, with one single species 

Of misery is afflicted by the Gods, 

Altho' the weight of Heaven's chastizing hand 

Be grievous, may with fortitude endure 

Such visitation : but by many woes 

Am I oppress'd, and first of all expos'd 

To slanderous tongties, altho' I ne'er have err'd. 

It were a lesser evil e'en to sin 

Then be suspected falsly.— Then the Gods, 

'Midst men of barbarous manners, plac'd me far 

From my lov'd country: torn from every friend,- 

I languish here, to servitude consign'd 

Allho* of free born race : for 'midst Barbarians 

All are enslav'd but one, their haughty Lord^ 

My fortunes had this single anchor left. 

Perchance my Husband might at length arrive 

To snatch me from my woes ; but he, alas ! 

Is now no more, my Mother too iff dead. 

And I am deem'd her murdress, tho' unjustly. 

Yet am I branded with this foul reproach ; 

And she* who was the glory of our house. 

My (10) Daughter in the virgin state grown grey. 

Still droops un wedded : my illustrious Brothers 

Castor and Pollux, call'd the Sons of Jove, 

Are now no more. But I impute my death, 

Crush'd as I am by all these various woes. 

Not to my own misdeeds, but to the power 

Of adverse fortune only : this one danger 

There yet remains, if at my native land 

I should again arrive, they will confine me 

In a close dungeon, thinking me that Helen 
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Who dwelt in Iliony'till she thence was borne 

By Menclaus. Were my Husband living; 

We might have known each oiher, by producing 

Those tokens to which none beside are privy : 

But this will never be, nor can he e'er 

Return in safety. To w hat purpose then 

Bo I still lengthen out this wretched being f 

To what new fortunes am I still reserved? 

Shall I select a Husband, but to vary 

My present ills, to dwell beneath the roof 

Of a Barbarian, at luxurious boards 

With wealth abounding, seated ? for the Dame 

Whom wedlock couples with the man she hates. 

Death is the best expedient. But with glory 

How shall I die ? the fatal noose appears 

To be so base, that e'en in slaves 'tis held 

Unseemly thus to perish ; in the poniard. 

There's somewhat great and generous. But to me 

Delays are useless : welcome instant death : 

Into such depth of misery am I plung'd. 

For beauty renders other women blest. 

But hath to m^ the source of ruin prov'd. 

CHORUS. 

O Helen, whosoe'er the stranger be 
Who hither came, believe not that the whole 
Of what he said, is truth. 

HELEN. 

But in plain terms. 
Hath he announc'd my dearest Husband's death. 

CHORUS. 
The false assertions which prevail, are many. 

HELEN. 

Clear is the language in which honest Truth 
l/oves to express herself. 

CHORUS. 

You are inclin'd 
Kather to credit inau«ip»cious tidings 
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Than those which are more favourable. 

HELEN- 

Bj feaiB 
Encompass'd^ am I hurried to despair. 

CHORUS. 
What hospitable treatment have you founcL 
Beneath these roofs i 

HELEN. 

All here^ except the Man 
Who seeks to wed me, are my friends. 

CHOItUS. 

You know 
How" then to act : leave this sepulchral gloom. 

HELEN. 

What are the counsels, or the cheering Words 
You wish to introduce ? 

CHORtn*. 

Go in, and question 
The Daughter of the Nereid, her who knows 
All hidden truths, Theonoe, if your Lord 
Yet live, or view the solar beams no more : 
And when you have learnt this ; as suit your fortunes^ 
Indulge your joys, or pour forth all yotrr tears: 
But ere you know aught fully, what avail 
Your sorrows ? therefore listen to my words ; 
Leaving this tomb, attend the Maid: from her 
Shall you know all. But why should you look farther 
When truth is in these mansions to be found i 
With you the doors Pll enter ; we together 
The royal Virgin's oracles will hear. 
For 'tis a Woman's duty to exert 
Her utmost efforts in a Woman^s cause. 

HELEN* 

My friends, your wholesome counsels 1 approve ^ 
But enter ye these doon^, that ye, within 
The palace, tny calamities may hear* 

c ^ 



M HELEN. 

CHORUS. 

You summon her who your commands obeys 
Without reluctance. 

HELEN. 

Woeful day ! ah me, 
What lamentiible tidings shall I hear i 

CHORUS, 

Forbear these plaintive strains, my dearest Queen, 
Nor with presa^.ng soul anticipate 
Evils to come. 

HELEN. 
What hath my wretched Lord 
Endur'd ? Doth he yet view the light, the Sun 
Borne in his radiant chariot, and the paths 
Of all the starry train ? Or hath he shared 
The common lot of mortals, is he plungM 
Among the dead, beneath th' insatiate grave F 

CHORUS. 

O construe what Time yet may bring to pass 
In the most favourable terms. 

HELEN. 

On thee 
I call to testify, and tbee adjure, 
Eurotas, on whose verdant margin grow 
The waving reeds : O tell me, if my Lord j 
Be dead, as fame avers. 

CHORUS. 

Why do you utter 
These incoherent ditties ? 

HELEN. 

* Round my neck 
The deadly noose will I entwine, or drive 
With my own hand a poniard thro' my breast : 
For I wa^ erst the cause of bloody strife ; 
But now am I a victim, to appease 
The wrath of those three Goddesses who strove 
On Ida's mount, when 'midst the stalls where fed 
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His lowing herds, the Son of Priani wak'd 
The sylvan reed, to celebrate my beauty. 

CHORUS. 
Cause these averted ills, ye Gods, to light 
On other heads ; but, O my royal Mistress, 
May you be happy. 

HELEN. 
Thou, O wretched Troy, 
To crimes which thoa hast ne'er committed, ow'st 
Thy ruin, and those horrible disasters 
Thou hast endur'd. For, as my nuptial gifts. 
Hath Vemis caus'd an intermingled stream 
Of blood and tears, to flow, she, griel^ to griefs 
And tears to tears hath, added; all these sufferings 
Have been the miserable Ilion'3. lot. 
Of their brave Sons the Mothers were bereft. 
The virgin Sisters of the mighty dead 
Strew'd their shorn tresses on Scamander's banks, 
While, by repeated shrieks, victorious Greece 
Her woes expressing, smote her laurel'd head, 
And with her nails deep furrowing tore her cheeks. 
Happy Calisto, thou Arcadian nymph, 
Who didst ascend the couch of Jove, transformed 
To a four-footed savage, far more blest 
Art thou than she to whom I owe my birth: 
For thou beneath the semblance of a Beast, 
Thy tender limbs with shaggy hide o'erspread^ 
And glaring with stern visage, by that change 
Didst end thy griefs. She too whom Dian drove 
Indignant from her choir, that Hind whose horns 
Were tipp'd with gold, the bright (I I) Titanian maid, 

(11) '^ Co, here pointed out, wa^ daughter of Merops the Titan, and 
** from her the isl^d Cot) obtamed its name, according to Suidas and 
^ Stephanus Byzautinus : Hyginus mentions her in his second book. 
*^ Some, according to Brodaeus, suspect a daufurhter of Merops and C?y- 
^ mene to be here meant ; othei-s, a daughter of Pandareus. TUis fable 
^ hath certainly been related by ^ew writers : for the trausformatioa of 



^ 
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Daughter of Merops, ta her beauty ow'd 

That transformatioD : but my charms have niin'd 

Both Troy and the unhappy Grecian host. 

Exeunt helen and chobus* 

MENELAUS. 
O Pelops, in the strife on Pisa's field, 
Who didst outstrip the fiery steeds that whirl'd 
The chariot of Oenomaus, would to Heaven 
That when thy sever'd limbs before the Gods 
Were at the banquet plac'd, thou then thy life 
Amidst the blest immortal Powers hadst clos^dj 
Ere thou my Father Atreus didst beget. 
Whose issue by his consort iErope 
Were Agamemnon and myself, two Chiefs 
Of high renown. No ostentatious words 
Are these ; but such a numerous host, I deem. 
As that which we to Ilion's shore convey'd, 
Ne*er st<?mm'd the tide before ; these troops their King 
Led not by force to combat, but bore rule 
O'er Grecian youths his voluntary subjects. 
And among these, 3ome Heroes, now no mors, 
May we enumerate ; others from the sea 
Who 'scap*d wiih joy, and to their homes return'd. 
E'en after fame had classed them with the dead* 
But I, most wretched, o'er the briny waves 
Of ocean wander, since I have o'erthrown 
The battlements of Troy, and tbo' I wish 
Again to reach my country ; by the Godg 
Am I esteem'd unworthy of such bliss. 
E'^9 to the Libyan deserts have I sailM, 



^ this Virgin is neither mentioned by Otid nor ApoUodonv ; but Eusta» 
^ thius, p. 97, L 40, and p. 318, !• 35, treats of the remaitiing part of th« 
^ fiible.* Barnes. 

Having since referred to BrodsRus* note, I see he there ?avs tliiS' 
ISymph V19B changed into a hind, because she had boasted that she \i9ft 
more beautifiil tfawi Diana. 
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And tra^ers'd each inhospitable scene 

Of bruta] outrage ; still as I approach 

My country, the tempestuous winds repel me. 

Nor hath a prosperous breeze from heaven yet fill'd 

My sails, to waft me to the Spartan coast : 

And now a shipwreck'd miserable man» 

Reft of my friends, I on these shores am cast, 

My vessel hath been shiver'd 'gainst the rocks 

Into a thousand fragments : on the keel. 

The only part which yet remains entire 

Of all that fabric, scarce could I and Helen^ 

Whom I from Troy have borne, escape with life 

Thro' fortunes unforeseen : but of this laud 

And its inhabitants, the name 1 know not: 

For with the crowd I blush'd to intermingle 

(i£) Lest they my squalid garments should observe, 

Thro' shame my wants concealing. For the man 

Of an exalted station, when assaifd 

By adverse fortune, having never learn'd 

How to endure calamity, is.plung'd 

Into a state far worse than he whose woes 

Have been of antient date. But pinching need 

(12) Many of the descriptions of Euripides have been censured as too 
minute : Anstophanes, in Lis Comedy of the Frogs, introduces .Sschylus 
tiHiB expostulating witli Euripides for dressing up Kings in rags to excite 
pity, &»aikRja9hg paxi* ofAittffyjxnj tv* tkstnoi 701; ovd^'Trat; ^uwr:' incUy and 

in another part of the same piece, cailiog him fcuu^mj^^eenrec^tig^ '< a botcher 
^ up of ragged men." The Scholiasts have pointed these strokes of ridi- 
cnle at the two Tragedies of our Author, of which Oeneus king of Caly. 
doDy and Telephus king of Mysia, are the subjects ; but the small re« 
mains of fliem transmitted to us are not sufficient to shew whether they 
merited foeh censure. But Menelaus^ both in the soliloquy before us, 
and that in which follows his conversation with the Female Servant, not 
only (according to Horace's idea of a Hero exposed to indigence and 
ia a foreign land) lays aside all big-soundfhg words, and expresses his 
griefs in a strain nearly aHied to prose, but descants on Lis poverty, his 
rags, and lus being exposed to the necessity of begging for food ; and, in 
a later speech to Theonoe, discusses the point whether it be fit that a 
Hero should shed tears, in a manner which will be apt to recal the sneers 
•f Aristophanes to the memoiy of a classical reader. 
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Torments me : for I have not either food 

Or raiment to protect my shivering frame. 

Which may be guessed from these vile rags I wear 

Cast up from my wrecks vessel : for the sea 

Hath swallow-d up my robes, my tissued vest^, ' 

And every ensign of my former state* 

Within the dark recesses of a cave 

IJaving conceal'd ray Wife, that guilty cause 

Of all my woes, and my surviving friends 

Enjoin'd to guard her, hither am I come, 

jAlone, ia quest of necessary aid 

For my brave comrades whom I there have left, 

If by my search I haply can obtain it, 

I roam : but when I view'd this house adorntd 

With gilded pinnacles, and gates that speak 

Th^ riches of their owner, I advanced : 

For I have hopes that from this wealthy mansion 

I, somewhat for my sailors, shall obtain. 

But they who want the necessary comforts 

Of life, altho' they are dispo^'d to aid us. 

Yet have not wherewithal. Ho ! who comes forth 

From youder gate, my doleful tale to bear 

Into the house ? 

FEMALE SERVANT, MENELAUS. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 
Who ai the threshold stands f 
Wilt thou not hence depart, lest thy appearance 
Before these doors give umbrage to our lords ? 
Else shalt thou surely die, because thou cam'st 
From Greece, whose sons shall never hence return. 

MENELAUS. 

Well hast thpii spoken, thoi; aged Dame. 
Wilt thou permit me ? — For to thy behests 
Must I submit : but suffer me to speak. ^ 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Depart : for 'tis my duly to permit 
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No Greek to enter this imperial dome. 

MENELAUS. 

Lift not thy hand against me, nor attempt 
To drive me hence by force. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Thou wilt not yield 
To my advice, thou therefore art to blame. 

MENELAUS. 

Carry my message to thy lords within. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

I fear lest somewhat dreadful might ensue, 
Should I repeat your words. 

MENELAUS. 

I hither come 
A shipwreck'd man, a stranger, one of those 
Whom all hold sacred. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

To some oth^r house. 
Instead of this, repair. 

MENELAUS. 

I am determin'4 
To enter : but comply with my request. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Be well assured thou art unwelcome here, 
And shalt ere long by force be driven away. 

MENELAUS. 

Alas! alas ! where are my valiant troops i 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Elsewhere, perhaps, thou wert a mighty man; 
But here art thou no longer such. 

MENELAUS. 

O Fortune, 
How am I gall'd with undeserved reproach ! 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Why are thoseeye-lids moist with tears,whygriev'stthou? 

MENELAUS. 

Because I once was happy. 
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Then depart. 
And mingle social tears with those thou lov'st. 

MENELAUS. 

But what domain is this> to whom belong 
These royal mansions ? 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Proteus here resides ; 
This land is Egypt. 

MENELAUS. 

Egypt ? wretched me ! 
Ah, whither have I saiFd ! 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

But for what cause 
Scorn'st thou the race of Nile? 

MENELAUS. 

I scorn them not: 
My own disastrous fortunes I bewail. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Many are wretched, thou in this respect 
Art nothing singular. 

MENELAUS. 

Is he, ttie King 
Thou speak'st of, here within f 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

To him belongs 
This tomb ; his Son is ruler of this land. 

MENELAUS. 

But where is he ; abroad, or in the palace ? 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

He's not within : but to tlie Greeks he bears 
The greatest enmity. 

MENELAUS. 

Whence rose this hate, 
Productive of such bitter fruits to me ? 

FEMALE SERVANT/ 

Beneath these roofs Jove's Daughter Helen dwells. 
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MENELAUS. 

What meanest thou? Ha! what words with wonder fraught 
Are these which thou hast utter'd ? O repeat them. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

The child of Tyndarus^ she who in the realm 
Of Spaita erst abode. 

]^ENELAUS. 

Whence came she hither 7 
How can this be ? 

FEMALE SERVANT. 
From Laced demon's realm* 

MENELAUS. 

When ? Hath my Wife been torn from yonder cavef 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Before the Greeks, O stranger, went to Troy^ 
Retreat then from these mansions, for within 
Hath happen'd a calamitous event, 
By which the palace is disturb'd. Thou com^st 
Unseasonably, and if the King surprise thee^ 
Instead of hospitable treatment, death 
Must be thy portion. To befriend the Greeks 
Tho' well inclin'd, yet thee have I receiv'd 
With these harsh words^ because I fear the Monarch. 

[Exit F£MAL£ SERVANT* 
MEI^ELAUS. 

What shall I say ? For I, alas, am told 
Of present sorrows added to the past. 
Come I not hrther, after having borne 
From vanquish'd Troy my Consort, whom I left 
Within yoii cave well guarded ? Yet here dwells 
Another Helen, whom that Woman call'd 
Joke's Daughter. Lives there on the banks of Nile 
A man who bears the sacred name of Jove ? 
For in the Heavens there's only one. What country. 
But that where glides Eurotas' stream beset 
With waving reeds, is Sparta \ Tyndaruj^' name 
Suits bim atone. But is there any land 
Synonimous with Lacedasmon's realm. 
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And that of Troy ? I know not how to solve 

This doubt; for there are many, it appears^ 

In various regions of the world, who bear 

Like appellations; city corresponds 

With city ; woman borrows that of woman : 

Nor must we therefore wonder. Yet again 

Here will I stay, tho' danger be announced 

By yonder aged Servant at the door : 

For there is no man so devoid of pity 

As not to give me food> when he the name 

Of Menelaus hears. That dreadful fire 

By which the Phrygian bulwarks were consumed. 

Is memorable, aad I who kindled it 

Am known in every land. Til therefore wait 

Until the master of this house return. 

But I have two expedients, and will practise 

That which my safety shall require ; of soul 

Obdurate, if he prove, in my wreck'd bark 

Can 1 coaceal myself, but if the semblance 

Which he puts on, be mild, I for relief 

From these my present miseries, will apply. 

But this of all the w:oes that I endure 

Is the .most grievous, that from other Kings 

I, tho' a King myself, should be reduc'd 

To beg my food : but thus hath Fate ordainM. 

Nor is it my assertion, but a maxim ( id) 

Among the wise established, that there's nought 

More powerful than the dread behests of Fate. 

HELEN, CHORUsi MENELAUS. 

CHORUS. 

I beard what yon prophetic maid foretold, 
Who in the palace did unfold 



(13) '' In the ^roverbi of Zenobios we meet with ietmc tmfycns vliv 
^ tv-^v^tfor: adYenum necessitatera ne dii <{mdeiii resistimt, is one of 
^ Erasmus's adages;. u|d iffy^^ftBilm AnttTxn has been transoatted down 
V to us as an apopbthem c^ Thales,** fiaoiii^i. 



HELENT, 29 

The oracles ; that to the shades profound 

Of Erebus^ beneath the ground 
Interred, not yet hath M enelaus ta'en 

His passage : on the stormy main 
Still toss'd, he cannot yet approach the strand^ 

The Haven of the Spartan land : 
The Chief, who now his vagrant life bewails. 

Without afriendy unfurls his sails. 
From Ilion*s realm to every distant shore 

Borne o'er the deep with luckless oar. 

HELEN. 

I to this hallowM tomb again repair. 
Now I have heard the grateful tidings utter'd 
By sage Theonoe, who distinctly knows / 

All that hath happened? for she says my Lord 
Is living, and yet views the solar beams : 
But after passing o'er unnumber'd straits 
Of ocean, to a vagrant's wretched life 
Full long inur'd, on these -^Egyptian coasts. 
When he his toils hath finish'd, shall arrive. 
Yet there is one thing more, which she hath left 
Unmention'd, whether he shall come with safetv. 
This question I neglected to propose, 
O'erjoy'd when she inform'd me he yet lives ; 
She also adds, that he is near the land, 
From his wreck'd ship, with his few friends, cast forth, 
may'st thou come at length ; for ever dear 
To me wilt thdu arrive. Ha! who is that? 
Am not I caught, thro' some deceitful scheme 
Of Proteus' impious Son, in hidden snares? 
Like a swift courser, or ^Ue madding Priestess 
Of Bacchus, shall I not with hasty step 
Enter the tomb, because his looks are fierce 
Who rushes on, and strives to overtake me? 

MENELAUS. 

On thee I call, wjio to the yawning trench 
Around that tomb, and blazing altars, hiest 



so HELEN. 

Precipitate : stay : wlicrefore. dost tholi fly ? . 
With what amazement doth tby presence strik^^ 
And almost leave me speechless ! 

HELEN. 

O my friends^ 
I suffer violence ; for from the tomb 
I by this Man am dragg'd^ who to the King 
Will give me^ from whose nuptial couch. I flecf»- 

MENELAUS. 

We are no pirates, nor the ministers 
Of lustful villany, 

QEUSN* 

Yet is the vest 
You wear unseemly. 

MENEIAUS. 
Stay thy ri^id flight. 
Dismiss thy fears* 

HELEN. 

I stop, now I have reached 

This hallow'd spot* 

MENELAUS. 

Say, Woman, who thou artf' 
What face do I behold i 

HELEN. 

But who are you t 
For I by the same reasons am induced 
To ask this question. 

MENELAUS. 

Kever did I se« 
A greater likeness. 

HELEN. 

O ye righteous GodsJ 
For 'tis ^ privilege the Gods alone 
Confer, to recognise our long lost friends. 

MENELAUS. 

Art thou a Grecian or a foreign Darned 
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HELEN. 

Of Greece : but earnestly I wish to know 
Whence you derive your origin. 

MENELAUS. 

In thee 
A wonderful resemblance I discern 
Of Helen. 

HELEN. 

Menelaus' very features 
These eyes in you behold, still at a loss 
Am I for words t' express my thoughts. 

MENELAUS. 

Full clearly 
Hast thou discovered a most wretched man. 

HELEN. 

O to thy Consort's arms at length restored ! 

MENELAUS. 

To what a Consort? O foAear to touch 
My garment ! 

HELEN. 

E'en the same, whom to your arms, 
A noble Bride, my Father Tyndarus gave* 

MENELAUS. 

Send forth^ O Hecate, thou orb of light. 
Some more benignant spectre. 

HEIjEN. 

You in me 
Behold not one of those who minister 
At Hecate's abhorr'd nocturnal rites. 

MENELAUS. 

Nor am I sure the Husband of two Wfves. 

HELEN. 

Say, to whom else in wedlock are you join'd r 

MENELAUS. 

To her who lies conceal'd in yonder cave. 
The prize I hither bring from vanquished Troy. 




it HELEN. 

You have no Wife bat me. 

MENELAUS. 

If I retain 
My reason yet, these eyes are sure deceiv'd. 

HELEN. 

Seem you not then> while me you thus behold^ ' 
To view your real Consort i 

MENELAUS. 

Tho' your person 
Resemble hers, no positive decision ■ 
Can I presume to form. 

HELEN. 

Observe me well, 
And mark wherein we differ. Who can judge 
With greater certainty than you ? 

MENELAUS. 

Thou bear'st 
Her semblance, I confess. 

HELEN. 

Who can inform you 
Better than your own eyes ? 

MENELAUS. 

What makes me doubt 
Is this ; because I have another Wife. 

HELEN. 

To the domains of Troy I never went : 
It was my image only. 

MENELAUS. 

Who can fashion 
Such bodies, with the power of srght endued ? 

HELEN. 

Compos'd of ether, you a Consort have, 
Heaven's workmanship. 

MENELAUS. 

Wrought by what plastic Godt 
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For the events thoa speak'st of are most wondrous. 

HELEN. 

Lest Paris sfaonld obtain me^ this exchange 
Was made by Juno. 

MENELAUS. 

How could'st thoit be here. 
At the same time, and in the Phrygian realm i 

HELEN. 

The name, but not the body, can be present 
At once in many places. 

MENELAUS. 

O release ipe ; 
For I came hither in an evil hour^ 

HELEN. 

Will you then leave me here, and linear away 
That shadow of a Wife? 

MENELAUS. 

Yet O farewell, , 
Because thou art like Helen. 

HELEN. 

I'm undone: 
For tho' my Husband I again have found. 
Yet shall not i possess him. 

MENELAUS. 

My cbwviction^ 
From all those grievous toils I have endur'd 
At Uion, I derive, and not from thee. 

HELEN. 
Ah, who is there more misercd>le than I dm? 
My dearest friends desert me : I, to Greece, 
To my dear native land, shall ne'er return. 

MESSENGER, MENELAUS, HELEN, CHORUS; 

MESSENGER. 

After a tedious search, O Menelau% 
At length have I with difficulty found you; 
But not till over all the wide extepit 
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Of this Barbaric region I had wander'd ; 
Sent by the comrades whom you left behind. 

MEN£IAUS« 
Have ye been plunder'd th«n by the Barbarians? 

MESSENGER. 

A most miraculous event hath happen'd. 
Yet less astonishing by far in naoie 
Than in reality. 

MENELAUS. 

Speaky for thou bring'st 
Important tidings by this breathless haste. 

MESSENGER. 

My words are these; in vain have you endiu'd 
Unnumbered toils. 

MENEIAUS. 

Those tbou bewadl'st are. ills 
Of antient d^te. But what hast thou to tell me f 

MESSENGER. 

Borne to the skies your Consort from our sight 
Hath vanish'd, in the Heavens is she conceard^ 
Leai^ing the cave in which we guarded her. 
When she these words had ulter*d ; '^ O ye sons 
" Of hapless Pbrygia, and of Greece; forme 
^' Beside Scamander's conscious stream ye died> 
" Thro' Juno's arts, because ye falsly deem'd 
'' Helen by Phrygian Paris was possest : 
*' But after having here remained on earth 
*' My stated time, observing the decrees 
" Of Fate, I to my Sire the liquid Ether 
" Return : but Tyndans' miserable Daughter 
** Tho' guiltless hath unjustly been accus'd." 
Daughter of Leda hail ! wert thou then here f 
While r as if thou tp the starry paths 
Hadst mounted, thro' my ignorance proclaimed 
Thou from this world on rapid wings wert born«. 
But I no longer will allow thee thus 
To sport with the afflietiop? of thy friends j 
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For in thy cause thy Lord and his brave troops 
On Ilion's coast akeady have endur'd 
Abundant toils. 

MENELAUS. 

These are the very words 
She utter'd ; and by what ye both aver 
The truth is ascertained. O happy day 
Which gives thee to my arms ! 

HELEN. 

My dearest Lord^ 

Menelaus^ it is long indeed 

Since I have seen you: but joy comes at last. 
My friends, transported I receive my Lord 
Whom I once more with these fond arms infold. 
After the radiant chariot of the Sun 
Hath oft the world illumin'd* 

MENELAUS. 

I embrace 
Thee too : but having now so much to say, 

1 know not with what subject to begin. 

HELEN. 

Joy raises my exulting crest, these tears 
Are tears of extasy, around your neck 
My arms I fling with transport, O my Husband, 
sight most wbh'd for ! 

MENELAUS. 

I acquit the Fates, 
Since Jove's and Leda's Daughter I possess, . 
On whom her Brothers borne on milk^^-white steedsr 
Erst shower'd abundant blessings, when the torch 
Was kindled at our jocund nuptial rite; 
Tho* from my palace her the Gods conveyed. 
But evil now converted into good 
To me thy Husband hath at length restor'd 
My long-lost Consort: grant, O bounteous Heaven, 
That I these gifts of Fortune may enjoy. 

D 2 
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HELEN. 

May you enjoy tbem^ for my vows concur 
With yours ; nor, of us two, can one be wretched 
Without the other. O my friends, I groan 
No longer, I na longer shed the tear 
For my past woes : my Husband I possess 
Whom I from Troy expected to return ' 

Full many, many years. . • ■ : • 

MENBLAUS. 

• I Still am thine. 
And thee with these fond arms again infold. • ' 
But oft the cfaariot of the Sun revolv'd 
Thro' his diurnal orbit, ere the frauds 
Of Juno I discern 'd. Yet more from joy 
Than from affliction rise the tears I shed* 

HELEN. 

What shall I say ?. what mortal could presume 
E'er to have hop'd for such a blest event? 
An unexpected visitant once more 
I clasp you to my bosom* 

MENELAUS. 

And I tfaec 
Who didst appear to sail for Ida's town, : 
And Ilibn's wretched turrets. By the Gods, 
Inform me, I conjure thee, by what means 
Thou from my palace hither wert convey'd, 

HELEN. 

Alas ! you to the source of all ihy woes : 

Ascend^ and search into most bitter tidings, < 

.' MENELAUS. 

Speak : for whatever hath been ordain'd by Heaven 
Ought to tie publish'd. ^ 

HELEN. 

! : I abhor the topic . . 

On whicfai I now am cnt^ripg. 

MENlSLAU&J i 

. .: Yet relate 
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All that thou know*st ; for pleasing 'tis to hear 
or labours that are past. 

HELEN. 

I never went 
To that Barbiarian youth's adulterous cou6h 
By the swift oar impeU'd ; but winged Love 
Those hapless spousals form'd. 

MENELAU8. 

What God, what Fate 
Hath torn thee from thy country ? * 

HEI^EN. 

O my Lord, 
(14) The Son of Jove hath plac'd tne on the banks 
Of Nile. 

"MENELAUS. 

, J. 

With what amazement tib I hear 
This wonderous tale of thy celestial guide ! 

HELEN. 

Oft have I wept, and still the tear bediews ' 
These eyes: to Juno, Wife of Jove, I owe 
My ruin. 

' ■ MENELAUS. 

Wherefore wish'd she to have heapM 
Mischiefs on thee ? 

HELEN. 

Ye sources of whate'er 
To me hath been most dreadful, O ye' baths, ' 
And fountains, where those Goddesses adorn'd 
Their rival beauties, from whose influence rose 
That judgement ! 

MENtXAUS. 

Were those curses on thy head 
By Juno showef'd, that judgement to requite ? 

HELEN. 

To rescue me from Venus. 

(14) Mercnry. > ^^ , 
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MENELAUS. 

What thou mean'st 
Inform me. 

HELEN. 

Who to Paris had engaged — 
MENELAUS. 

O wretched woman ! 

HELEN. 

Wretched, wretched me ! 
Thus did she waft me to th' Egyptian coast. 

MENELAUS. 
Then in thy stead to him that image gave^ 
As thou inform'st me* 

HELEN. 

But alas^ what woes 
Thence visited our wretched house! ah Mother! 
Ah me ! 

MENELAUS. 

What say*st thou ? 

HELEN. 
Leda is no more. 
Around her neck she fix*d the deadly noose. 
On my account^ thro' my unhappy nuptials 
Overwhelmed with foul disgrace. 

MENEIfAUS. 

Alas! — but lives 
Hermione our Daughter ? 

HELEN. 

Yet un wedded. 
Yet childless, O my Husband, she bewails 
My miserable 'spousals, my disgrace. 

MENELAUS. 

O Paris, who hast utterly overthrown 
AH my devoted house, these curst events. 
Both thee (15), and Myriads of the Grecian troops 

(15) That Paris was no longer living, is evident, not only from this 
passage, but tiie whole cont^t of this Tragedy, the chronological data 
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With brazen arms refulgent, have destroyed. 

HELEN. 

But from my country in an evil hour. 
From my lov'd native city, and from you. 
Me b^th the Goddess driven, a wretoh accurs'd 
In that I left our home, and bridal bed, 
Which yet I left not, for those base espousals. 

CHORUS. 

If ye hereafter meet with happier fortune^ 
This may atone for all ye have endu/d 
Already, 

MESSENGER. 

To me too, O Menelaus, 
Communicate a portion of that joy 
Which I perceive, but know Yiot whence it springs. 

MENELAUS. 

Thou too, old Man, shalt in our conference share. 

MESSENGER. 

Was not she then the cause of all the woes 
Endur'd at Troy f 

MENELAUS. 

Not she : we were deceiv'd 
By those immortal Powers, whose plastic hand 
Moulded a cloud into that baleful image* 

» 

date of which (See ▼• 7Z2 in Barnes's edition) cannot be less than seven 
years subsequent to tlie Trojan Captives, where the death of Paris, and 
Helen's being afterwards married to Deiphobus, are particularly men- 
tioned : I mean the counterfeit Helen, the image formed of unsubstantial 
air, for we find the real Helen was all tlie time in Pharos, at the palace of 
Proteus, and his Son Theoclymenus, Kings of .^gypt. But a singular 
mistal^e, which must, no doubt, haye been originally owing either to 
the impertinence of some ignorant Tr^scriber, er a mere error of the 
press, occurs in a great part of the editions and Latin translations of tiiis 
piece, where in the list of << Persons of the Drama," the name of Paris 
is immediately subjoined to that of Helen. Barnes and Carmelli have 
corrected tb^ most palpable blunder: but the reader who consults Dr. 
Musgrave's edition, will there find Paris inserted botb in the Greek and 
Jiatin, as an actor in this piece. 
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MESSENGER. 

What words are these yuu utter? have we toil'd 
Xn vain, and pn]y for an empty cloud? 

MENELAUS* 

These deeds were wrought by JunOj and the stxifp . 
Twixt the three Goddesses. . s 

MESSENGER. 

But is this woman 
Indeed your Wife ? 

MENELAUS, 

E'en she : and thou for this 
On my assertipn safely may'st depend. 

MESSENGER. 
My Daughter, O how variabJe is Jove, 
And bow inscrutal^ie ! for he with ease 
Whirls us around; now here, now there; one suffers 
Full many toils ; another, who ne^^r knew 
What sorrow was, is swallow'd up at once 
In swirt perdition, nor in Fortui^e's gifts 
A firm and lasting tenure doth enjoy. . 
Thou and thy Husband have endur'd a war. 
Of slander thou, but he of pointed spears : 
For by the tedious labours he endur'd 
He nothing could obtain, but now obtains 
The greatest and the happiest of all boons. 
Which comes to him uns<}Ught. Thou ^ast nptshaniM 
Thy aged Father, and the Sons of Jove, 
Nor acted as malignant rumour speaks. 
•— i now renew thy byn>eneal rite. 
And still am mindful of the torch I bore, 
Bunning before the steeds, when in a car 
Thou with this favoured Bridegroom wert convey'd 
From thy palerual mansion's happy gates. 
For woithless is that Servant who neglects 
pis Masters' interests, nor partakes their joys, 
^ior feels for their afflictions. | wias bori^ 
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ideed a Slave, yet I with generous Slaves 
^ould still be nutnber'd, for altho' the Dame 
I bear is abject, y<^t m\ soul is free. 
Far better this, than if i had at once 
SiiflFer*d two evils, a conupied heart, 
And vile subjection to another's will. 

M£NFXAUS. 

Courage, old Man : for thou hast borne my shield^ . 
And in my cause endur'd unnumbered toils. 
Sharing my dangers: now partake my joys; 
Go tell the friends I left, what thou hast seen^ 
And our auspicious fortunes : on the shore 
Bid ihem remam, till our expected conflict 
Is finish'd ; and observe how we may sail 
Ffom this loath'd coast; that, with our better fortune 
Conspirmg, we if possible may 'scape 
From these Barbarians. 

MESSENGER. 

Your commands, O King, 
Shall be obeyM. But I perceive how vain 
And how replete will) falshood is the voire 
Of Prophets : no dependance can be placM 
Upon the^tames that from the altar rise^ 
Or on the voices of the tieatber'd choir. 
It is the height of folly to suppose 
That birds are able to instruct mankind. 
For Galchas, to the host, nor by bis words 
Nor signs, declared, " I for a Cloud behold 
^' My fi'iends in battle slain.*' The Seer was mute, 
Afiii Troy in 4^ain was t^ken. But perhaps 
You will rejoin, ** 'twas not the will of Heaven 
" That he should speak." Why then do we consnit 
These Prophets? We by sacrifice should ask 
F<ir I lessings from the Gofls, anu lay aside 
All auguries. This vain deiusive bait 
Was but Invented to beguile mankind. 
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No sluggard e'er grew rich by Divination, 

The best of Seers are Prudence and Discernment. 

lExii I^ESSENGER. 
CHORUS. 

My sentiments on Prophets well accord 
With those of this old man. He whom the God$ 
Th' immortal Gods befriend^ in his own house 
Hath a response that never can mislead. 

HELEN. 

So be it. ' All thus far is well. But how 
You came with safety, O unhappy Man, 
From Troy, 'twill nought avail for me to know$ 
Yet with the sorrows of their friends, have frienda 
A wish to be acquainted. 

MENELAUS. 

Thou bast ask^d 
A multitude of questions in one short 
And blended sentence. Why should I recount 
To thee our sufferings on the ^gean deep, 
Those treacherous beacons, by the vengeful hand 
Of Nauplius kindled on Euboea's rocks. 
The towns of Crete, or in the Libyan realm. 
Which I have visited, and the fam'd heights 
Of (\6) Perseus ? never could my words assuage 
Thy curiosity, and, by repeating 
My woes to thee, I should but grieve the more. 
And yet a second time those sufferings feel. 

(1^) Barnes is of opinion that the western regions of Africa, where 
Persens overcame the Gorgons, and slew their Qneen Medusa, (as men- 
tioned in Diodorus Sicuhis, Ovid's Metamorphoses, ^d the Dionystaca 
of Nonnns) are here meant ; bnt tlie passage in Herodotus, L. ii, 15, re- 
ferred to by Dr. Musgrave, mentions iitoatue trwinm, as situated in the 
/Egyptian Delta; as does Strabo ; and after him CeDarius, and the hiter 
geographical writers : but Menelaos, who appears never to have been in 
iEgypt before, is represented as having just landed on the adjacent isle 
of Pharos, the residence of its Kings, after having been driven to other 
parts of Africa, and is therefore more likely to be here speaking of those 
hills where Perseus discomfited the Gorgons. 
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H£LEN. 

You in your answer have been more discreet 
Than I who such a question did propose. 
But pass o'er all beside, and only tell me 
How long you wander'd o'er the briny main. 

MENELAUS. 

Year after year, besides the ten at Troy, 
Seven tedious revolutions of the Sun. 

HELEN. 

The time you speak of, O unhappy Man, 
Is long indeed : but from those dangers sav'd 
You hither come to bleed. 

MENELAUS.] ^ 

What words are these ? 
What dost thou mean ? O, how hast thou undone mel 

HELEN. 

Fly from these regions with your utmost speed ; 
Or he to whom this bouse belongs will slay you. 

MENELAUS. 

What have I done that merits such a fate? . 

HELEN. 

You hither come an unexpected guesty 
And are a hindrance to my bridal rite. 

MENELAUS. 

Is there a man then who presumes to wed 
My Consort i > 

HELEN, 

And with arrogance to treat me^ 
Which I, alas, have hitherto endur'd. 

MENELAUS. 

Of private rank, in his own strength alone 
Doth he confide^ or rules he o'er the laud ? * 

HELEN. 

Lord of this region, royal Proteus' Son. 

MENELAUS. 

This is the very riddle which I heard 
From yonder female Servant. 
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HELEN. 

At wliich gate 
Of this Barbarian palace did you stand ? 

MENELAUS* 

Here, whence I like a Beggar was repell'd* 

HELEN. 

What^ did you beg for food ? ah wretched me! 

MENELAUS. 

The fact was thus : tho' I that abject name 
AssumM not, 

HELEN. 

You then know, it seems, the whole 
About my nuptials. 

MENELAUS. 

This I kn6w : but whether 
Thou hast escap'd th' embraces of the King 
I still am uninform'd. 

HELEN. 

That f have kept 
Your bed still spbtless, may you rest assur'dr 

MENELAUS. 

How canst thou prove the fact? if thou speak truth 
To me, it will give pleasure. : ' 

HELEN* 

Do you see. 
Close to the tomb, my miserable seat? 

MENELAUS. 

I on the ground behold a couch i but what 
Hast thou to do with that, O wretched woman ? 

HELEN, 

Here I a> suppliant bow'd, that I might 'scape 
From those espousals. 

MENELAUS. 

Could'st thou find no altar. 
Or dost thou follow the Barbarian mode ? 

HELEN. 

Equally with the tempte* of the Gods 
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Will this protect me. 

MENELAUS. 

Is not then my bark 
Allow'd to waft thee to the Spartan shore i 

HELEN. 

Rather the sword than Helen's bridal bed 
Awaits you. 

MENELAUS. 

Thus should I of all mankind 
Be the most wretched. ' 

HELEN. 

Let not shame prevent 
Your scaping from this land. 

MENELAUS. 

And leaving tfaee. 
For whom I laid the walls of Ilion waste ? 
? HELEN. 

Twere better than to perish in the cause 
Of me your Consort. 

MENELAUS. 

Such unmanly deeds 
As these thou speak'st of would dbgrace the Chief 
Who conquer'd Troy. 

HELEN. 

I 

You cannot slay the King^ 
Which is perhaps the project you have form'd. 

MENELAUS. 

Hath he then such a body as no steel 
Can penetrate ? 

HELEN. 

My reasons yon shall know. 
But it becomes not a wise man t' attempt 
What cannot be perform'd. 

MENELAUS. 

Shall I submit 
My hands in silence to the galling chain ? 

HlSLEN. 

YiCMi knbw itot ho^ to act in these dire strait* 
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To which we are reduc'd : but of some plot 
Must we avail ourselves. 

MENELAUS. 

Twere best to die 
In some brave action than without a conflict* 

H£LEN« 

One only hope of safety yet remains. 

MENELAUS. 

By gold can it be purchas'd^ or depends it 
On dauntless courage^ or persuasive words? 

HELEN. 

Of your arrival if the Monarch hear not. 

MENELAUS. 

Who can inform him? he will never sure 
Know who I am. 

HELEN. 
He hath a sure associate. 
Within his palace, equal to the Gods. 

MENELAUS. 

Some voice which from its inmost chambers sounds? 

HELEN. 

No : 'tis his Sister, her they call Theonoe. 

MENELAUS. 

She bears indeed a most prophetic name ; 
But say, what mighty deeds can she perform i 

HELEN. 

All things she knows, and will inform her Brother. 
That you are here. 

MENELAUS. 

We both, alas, must die. 
Nor can I possibly conceal myself. 

HELEN. 

Could our united supplications move her i 

MENELAUS. 

To do what action i into what vain hope 
Would'st thou mislead me ? . 

hklen« 

Not to tell her Brother 



\ 
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That you are in the laud. ' 

MENELAUS. 

If we prevail 
Thus far^ can we escape from these domains f 

HELEN. 

With ease^ if she concur in our design, 
But not without her knowledge. 

MENELAUS. 

This depends 
On thee : for Woman best prevails with woman. 

HELEN. 

Around her knees these suppliant hands 111 twine. 

MENELAUS. 

Go then: but what if she reject our prayer? 

HELEN. 

You certainly must die ; and I by force 
Shall to the King be wedded. 

MENELAUS. 

Thou betray'st me ; 
That force thou talk'st of is but mere pretence. 

HELEN. 

But by your (17) head that sacred oath I swear. 

MENELAUS. 

What say'st thouj wilt thou die, and never change 
Thy Husband ? 

(17) T^idanis, in the Orestes of our Antiior, v. 485, reproaches hb 
son in law Menelaus with having dwelt so long among Barbarians as to 
adopt their maimers ; and I am induced to think that Enripides here 
means to convey the same idea of Helen; as the << swearing by the Head 
^^ of Amither^ with which Juvenal charges the degenerate Greeks of hb 
days, and no doubt, by implication, his own countrymen, evidently took 
its origin from the aduhition of Slaves to their Tyrants, though some- 
times made use of with regard to those who were peculiarly dear to 
them. Atfaenaeus mentions the usage of swearing by the Head an oe- 
cmat rf Us being mured, but furnishes no quotation apposite to the pre- 
sent subject. If we descend to the Latin writers, VirgU represents 
Awas M wont to swear by the head of his son Ascanius: but Uie most 
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HELEN. 

By the seit-same sword : my corse 
Shall lie beside you. 

MENELAVS. 

To confirm the words 
Which thou hast spoken, take my band. 

HELEN. 

I take 
Your hand, and swear that after you are dead 
I will not live. ' 

MENELAUS. 

And I will put an end 
To my existence, if deprived of thee. 

HELEN. - ■ 

But how shall we die so as to procure 
Immortal gloiy? 

MENELAUS. 

Soon as on the tomb 
Thee I have slain, myself will I destroy. 
But first a mighty conflict shall decide 
Our claims who to thy bridal bed aspire. 
Let him who 'dares, draw near : for the renowft' 
I won at Troy, I never will b€»ly. 
Nor yet returning to the Grecian shor^ 
Suffer unnumbei'd taunts for having reft 
Thetis of her Achilles, and beheld 
Ajax the Telamonian hero slain^ 

extTOTagant flattery was then frequent ; tlie Rmmib swore by the Head 
of their Emperor ; and the two Uses wbidi 0?id, in one ai his Elegies 
fipom Pontus, puts into the mooth of Copid, 

Per mea tela fhces, & per mea tela sagittaa, 
Per matrem jure, Caesareumque caput. 

By every torch, by every shaft I bear, 
My Motiier too, and CaBsar's head, I swear. 

are by no means laid before the reader as a specimen of peculiar servi* 
$ty in that exiled Bard, but as the usual langnage of tha Poets wl^« 
Augustus patronised. 
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(18) Witli Neleus' GmndsoD^ tho' I dare not Ueed 

To save my Consort. Yet on thy behalf 

Without regret, will I surrender up 

This fleeting life : for if the Gods are wise 

They lightly scatter dust upon the tomb 

Of the brave man wtu) by his foes is slain ; 

Bat pile whole mountains ou the coward's breast. 

CHORUS. 

O may the race of Tantalus, ye Gods, 
At length be prosperous, may their sorrows cease ! 

Wretch that I am i for such is my hard tkie : 
O Menelaus, we are lost for ever. 
The Prophetess Theonoe, from the palace 
Comes forth : J hear the souading gales unbarr'd. 
Fly from this spot. But whither can you fly ? 
For your arrival here, full well she knows, 
Absent, or present. How, O wretched me. 
Am I undone! in safety you return 
From Troy, from a barbarian land, to rush 
Again upon the swords of fresh Barbarians. 

THEONOE, MENELAUS, HELEN, CHORUS, 

THEONOE, tcoMufktr AttendtaUs. 

Lead thou the way, sustaining in thy hand' 
The kindled torch, and fan the ambient air. 
Observing every due and solemn rife. 
That we may breathe the purest gales of Heaven. 
Meanwhile do thou, if any impious foot 
Have mark'd the path, with lustral flames efface 

(18) Antflochus the son of Nestor, who, according to Homer in hb 
Odyssey, was slain by Memmon : in the text it stands ©rjc-iw; vt meuia ; 
but Brodaeus in the stead of ©tiowg proposes to read Vutto^ ; and Dr. 
Ik9(psgraye NnX«uc, as a smaller variation from the manuscripts. Some al- 
teration is evidently requisite, because Acamas and Demophoon, the 
two sons of Theseus, both, returned safe from Troy, as, Brodsus ob- 
■erves, Euripides himself has mentioned in his Tragedies of Hecuba, 
and the CSuldren of Hercules. ^ 

▼OL. III. B 
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I 

■ 

The taint, and wave the pitchy brand around, 
That I may pass ; and when we have perform'd 
Our duteous homage to th* immortal Powers^ 
Into the palace let the flame be borne^ 
Restore it to the Lares. What opinion 
Have you, O Helen, of th' events foretold 
By my prophetic voice? Your Husband comes 
Your Menelaus in this land appears, « 

Reft of his ships, and of your image reft. 
^Scap'd from what dangers, O unhappy man, 
Art thou aniv'd, allho' thou know'st not yet 
. Whether thou e'er shalt to thy home return. 
Or here remain. For there is strife in Heaven ; 
And Jove on thy account this day will hold 
A council; Juno^ who was erst thy ibe, 
Now grown benignant, with thy Consort safe 
To Sparta would convey thee, that all Greece 
Mny understand that the fictitious nuptials 
Of Paris, were the baleful gift of Venus. 
But Venus wants to frustrate thy return. 
Lest she should be convicted, or appear 
At least the palm of beauty to have purchased 
By vending Helen for a Wife to Paris. 
But this important question to decide. 
On me depends ; 1 either can destroy thee. 
Which is the wish of Venus, by informing 
My Brother thou art here; or save thy life 
By taking Juno's side, and thy arrival 
Concealing from my Brother, who enjoined me - 
To inform hini whensoe'er thou on these shores 
Should'st land. Who bears the tidings to my Brother, 
That Menelaus' self is here, to save me 
Frou) his resentment ? 

H^LEN. 

At thy knees I fall, 
O Virgin, as a suppliant, and here lake 
Mj miserable seal, both for myself. 
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And him whom, scarce restored to me, I sec 
Now on the verge of death. Forbear t' inform 
Thy Brother, that to these fond arms my Lord 
Again is come. O save him, I implore thee; 
Nor gratify thy Brother, by betraying 
The feelings of humanity, to purchase 
A wicked and unjust applause : for Jove 
Detests all violence^ he bids^ us use 
What we possess, but not encrease our stores 
By rapine. It is better to be poor, 
Than gain unrighteous wealth. For all mankind 
Enjoy these common blessings Air and Earth; 
Nor ought we our own house with gold to fill, 
By keeping fraudfally another's right, 
Or seizing it by violence. For Hermes, 
Commission'd by the blest immortal Powers, 
Hathy at my cost, consign'd me to thy Sire, 
To keep me for this Husband, who is here 
And claims me back again : but by what means 
Can he receive me after he is dead i 
Or how can the Egyptian King, restore me 
A living Consort to my breathless Lord ? 
Consider therefore, both the will of Heaven 
And that of thy great Father. Would the God, 
Would the deceased, surrender up or keep. 
Another's right ? I deem they would restore it. 
Hence to thy foolish Brother should'st not thou 
Pay more respect than to thy virtuous Sire. 
And sure if thou, a Prophetess, who utter'st 
Th' oracular responses of the Gods, 
Break'st thro' thy Father's justice, to comply 
Wifh an unrighteous Brother: it were base 
In thee to understand each mystic truth 
Reveal'd by the immortal Powers, the things 
That are, and those that are not ; yet overlook 
The rules of justice. But O stoop to save 
Me, miserable me, from all those ills 

e2 
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In which I am iavolv'd ; this great exertion 

Of thy benignant aid, my fortunes claim. 

For there is no man who abhors not Helen ; 

Tis rumoured thro* all Greece that I betray'd 

My Husband, and abode beneath the roofs 

Of wealthy Phrygia. But to Greece once more 

Should I return, and to the Spartan realm ; 

When they are told, and see, how to the arts 

Of these contending Goddesses they owe 

Their ruin ; but that I have to my friends 

Been ever true, they to the rank I held 

'Midst chaste and virtuons matrons, wilt restore mer 

My Daughter too, whom no man dares to wed) 

From me her bridal portion shall receive ; 

And I, no longer doomed to lead the life 

Of an unhappy vagrant, shall enjoy 

The treasures that oar palaces contain. 

Had Menelaus died, and been consumed 

In the funereal pyre, I should have wept 

For him far distant in a foreign realm ; 

But now shall I for ever be bereft 

Of him who lives, and seem'd to have escap*^ 

From every danger. Virgin, act not thus; 

To thee I kneel a suppliant ; O confer 

On me this boon, and emulate the justice 

Of your great Sire. For fair renown attends 

The children, from a virtuous father sprung. 

Who equal their hereditary worth. 

THEONOE. 

Most piteous are the words which you have' spoken^ 
You also claim my pity : but I wish 
To hear what Menelaus ye^ can plead 
To save his life. 

MENELAUS. 

I cannot at your knees 
Fall prostrate, or with tears these eye-lids stain : 
For I should cover all the great exploits 
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Which I atchiev'd at Hion with disgrace. 

If I became a dastard ; tho' some hold 

Tis not unworthy of the brave to weep 

When wretched. But this honourable part 

(If such a part can e'er be honourable) 

I will not act, because the prosperous fortunes 

Which erst were mine, are present to my soul. 

If then you haply arc disposed to save 

A foreigner who justly claims his Wife, 

Restore her, and protect us: if you spurn 

Our suit, I am not now ibr the first time. 

But have been often wretched, and your name 

Shall be recorded as an impious woman. 

These thoughts, which I hold worthy of myself. 

And just, and such as greatly must affect 

Your inmost heart, I at your Father's tomb 

With energy will utter. — Good Old man. 

Beneath this marble sepnlclire who dwell'st. 

To thee I sue, restore my Wife, whom Jove 

Sent hither to thy realm, that thou fpr me 

Might'st guard her. Thou, I know, since thou art dead. 

Canst ne'er have power to give her back again ? 

But she, this holy Priestess, will not suffer 

Reproach to fall on her illustrious Sire, 

Whom I invoke amid the shades beneath : 

For this depends on her. Thee too I call, 

O Pluto, to my aid, who hast receiv'd 

Full many a corse, which fell in Helen's cause 

Beneath my sword, and still retain'st the prize : 

"Either restore them now to life, or force 

Her who seems mightier than her pious Father, 

To give me back my Wife. But of my Contort 

If ye resolve to rob me, I will urge 

Those arguments which Helen hath omitted. 

Know then, O Virgin, first I by an oath 

Have bound myself, your Brother to encounter, 

And he, or (^ jnust perish ; the pUin truth 
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Is thi$. But foot lo foot in equal combat^ 

If he refuse to meet me, and attempt 

To drive us suppliants from the tomb by famine, 

My Consort will I slay, and with the sword 

Here on this sepulchre my bosom pierce. 

That the warm current of our blood may stream 

Into the grave. Thus shall our corses lie 

Close to each other on this polished marble : 

To you eternal sorrow shall they cause, 

And foul reproach to your great Father's name. 

For neither shall your Brother wed my Helen, 

Nor any man beside: for I with me 

Will bear her; if 1 cannot bear her home. 

Yet will I bear her to the shades beneath* 

Bat why complain ? If I shed tears, and act 

The woman's part, I rather shall become 

An object of compassion, than deserve 

To be esteem'd a warrior. If you list. 

Slay me, for I can never fall ingloriods. 

But rather yield due credence to my words, 

So will you act with justice, and my Wife 

Shall 1 recover, 

CHORUS. 

To decide the cause 
On which we speak, belongs to thee, O Virgin : 
But so decide as to please all. 

THEONOE. 

By nature 
And inclination am I tbrni'd to act 
With piety, myself too I revere : 
Nor will I e'er pollute my Sire's renown. 
Or gratify my Brother by such means 
As might make me seem base. F'or from my birth. 
Hath justice in this bosom fix'd her shrine; 
(19) And since from Nereus I inherited 

(19^ '^ Nereus, the Grand-father of Tbeonoe, a Sea God, was, accord- 
<< iog to Hesiod,, a Prophet of oDimpeached veracity ; 
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This temper^ Menelaus will I strive 

To save. But now since Juno is dispos'd 

To be your friend, with her will I^ccord : 

May Venus be propitious^ tho' her rites 

I never have partaken, and will strive 

For ever to remain a spotless Maid. 

But I concur with thee, O Menelaus, 

In all thou tQ my Father at bis tomb 

Hast said; for with injustice should I act 

If I restored not Helen : had he liv'd. 

My Sjre on thee again would have bestowM 

Thy Consort, and her former Lord on Helen. 

For vengeance, in the shades of Hell beneath. 

And among all that breathe the vital air, 

Attends pn thpse who break their plighted (rust. 

The soul (20) of the deceas'd, ajtho' it live 

Indeed no longer, yet doth still retain 

A consciousness whicji lasts for ever, lodg'd 

In the eternal scene of its dbode, 

*Pie liquid Ether. To express myself 

'^ V^ffta t' a^'tuitet xw aXn9f» yuvalo wo/hg, 
'* nga0^1(4av weaiufr eoAct^ noKuai yi^7», 

** AffitleUf akk» iixeua xm wcut intia oiiiy, TheoG. ▼• Sd5« 

*' Old Nereos to the Sea was born of Elartb^ 

'* Nereos who claims the precedence in birth 

'* To their descendants ; him Old God they call^ 

*' Because sincere and affible to all ; 

*' In judgement moderation he preserves^ 

^ And never from the patlus of Justice swerves* Cooke. 

** and Horace, in the ^fteenth Ode of the first Book, gives us his fap 
** mous prophecy in regard to tJie war of Troy." Barnes. » 

(20) ^' From this passage may be discovered the true interpretation of 
** tiie opinion of ^naxagoras and Eiuipides ; that the soul of man is not 
^ immediately after death dissolved and scattered in the air, but whea 
** received into the free ether, as into an immortal vehiole, does not bve 
^< in the manner we do, but enjoys an immortal consciousness and a bet- 
** ter life, which is the true life of spirits," Barnes. 

The reader will see the subject further discussed by that learned com- 
mentator, on referring to lus notes on v« 535, and v» 1140, of the Sup- 
pliantS) and ▼. 529 of th^ Heraclidae. 
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Concisely, all that you requested me 
Will I conceal, nor with my counsels aid 
My Brother's folly; I to him shall shew 
A real friendship, tho' without the semblance. 
If I his vicious manners can reform 
And make him more religious. Therefore find 
JMeans to escape yourselves; for I will hence 
Depart in silence. First implore the Oods; 
To Venus sue, that she your safe return 
Would suffer; and to Juno, not to change 
The scheme which she hath form'd, both to preserve 
Your Lord and you. O my departed Sire, 
For thee will I exert my utmost might. 
That on thy honour'd name no foul reproach 
May ever rest. [£xft TttSOVOB* 

CHORUS. 

No impious man e'er prosperM: 
But fairest hopes attend an honest cause. 

HELEN, 

O Menelaus, as to what depends 
Upon the royal Maid, are we secure: 
But next doth it become you to propose 
Some means our safety to effect 

MENELAUS. 

Now listen 
To me ; thou in this palace long hast dwelt^ 
An inmate with the servants of the King* 

HELEN. 

Why speak you thus ? for you raise hopes^ as tho* 
You could do somewhat for our common good. 

MENELAUS. 

Canst thou prevail on any one of those 
Who guide the harness'd steeds, to furnish us 
With a s. ilt car? 

HELEN* 

' Perhaps I might succeed 

In that attempt. But how shall we escape 



HELEN. 57 

Who to these fields and this Barbarian land 
Are strangers ? An impracticable thing 
Is this you speak of. 

MENELAUS. 

Well, bat in the palace 
Conceardy if with this sword the King I slay. 

HELEN. 

His Sister will not suffer this in silence^ 
If you attempt aught 'gainst her Brother's life. 

MENELAUS. 

We have no ship in which we can escape ; 
For that which we brought hither^ by the waves 
Is swallow'd up. 

HELEN. 
Now hear what I propose ; 
From woman's lips if wisdom ever flow. 
Will you permit a rumour of your detith 
To be dispersed ? 

MENELAUS. 

This were an evil omen i 
But I, if any benefit arise 
From such report^ consent to be caWd dead 
While I yet live. 

HELEN. 
That impious Tyrant's pity, 
Our female choir shall move, with tresses shorn, 
And chaunt funereal strains. 

MENELAUS. 

What tendency 
Can such a project have to our deliverance ? 

HELEN. 
I will allege that 'tis an antient custom ; 
And of the Monarch his permission crave, ^ 

That I on'you, as if you in the sea 
Had perish'd, may bestow a vacant tomb. 

MENELAUS. 

If he consent, how can this feign'd intermeat 
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Enable us to fly without a ship I 

HELEN. 

I will command a bark to be prepar'd^^ 
From whence into the bosom of the deep 
Funereal trappings I may cast. 

MENELAUS. 

How well 
And wisely hast thou spoken ! but the tomb 
If he direct thee on the strand to raise^ 
Nought can this scheme avail. 

HELEN, 

But I will say 
Tis not the usage, in a Grecian realm. 
With earth to cover the remains of those 
Who perish*d in the waves^ 

MENELAUS. 

Thou hast again 
Remov'd this obstacle.: I then with thee 
Will sail, and the funereal trappings place 
In the same vessel. 

HELEN. 

*Tis of great importance 
That you, and all those mariners who 'scap'd 
The shipwreck, should be present. 

MENELAUS. 

If we find 
A bark at anchor, with our falchions arm'd 
In one collected band will we assail 
And board it. 

HELEN. 
To direct all this, belongs 
To you ; but may the prosperous breezes fill 
Our sails, and guide us o'er the billowy deep. 

MENELAUS. 

These vows shall be accomplished ; for the Gods 
At length will cause my toils to cease : but whence 
Wilt thou pretend thou heard*st that I was dead ? 
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Yourself shall be the messenger; relate 
How you alone escap'd his piteous doom, 
A partner of the voyage with the Son 
Of Atreus> and the witness of his death. 

MENELAUS. 

This tatter'd vest will testify my shipwreck. 

HELEN. 

How seasonable was that which seem*d at first 
To be a grievous loss! but the misfortune 
May end perhaps in bliss. 

MENELAUS. 

Must I with thee 
Enter the palace, or before this tomb 
Sit motionless ? 

HELEN. 
Here stay : for if the King 
By force should strive to tear you hence, this tomb 
And your drawn sword will save you. But FU go 
To my apartment, shear my flowing hair, 
For sable weeds this snowy vest exchange. 
And rend with bloody nails these livid cheeks : 
For 'tis a mighty conflict, and I see 
These two alternatives; if in my plots 
Detected, I must die; or to my country 
I shall return, and save your life. O Juno, 
Thou sacred Queen, who shar'st the couch of Jove, 
Relieve two wretches from their toils ; to thee 
Our suppliant arms uplifting high t'wards Heaven 
With glittering stars adorn'd, thy blest abode. 
We sue: and thou, O Venus, who didst gain 
The palm of beauty thro* my promis'd 'spousals, 
Spare me, thou Daughter of Dione, spaie (^1); 

(91) '' There were two Venuses, the one sprung from the Sea, the 
'^ other from Dione and Jupiter, on which subject Plato in his Banquet, 
^ rf^marks, that since tiiere are two Venuses there must of ueceuity be 
^ two Lo?es. For it is undeniable that two different Goddesses tliera 
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For thou enough hast injur'd me already ; 

Exposing not my person, i)ut my name. 

To those Barbarians : suffer me to die 

If thou wilt slciy me, in my native land. 

Why art thou still insatiably malignant? 

Why dost thou harrass me by love, by fraud, 

By the invention of these new deceits. 

And by thy mau:ic philtres plunge in blood 

Our miserable house ? If thou hadst rul'd 

With mildness, thou to man^hadst been most grateful 

Of all the Gods. I speak not this at random. 

[HELEN and MENELAUs retire behind the tomb. 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 
I. 1. 

On thee who build'st thy tuneful seat 
Protected by the leafy groves, I call, 
O Nightingale, thy accents ever sweet 
Their murmuring melancholy fall 
Prolong P O come, and with thy plaintive strain 

Aid me to utter my distress. 
Thy woes, O Helen, let the song express. 
And those of Troy now levell'd with the plain 
By Grecian might. From hospitable shores. 

Relying on Barbaric oars. 
The spoiler Paris fled. 
And o'er the deep to Priam's realm with pride 

Bore his imaginary biide^ 

^^ are, each of whom is a Venus: one of them, the eldn*, who had no 
^' Mother, and was bom only from ITranns, or Heaven her Father, she 
^' is called the celesiial Venus ; the other, younger. Daughter of Jupiter 
** and Dione; and to her we give the name of the vulgar Venus. 
^ Sydenham." Barnes. 

On turning to Hesiod, Tlieog. v. 180 — 200, the reader will find a pir- 
cnmstantiai history of the birth of the elder, or celestial Venus, and the 
two accounts of her being ipning from Ouranus without a Mother^ and 
from the Sea, perfectly reconciled. 
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Fancying that thou hadst grac'd his bed. 
To nuptials fraught with shame by wanton Venus led. , 

I. 2. , 
Unnumber'd Greeks, transpierc'd with spears^ 

Or crush'd beneath the falling ramparts, bled : 
Hence with her tresses shorn, immers'd in tears 

The Matron wails her lonely bed. 
But Naupllus, kindling near th' Eubcean deep 

Those torches, o'er our host prevail'd ; 
Tbo' with a single bark the traitor sail'd. 
He wreck'd whole fleets against Caphareus' steep, 
And the iEgean coasts, the beacon seem'd 

A star, and thro' Heaven's concave gleam'd, . 
Plac'd on the craggy height. 
While flush*d with conquest, from the Phrygian strand 
They hastened to their native land. 
Portentous source of bloody fight. 
The Cloud by Juno form'd, beguil*d their dazzled sight. 

II. K 
Whether the I-mage was divine. 

Drew from terrestrial particles its birth. 
Or from the middle region, how define 

By curious segErch, ye Sons of Earth f 
Far from unravelling Heaven's abstruse intents. 

We view the world tost to and fro, 
Mark strange vicissitudes of joy and woe. 
Discordant and miraculous events. 
Thou, Helen, art indeed the child of Jove. 

The Swan, thy Sire, inflam'd by love. 
To Leda's bosom flew : 
Yet with imputed crimes malignant Fame 

Thro' Greece arraigns thy slandered name. 

Of men I know not whom to trust. 
But what the Gods pronounce have I found ever just. 

n. 2. 

Frantic are ye who seek renown 
Amid the horrors of th' embattled field. 
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Who masking guilt beneath a laurel crown 

With nervous arm the i'alchion wield^ , 

Npt slaughter'd thousands can your fury sate. 
If still success the judgement guide^ 

If bloody battle right and wrong decide. 

Incessant strife must vex each rival state : 

Hence from her home departs each Phrygian wife, 
O Helen, when the cruel strife 

Which from thy charms arose. 

One conference might have clos'd : now myriads dwell 
With Phito in the shades of hell. 
And tlames, as when Jove's vengeance throws 

The bolt, have caught her towers and finished Ilion's 
woes. 

THEOCLYMENUS, CHORUS, (HELEN anb 

MENELAUS BEHIND THE TOMB.) 
THEOCLYMENUS. 

Hail, O thou tomb of iny illustrious Sire! 
For thee have I interred before my gate. 
That with thy shade I might' hold frequent conference^ 
O Proteus ; Theoclymenus thy Son, 
Thee, O my Father, oft as he goes forth," 
Oft as he enters these abodes, accosts. 
But to the palace now convey those hounds 
And nets, my Servants. I full many a time 
Have bhim'd myself, because I never punish'd 
With death such miscreants; now I am informed 
That publicly some Greek to these domains 
Is come unnoticed by my guards, a spy. 
Or one who means to carry Helen off 
By stealth : but if I seize him, he shall die. 
Methiiiks I find all over: for the Daughter 
Of Tyndarus sits no longer at the tomb. 
But from these shores hath fled, and now is crossing 
The billowy deep. Unbar the gates, bring forth 
My coursers from the stalls, and brazen cars ; 
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Lest thro* my wapt of vigilance the Dame 

Whom I would make my Consort^ should escape me. 

Borne from this land. — Yet stay ; for I behold 

Those we pursue still here beneath this rOof, 

Nor are they fled. Ho ! why in sable vest 

Hast thou array'd thy^lf^ why cast aside 

Thy robes of white, and from thy- graceful head 

With ruthless steel thy glowing ringlets shorne^ 

And wherefore bath'd thy cheek with recent tears? 

Groan'st thou, by visions of the night apprised 

Of some calamity, or hast thou heard 

Within, a rumour that afflicts thy soul? 

HELEN. 
My Lord, (for I already by that name 
Accost you,) I am utterly undone, 
M V former bliss is vanished, and I now 
Am nothing* 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Art thou plung'd into distress 
So irretrievable? what cruel Fate 
Hath overtaken thee ? 

HELEN. 
My Menelaus, 
(Ah, how shall I express myself ?)js dead. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Altho' I must not triumph in th* even 
Thou speak*st of; yet to me 'tis most auspicious. 
How know'st thou? Did Theonoe tell thee this? 

HELEN. 
She and this mariner, who' when he perished 
Was present, both concur in the same tale. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Is there a man arriv*d, who for the truth 
Of that account can vouch ? 

HELEN. 

He is arriv'd : 



64 HELEN. 

/ And would to Heaven that such auspicious fortune 
Ab I could wish attended hinu 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Who is be ? 
Where is he ? I would know the real fact. 

HELEN. 

Tis be who stupified with sorrow sits 
Upon the tomb. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

In what unseemly garb 
Is he array'd, O Phoebus! 

HELEN. 
In tliat dress, 

^hme! methiaks my Husband I behold. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

But in what country was the stranger bom. 
And whence did he come hither ? 

H£i:4EN. 

He's a Greek, 
One of those Greeks who with my Husband sail'd. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

How doth he say that Menelaus died? 

HELEN. 

(€2) Most wretchedly^ ingulph'd amid the waves. 

(S2) ^' The antients held duDWBiiig to ibe Ibe most miserable qpeoies of 
'' death, either becaiise they adopted the opinioD of Hetsclitni, .aod, 
'< considering the soul as fire, appreliended that it was hence extki- 
*^ guished ; or because those who perished in that manner were usually 
^ deprived of funereal rites, and left to be devoured by fishes : whence 
<' arose that lamentation of the Mother for her Son wdliose body was im- 
<< meised in the water^ when his head^ severed Irom it hy the io9y jPiai 
* laid on the pyre ; 

Hoc peperi flammis, cxtera, dixit^ aquis. 

This I produced to feed the sacred flame. 
The rest, ahis, th* insatiate waters claim. 

*^ Hence Achilles in Homer, and iEneas in Virgil, deprecate this death 
« as of all others the moit viserablo and inglorious." Barnes* 



HELEN. 65 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Where ? as he pass'd o'er the Barbarian seas ? 

fiELEN. 

Dash*d on the rocks of Libya, which affords 
No haven. 

THEOCLYMENUS, 

But whence happened it, that he 
This partner of his voyage did not perish ? 

HELEN. 

The worthless are more prosperous than the brave. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Where left he the wreck'd fragments of his ship 
When he came hither? 

HELEN. 

There, where would to Heaven 
Perdition had overtaken him, and spar'd 
The life of Menelaiis. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

He, it seems, 
Is then no more : but in what bark arriv'd 
This Messenger? 

HELEN. 
Some sailors, as he says. 
By cliance pass'd by, and snatched him froni the waves* 

THEOCLYIifENUS. 
But where's that hateful pest which in thy stead 
Was sent to I lion ? 

itELfiN. 
Speak you of a Clou4> 
Resembling me? it mounted to the skies. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
O Priam, for how frivolousi a cause 
Thou with thy Troy didst perish ! 

HELEN. 

In their woes 
I too have been involv'd. 

▼OI. III. F 
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THEOCLYMENUS. 

But did he leave 
Thy Husband's corse unburied, or strew dust 
O'er his remains? 

HELEN. 

He left them uninterr'd. 
Ah, wretched me ! 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

And didst thou for this cause 
Sever the ringlets of thy auburn hair ? 

HELEN. 
Still is be dear^ lodg'd in this faithful breast. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Hast thou sufficient reason then* to weep 
For this calamity ? 

HELEN. 
Could you bear lightly 
Your Sister's death ? 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

No surely. But what mean& 
Thy still residing at this marble tomb? 

HELEN. 
Why do you harrass me with taunting words> 
And why disturb the dead i 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Because, still constant 
To thy first Husband, from my love thou fliest. 

HELEN. 

But I will fly no longer : haste, begin 
The nuptial rite. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
'Twas long ere thou didst come 
To this : but I such conduct must applaud. 

HELEN. 
Know you then how to act ? let us forget 
All that has pass'd. 



fc % 
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THEOCLYMENUS. 

Upon what terms? with kindness 
Should kindness be repaid. 

HELEN. 

Let us conchide 
The peace>. and O be reconcird. 

THEOCLYMENUSi 

All strife 
With thee I to the winds of Heaven consign. 

HELEN. 

. Now, since you are my friend, I by those knees 
Conjure you. 

THEOCLYMENUS. ) 

With what object in thy view. 
To me an earnest suppliant dost thou bend ? 

HELEN. 

I my departed Husband would inter. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

What tomb can be bestow'd upon the absent ? 
Would'st thou inter his shade ? 

HELEN. ' 

There is a custom 
Among the Greeks established, that the man 
Who in the ocean perishes — 

THEOCLYMENUS. %; 

What is it ? 
For in such matters Pelops' race are wise. 

HELEN. ; 

To bury in their stead an empty vest. 

THEOCLYMENUS. j 

Perform funereal rites, and heap the tomb 
On any ground thou wilt. 

HELEN. 

We in this fashion 
Bury not the drown*d mariner, 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

How then ? 

F 2 
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I am a stranger to the Grecian customs. 

HELEN. 

Each pious gift due to our breathless friends 
We cast into the sea. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

On the Deceased 

What presents for thy sake can I bestow ? 

HELEN. 

I know not : for in offices like these 
Am I unpractis'd^ having erst been happy. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

An acceptable message have you brought, 
O stranger. 

MENELAUS. 

Most ungratefnl to myself 
And the Deceased. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

What funereal rites on those 
Ocean hath swallowed up, do ye bestow ? 

MENELAUS. 
Such honours as each individual's wealth 
Enables us to pay him. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Name the cost. 
And for her sake receive whatever you will. 

MENELAUS. 

Blood is our first libation to the dead. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

What blood ? inform me, for with your instructions 
I. will comply. 

MENELAUS. 

Determine that thyself. 
For whatsoe'er thou giv'st will be sufficient. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

The customary victims 'ittong Barbarians 
Are either horse or bull. 
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MENEIAUS. 

Whate'er thou givV, 
Let it be somewhat princely, 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

My rich herds 
With these are amply furnish'd. 

MENEL4US. 

And the bier 
Without the corse is borne in solemn state. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

It shall: but what is there beside which custom 
Requires to grace the funeral* 

MENEIAUS. 

(23) Brazen arms : 
For war was what he lov'd. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

We will bestow 
Such pr^ents as are worthy of the race 
Of mighty Pelops, 

MENELAUS. 

And those budding flowers 
Th' exliberant soil produces. 

THEOCLYMENUS, 

But say, how 
And in what manner ye these offerings plunge 
Into the ocean. 

MEl^^ELAUS. 

We must have a bark 
And mariners to ply the oars. 

r 

(23) In Qnintiis Calaber the fanereal pyre of AchfUes is repteeented 
as heaped with armour : and the antient Poeli take care to famish their 
Heroes in the shades with implements of their favourite occupation when 
on earth. Thus Orion the Hunter is represented by Homer as wielding 
a brazen mace, and pursuhig the beasts of prey ; and Idaens, who luid 
been the charioteer of Priam, was, according to Virgfl, after deatt stffl 
busied in the same exercises of drhriiig Us steeds md faraadidwng the 
spear. 
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THEOCLYMENUS. 

How far 
Will tbey launch forth the vessel from the strand ? 

MENELAXJS. 

So far as from the shore thou scarce wilt see 
fhe keel divide the waves. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

But why doth Greecp 
Observe this usage ? 

MENEIAUS. 

Lest the rising billows 
Cast back to land th' ablutions. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Ye shall have 
A swift Phoenician vessel. 

MENELAUS. 

This were kind. 
And no small favour shewn to Menelau9* 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Without her presence, cannot ypu perforn^ 

These rites alone i 

» 

MENELAUS. 

3uch task or to a Mother, 
Or Wife, or Child, belongs. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

'Tis then her duty^^ 
You say, to bury her departed Lord^ 

MENELAUS. 

Sure, piety instructs us not to rob 
The dead of their accuston^'d due's,* 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Enongh: 
On me it is incumbent to promote 
Such virtue in my Consort. I will enter 
The palace, and from thence for the Deceased 
]^ring forth rich ornaments ; with empty hands 
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You from this region will not I send forth, 
That you may execute what she desires. 
But haviijg brought me acceptable tidings. 
Instead of these vile weeds shall you receive 
A decent garb and food, that to your country 
You may return : for clearly I perceive 
That you are wretched now. But torture not 
Thy bp^om with unprofitable cares, 
O hapless fvoman, for thy Menelaus 
Js now no more, nor can the dead revive. 

MENELAUS, 

Thee it behoves, O blooming Dame, to love 
Thy present Husband,' and to lay aside 
The fond remembrance of thy breathless Lord : 
For such behaviour suits thy fortunes best. 
But if to Greece with safety I return. 
That infamy v^hiph erst pursued thy name 
FU cause to cease, if thou acquit thyself 
Of these great duties like a virtuous Consort. 

HEI^EN. 

I will ; nor shall my Husband e'er have cause 
To blame ijae : you too, who i>re here, shall witnesa 
The truth of my assertions. But within 
Go lave your wearied limbs, O wretched Man, 
And change your habit ; for without delay 
To you will I become a benefactress. 
Hence too with greater zeal will you perform 
The rites my dearest Menelaus claims, 
If all due honours you from me receive. 

^Exeunt theoclymenus, helen, and MENELAuat 

CHORUS. 

ODE, 
i. J. 

0*er mountains erst with hasty tread 
Did the celestial Mother (24) stray, 

(24) Barnes and Cannelli concur in supposing Ceres to be here meant, 
as her daughter Proserpine is indisputably marked out by the term a^u 
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Nor slop where branching thickets spread^ 
Where rapid torrents cross'd her way. 
Or on the margin of the billowy deep ; 

Her Daughter whom we dread to name 
She wept, while hailing that majestic Dame, 
Cymbals of Bacchus from the craggy steep 

Sent forth their clear and piercing sound. 
Her car the harness'd dragons drew ; 
Following the Nymph torn from her Virgin crew. 
Amidst her Maidens swift of foot were found 
Diana skill'd the bow to wield, 
Minerva, who in glittering state 
Brandish'd the spear and rais'd her Gorgon shield : 
But Jove look'd down from Heaven t' award another fate. 

I o 
Soon as the Mother's toils were o*er. 
When she had finished her career. 
And sought the ravish *d M&id no more, 
To caves where drifted snows appear. 
By Ida's Nymphs frequented, did she pass, 

Aud threw herself in sorrow lost. 
On rocks and herbage crusted o'er with frost, 
Despoii'd the wasted champain of its grass, 
Render'd the peasant's tillage vain. 
Consuming a dispeopled land 
With meagre famine: Spring at her command 

xtffoc in one of the foUowmg yerses of this stanza : but Dr. Mnsgrave 
argues with great force from the term juui^ ^$i/fy the cymbfUs, drupis, 
and many other circivnstances mentioned in the course of this Ode, that 
Cybele the Grandmother, and not Ceres the Mother of Proserpine is 
here aUuded to. I should wHlingly have adopted the same opinion, bad 
not the word ^m in tiie second Strophe appeared to me clearly to decido 
the point in favour of Barnes : nor can I avoid thinking with the same 
editor, and several of his predecessors, that the impious love of Pluto 
for his niece Proserpine is alluded to in the opening of tlie second Anti- 
strophe, which Dr. Mosgrave applies to Helen by some considerable 
and unauthorised alterations of the text, which a translator is very sel> 
dom considered as Justified in following : and Reiskius justly observes 
that t))^ meddling with what is so apparently corrupted and filled with 
du|S|iu;, is pecQ^aIly daiigerons. 
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Denied the flocks th^it sicken'cl on the plain 
The leafy tendrils of the vine; 
Whole cities died, no victims bled, 
No frankincense perfum'd Heaven's vacant shrine. 
Nor burst the current from the spring's obstructed head. 

ir. 1. 

Then ceas'd the banquet, wont to charm 
Both Gods above, and Men below: 
The Mother's anger to disarm. 
And mitigate the stings of woe. 
Till in these words Jove uttcr'd his behests; 

^' Let each benignant Grace attend 
'* Sweet music's sympathising aid to lend. 
And drive corrosive grief from Ceres' breast 
*' Indignant for her ravish'd Child : 
Now, O ye Muses, with the lyre 
Join the shrill hymns of your assembled choir, 
'* The brazen trumpet till with accents wild, 
** And beat the rattling drums amain." 
Then first of the immortal bqnd, 
Venus with lovely smile approv'd the strain, 
And rais'd the deep-ton'd flute in her enchanting hand. 

,11. C>. 
The laws reprov'd such foul desire. 
Yet 'gainst religion didst thou wed ; 
Thy Uncle caught love's baleful fire. 
And rush'd to thy incestuous bed. 
Thee shall thft mighty Mother's wrath confound. 

Because, thro' thee, before her shrine 
No victims slain appease the Powers divine. 
Great Virtue liave hinds' hides, and ivy wound 
Upon a consecrated rod ; 
And Youths, with Virgins in a ring, 
When high from earth with matciiiess force they spring. 
Loose streams their hair, ihev celebrate that God 
1 he Bacchanalian votaries own, 
And waste in dance the sleepless night. 
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But tbou, confiding in thy charms alone, 
Forgett'st the moon that shines with moje transcendent 
light. 

HELEN, CHORUS. 

HELEN. 

Within the palace, O my friends, we prosper : 
For Proteus* royal Daughter, in our schemes 
Conspiring^ when her Brother questioa'd her 
About my Lord, no information gave 
Of his arrival : to my interests true 
She said, that cold in death he views no longer 
The radiant Sun. But now my Lord hath seiz'd 
A vengeful falchion, in that mail design'd 
To have been plung'd beneath the deep array'd^ 
With nervous arm he lifts an orbed shield. 
In his right hand protended gleams the spear. 
As if with me he was prepared to pay 
To the Deceas'd due homage. Furnished thus 
With brazen arms, he's ready for the brittle. 
And numberless Barbarians will subdue 
Unaided, soon as we the ship ascend. 
Exchanging those unseemly weeds which cloathe 
The shipvvreck'd mariner, in splendid robes 
Have I array'd him, from transparent springs 
The laver fill'd, and bath'd his wearied limbs. 
But I must now be silent, for the man 
Who fancies I am ready to become 
His Consort, leaves the palace. O my friends. 
In your attachment too I place my trust. 
Restrain your tongues, for we, when sav'd ourselves. 
If possible will save you from this thraldom. 

THEOCLYMENUS, HELEN, MENELAUS, 

CHORUS. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Go forth, in such procession as the stranger 
Directs you, O my servants, and convey 
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These gifts funereal to the briny deep. 

But if thou disapprove not what I say, 

Do thou, O Helen, yield to my persuasions. 

And here remain. For whether thou attend. 

Or art not present at the obsequies 

Of thy departed Husband, thou to him 

Wilt shew an equal reverence. Much I dread 

Lest hurried on by wild desire thou plunge 

Into the foaming billows, for the sake 

Of him on whom thou doat'st, thy former Lord, 

Since thou his doom immoderately bewail'st 

f ho' he be lost, and never can return, 

HELEN. 

O my illustrious Husband, I am bound 
To pay due honours to the man whom first 
I wedded, of our antient nuptial joys 
A memory still retaining, for so well 
I lov'd my Lord that I could even die 
With him. But what advcintage would result 
To the deceased, should f lay down my life i 
Yet let me go myself, and to his shade 
Perform each solemn rite. But may the Gods, 
On you, and on the stranger who assists me 
In this my pious task, with liberal hand 
ponfer the gifts I wish. But you in me 
Shall such a Consort to your Palace bear 
As you deserve, to recom pence your kindness 
To me and Menelaus. Such events 
lu some de2:ree are measured bv the will 
Of Fortune ; but give orders for a ship 
To be prepar'd, these trappings to convey. 
So shall your purposed bounty be complete. 

THEOCLYMENUS, to me of his Attendants. 
Go thou, and furnish them a Tyrian bark 
Of fifty oars, with skilful sailors mann'd. 

HELEN. 

But ipay not he who decorates the tomb 
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Govern the ship ? 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
My sailors must to hioi 
Yield an iiiiplicit deference. 

HELEN. 

This injunction 
Repeat^ that they may clearly understand it. 

THEOCLYBiENUS. 
A second time^ will I, and yet a thirds 
Issue this^ self-same mandate^ if to thee 
This can give pleasure. 

HELEm. 

May the Gods confer 
Blessings on you^ and prosper my designs ! 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Waste not thy bloom with unavailing tears. 

HELEBi. 

To you this day my gratitude will prove. 

THEOCLYMENUS. ^ 

r 

All these attentions to the dead are nought 
But unavailing toil. 

HELEN. 

My pious care 
Not to those only whom the silent grave 
Contains, but to the living too extends. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

In me thou may'st expect to find a Husband 
Who yields not to the Spartan Menelaus^ 

HELEN. 

I censure not your conduct, but bewail 
My own harsh destiny. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Bestow thy love 
On me, and prosperous fortunes shall return. 

HELEN. 

It is a lesson I have practised long. 
To love my friends. 
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THEOCLYMENUS. 

Shall I my navy launch, 
To join in these funereal rites ? 

HELEN. ' 

Dread Lord, 
Pay not unseemly hooiage to your vassals, 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Well! I each sacred usage will allow 
Practised by Pelops' race, for my abodes 
Are undefil'd with blood : thy Menelans 
In £gypt died not. But let some one haste 
And bid the Nobles bear into n^y house 
The bridal gifts: for the whole Earth is boiind 
To celebrate in one consenting hymn 
My blest espousals with the lovely Helen. 
But go, embark upon the briny main, 
O stranger, ahd as soon as ye have paid 
All decent homage to her former Lord 
Bring back my Consort hither: that with me 
When you have feasted at our nuptial rite 
You to your native mansion may return, 
Or here continue in a happy state. 

[^Exit THBOCLYME^US. 
MENELAUS. 

O Jove, thou mighty Father, who art calPd 
A God supreme in wisdom, from thy Heaven 
Look down, and save ns from our woes: delay not 
To aid us : for we drag the galling yoke 
Of sorrow and mischance : if with thy finger 
Thou do but touch us, we shall soon attain 
The fortune which we wish for, since the toils 
We have endur'd already are sufficient. 
Ye Gods, I now invoke you, from my mouth 
So shall ye hear full many joyfal accents 
Mix'd with these bitter plaints : for I deserve not 
To be for ever wretched ; but to tread 
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At length secure. O grant me this one favour. 
And meke my future life completely blest. 

lExeunt menelaus and HEhEV* 

CHORU^. 

ODE. 
L 1. 

Swift bai^k of Sidon, by whose dashing oars 

Divided oft, the frothy billows rise. 

Propitious be thy voyage from these shores : 
Jn thy train the JJolphins play, 
O'er the deep thou lead'st the way, 

While motionless its placid surface lies- 
Soon as Serenity the fair. 
That azure Daughter of the Main, 
Shall in this animating strain 

Have spoken ; " To the gentle breeze of air 
Expand each undulating sail. 
Row briskly on before the gale, 

'' Ye mariners, in Perseus' (25) antient seat 
*' Till Helen rest her wearied feet.*' 

I. 2* 

Those sacred Nymphs (26) shall welcome thj' return 
Who guard the portals of Minerva's fane 
Or speed the current from its murmuring urn : 

Choral dances of delight 

That prolong the jocund night. 
At Hyacinthus' banquet shalt thou join. 

Fair stripling, whom with luckless hand 

Unweeting did Apollo slay 

At games that crown 'd the festive day, 

(23) Mycene. 

(26) These two Virgins called Leucippides received that name from 
being Priestesses of Hilaira and Phoebe, tiie Daughters of Leucippus^ 
and Wives of Castor and Pollnx, -who, according to Pausanias, had di- 
vine honours paid to them as well as to their Hosbands^ and a tenipU 
erected in the Spartan dominions. 
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I 

Hurling his quoit on the Laconian strand ; 
To him Jove*s Son due honours paid: 
At Sparta too, (27) that lovely maid 

Shalt thou hehold, whom there thou left'st behind^ 
Still lo celibacy consign'd. 

II. 1. 

« 

O might we cleave the air, like Libyan cranes 
Who fly in ranks th' impending wintry storm; 
When their shrill leader bids them quit the plains, 

They the veteran's voice obey. 

O'er rich harvests wing their way. 
Or where parch'd wastes th' unfruitful scene deform* 

With lengthened neck, ye featherM race 

Who skim the clouds in social band^ 

Where the seven Pleiades expand 
Their radiance, and Orion heaves his mace. 

This joyous embassy convey 

As near Eurotas' banks ye' stray ; 
That Menelaus to his subject land 

Victorious comes from Phrygia's strand. 

11. 2. 
Borne in your chariot down th' etherial height. 
At length, ye Sons of Tyndarus, appear. 
While vibrates o'er your heads the starry light: 

Habitants of Heaven above. 

Now exert fraternal love. 
If ever Helen to your souls was dear, 

A calm o'er th' azure ocean spread. 

Bridle the tempests of the main. 

Propitious gales from Jove obtain. 
Your Sister snatch from the Barbarian's bed: 

Commenc'd on Ida's hill, that strife, 

Embitter'd with reproach her life, 
Altho' she never view'd proud Ilion's tower 

Rear'd by Apollo's matchless power. 

(^7) Hermione. 
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THEOCLYMENUS, MESSENGER, CHORUS. 

MESSENGER. 
O King, I have discover'd in the palace. 
Events most inauspicious : what fresh woes 
Is it my doleful office to relate ! 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

But what hath happen'd i 

MESSENGER. 

Seek another Wife, 
For Helen hath departed from this realm. 

lUEOCLYMENUS. 

Borne thro* the air on wings, or with swift foot 
Treading the ground ? 

MESSENGER. 

Her o*er the briny main 
From ^Egypt's shores, bath Menelaus wafted. 
Who came in person with a feign'd account 
Of his own death. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

O dreadful talc! what ship 
From these domains conveys her ? thou relat'st 
Tidings the most incredible. 

MESSENGER. 

The same 
You to that Stranger gave, and in one word 
To tell you all, he carries off your sailors. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

How is that possible i I wish to know : 
For such an apprehension never enter'd 
My soul, as that one man could have subdued 
The numerous band of mariners, with whom 
Thou wert sent forth. 

MESSENGER. 

When from the royal mansion 
Jove*8 Daughter to the shore was borne, she trod 
With delicate and artful f)tep, pretendif^ 
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To wail tier Husband's ]o$% tha* he was present^ 
And yet alire. But when we reached the haten^ 
Bidonia's largest vessel we haul'd forth, 
Furntsh'd with benches, and with fifty oara ) 
But a fresh series of incessant toil 
Followed this toil ; for while one fixM the mast> 
Another rang*d the oars^ and with his hand 
The signal gave^ the sails were bound together. 
Then was the rudder^ fasten'd to the stern 
With thongs, cast forth t while they observ'd us busied 
In such laborious task, the Grecian comrades 
Of Menelaus to the shore advanced, 
Clad in their shipwreck^ vestments. Tho' their form 
Was graceful, yet their visages were squallid : 
But Atreus' Son, beholding their approach, 
Under the semblance of a grief that mask'd 
His treacherous purpose, in these words address'd them} 
*' How, O ye wretched sailors, from what bark 
Of Greece that hath been wreck'd upon this coast 
Are ye come hither ? will ye join with us 
'* In the funereal rites of Menelaus, 
" Whom Tyndarus* Daughteri to an empty tomb 
^' Consigns, tho' absetit ?" Simulated tears 
They shed, and went aboard the ship, conveying 
The presents to be cast into the sea 
For Menelaus. But to us these things 
Appeared suspicious^ and we made remarks 
Among ourselves upon the numerous band 
Of our intruding passengers; but checked 
Our tongues fram speaking openly, thro' deference 
To your commands. For when you to that stranger 
Trusted the guidance of the ship, you caused 
This dire confusion. All beside, with ease 
Had we now lodg'd aboard, but could not forc^ 
The sturdy bull t' advance ; he bellowing roll'd 
His eyes around, bending his back and louring 
^etwixt his horqs, nor dar'd we to approaek , 
XQU III. e 
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And handle him. But Helen's Husband cried ; 
*' O ye wfco laid Troy waste, will ye forget 
^' To act like Greeks ? why scruple ye to seize 
'^ And on your youthful shoulders heave the be^t 
'^ Up to the rising prow, a welcome victim 
" To the deceased ?'' His falchion, as he spoke^ 
The warrior drew. His summons they obey-d, 
Seiz'd the stout bull, and carried him aboard: 
But Menelaus strok'd the horse's neck 
And face, and with this gentle usage led him 
Into the bark. At length when all its freight 
The vessel had received ; with graceful foot 
Heleq, the steps ascending, took her seat 
On the mid deck ; and Menelaus near her. 
E'en he who they pretended was no more. 
But some on the right side, and on the left 
Others in equal numbers, man to man 
Opposed, their station took, their swords concealing 
Beneath their garments. We distinctly heard 
The clamorous sailors animate each other 
To undertake the yoyage. But from land. 
When a conyenieut. distance we had steer'd. 
The pilot ask'd thijs question ; " Shall we sail, 
" O stranger, any farther from the coast, ' , 

*^ Or is this right ? for 'tis my task to guide . ' 
'* The vessel." He reply'd ; ^' Enough for me/' 
Then seiz'd with his right hand the falchion^ leap'd 
Upon the prow, and standing o'er the bull 
The victim, (without mentioning the name 
Of any Chief deceased; but as he drove 
The weapon thro^ his neck) thus pray'd; " O Neptune 
'^ Who in the ocean dweli'st, and ye chaste Dacigbters 
'* Of Nereus, to the N^auplian shore convey 
Me and my Consort^ from this hostile land. 
In safety.": But a crimson tide of bloody 
Auspicious tp the strangier, stain'd. the waves ; 
And some exciaioi'd; ^^ There's treachery in. this voyage^ 
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'^ Let us sail homewards, issue thy commanJs^ 

'^ And turn the rudder.'* But the son of Atreus, 

Who had just slain the bull, to Ms companions 

Caird loudly ; " Why delay, O ye tfhe flower 

'^ Of Greece, to smite, to slaughter those Batbariansf/ 

'^ And cast them from the ship inta the waves ?" 

But to your sailors our commander ^ofce 

A different bmgntige ; " Will not some of you- 

*' Tear up a plank^ or with a shattered Bench', 

" Or ponderous- oafr, upon the bleedii^ heaJds 

" Of those audactotts foreigners oui^ foi^, 

'^ Impress the ghastly wound?" Birf on thftir feet 

All now stood tip ; our hands with nautfc ^oles 

Were arm'd, and theirs with swords : a' ti^ of sfau^teif 

Ran down the ship, l^ut Helen frofiii th^e poop 

The Greeks encourag'd ; " Wher* iaf the renown 

*' Ye gain*d at Troy ? display 'gainst these Barbarians 

" The saaie uridatmted' prowess.** Irt t1[it?ir halst^ 

Full many fell, some rose* again, tbte resrt! 

Might you have seen stretcb'd' motit)nless in death. 

But Menelaiis; sheathM ill glittering mail. 

Wlierever his coh-fedeVates fte de«krfied 

Hard press'd, rush'd thither with his Irftedf s\*^effclv 

Driving us headlong frot» the lofty deck 

Into the waves, and fbrc'd your riiarinei-s 

To quit their oars. But the victoriotis' Kitigf 

Now seiz'd the rudder, and to Greece^ dteelar** 

He would convey the ship': they lik^isted up 

The stately mast; propitious breezes came ; 

They left the land : but I from death ei$ca;pittg, 

Let myself gently down into the waves 

Borne on thte cbrda^ which sustain^ the anchor; 

My strength began to fail, when some kind hand 

Threw forth a rope, and Brought mc safe' ashOire, 

That I to you these tidings might convey. 

There's nought more beneficial to mankind 

Than wise distrust. 

G 2 
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CHORUS. 

I never could have thought 
That Menelaus who was here^ O King^ 
Could have impos'd so grossly or on jou 
Or upon U9« 

THEOCLYMENUSI. 

Wretch that I am, ensuar'd 
By woman's treacherous arts! the lovely Bride 
I hop'd for^ hath escap'd me. If the ship 
Could be o'ertaken by our swift pursuit^ 
My wrongs would urge me with vindictive hand 
To seize the strangers. But I now will punish 
That Sister who betray'd me ; in my house 
Who when she saw the Spartan Menelaus^ 
Inform^ me not : she never shall deceive 
Another man by her prophetic voice. 

CHORUS. 

Ho ! whither^ O my Sovereign^ would you go^ 
And for what bloody purpose i 

TH£OGLYM£NUa» 

Where the voice 
Of rigid Justice summons me. Retire^ 
And stand aloof. 

CHORUS. 
Yet will not I let loose 
Your garment $ for you hasten to commit 
A deed most mischievous. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Would'st thou^ a slave^ 
Govern thy Lord? 

CHORUM. 
Here reason's on my side* 

THEOCLYMENU& 

That shall not I allow^ if thou refuse 
To quit thy hold. 

CHORUS. 
I will not then release you. 
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THEOCLYMENUS, 

To slay that worst of Sisters* 

CHORUSi, 

That most pious. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Her who betray'd me. 

CHORUS. 

Glorious w^s the fraud 
That caus'd so just a deed. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

When she bestow'd 
My Consort on another. 

CHORUS, 

On the maq 
Who had a better claim-*- 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

But who is Lord 
Of what belongs to me ? 

CHORUS. 

Who from her Sire 
Received her. 

THEOCLYMENUS. J 

She by Fortune was bestowed 
On mef 

CHORUS. 

But ta'en away again by Fate. 

THEOCLYMENUS, 

Thou bast no right to judge of my affairs. 

CHORUS. 

If I but speak to give you better counsels. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

I am thy subjept then, and not thy King. 

CHORUS. 
For having acted piously, your Sister 
I vindicate. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Thou seem'st to wish for death. 



«A HELEN. 

CHORUS. 

Kill me. Your Sister. you with my consent 
Shall never slay ; I rather would yield up 
My life on her behiilf. It is most glorious 
T6 generous servants for their lords to die. 

CASTOR AND POLLUX, THEOCLYMENUS, 

CHORUS. 

CASTOR AND POLLUX. 

Restrain that ire that hurries thee away 
Beyond the bounds of reason, O thou King 
Of jEgypt's realm ; and listen to the voUre - 
Of us twin sons of Jove, whom Leda bore 
Together with that Helen who is fled 
From thy abodes. Thou rashly hast indulged 
Thine anger, for the loss of her whom Fate " 
Ne'er destin'd to thy bed. Nor hath thy Sister 
Theonoe, from th' immortal Nereid sprung, 
To thee done any injury; she reveres 
The Gods, and her great Father's just behests. 
For till the present hour, was it ordain'd 
That Helen in thy palace should reside: 
But when Troy's walls were from their basii; tprn, . 
And she had to the rival Goiddessies 
Fumish'd her name, no longer was it fit 
That she should for thy nuptials be dietain'd,. 
But to her antient hpoie return, and dwell 
With her first Husband. In thy Sister's breast 
Forbear to plunge the Sword, and be convinc'd 
That she in this affair hath acted wisely. 
We long ere this our Sister had preserved, 
Since Jove h^th made us Gods, but were too .weak 
At once to combat the behests of Fate, 
And the immortal Powers, who had-ordain'd- 
That these events should happen. This to thee, 
OTheoclyihenus, I speak. These words 
Next to my lovely Sister, J address ; 



Sail with your Husband, for a prosperous breeze 

Your voyage shall attend. We your protectors ' 

And your twin Brothers, on our coursers borne 

Over the waves, vVill guide you to your country. 

But after you have finished life's career, 

You shall be call'd a Goddess, shall partake 

With us the rich ablations, and receive 

The gifts of men ; for thus hath Jove decreed. 

But where the son of Maia plac'd you first, 

When he had borne you from the Spartan realm. 

And forra'd by stealth from the aerial mansions 

An image of your person, to prevent 

Paris from wedding you, there is an isle 

(28) Near the Athenian realm, which men shall calj 

Helen in future times, because that spot 

Received you, when in secrecy coi^vey'd 

From Sparta. The Heavens also have ordain'd 

The wanderer Mei|elaus shall reside 

Among the happy islands. For the Gods 

To those of nobler minds no hatred bear; 

At their command tho* grievous toil await 

The countless multitude. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Ye sons of Jove 
And Leda, 1 the contest will decline 
Which I at first so violently urg*d. 
Hoping your lovely Sister to obtain. 
And my own Sister's life resolve to spare : 
Let Helen to her native shores retjirn, 
If 'tis the will of Heaven : but be assur'd^ 
The same high blood ye spring fi-om with the best 
And chastest Sister : hail then, for the sak^ 
Of Helen with a lofty soul endued. 
Such as in female bosoms seldom dwells. 

(28) '' Tlic island here spoken of is Cranae, situated at ^ small dis- 
f* tance off the promontory of Sunium." Barnes. See Homer H. 
U 3. V. 445 ; and Strabo, p. 399, ed. Paris, 1620. 
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CHORUS. 

A thousand shapes our varying Fates assume ; 
The Gods perform what least wp could expect. 
And oft the things for which we fondlj' hop'd 
Come not to pass ; but Heaven still finds a clue 
To guide oyr steps thro' life's perplexing maze, 

And thus doth this import{\nt busi^e^s end^ 
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Meni «rdtt« Mmper 
fartumm vanjon$ ^(UMt Cuupuir. 
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MERCURY. 

ION. 

CHORUS OF CREUSA'S FI;MALE ATTENDANTS. 

CREUSA. 

XUTHUS. 

OLD MAN, 

SERVANT OF CREUSA, 

PYTHLAN PRIESTESS. 

MINERVA. 

SCENE — THE VESTIBULE OF AP0LL0« TEMPLE AT 

DELPH^. 
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MERCURY. 

X>Y a (I) celestial dame, was he who bears 

On brazen shoulders the incumbent load ' 

Of yonder starry heaven^ where dwell the Gods 

From antient times> illustrious Atlas, Sire 

To Maia, and from her I^ Hermes^ spring, 

The faithful messenger of mighty Jove. 

Now to this land of Delphi am I come, 

Where^ seated on the centre of the world. 

His oracles, Apollo, to mankind 

Discloses, ever chaunting both events 

Present and those to come. Of no small note 

In Greece, there is a city which derives 

Its name from Pallas, by her golden spear 

Distinguish'd ; Phcebus in this realm compress'd 

With amorous violence Erectheus' daughter, 

Creusa, underneath those craggy rocks 

North of Minerva's citadel, the kings 

Of Athens call them Macra. She endur'd,- 

Without the knowledge of her Sire (for such 

Was the God's will), the burden of her womb : 

But at the stated time, when- in the palace 

(1) <^ The name of the goddess was Pleione, daughter of Oceanus and 
** Tethys. She married Atlas, and bore him seven daughters, called the 
^Pleiades; Sterope, wiiofaad an amour nvith Mars; Alcjrone and Ce- 
*' loeno, ¥ritb Neptune; Eleetra, Taygeta, and Maia, the motherof 
<< Mercnvy, yiifAi Jupitar; but the seventh, caHed Merope, nianied' 
<< Sisyphus." Babnbsw— Orid says of the Pleiades, hthis Fasti, septan' 
dici sex tamen esse solent; and siq;)po8es that filectra, the metfaerof 
Davdanns, concealed hers^, because she ^oM tiot-endnret^ behold' 
4he dreadful spectacle of Troy-in ruins* * 
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She had brought forth a son, she to that cave. 

Where she th* embraces of the God had knowDj, 

Convey'd and left the phild, to death expos'd, 

LodgM in the hollow of an orbed chesty 

Observant of the customs handed down 

By b^r progenitors, and Erictbonius, 

That fjarth-born-monairch of ber native land^ 

Whom Pallas, daughter of imperial Jove, 

placing two watchful dragons for his guard, 

To the three (2) damsels from Agraulos sprung 

Entrusted. Hence, among Erectheus' race. 

E'en from those times, an usage hath prevailed 

Of nurturing, 'midst serpents wrought in gold. 

Their tender progeny. Creusa left, 

Wrapt round her infant, whom she thus to death 

Abandoned, all t]>e ornaments she had. 

Then this request, on my fraternal love 

Depending, Phoebus urgM : *' My Brother, go 

'^ To those blest children of their nat;ive soil, 

'^ The fam'd Athenians (for full well thqu know^ 

'* Minerva's city), from the hqllow rock 

^' Taking this new-born infant, and the chest 

*^ In which he lies with fillets swath'd ^rpund^ 

'^ Convey to my oraoular abode, 

'' And place him in the entrance of my fane: 

*' What still is left undone, my care shall add j 

^' For know he is my son. I, to confer 

A kindness on my brother Phoebus, bore 

The wicker chest away ; and having op*d 

J.i9 cov^r that the jnfant might be seen^i 

(0) '* ApoQodoros relates, that Agraulos was the ^fe of Cecrops, 
** and had tl^%e daughters, Aglauros, Herse, and Pandrooos, who are 
^ sufficiently kooiivn from the account given of them by Ond, Met. 
^ Lfb. ii, V. 72!2— -^SS. l^e Athenian women swore hy Agraulos, Aris- 
« tophanes, Thesmo{>h. v. 540. Many, even of the antient writers, 
'f e^nfpund her with her daughter Aglauros, |Murticnlarly Hesychius, 
^ under the article Ayhteufag.'* Dr» Mi/sgravx. « 
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Just at the threshold of this temple lodgM* 

But when the fiery coursers of the Sun 

RushM from heaven's eastern gate in swift career^ 

Entering the mansion whence the God deals forth 

His oracles, a priestess on the child 

FixM her indignant eyes^ and wonder'd much 

What shameless nymph of Delphi could presume 

By stealth to introduce her spurious brood 

Into Apollo's house. She was inclined 

At first to cast him from the sacred threshold ; 

Buty by compassion mov^d, the cruel deed 

Forbore, and, with paternal love, the God 

Aided the child^ nor from his hallow'd mansion 

Allow'd him to be banisb'd : him she took 

And nurtur'd, tho' she knew not from what mother 

He sprung, or that Apollo was his Sire. 

To both his parents too the boy himself 

Remained a stranger : while be yet was yoang^ 

Around the blazing altars, whence be fed. 

Playful he roam'd : but after he attained 

Maturer years, the Delphic citizens, 

(3) As guardian of the treasures of the God, 

Employed, and found him faithful to his trust: 

Still in this fane he leads an holy life. 

Meanwhile Creusa, who the infant bore> 

Wedded to Xuthus : fortune this event 

Thus brought to pass ; a storm of war burst forth 

Twixt the Athenian race and them who dwell 

(3) Milton's frequent imitations of Euripides liave been pointed out by 
various commentators ; in one of his Latin poems addressed to Mr. John 
Rouse, keeper of the Bodleian library- at Oxford, he evidently alludes 
to the above passage ; 

Quaestorque gazs nobilioris 

Quam cui pr^fuit Ion 

C^rus Erechtheides, 

Opulenta Dei per templa pai-eutis, 

Fulvosque tripodas, donaque Delphica 

l^n Acte4 genitu Grtusa. ▼• 55— >60. 
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In Chalcid^ on Eubcea's' stormy coast. 
In concert with the former having toil'd. 
And join'd in the destruction of their foes, 
A rojral bride^ Crensa, he obtain'd, 
Tho' not in Athens but Achaia born. 
The son of Mo\u%, who spmng from JoVe : 
He and his Consort have been childless long. 
And therefore to these oracles of Phoebus 
Are come in quest of issue. This event 
The God hath causM to happen, nor forgets 
His son, as some suppose ; for be, on Xuthus, 
Will, at his entering this prophetic dome. 
Freely bestow, and call the stripling his ; 
That, when he comes to the maternal house, 
Crebsa may acknowledge bim she bore. 
While her amour with Phoebus rests conceal'd. 
And this her son obtains th' inheritance 
Of his maternal ancestors : thro' Greece 
Th' immortal father hath decreed his son 
Shall be caird Ion, the ilhistrions founder 
(4) Of Asiatic realms. But I must go 
Among the laurel's shadowy groves, and leaEfn 
From this young prophet, what th€ Fates ordain ; 
For I behold Apollo's son come forth. 
To hang the branches of the verdant bay 
Before the portals of the fane. Now first 
Of all the Gods I hail hin:^ by his name. 
The name of Ion which be soon shall bear. 

[Exit MERCUET. 
ION. 

Now the resplendent chariot of the Sun 
Shines o'er the earth : from its etherial fires^ , 

(4) '^ Ion, the son of Apollo, or of Xnthus and Crensa, led colonies 
^^ of Athenians into Asia, which colonies wek« from Up name called 
<^ Ionia. But the tljirteen cities of Ionia were' these, Epheto, Miletus, 
" Myus, Prien^, Colophon, Tens, Lesbos, Erythrae, Phooea, Claao- 
<f men^, Chius, Samos, Smyrna. See the word* lumtf io B^dm, «uM 
<^ Stephanus Byzantibus." BajuN'S* 
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Beneath tlie veil of sacred night, the stars ' 

Conceal themselves. Parnassus* cloven ridge, 

Too steep for human footsteps to ascend, 

Receives the lustre of its orient beams. 

And thro' the world reflects them ; while the smoke 

Of fragrant myrrh ascends Apollo's roof; 

The Delphic Priestess on the holy tripod 

Now takes her seat, and to the listening sons 

Of Greece, those truths in mystic notes unfolds. 

With which the Gods inspire her labouring breast. 

But, O ye Delphic ministers of Phcebus, 

Now to Castalia's silver fount repair^ 

And when ye have perform'd the due ^blutions^ 

Enter the temple, let do word escape 

Your lips, of evil omffxk, mildly greet 

Each votary y and i^xp6und the oracles 

In your own native language. But the toils 

Which I from childhood (o the present hour 

Have exercis'd, with laureat sprays and wreaths 

Worn at our high solemnities, to cleanse 

The vestibule of Phcebus, I repeat. 

Sprinkling the pavement with these lustral drops, 

And with my s^afts^wiU I repel the flocks 

Of birds who taint the offerings of the God. 

For like a friendless orphan, who ne'er knew 

A mother's or a. father's fostering care. 

In Phoebus shinne which nurtured me, I serve. 

O D E. 

I. 

In recent verdure ever gay. 
Hail, O ye scions of the bay, 

Which sweep Apollo's fane ; 
Croptfrom the Gods adjacent bowers, 
Where rills bedew the vernal flowers. 
And with perpetual streams refresh the plain ; 
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TK^ tacred myrtle here is founds * 

Whose branches o'er the consecrated groand 

I wate, as day by day ascends 
The Sun with rapid wing^ 

Waking to toil which never ends^ 
And zealons in the service of my King. 
O Pftan^ PseaOj from Latona sprung^ 

Still may'st thou flourish blest and young ! 

IL 

My labours with renown shall meet ; 

O Phoebus, the prophetic seat 
Revering^ at thy fane 

A joyful minister i standi 

Serving with an officious hand 
Ho mortal, but the blest immortal train. 

Nor by these glorious toils opprest 
Am I ignobly covetous of rest i 

For dread Apollo is my Sire ; 
To him to him I owe 

My being, nurtur'd in his choir, 
And in the fostering God a Father know* 
O Paean, Paean, from Latona sprung, 

Still may'st thou flourish blest and yomig f 

But from this painful task will I desist. 

And with the laurel cease to sweep the ground; « 

Next, from a golden vase, is it my office 

To pour the waters of Castalia's fount 

Sprinkling iis lustral drops : for I am free 

From lust and its pollutions. May I serve 

Apollo ever thus, or cease to serve him 

When I some happier fortune shall attain! 

But, ha! the birds are here, and leave their nests 

Upon Parnassus : wing not to this dome 

Your flight, and on the gilded battlements 

Forbear to perch. My arrows shall transpierce thel?^ 

Herald of Jove, O thou, whose booked beak 
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Subdues the might of all the feather'd tribes. 

But lo another comes ! the Swan his course 

Steers to the altar. Wilt thou not retire 

Hence with those purple feet ? Apolio*s lyre. 

In concert warbling with thy dulcet strains 

Shall not redeem thee from my bow : direct 

Thy passage to the> Delian lake, obey, 

Or streaming blood shall interrupt thy song. 

But what fresh bird approaches? would she build 

Under these pinnacles a nest to hold 

Her callow brood ? Soon shall the whizzing shaft - ' 

Repel thee. Wilt thou not comply? Where Alpheus 

Winds thro' the channel'd rocks his .passage, go. 

And rear thy twittering progeny, or dwell 

Amid the Isthmian groves, that Phcebus* gifts , 

And temples no defilement may receive. 

For I am loth to take aw^y your Hves, . 

"Ye winged messengers, who to mankind . 

Announce the will of the celestial Powers. 

But I on Phoebus must attend, performing 

The task assign'd me vviih unwearied zeal, 

And minister to those who give me food* 

CHORUS, ION. . 

CHORUS. 

'Tis not in Athens only that the fane 
Where duteous homage to the Gods is paid. 
Or altar for Agyian Phoebus reiir'd 
With many a stately column is adorn'd 4 
But in these mansions of Latona's son 
From those (5) twin Deities portrayed there beams. ^ 
An equal splendor on the dazzled sight. 

(5) Brodaeus interprets . iiivfjutn w^oawmm^ the portraits of the twin 
Deities, Apollo and Diana. Barnes and Carmelli think the author is 
here speaking of the sight of our two eyes ; Dr. Musgrave interprets it 
as 'spoken of the two fronts of the temple. The first of these construc- 
tions appeared to me to claim the preference. For the distribution of the 
succeeding dialogue, I am chiefly indebted to Dr. Musgrave, 

VOL. III. H 
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sjnvricHORus i. 

See there Jove's (6) son, who with his golden falchion 
Slays the Lernsean Hydra; O my friend. 
Observe him well. 

SEMICHORUS IL 

I do. 

SEMICBfORXJS I. 

Another stands 
Beside him brandishing a kindled torch, 

SEMICHORUS n. 

He whose exploits I on my woof described t 

SEMICHORUS I. 

The noble lolans, who sustained 
Alcides' shield, and in those glorious toils 
Was the sole paitder tvith the son of Jove. 
(7) Him also nfiark who on a winged steed 
Is seated, how with forceful arm he smites 
The triple-form'd Chimaera breathing fire. 

SEMICHORUS IL 

With thee th^se eyes retrace each varied scene. 

SEMICHORUS I. 

Look at the Giants* conflict with the Gods 
DepicturM on the wall. . 

SEMICHORUS n. 

There, there, my friends. 

SEMICHORUS I. 

Behold'st thou her who 'gainst Enceladus 
The dreadful ^gis brandishes? 

3EMICH0(RUS H. 
I see 

Pallas my Goddess. 

SEMICHORUS I. 

And the forked flames, 

(6) Hercules, who, though not bom till near two hundred years after 
lop, is again mentioned in tliis Tragedy as having consecrated to ApoUo 
tiie tapestry he found among the spoils of the Amazons. 

(J) Bellcrophon riding on Pegasns. 
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With which th* impetuous thunderbolt descends 
HurFd from the skies by Jove's unerring arm? 

SEMICHORUS II. 

I see, I see: its livid flashes smite 
Mimas the foe, acul with bis pliant diyrsuB 
Another earth-boro monster Bacchus slays. * 

CHORUS. 

On thee I call^ O thou who in this fane 
Art station'd : is it lawful to advance 
Into the inmost ^auctuary's recess 
With our feet baje ? ■ 

ION. 

This cannot be allowed. 
Ye foreign Dames. 

CHORUS. 

Wilt thou not answer me I 

ION. 

What informatiojl wish ye to receive? 

CHORUS. 

S9y> is it true that Phoebus' temple sts^nds 
On the worW's ceoter ? 

ION. 

Tis with garlands decfc'd, ' 
And Gorgons axe placed round it. 

CHORUS. 

So fame tells. 
lOlSI, 
If ye before these portals have witb fire > 

Consum'd the salted cates, and wish Ito know 
Aught from ' Apo^o» to this altar come ; 
But enter jwt the temple's dr^ad recess 
Till sheep are sacrific'd* > 

CHORUS. i 

I comprehend thee ; 
Nor will we br«ak the God's establish'd laws, • ► 
But with the pictures which are here without ' '' 

Amuse our eyes. 

H 2 
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ION. 
Ye may survey them all 
At leisure. 

CHORUS. 
Hither have our rulers sent us. 
The sanctuary of Phcebus to behold. 

ION. 
Inform me to what household ye belong. 

CHORUS. 

Minerva's city is the place where dwell 
Our sovereigns— But lo she herseif appears 
To whom the questions thou hast ask'd relate. 

CREUSA, ION, CHORUS. 

ION. 

Thy countenance, whoe'er thou be, O woman. 
Proves thou art noble, and of gentle manners : 
For by their looks we fail not to discern 
Those of exalted Birth. But with amazement, 
Closing those eyes, thou strik'st me, and with tears 
Largely bedewing those ingenuous cheeks. 
Since thou hast seen Apollo's holy fane. 
Whence can such wayward grief arise f The sight 
Of this auspicious sanctuary, which gives 
Delight to others, causes thee to weep. 

' CREUSA. 

Stranger, you well may wonder at my tears. 
For since I view'd these mansions of the God, * 
I have been thinking of a past event ; 
And tho' myself indeed am here, my soul 
Remains at home. O ye unhappy Damea! 
O most audacious outrages committed 
By the immortal Gods! to whom for justice 
Can we appeal, if thro' the wrongs of those 
Who rule the world with a despotic power 
We perisli i . , 
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ION. 

What affliction unreveal'd 
Makes thee despond ? 

CREUSA. 

None. I have dropt the subject. 
What follows, I suppress^ nor must you seek 
To learn aught farther. 

ION. 

But say, who thou art. 
Whence cani'st thou, in what region wert thou bom^ 
And by what name must we drstingnish thee i - \' 

CREUSA. ' 

Creusa is my name, my Sire Erectheus, 
In Athens first I drew my vital breath. 

ionI 

O thou in that fam'd city who resid*st. 
And by illustrious parents hast been nurtured. 
How much do I revere thee I 

CREUSA. 

I^thuB far 
But in nought else am blest. 

ION, 

I by the Gods 
Conjure thee, answer^ if the world speak truth. 

CREUSA. 

What question's this you would propose, O stranger ? 
I wish to learn. 

ION. 
Sprung the Progenitor 
Of thy great Father from the teeming earth t 

CREUSA, 

Thence Ericthonius— But my noble race 
Avails me not. * ; ' 

ION. 
And did Minerva rear . 

The warrior from the ground ? 
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CREUSA. 

With virgin arms^ 
For she was not his Mother. 

ION. 

Of the child 
Disposing as in pictures 'tis describ'd i 

CREUSA. 

To Cecrops* daughters him she gave for nurture. 
With strict injunctions never to behold him. 

ION. 

I hear those virgins op'd the wicker chest 
In which the Goddess lodg'd him. 

CREUSA* 

Henee their dooni 
Was death, and with their gore thej^ stain'd the rock, 

ION. 

Let that too pass. But is this rumour true. 

Or groundless? 

CREUSA. 

What's your question ? for with leisure 
I am not overburdened. 

ION. 

Did Erectheus, 
(8) Thy royal father, sacrifice thy sisters ? 

CREUSA. 

: He feai''d not in his country's cause to slay 
Those virgins. 

(8) Apollodoras gives Uie folloidn^ aiscotntt 0f Erectheiuf sacrifi- 
cing his daughters : << A war breaking out between^ the Atheiwuis ami 
'< Eleusinians, Eumolpus, the Son of Neptime and Chion^, cairie to the 
<( assistance of the latter with a large body of .Thracian troops. Erec- 
'< theus in this emergency consulted ffie ora<^, tmd received Hbr an- 
^' swer, that the Athenians should prove victorious, if he offered up 
^ one of his daughters for a victim ; upon which he sacrificed the young- 
^ est, and the others slew themselves, having, as some say, sworn to 
'' perish by each other's hands. After the sacrifice a battle was fought. 
^ }D which Erectheus slew Eumolpiis/ L. iii>-e. '}4> s. 4» 
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ION. 

By what means didst thou alone 
Of all thy sisters 'scape ? 

CREUSA. 

A new-born intsLUt, 
I still was in my mother's arms. 

ION. 

Did Eartb 
Indeed expand her jaws^ and swallow up 
Thy Father i 

CREUSA. 

Neptune with his trident smote 
And slew him. 

ION. 
Is the spot on which he died 
Call'd Macra ? 

CREUSA. 

For what reason do you ask 
This question ? To my memory what a scene 
Have you recall'd ! 

ION. 

Doth not the Pythian God 
Revere, and with his radiant beams adorn^ 
That blest abode i 

CREUSA. 

Revere ! but what have I 
To do with that? Ah, would to heaven I ne'er 
Had seen the place ! 

ION. 

What then ! dost thou abhor 
What Pho&bus holds most dear ? 

CREUSA. 

Not thus, O stranger; 
Tho' I know somewhat base that has been done 
Under those caverns. 

ION. 

What Athenian Lord^ 



104 lOX. 

Receiv'd thy plighted hand ? 

CREUSA. 

No citizen 
Of Athens; hut a sojourner, who came 
Out of another country. 

ION. 

Who? he sure 
Was of some noble lineage ? 

CREUSA. 

Xuthus, son 
Of £olus, who sprung from Jove. 

ION. 

How gain'd 

This foreigner the hand of thee, a native ? 

CREUSA. 

Eubcea is a region on the confines 
Of Athens. 

ION. 
With the briny deep between, 
As fame relates. 

CREUfiA. 
Those bulwarks he laid waste. 
With Cecrqps* race a comrade in the war. 

ION. 
He thither came perhaps as an ally. 
And afterwarWa obltain'd thee for his bride. 

> . . : CREUSA. . ■■ 

In me the dower of battle, and the prize . ! 

Of his victorious spear, did he receive. 

ION. ... 
Alone, or with thy Husband, art thou come! ■'. . 
These oracles to visit ? 

. CREUSA. 

With my Lords . . : ■ ' . 
But to (9) Trophonius' cavern he. is gone. 

" (9) Of this Trophonius and his .cayc, which is become pi ovei bial^ Nicc- 
'' phoms Gregoreas, in his Scholia itpon SyncsSas on Dreams, gives the io\ 
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ION. 

As a spectator only, or t' explore 
The mystic will of Fate ? 

CREUSA. 

He hopes to gain 
From him and from Apollo one response. 

ION. 
Seek ye the general fruit earth's bosom yields. 
Or children ? 

CREUSA. 

We are childless, tho* full long 
Have we been wedded. 

ION. 
Hast thou never known ^ 

The pregnant mother's throws ? Art thou then barren ? 

<* lowing account : ^ There was a certain man named Trophonius, a Seer 
** by profession, wlio, throu^ vainglory, entering a cave, and there hiding 
** himself, ended his life. But the cave, *tis said, utters oracles to those 
« who enter and ask questions on any subject. '*The situation is thus de- 
^ scribed by Strabo, in his Bceotica, p. 414. * At Lebailia is the oracle of 
" Jupiter Trophonius, with a passage Into the bowels of the earth, wliich 
** it is necessary for those who consnUthe oracle to descend : it is situated 
*^ between Helicon and Chaeronea, near Coronea.* This also is to be re« 
** marked in regard to the cave of Trophonius, * that there vra^ one 
** fountain there called Lethe, whose waters were to be drank by liiose 
<^ who were descending, that they might forget all they had previouly 
^ seen ; and another called Mnemosun^, a draught of which impressed 
^ on their memory all they were about to behold in those subten-aneous 
** regions." Barnes — Pausanias, from whose Boeotica, p. 790, ed. 
Kulinii, the latter part of the above note is extracted, says, that 
Trophonius was the son of Erginus, king of the Minyse, or, according 
to some, of Apollo. He and hi^ brother Agamedes were celebrated 
architects, and constructed an edifice, in v\hich Hyrcius lodged his 
treasures ; having placed a stone in the wall, so that they could remove it 
when diey pleased, they committed frequent robberies there undiscovered ; 
but upon Agamedes being caught in a snare, Trophonius cut off his 
brother's head, lest he should discover his accomphce : the murderer 
was soon after swallowed up in a chasm of the earth. The account 
Pausanias gives of Trophonius's cave, and the ceremonies observed by 
those who went to consult the oracle tliere, is very long and minute. 
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CREUSA. 

Phoebus well knows I am without a son^ 

ION. 
O wretched woman, who in all beside 
Art prosperous : Fortune here, alas, deserts thee* 

CREUSA. 

But who are you ? How happy do I deem 
Your mother ! 

ION. 

An attendant on the God 
They call me; and, O woman, such I am. 

CREUSA. 

Sent from your city as a votive gift. 
Or by some master sold ? 

ION. 

I know this only. 
That I am call'd Apollo's* 

CREUSA. 

In return, 
I too, O stranger, pity your hard fate. 

ION. 

Because I know not either of my parents. 

CREUSA. 

Beneath this fane, or some more lowly dome 
Reside you? 

ION. 

This whole temple of the God 
Is my abode, here sleep I. 

CREUSA. 

While an infant, - 
Or since your were a stripling, came you hither? 

ION. 

The persons who appear to know the truth. 
Assert I was a child. 

CREUSA. 

What Delphic nurse 
Perform'd a mother's office i 
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ION. 

I ne*er dang 
To any breast— She fear'd mc. 

CREUSA. 

Hapless youth 
Who reai'd yon ? bow have I discover'd vf oes 
Which equal those I suffer ! 

ION. 

Phoebus* Priestess, 
Whom as my real mother I esteem. 

CREUSA. 

But how were you supported till you reack'4 - 
Maturer years i 

ION. 
I at the altar fed. 
And on the bounty of each casual guest. 

CREUSA. 

Whoe'er she was, your mother $ure was wretclied. 

ION. 

Perhaps to me some woman owes her shame. 

CREUSA. 

But say, what wealth you have? for you are drest 
la a becoming garb. 

ION. 
I am adom'd 
With these rich vestments by the God I serve. 

CREUSA. 

Did you make no researches to discover 
Your parents ? 

ION. 

I have not the slightest due 
To guide my steps. 

CREUSA. 

Alas, another dame 
Like sufferings with your. mother hath endur'd. 

ION. 

Who? tell me. Thy assistance would'st thou give^ 
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I should rejoice indeed. 

fcREUSA. 

She for whose sake 
I hither came before my Lord arrive. 

ION. 

What are thy wishes in which I can serve thee ? 

CREUSA. 
I would obtain an oracle from Phcebus 
In private. 

ION. 

Name it : fpr of all beside 
Will I take charge. 

CREUSA. 

Now to my words attend-— 
Yet shame restrains me. 

ION. 

Then wilt thou do nothing : 
For Shame's a Goddess not for action form'd. 

CREUSA. 

One of my friends inforins me, that by Phoebus 
She was embrac'd. 

ION. 
A woman by Apollo ! 
Use not such language, O thou foreign Dame. 

CREUSA. 

And that without the knowledge of her Sire, 
She bore the God a son. 

ION. 

This cannot be; 
Her modesty forbids her to confess 
What mortal wrong'd her. 

CREUSA. 

No ; she suffered all 
That she complains of, tho' h^r tale be wretched. 

ION. 

In what respect, if by the bonds of love 
She to the God was join'd ? 



ION. logi 

CREUSA. 

The son she bore 
She also did cast forth. 

ION. ' 

Where is the boy 
Who was cast forth, doth he behold the light? 

CREUSA. 

None knows; and for this cause would I consult 
The oracle. 

ION. , 

But if he be no more, 
How died he ? 

CREUSA. 

Much she fears the beasts devoured 
Her wretched child. 

ION. 
What proof hath she of this? 

CREUSA. 

She came where she expos'd, and found him not. 

ION. 

Did any drops of blood distain the path \ 

CREUSA. 

None, as she says ; although full long she Searched 

Around the field. 

ION. 
But since that hapless boy 

Perish'd, how longis it^? 

CREUSA. 

Were he yet livings 
His age would be the same with yours. 

ION. 

The God 
Hath wrong'd her, yet the mother must be wretched. 

CREUSA. 

Since that hath she produced no other child. 

ION. 

But what if Phoebus bore awny by. stealth 
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His son, and nurtur'd him ? 

CREUSA. 

He acts nnjastly 
Alone enjoying what to both belongs. 

ION. 

Ah me ! such fortune bears a close resemblance 
To my calamity. 

CREUSA. 
I make no doubt^ 
O stranger, but your miserable mother 
Wishes for you. 

ION. 

Revive not piteous thoughts 
By me forgotten. 

CREUSA. 
I my questions cease ; 
Now finish your reply. 

ION. 

Art thou aware 
In what respect thpu hast unwisely spoken ? 

CREUSA. 
« Q^n aught bi^t .grief attend tiiat wretched dame? 

ION. 

How is it probable the God should publish 
By an oracular respoa^ei the ^9^1 
He wishes to conceal ? 

CREUM. 

If here he sit 
Upon his public tripod to whicii Greece 
Hath free access. 

ION. 
He blushes at the deed ; 
Of him make no enquiries. 

CREUSA, 

The poor suflferex. 
Bewails hir fortuoea. > 
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ION. 

No presumptuous seer 
To thee this mjrstery will disclose : for Phoebus 
Id his own temple with such baseness charg'd^ 
Justly would punish him who should expound 
To thee the oracle. Depart, O woman ; 
For of th' immortal Powers we must not speak 
With disrespect. This were the utmost pitch 
Of frenzy should we labour to extort 
From the unwilling Gods those hidden truths 
They mean not to disclose, by slaughtered sheep 
Before their altars, or the flight of birds. 
If 'gainst Heaven's will we strive to reach down blessings. 
In our possession they become a curse: 
But what the Gods spontaneously confer 
Is beneficial. 

CHORUS. 
In a thousand forms, 
A thousand various woes overwhelm mankind : 
But life can scnrde afford one happy scene. 

CREUSA. 

Elsewhere as well as here art thou unjust 
To her, O Phoebus, who tho' absent speaks 
By me. For thou hast not presery'd thy Sort 
Whom thou Wert bound to save ; nor wilt thou answer 
His Mother's questions. Prophet as thou art: 
That, if he be no more, there may a tomb 
For him be heap*d ; or haply if he live, 
She may at length behold her dearest child. 
But now no more of this, if me the God 
Forbid to ask what most I wish to know,. 
Conceal, O gentle Stranger, (for I see 
My lord the noble Xuthus is at hand. 
Who from the cavern of Trophonius comes) 
What thou hast heard, lest I incur reproach 
For thus divulging secrets, and my words, 
Not as I spoke them, should be blazM abroad : 
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For the condition of our sex is hard, 
Suhject to man's caprice; and virttious damesy 
From being mingled with the bad, are hated : 
Such, sudh is woman's miserable doom. 

XUTHUS, CREUSA, ION, CHORUS- 

XUTHUS. 

I to the God begin t' address myself: 
Him first I hail ; and you my Consort next. 
Hath my long stay alarm'd you ? • 

CREUSA. 

No : thou com'st 
Tq her who 1s opprest with anxious thoughts.- 
Say from Trophonius what response thou bring'st ; 
Doth hope of issue wait us ? 

XUTHUS. 

He refused 
T' anticipate the prophesies of Phcebus, 
All that he said was this; nor I, nor thou^ 
Shall from this temple to our home return 
Thus destitute of children. 

CREUSA. 

Holy (10) Mother 
Of Phoebus, to our journey grant success; 
And O may fortunfe yet have bliss in store 
For those on whom thy son erst deign'd to smile. 

XUTHUS. 

Thy vows shall be accomplished : but what Prophet 
Officiates in this temple of the God ? 

ION. 

I here without am station'd : but within, 
O Stranger, others near the tripod take 
Their seat, from Delphi's noblest citizens 
Chosen by lot. 

XUTHUS. 
*Tis well : I have attained 

. ' (10) Latona. 
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The utmost of. my wishes, and will enter . 

The sanctuary, for here before the templei 

I am inform^, the oracles in public ' 

To foreigners are utter'd ; on this day 

(For ^tis a solemn feast) we mean to hear 

The God's prophetic voige. O woman, take J 

Brai^chea of laurel, and at every altar ^ 

Offer up Vows to the immortal Powers, 

That I from Phcebus' temple may procure 

This answer, that my wishes sliall be crowned 

With an anspioious progeny* 

CREUSA* \:i 

Depend 
On their completion : but were Phoebus' self 
Disposed to make atonement for past wrongs, 
He now, alas ! no longer can to me 
Entirely be a friend : yet I from him 
Whatever he pleases am constrainM to take. 
Because he is a Qod. [Exeunt xvthus and crbusa. 

ION. 
In mystic words, 
Why doth this foreign Dame, against our God 
Still glance reproaches, thro' a strong attachipent 
To her for whom she hither to consult 
The oracle is come ; or doth she hide 
Some cii'cttmstance unfit to be disclos'd? 
But with Erectheus' Daughter what concern 
Have I, what interest in th' Athenian realm ? 
ril go and sprinkle from the golden vase 
The lustral waters. Yet must I condemn 
Phoebus: what means he? To the ravish'd Maid 
Unfaithful hath he prov'd : his Son, by stealth 
Begotten, left neglected to expire, . 
Act thou not thus ; but since thou art supreme 
In majesty, let virtue too be thine. 
For whosoever of the human race * 

Transgresses, with severity the Gods 
VOL. lii. I 
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Punish his crimes : then how can it be just 

For you, ivhdse written laws mankind obey^ 

Yourselves to break them i Tho* 'twilf never be. 

This supposition will I make> that Thou^ 

Neptune, and Jove who in the Heaven bean rulCj^ 

Should make atonement to mankind for those 

Whom ye have forcibly deflour'd ; your temples 

Must ye exhaust to pay the fines impos'd 

On your base deeds : for when ye follow pleasure^ 

Heedless of decency^ ye act amiss ; 

No longer is it just to speak of Men 

As wicked, if the conduct of the Gods 

We imitate : our censures rather ought 

To fall on those who such examples give* [£nf loN. 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 
1. 

thou who aid'st the matron's throes, 
(11) Come Eilithya, for to thee I sue; 

Minerva next with honours due 

1 hail, 'who by Prometheus* aid arose 

Tn arms refulgent from the front of Jove, 
Nor knew a mother's fosteri*^ love ; 

(11) << The Goddett btete invoked under the title of Ili%% is fixed 
** by the return of the sentence, where the Chorus eiq>re8dy caUs hec 
<< the Daughter of Latona, to unply Diana : because the title of Ilitliya 
" is not alone sufficient, as this is often appled to aiiotttr< GMdan 
<< Goddess incompatible with Diana.; thus this Ilitiiya U deseribed 
<' as present at the travail of Latona, the motiier of Diana, by thft 
« author of the Hymn to ApoUo ascribed to Homer. CaHmiadius 
<< makes Diana, in liis Hymn to this Goddess, declare that fhim her 
** birth she was destfaied to preside over the travail of woiMik Itt 
^ regard to the derivation of the word Ilithya, Phumutns deduce* 
^ it either from si>Mfji.m, in allusion to her constant revolution round 
*' the Eartli, as the Moon, or from f\n^, to come, as attending the 
<f call of pregnant women : but according to Wessefingius, in his edi> 
*' tion of Diodonis Siculus, this word is of Phomncian extraction, and 
^ comos from a term ii) that language, signifying to bring forth/* 

Mr. JODRSLU 
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Victorious Queen^ arm'd with resistless might 

O'er Pythian fanes thy plumage spread^ 
Forsake awhile Olympus' golden bed, 
O wing thy rapid flight 

To this blest land where Phoebus reigns^ 
This center of the world his chosen seat. 
Where from his tripod in harmonious strains^ ' 
Doth he th' unerring prophesy repeat: 

With Latona's Daughter join. 
For thou like her art spotless and divine ; 
Sisters of Phoebus, with penmasive grace, 

Ye Virgins sue, nor sue in rain, 
That, from bis oracles, Erectheus' race 
To the Athenian tbrone a noble Heir may gain« 

If. 

Object of Heaven's pecnliar care 
Is be whose Children, vigoron* firom their birth, 

Nurs'd on the foodfbl lap of earth. 
Adorn his mansion, and hig transports share : 
No patrimonial treasures can exceed 

Theirs who by each heroic deed 
AogmeiH the fame of an illnstriotis Sire, 

And to their children's children leave 
Th' invaluable heritage entire. 
la troables we receive 

From duteous Sods a timely aid. 
And social pleasure in oar prosperoos hoors« 
The daring youdi, in brazen arms arrayed, 
Gaaids with protended Umce his native towers* 

To lore these eyes, tho' gold were spread, 
Tlio* Hynien wantoned on a regal bed, 
So<:h virtooos oflspring would my sool prefer* 

The lonely childless life I hate, 
Aod item that they who choose it ^TemtiJ trr, 
JNest with a teeming coccb, I ask no kindly ftate. 

Is 
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, iir. 

Ye shadowy groves where sportive Pan id seen, 
Stupendous rocks whose pine-clad summits wave. 

Where oft near M acra's darksome cave, 
Light spectres, o'er the consecrated green, 

([2) Agraulos' Daughters lead the dance. 
Before the portals of Minerva's fane 

To the shrill flut?'s varied stram* 
When from thy caverns, thro' the vale around, 

O Pan, the cheering notes resoand. 
Under tho^ hanging chfFs (abhorr'd mischance!) 

Some Nymph a Son to Phoebus bore. 
Whom she to ravenous birds a bloody feast 

Expos'd, and to each savage. beast; 

Her shame, her conscious guilt, deplore. 
Nor at my loom, nor by the voice of Fame 

Have I e'er heard it said. 
The base»-borA issue of some- human Maid, 
Begotten by a God, to bliss have any claim* 

ION, CHORUS. 

ION. 
O ye attendants on your noble mistress. 
Who watch around the basis of this fane> 

(12) '' Agraulos, the wife of Ceerops, has been mentioiied in a 
'' former note. Agiauros her Daughter had a temple bciileath the 
'' Acropolis, according to Herodotus, L. 8, c. 55, where the sttnation 
<< is accurately described. Pausanias, Att. c. 18, calls it a grove, to 
** give the reader to understand that there was an area round ttie 
'' temple. .The Atheni^i women swore by Pandrosos : Aristophanes^ 
*^ Lysistrate, v. 444 ; 'whence it is evident, that she also had divine 
'< honoitfs paid to her. The same appears in regard to Herae from 
'< tl^e word Afpffajm in Suidas, with whom the rest of ; tlie Gramma- 
<< nans accord. Again, see. what is said of Agiauros rin Hesychins, 
" under ]the word nurfhaui. This account of the Daughters of Cecrops 
" leading the dance after their death, may be compared with the 
<< fable of Protesilaus, who is said after he was delul to have been 
'^ seen . running and performing various gymnastie exercises in the 
<< Thracian Chersonesus. See s^o what the Geographers, to whom 
'* add Tzetzes on Lycophron, v. 19?, say of the Course of Achilles.* 

Dr. Musgratb. 
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Say* whether Xuthus have aheady left 
The tripod and oracular recess. 
Or in the temple doth he stay to ask 
More questions yet about his childless state ? 

CHORUS. 

He is within, nor yet hath passed the threshold ■• 
Of these abodes, O Stranger : but we hear 
The sounding hinges of yon gates announce 
His coming forth ; and see my lord advances. 

XUTHUS, ION, CHORUS. 

XUTHUS. 

On thee, my Son, may every bliss attend : 
For such an introduction snits my speech. 

ION. ' 

With me all's well : but learn to think aright, 
And we shall both be happy. 

XUTHtJS. 

Give thy handj 
And suffer nae t' embrace thee, 

ION. 

Are your senses 
Yet unimpaired, or hath the secret curse 
Some Gods inflicts, O Stranger, made you frantic i 

XUTHUS. 

In my right mind am I, if having found 
Him whom I hold most dear, I wish t* embrace him. 

ION. 

Desist, nor touch me, lest your rude hand tear 
The garlands of the God. 

XUTHUS. 

Now in these arms 
Thee I have caught, no pledge will I receive ; 
For Tve discovered my bi?loved Son. 

ION. 

Wilt thou, not leave me, ere these shafts transpierce! 
Your vitals? 
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XUTHUS, 

But why shuD me^ now thou know'st 
That I to thee by such strong ties am bound i 

ION. 

Because to me it is (13) no welcome office 
Foolish and frantic strangers to recall 
To their right reason. 

XUTHUS. 
Take my life away, 
And burn my corse ; but if thou kill me, thou 
Wilt be thy father's murderer* 

ION. 

How are you 
IVfy father ? Is not this ridiculous? 

XUTHUS. 

In a few Words to thee would I explain 
Our near connection, 

ION. 

What have you to say ? 

XUTHUS. 

I am thy Sire, and thou art my own Son. 

ION. 

Who told you this ? 

XUTHUS. 

Apollo, by whose care 
Thou, O my Son, wert nurtured in this fane. 

ION. 

You for yourself bear witness. 

" XUTHUS 

Having searched 

The oracles of this unerring God — 

■ . • . . ■ . ; : 't •• 

(13) The reading of the Aldus ecjition is A^^c^xwy which, beipg inad- 
mianble jon account of the ^n% syllable* being short, ScaJiger, and 
after him Barnes, read »>>», Which appears to me mpr^ conformable 
to ^dialogue. Dr. Musgrave is of a different opmion, and proposes 
iBiAig Sn fiiMtf} GaitseHi ttfil>m^ anfl to nrake ^e. speech interwg^ 
tire. 
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ION. 
Some phrase of dubious import have you heard^ 
Which hath misled you. . , 

XUTHUS. 

Heard I not aright?, 
ION. 

What said Apolio ? 

XUTHUS^ 

That the man who meets me— 

lON.^ 
Where i 

XUTHUS. 
As I from the temple of the Gfod 
Am going forth. 

ION. 

What fortunes bim avfait? 

XUTHUS. 

Those of my Son. 

ION. 
By birth or thro* adoptioQ i , 

XUTHUS. 

A gift and my own Child. 

ION. 

Am I the first 
You light on i 

XUTHUS. 

I have met none else, my Soi^ 

ION, 

Whence springs thisistrange vicissitude of fortune 2 

XUTHUS* 
The same event with wonder ^rikes us both. 

ION. 

To you^ what mother-bore me? 

XUTHUS. 

. This I know opt 

ION. 

Did not Apollo sajr ? 
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XUTHUS. 
I was delighted 
With what he hi^d reveal'd, add searched no farther. 

ION, 
From mother £arth I surely sprung. 

XUTHUS. 

The ground 
Brings forth no children. 

ION. 
How can I be yours ? 

XUTHUS. 

I know not ; but refer thee to the God, 

ION. 

Some other subject let us now begin. 

XUTHUS. 

This is a topic^ O my Son^ to me 
Most interesting. 

ION. 

The joys of lawless love 
Have you experienced? 

XtJTHUS. 

Yes, thro' youthful folly. 

ION. 

Ere you were wedded to Erectheus' Daughter? 

xuTBys. 
Not ev^r sinc^. ' 

Pid you beget me theA ? 

XUTHUS. 

« The time just tallies. 

. ION. 

But. how came I hither? 

XUTHUS. 
This quite perplexes. 

ION. 

From a distant land ? 
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XUTHUS. 

In this I also find new cause for doubt. 

ION. 
Did you ascend erewhile the Pythian rock ? 

XUTHUS. 

To celebrate the festivals of Bacchus. 

ION. 
But to what host did you repair ? 

XUTHU8. 

The same 
Who me with Delphic maids — 

ION. 

Initiated? 
Or what is it you mean f 

XUTHUS. 

The MaBuades 
Of Bromius too. 

- ION. 

While sober, or overpowered 
By wine ? 

XUTHUS. 

The joys of Bacchus had ensuar'd me. 

ION. 

Hence it appears I was begotten then. 

XUTHUS. 

Fate hath at length discovered thee, my Son. 

ION. 

But to this fane how cou-ld I come ? 

XUTHUS. ' 

The Nymph 
Perhaps expos'd thee. 

K)N. 

I from servitude 
Have made a blest escape: 

XUTHUS. 

Now, O my Son; ' 

Embrace thy Sire. .1 



:■•:•■■• ■ i 



Lis 



IM ION. 

iON. 

I ought not to difitrust 

The God. 

XUTHUS. 
Thou tbiok'si aright. 

ION. 

And is there apght 
That I can wish for more— 

XUTHUS. 

Thou now behold'st 
As much as it concerns thee to behold. 

ION. 

Than from Jove's Son to spring ? 

XUTHUS. 

Which is thy lot. 

ION. 

May I embrace the author of my birth i 

XUTHUS. 

To the God yielding credence. 

ION. 

Hail, my Father. 

XUTHUS. 

With ecstasy that title I receive. 

ION. 

This day— 

XUTHUS. 

Hath made me happy. 

i(m. 

My dear Mother^ 
Shall I e'er see thee ? More than ever now 
(Be who thou wilt) I for that moment long. 
But thou perhaps art dead, and I for thee 
Can now do nothing. 

QHORUS, 

With our Monarch's house 
We share the glad event: yet could I wish 
My royal mistress and Erectheus' race 
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With children had been blest. .. 

XUTHUS. 

- The God, ray Son, 
In thy discovery hath done well ; to him 
I owe this happy union; thou too fiod'st 
A Father, tho' thou never kncw'st till now 
By whom thou wert begotten : with thy wishes 
Mine, O ray Son, conspire, that thou liiay'st find 
Thy Mother, and that I may learn who bore thee. 
By leaving this to lime, we may at length 
Perhaps discover her : but now forsaking 
Apollo's temple and this exilM state. 
With duteous zeal accompauy thy Sire 
To Athens, where this heritage aw-aits thee, 
A prosperous sceptre and abqndant wealth : 
Nor tho' thou want one parent, can the name. 
Or of ignoble, or of poor be thine: 
But for thy noble birth shalt thou be fam'd, • # 

And thy abundant treasures. Art thou silent i 
Why dost thou fix thine eyes upon the ground ? ■ 

Thy anxious thoughts return, and thou, thus chang*d 
From thy past cheerfulness, alarsi'st my soul. > 

ION. ■ > 

Things at a distance wear iiot the same semblance 
As when on them we fix a closer view. 
I certainly with gratitude embrace 
My better fortunes, having .found in you 
A Father. But whence rose my anxious thoughts 
Now hear : in Athens, I am told, a Native 
Is deem'd a glorious nam^t nut so the race ' 

Of aliens : I its gates shall enter laden 
With these two evils; from a toreign Sire 
Descended, and myself a spurious child. ' •' 

Branded with tliis reproach, doom'd to continue 
In base obscurity, I shall be call'd 
A man of no account: but if intruding 
Into the highest stations in the city, 
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I aim at being great, I shall incur 
Hate from the vulgar, for superior power 
Is to the people odious ; but the frieuds 
Of virtue, they whose elevated souls 
With real wisdom are endu'd, observe 
A modest silence, nor with eager haste 
Rush into public business; such as these 
Will laugh and brand me with an ideot's name^ 
For not remaining quiet in a land 
Which with tumultuous outrages abounds. 
Again, will those of a distinguish'd rank 
Who at the helm preside, when I attempt 
To raise myself to honours, be most wdry 
How on an alien they their votes confer, ' 
For thus, my Sire, 'tis ever wont to be ; 
They who possess authority and rank 
Loathe their competitors. But when I come. 
Unwelcome stranger, to a foreign house 
And to the childless matron ; partner once 
In your calamity, of all her hopes 
Now reft, with bitter anguish will she feel 
In private this misfortune : by what means 
Can I escape her hatred, at your footstool 
When I am seated, but she still remaining 
A childless consort, with malignant eyes 
The object of your tenderness beholds ? 
Then or, betraying me, will you regard 
Your wife : or by th' esteem for me exprest, 
A dire confusion'in your palace ^ause.- 
For men, by female subtlety, how oft 
Have poisons been invented to destroy ; 
Yet is my pity to your Consort due. 
Childless and hastening to the vale of years ; 
Sprung from heroic sires she ill deserves 
To pine thro' want of issue. But the face 
Of Empire whom we foolishly commend 
Is fair indeed, tbo' in her mansions Grief 
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Hath fix'd her loath'd abode. For who is happy. 

Who fortuDate, when his whole life is spent 

Tn circumspection and in anxious fears ? 

Kather would I in an ignoble state 

Live blest, than be a Monarch w bo delights 

In evil friends, and hates the goqd, still fearing 

The stroke of death. Perhaps you will reply 

That gold can all these obstacles surmount. 

And to grow rich is sweet. I would not hear 

Tumultuous sounds/or grievous toils endure. 

Because these hands my treasures still retainit 

May I possess an humbler rank exempt 

From sorrow ! my Sire, let me describe 

The blessings I have here enjoy'd; first ease, 

To man most grateful, by the busy cr.owd 

I seldom was molested, from my path 

No villain drove me : not to be endur'd 

Is this, when we to base competitors 

Are forc'd to yield pre-eminence. I pray'd 

Fervently to the Gods, or minister'd 

To mortals, and with those who did rejoice 

I never griev'd. Some strangers I dismiss'd,] 

But others came. Hence a new object still 

Did I remain, and each new vQtary please. 

What men are bound to wish for, even they 

Who with reluctance practise what they ougbt^ 

The laws conspir'd to aid my natural bent. 

And in the sight of Phoebus made me just. 

These things maturely weighing in my breast^ , 

I deem my situation here exceeds 

What Athens can bestow. Allow me then. 

The privilege of living, to myself : ; , .^ 

For 'tis an equal blessing, or to taste .. ' ^ , ^ . 

The splendid gifts of fortune with delight, ^ 

Or in an humbler station rest content. 

CHORUS. 

Well hast thou spoken : could thy words^cooduc^ 



i 



t r 



126 lO}i. 

To the felicity 6f those I love ! 

XUTMUS. ' 

Cease to speak thus, and learn bow to be happy: 
For on the spot where thee [ found, my Son, 
Will I perform due rites, the social board 
Crown with a public banquet, and slay victims 
In celebration of thy natal day, 
Which with no sacrificie hath yet been grac'd* 
But now conducting thee, as if a guest 
EnterM my doors, thee with a splendid feast 
Will I regale, and to th' Athenian realm 
Lead thee as bne whd comes to view the land. 
Not as my Son ; beciause I would not grieve 
My Consort who is childless, while myself 
In thee am bl6st : yet will I seize at fength 
Some happy moment, and on her prevail 
To let thee wield my sceptre. By the name 
Of Ion, I accost thee, which best suits 
Th' event that happened, since, as I came forth 
From Phoebus' temple, thou didst meet me first. 
Collecting therefore all thy band of friends. 
Previous to thy departure from the city 
Of Delphi,' w'ilh the victim ox regale them. 
But I Qommand you, Damsels, to conceal 
What I have ^ald; for if ye to my Wife 
Disclose it, ye shall die* [EnV xutuvs. 

ION. 

Then will I go : 
Yet is there one thing wanting to complete 
My better fortunes : for I cannot live 
With comfort^ if I find not her who bore me. 
If I might yet presume to wish for aught, 
O may my Mother prove to be a dame 
Of Athene, that from her I may inherit 
Freedom of speech ! For if a stranger come 
Into that city pure from foreign mixture, 
Altho^'hfe be a denizen in name,. 
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By servile fear his faltering tongue is tied. 

Nor dares he freely utter what he thinks. [Exit lON. 

CHORUS. 

O E. 

I. 

I view the tears which from her eyes shall flow 
The sorrows that shall rend her breast. 

Soon as my Queen th' unwelcome truth iihall know 
That with an Heir her Lord is blest, 
While she forlorn and childless pines. 

What Priest, O Phoebus, chanted thy decrees ? 

Who bore this Stripling nurtured in thy shrines? 
Suspected frauds my soul displease. 
Unwonted terrors rend my heart. 

While thou to him unfold'st a blest event. 

The Boy is vers'd th every treacherous art. 

To him her choicest gifts hath Fortune lent, 

Rear'd, base-born alien, in a foreign land. 
These obvious truths who fails with me to understand ? 

11. 

Shall we, my friends, to our Queen's wounded ear 

Without the least disguise relate 
'How he proves false who to her soul is dear. 

Her partner in each change of fate, 

That Lord in whom her hopes were plac'd ? 
But he is happy now, while she descends 
Thro' misery to the vale of years in haste : 

Disdain'd by all his virtuous friends 

Shall Xuthus droop, thro' Fortune's power. 
To our rich mansions, who a stranger came, 
Nor duly priz'd her gift, the royal dower: 

Perish the traitor to our honoured Dame ! 

Ne'er may his incense to the Gods ascend ! '- 
Creusa shall kijovv this. — I am our Sovereign's friend. 
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III. 

With his new Son th* exulting Sire 

Already to the festive banquet hies. 

Where steep Parnassus' hills aspire, 
Whose rocky summits touch the skies. 
Where Bacchus lifts a blazing pine, 
And the gay Msenades to join 

His midnight dances haste.— With footsteps rude 
Ne*er may this Boy intrude 

Into my city : rather may he die. 
And quit life's radiant morn : 
For groaning Athens would with scorn^ 

And jealous eyes, the alien view. 

Should Xuthus' fraud such cause for scorn supply. 
Enough for her that o'er her plain 

Erst did Erectheus stretch a wide domain^ 

Still be each patriot to his children true. 

CREUSA, OLD MAN, CHORUS. 

CREUSA. 

Thou venerable man, who didst attend 
Erectheus the deceas'd, my honour'd Sire, 
Now mount the God's oracular abode, 
That thou my joys, if Phcebus mighty King 
The birth of children shall foretell, may'st share* 
For surely to be happy with our friends 
Is most delightful : but (which Heaven forbid !) 
Should any evil happen, to behold 
The face of a benignant man is sweet. 
For tho' I am thy Queen, as thou didst erst 
Honour my Father, in that Father's stead 
I revere uce those grey hairs. 

OLD MAN. 

You still retain 
A courtesy of manners, which, O Daughter, 
Suits your illustrious lineage : you bely not 
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Those first great ancestors from whom you spring, 
Sons of the teeming Earth. O lead me, guide 
To the prophetic mansion, for to me 
Th* ascent is steep : but let thy needful aid 
Support me while with aged steps I move. 

CREUSA. 

Follow me now, look where thou tread'st. 

OLD MAN. 

These feet 
Indeed are tardy, but my zeal is swift. 

CREUSA. , 

Lean on thy staffs while up the winding path 
Thou striv'st to climb. 

OLD MAN. 
Tis darkness all, my eye-sight 
So fails me* 

CREUSA. 

Thou speak^st truths but let not this 
Make thee dejected. 

OLD MAN. 

Not with my consent 
Thus do 1 suffer : but on me, tho* loth. 
What Heaven inflicts, have I no power to heal. 

CREUSA. 

Ye faithful females, who have serv'd me long. 
Attending at the distaff or the loom. 
What fortunes to my Husband were reveal'd ? 
Left he the temple with a blest assurance 
Of children, whom t' obtain we hither came ? 
Inform me : for with acceptable tidings 
If ye can greet me, ye will not confer 
Such favour on a Mistress who distrusts 
The truth of what ye utter. 

CHORUS^ 

Ruthless Fate ! 

CREUSA. 

_ This prelude to your speech is inauspicious. 
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Ab^ wretdiecl me ! li«t Vfhevefote am I wauoded 
By oracles that to my lords belong ? 
No more. Why should I venture to relate 
A tale for which my reoompencc is -death {ifi)i 

What means this plaint^ aod wheaoe«rise yourfe«r9 1 

CHOfiUS. 

*Sball we spea(k out^ shall we observe strict silence^ 
Or how shall we proceed ? 

CBEXJHA. 

Tell what you know 
Of the misfortune which invades your Queen. 

*GHOKl)6. 

Yea, thou should'st bear it bU, dio'' twofold death 
Awaited me. Ne'er shall those arms sustain. 
Nor to thy bosom shalt thou ever clasp 
The wish'd-for progeny . 

OLD MAN. 

Alas, my Daughter, 
Would I were dead'! 

CREU6A. 

Wretch that I am ! ibe VMoes 
Ye have reveal'd, my frieads, make life a curse. 

OLD AIAN. 

We perish, O my Daughter. 

fCMEVSA. 

Grief, alas! 
Pierces my vitals. 

(XUD MA.K. 

Those untimely, groans 
Suppress. « 

CR^VSA. 

My plaints unbidden force their way. 

(15) Xiithus having, at his leaving the stage, v. 667^ edit Barnes, 
threatened the Attendants of Crensa^ who compose the Choros, that h^ 
would put them to desth if they ^itffoiined their 4ni0fefe«*df'ttet the 
oracle had declared in regard to'ifae birth of Ion* 
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OIJ> MAN. 

Before we learn — 

CREUSA. V 

Alas^ what farther tidings 
Can I expect i 

OLD MAN. 

Whether our Lord endure 
The same, and share your woes^ or you alone 
To adverse fortune are expos'd. 

CHORUS. 

On him. 
Thou aged man, Apollo hath bestow'd 
A Son, this blessing singly he enjoys 
Without his Consort. 

CREUSA. 

You to me unfold 
The greatest of all evils, an affliction 
Which claims my groans. 

OLD MAN. 

But is the Son you speak of 
To spring hereafter from some Dame unknown. 
Or did Apollo's oracle declare 
That he is born already i 

CHORUS. 

To thy Lord 
Phoebus an offspring gives, already born. 
Who hath attained the age of blooming manhood: 
For I was present. 

QREU^ 
What is this you say? 
To me have you related such a tale 
As no tongue ought to utter. 

OLD MAN. 

And to me. 

CREUSA. 

But by what means, yet undisclos'd, the God 
This oracle to its cQnjipletion brings, 

K 9 
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Inform me more explicitly, and who 
This stripling is. 

CHORUS. 
Apollo to thy Husband 
Gave for a Son him whom he first should raeef, 
As from the temple of the God he came. 

CREUSA. 

But as for me, alas! thro' my whole life 
Accurs'd and sentenc'd to a childless state. 
In solitary mansions shall I dwell. 
What youth was by the oracle designed ? 
Whom did the Husband of unhappy me 
Meet in his passage ; how, or where behold him ? 

CHORUS. 
Know'st thou that stripling, O my dearest Queen, 
Who swept the temple? he is Xuthus' son. 

CREUSA. ' 

Ah, would to Heaven that T could wing my flight. 
Thro' the dark air beyond the Grecian land 
To the Hesperian stars! How great, how great 
Are the afBictions I endure ! 

OLD MAN. 

What name 
His Father gave him, know you, or is this 
Yet undetermined ? 

CHORUS. 
loD was he call'd. 
Because he first his happy Father met. 

OLD MAN. 

Who was his Mother? 

CHORUS. 

That I cannot tell: 
But to acquaint thee, O thou aged man. 
With all that's in my power, her Husbatid went. 
In privacy to offer up a victim 
For the discovery, and the natal day 
Of his new Son, and in the hallow^ tent 
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With him will celebrate a genial banquet. 

OLD MAN. 

My honour'd Mistress, (for with you I grieve) 
We are betray'd by your perfidious Lord^ 
Wrong'd by premeditated fraud, and cast 
Forth from Erectheus' house : I speak not this 
Thro' hatred to your Husband, but because 
I love you more than him, who wedding you 
When to the city he a stranger came. 
Your ps^lace too and whole inheritance 
With you receiving, on some other Dame 
Appears to have begotten sons by stealth : 
How 'twas by stealth I'll prove ; when he perceiv'd 
That you were barren, he was not content 
To share the self-same fate, but on a slave 
Whom he embrac'd in secrecy, begot 
And to some Delphic matron gave this Son, 
That in a foreign realm he might be nurtured : 
He to the temple of Apollo sent. 
Is here train'd up in secret. But the Sire, 
Soon as he knew the stripling had attain'd 
The years of manhood, liath on you prevailed 
HithcK to come, because you had no child. 
The God indeed hath spoken truth ; not so 
Xuthus, who from his infancy hath rear'd 
The boy, and forg'd these tales; that, if detected, 
His crimes might be imputed to the God : 
But coming hither, ^nd by length of time 
Hoping to skreen the fraud, he now resolves 
He will transfer the sceptre to this stripling, 
For whom at length he forges the new name 
Of Ion, to denote that he went forth 
And met him. Ah, how do I ever hate 
Those wicked men who plot iinrighteoas deeds. 
And then adorn them with delusive art ! 
Rather would I possess a virtuous friend 
Of mean abilities^ than one more wise 
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And profligate. Of all disa^troas fates 

Yours is the worst, who to your house admit 

Its future Lord, whose Mother is unknown, 

A youth selected from th' ignoble crowd. 

The base-born issue of some female slave. 

For this had only been a single ill 

Had he persuaded you, since yoti are childless, 

T' adopt, and in your palace lodged the aon 

Of some illustrious dame : but if to you 

This scheme had b^en disgustful ; from the kindred 

Of ^olus his sire should he have sought 

Another Consort. Hence is it incumbent 

On you to execute ^me great revenge 

Worthy of woman ; with the lifted sword. 

Or by some stratagem or deadly poison, - 

Your Husband and his offspring to dispatch 

Ere you by them are murder'd : you will lose 

Your life if you delay, for when two foes 

Meet in one house, some mischief must befall. 

Or this or that. I therefore will with you 

Partake the danger, and with you conspire 

To slay that stripling, entering the abode 

Where for iht sumptuous banquet he is making 

Th' accusiom'd prepairation ; while I view 

The Sun, and e'en in death, will I repay 

The bounty of those Lords who nurtiir'd me. 

Por there is one thing only which coiifers 

Disgrace on slaves, the name; in all beside 

2^o virtuous slave to freeborn spirits yields. 

CHORUS. 
I too, O my dear Mistress, am resolved 
To be the stedfast partner of your fate. 
And die with glory, or with glory live. 

CREUSA. 

How, O my tortur'd soul, shall I be silent? 
But rather hotv these hidden loves di^clcf^e ? 
Shall I shake oS all shame i fdr What retatds 
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My farther progress? to how dire a struggle 
Doth my beleitguer'd virtae lie expos'd ? 
Hath not my Lord betra/d me ? For of hoose 
And children too am I deprived. All hope» 
Are vanish'd now of which I fondly sought 
T avail myself, but could not, by concealing 
The loss of my virginity, those throes 
Concealing which I ever must bewail. 
But by the starry throne of Jove, the Goddess 
Who haunts my rocks, and by the sacred banks 
Of (16) Triton's lake whose waters never fail, 
I my disgrace no longer will suppress. 
For having cleans'd my sou? from that pollution, 
I shall have shaken off a load of cares. 
My eyes drop tears, and sorrow rends my soul, 
Assaird with treachery both by men and Gods 
Whom I will prove to have been fafee, devoid 
Of gratitude to those they lov'd, O thou, 

(16) ^^ Triton is a lake in Africa, through whick flows ^ laige river 
" of tiie same name ; some say tbat Minerva was the Daughter of Nof^- 
^ tone and this lake, bat that behig severely cliiddeo by her Father, sha 
« came in wrath to Jupiter, and was adopted by him. It is reported at 
<< least that she received the name of Tritonia from making her first ap- 
'^ pearance at this lake, of which we meet with the foUowmg accoint ip 
** Lacan: 

** Hknc ut fama Deus, cjuem toto littore pontus 

^' Audit ventos^ perflantcm murmuru concha, 

" Hanc et Pallas amat, patrio'qtto^ vertice nata 

'^ Terrarum primara lib^fen (naua proxiina cselo est, 

** Ut probat ipse calor) tetigit : stagnique quietl 

** Vultus vidit aqii^, posnitque in margine plantas, 

" £t se dtlecti Tritonida dixit ab uud^.** Barnes. 

^* These waters to the tuneful God are dear, 

** Whose -vocal shell the sea-green Nereids hear; 

^ These Pallas loves, so tells reporting Fame, 

*^ V(^ben first from Heaven to Earth the Goddess came, 

" (Heaven's neighbourhood the warmer climes betrays, 

*f And speak the nearer Sun's immediate rays) 

*^ Here her first footsteps on the bnnk she staid, 

'* Here in the watry glass her form sw^ey'd, 

^ And called herself from hence the chaste Tritonian maid." 

KOWE. 
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Whose skilful hand attunes the sevenfold chords 

Of the melodious lyre^ from lifeless shells 

Eliciting the Muses' sweetest strains^ 

Son of Lalona/I this day will publish 

A tal^ to thee disgracefiil : for thou cam'st, 

Thou cam'st resplendent with thy golden hair, 

As I the crocus gather'd, in my robe 

Each vivid flower assembling to compose 

Garlands of fragrance: thou my snowy wrist 

Didst seize and drag me to the cave^ with shrieks 

While to my Mother for her aid I cried : 

TPwas impudently done, thou lustful God, 

To gain the favour of the Cyprian Queen. 

In evil hour, to thee I bore a Son, 

Whom, fearful of my Mother's wrath, I cast 

Into that cave, where thou with wretched m^ 

Didst join thyself in luckless love, Alas! 

Now is our miserable son no more. 

On him have vultures feasted. But meanwhile 

Thy festive Paeans to the sounding harp 

Dost thou repeat. O offspring of Latona, 

To thee f speak, who from thy golden tripod 

Dost in this center of the world dispense 

TThy oracles. My voice shall reach thy ears, 

O thou false paramour, who, from my Lord 

Tho' thou no favours ever didst receive, 

A Son into his mansions: hast convey'd : 

Meanwhile the oflFspring whom to thee I bore 

Hath died unnotic'd, by the vultures torn ; 

Lost are the bandages in which his Mother 

Had wrapp'd him. Thee thy Delos doth abhor. 

The branches of whose laurel rise to meet 

The palm, and form that shade, where thee her sou 

With arms divine Latona first embrac'd, 

CHORUS. 

Ah me ! how inexhaustible a source 
Of woes is open'd, such as must draw tears 
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From every eye. 

OLD MAN. 
O Daughter, on your face. 

Still with un sated rapture do I gaze. 
My reason have I lost : for while I strive 
From my o'erburdenM spirit to discharge 
Th^ waves of woe, fresh torrents at the poop 
Rush in and overwhelm me, since the words 
Which you have utter'd, from your present ills 
Digressing to the melancholy track 
Of other sufferings. What is it you say ? 
What charge would you allege against Apollo.^ 
What son is this whom you assert you bore ? 
And in what quarter of your native city 
To beasts did you expose him for a prey? 
To me repeat the tale.^ 

CREUSA. 
Thou aged man. 
Thy presence makes me blush : yet will I speak. 

OLD MAN. 

Full well do I know how to sympathize 
With my aflBicted friends. 

CREUSA. 

Then hear my tale. 
Thou must remember, on the northern side 
Of the Cecropian rock, the cave call'd Macra. 

OLD MAN. 

I know it ; on that spot Pan's temple stands. 
And near it blaze bis altars. 

CREUSA. 

*Twas the scene 
Of my unhappy conflict. 

OLD MAN. 

Say : what conflict ? 
Your history makes me weep, 

CREUSA. 

The amorous God 
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Apollo held me in a forc'd embrace. 

OLD MAN. 

Was this, my Daughter, then, what I perceivM ? 

CREUSA. 

I know not; but will openly declare 
The truth, if thy conjectures light on it. 

OLD MAN. 

When yon in silence wail'd some hidden woe? 

CREUSA. 

Those evils happen'd then which I to thee 
Without disguise reveal. 

OLD MAN. 

But by what means 
Your union with Apollo did you hide i 

CREUSA. 

I bore a Son — « with patience hear me speak, 
O venerable man. 

OLD MAN. 

Where ? who performed 
Th' obstetric part? did you alone endure 
The grievous throes of childbirth ? 

CREUSA. 

All alone 
Within that cave where I my honour lost. 

OLD MAN. 
But where's the boy> that in this childless state 
Thou may'st remain no longer? 

CREUSA. 

He is dead, - 
Old man, to beasts was he expos'd. 

OLD MAN. 

How ! dead ! 
Was Phcebus then so base as not to aid you ? 

CREUSA. 

No aid he gave : but in the dreary house 
Of Pluto is our hapless offspring nurtured. 
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OLD MAS. 

Bat who expos'd him ? sore it was not yoa 7 

CREUSA. 

I in the midnight gloom around him wrapp'd 
A mantle. 

OLD MAN. 
To th' exposure of your Son 

Was no man privy ? 

CREITSA. 
I had no accomplice 
But Secrecy with evil Fortune leagued. 

OLD MAN. 
And how could you endure to leave the child 
Within that cavern ? 

CREUSA. 

How i these lips did trtter 

Full many piteous words. 

OLD MAN. 
The cruelty 

Which you here show'd was dreadful : but the God 

Than you was still more cruel. 

CREUSA. 

Had you seen 
The-child stretch forth hit suppliant hands to me—- 

OLD MAN. 

Sought he the fostering breast^ or to recline 
In your maternal arms? 

CREUSA. 

Hence torn he sufFet'd 
From me foul wrong. 

OLD MAN. 

But whence could Stich a thotlght 
Enter your soul as to expose your Sou? 

CREUSA. 

Because I hopM Apollo who begot. 
Would save him. 
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OLD MAN. 

Ah, what storms have overwhelm'd 
The fortunes of your house ! 

CREUSA. 

Why, covering up 
Thy head, thus weep'st thou, O thou aged man? 

OLD MAN. 

Because I see you and your Father wretched. 

CREUSA. 

Such is the doom of frail mortality : 
Nought rests in the same state. 

OLD MAN. 

But let us dwell 
No more, O Daughter, on the piteous theme. 

CREUSA. 

" What must I do f the wretched can devise 
No wholesome counsel. 

OLD MAN. 

On the God who wrong'd you 
First wreak your vengeance. 

CREUSA. 

How can I a mortal 
Overcome the potent Deities ? 

OLD MAN. 

Set firfj 
To Phoabus* aweful temple. 

CREUSA. 

Fear restrains me. 
And I endure sufficient woes already. 

OLD MAN. 

Dare then to do what's feasible, to kill 
Your Hqsband. 

OlEUSA. 
I revere the nuptial bed. 
For when I first espous'd the noble Xuthus, 
My Lord was virtuous. 



tON. Ui 

OLD MAN. 

Slay at least this boy 
Who IS produced your interest to oppose. 

CREUSA. 

Ah, by what means? how greatly should I wish 
This done, if it were possible. 

OLD MAN. 

By arming 
With swords your followers. 

CREUSA. 

I will go : but where 
Shall this be executed? 

OLD MAN. 

In the tent 
Where with a banquet he regales his friends* 

CREUSA. 

This were a public outrage, and my band 
Of followers is but weak. 

OLD MAN. 

Alas ! your courage 
Deserts you : forge yourself some better scheme. 

CREUSA. 

I too have schemes both subtle and effective. / 

OLD MAN. 
In both will I assist you. 

CREUSA. 

Hear me then : 
Full well thou know'st the history of that war 
. Wag'd by Earth's brood. 

OLD MAN. 

Against the Gods I know 
The Giants fought on the Phlaegrean plain. 

CREUSA. 

There Earth produced the Gorgon, dreadful monster. 

OLD MAN. 

To aid her sons in battle, and contend 
With the immortal Powers. 
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CREUSA. 

E'en so, and Pallas 
Daughter of Jove, the virgiQ Goddess^ sle^. 
This prodigy. , 

OLD MAN. 

But by what horrid form 
Was it distinguished i 

CREUSA. 

Hissing serpents twin'd 
Around its chest. 

OLD MAN. 

Is this the tale I heard 
In days of yore ? 

CREUSA., 

That Pallas wears its hide 
To guard her bosom. 

OLD MAN. 
Which they call the iEgis, 
The garment of Minerva. 

CREUSA. 
It obtained 
This name, amidst the combat of the Gods 
When she advanced. 

OLD MAN. 

But how can this, O Daughter,. 
Destroy your foes ? 

CREUSA. 

Old man, art thou acquainted 
With Ericthonius, or an uttei* stranger 
To his whole history ? 

OLD MAN. 

Him whom Earth brought forth. 
The founder of your race. 

CREUSA. 

Minerva gave 
To him when newly born — 
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OLD MAN. 

Gave what ? you speajk 
With hesitation. 

CREUSA* 

Of the Gorgon's blood 
Two drops. 

OLD MAN. 

On mortals what effect have these? 

CREUSA. 

The one produces deaths the other heals 
Each malady. 

OLD MAN. 

In what were they contained i 
Did Pallas to the body of the child 
Affix them ? 

CREUSA. 

To his golden bandages : 
He gave them to my Sire. 

OLD MAN. 

But when he died. 
Did they devolve to you ! 

CREUSA. 

To me they came, 
And them e'en now around my wrists I wear, 

OLD MAN. 

But of what wondrous qualities, O say, 
Consists this twofold present of the Goddess? 

CREUSA. 

That blood which issued from the monster's vein. 

OLD MAN. 

What is the use of this ? and with what virtues 
Is it endued ? 

CREUSA. 

Diseases it repels, 
And nourishes man's life. 

OLD MAN. 

But what effect 
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Arises from the second dt'op you speak of? 

CREUSA. 

Inevitable death; for 'tis the venom 
Of serpents which around the Gorgon twine. 

OLD MAN. 

These drops together mingled^ do you brinj;/ 
Or sepai'ate i 

CREUSA. 

Separate. For with evil*, good 
Ought not to be confounded. 

OLD MAN. 

You possess^ 
My dearest Daughter; all that you can need. 

CREUSA. 

By this the boy must die : but to dipatch him 
Shall be your office. 

OLD MAN. 

Where and by what means 
Can I dispatch him ? it is yours to speak. 
But mine to execute. 

CREUSA. 

When at my house 
In Athens he arrives. 

OLD MAN. 
In this you speak 
Unwisely; for you treat with scorn my counsels. 

CREUSA. 

What mean'st thou ? has thou form'd the same suspicions 
Which have just entered my misgiving soul? 

OLD MAN. 

Although this boy you slay not, you will seem 
To have contrived his death. 

CREUSA. 

^Tis well observed : 
For every tongue asserts that stepdames envy 
Their Husband's children. 
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OLD MAN. 

Kill him therefore here^ 
You then will be enabled to deny 
That by your means he perish'd. 

CREUSA. 

Ere it comes^ 
I that blest hour anticipate. 

OLD MAN. 

Your Husband 
Will you deceive e'en in that very point 
In which he strives t' overreach yoU. 

CREUSA, 

' Know'st thou then 

« 

How to proceed ? This antient golden va^ 
Wrought by Minerva^ at my hand receiving. 
Go where my Lord in secret oflFers up 
His victims ; when the banquet is concluded, ^ 
And they prepare to pour forth to the Grods 
The rich libation, by thy robe conceal'd 
Infuse into the. goblet of the youth 
Its venomous contents ; for him alone, 
Who in my house hereafter hopes to reign> 
A separate draught, but not design'd for all. 
Should he once swallow this, he ne*er will reach 
The fam'd Athenian gates, but here remain 
A breathless corse^ 

OLD MANi 

This mansion, for th« purpo^ 
Of public hospitality design'd. 
Now enter : I meanwhile will execute 
The business I'm employed in, Aged feet, 
Grow young again by action, tho' past time 
Can ne'er be measur'd back : attend, my Queen, 
Bear me to him I hate, aid me to slay 
And drag him forth from the polluted temple ! 
For in their prosperous fortunes men are bound 

VOL. III. L 
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To be religious : but no law obstructs 

His progress^ who resolves to smite his foes. 

\_Exeunt crsu«a mid old MArK# 

CHORUS. 

O IX £. 
1.1. 

(17) O Trivia, Ceres' Daughter, who presid'st 

0*er the nocturual passenger. 
And him by day who travels : if thou guid'st 

Th' envenom'd cup, it shall not err 

Before it reach the destined lip 
Of him to whom my venerable Queen 

Sends the Gorgon's blood to sip, ^ 
Who treacherously intruding would debase 

. Her Ancestors'^ imperial race. 
No alien's brood in Athens shall be seexi ; 
The city where Erectheus fil?d the throoe 
Shall still be rul'd by his posterity alpne. 

I. 2. 

But if in vain to slay the foe she tries. 
Should fortune too desert my Queen, 

And hope which now promotes the bold emprise; 
The biting falchion's edge I ween, 

(17) '^ The Deity, here iaTdced by the Chorns nnder the appellatioB 
'< of Emiuty is Proserpine or Hecate : 4he same epithet again occurs is 
^' the Helena of our Poet, and is also used by Sophocles, in his Anti- 
'< gone : it implies the Patroness of pubtic i^ays, and is synonimoiis with 
'^ the Roman Trivia : thus, according to this idea, Virgil addresses thft 
" infernal Hecate : 

^' Noctumisque Hecate trivib vdulata per arbes. 

^' Hear, thou dire Hecate ! &om hell p^ofoiMnd, 

*^ Whose ntel^ nocturnal thro' the streets resound." Pitt. 

* As she presided over poison, which the Tutor was now prep^ring for 
" Ion, Barnes remarks the propriety of this address of the feaal*^ 
<< Chorus.'' Mr. Joshsl^ 
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Or> twined around her neck> the noose. 
Will finish these accumulated woes. 

Then the flitting spirit, loose 
From earthly gyves^ in other forms ^hall live. 

For she will never tamely give 
Consent, that he, to foreign realms who owes 
His birth, shall seize the palace of her Sires : 
Hence from her vivid eyes thick flash indignant fires. 

IL 1. 
• Shame for (18) that injured God I feel 
To whom the Muse awakes her varied strain, 

Intruding with officious zeal. 

Around Callichore's fam'd spring, 
On the moon's twentieth eve, should he profane 
The kindled torches, and his tribute bring, 
A sleepless votary, mingling with his train. 

When in the dance the starry sky 
Of Jove, with the resplendent moon, unites. 

And fifty maids, the progeny 
Of Nereus, sport midst ocean's rapid tide. 

Or where exhaustless rivers glide. 
To Proserpine and Ceres* mystic rites 
Yielding due homage: from the Delphic fane. 

Yet there this vagrant hopes to reign. 
And satiate his rapacious soul's desire 

With wealth, which others' toils acquire. 

IL 2. 
Ye Bards who crowd each hostile page 
With tales of wives beguil'd by lawless love, 

{18) Brodaeos, Barnes, Carmelli, Dr. Mosgnve, and Mr. Jodrdl, 
WBiiimoittly concnr in thinking that Bacchus is here meant, and support 
tlieir opinions by observii^ that Homer gives him the same epithet, 
JiAuufAtosy and that he was worshipped joinUy with Ceres in the Eleosi-^ 
nian nysteries, particolariy in the festivals,, called a few lines lower muAg^ 
held on the twadidk of each moon, and celebrated widi extraoidiaaTy 
pomp on the twentieth of August Heath abruptly contradicts the rest 
of the commentators, saying, that the poet here means Apollo, and not 
Baccfans^ b«t Miignii no satii&ctoiy reason for such cotgeetnre. 
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And war with feeble woman wage, 

View with impartial eye our deeds^ 
And listen for a moment while I prove 
How greatly female chastity exceeds 
Man> whom unbridled passions prompt to rove«^ 

Oft have rude songs profa^'d our name. 
Now let the Muse man's haughty sex assail, 

And publish deeds replete with shame, 
tor he who from Jove's sons derives his birth, 

Is void of gratitude and worth. 
Nought eould the throne his Consort gave, avail 
To make the nuptial bed his scene of joy : 

He hath obtained this spurious boy. 
By the seducing wiles of Venus led 

To some ignoble damsel's bed. 

SERVANT, CHORUS. 

SERVANT. 

Where, O ye noble matrons, shall I find 
'My Queen, Erectheus' Daughter ? for in quest 
Of her thro* the whole city have I rang'd. 
But cannot meet with her. 

CHORUS. V 

O thou who tedd'st 
On the same lords with me, what fresh event 
Hath happened ? wherefore mov'stthou with such speedf 
And what important tidings dost thou bring ? 

SERVANT. 

We are pursued : the rulers of this land 
Search after her, resolv'd that she shall die, 
Tlirown headlong from the rock. 

CHORUS. 
Ah me ! what say'st tbou ? 
Could we not then conceal our scheme of slaying 
The bov f 

SERVANT. ' 

We are detected, and her danger 
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Is now most immiDeDt. 

CHORUS. 

But by what means 
tVere these our hidden stratagems brought forth 
To public view ? 

SERVANT. 
The God halh fornijd injustice 
Too weak to cope with justice, nof alloyrs 
His shrine to be polluted. 

CHORUS. 

I entreat thee 
Say how this happened : for when we have heard 
Whether our doom be death, we shall die gladly. 
Or if we live, with pleasure view the sun. 

SERVANT, 

When from the God's oracular abode 
With his new son Creusa's husband went 
To hold a feast, and for th* immortal Powers 
Prepared oblations; Xuthus sought the hill 
WhenceBacchu9*iIamesburstforth,thathemight$prinklq 
Parnassus' cloven summit with the blood 
Of slaughtered victims : celebrating thus 
The blest discovery of his long-lost son, 
Whom thus the Sire accosted ; " Here remain, 
'^ And bid the builders labour to erect 
** Sucli tent as shall inclose an ample space 
" On every side : but when I to those Gods 
'* Who bless the natal hour have sacrificed, 
If I stay long, before thy friends who here 
Are present, place the genial feast.'* Then taking 
The heifers, he departed. But the Youth 
Attentive to his pious task, on columns 
Erected the light roof, to which no walls 
Lent their support ; he guarded it with care, 
Both from the flaming sun's meridian rays. 
And from the western aspect ; then the sidesf 
Aj[> acre each in length did be extend^ 
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With equal angles ; in the central space 

Was there an area, each of the four sides 

Its length extended to six hundred feet, 

A perfect square, which skilful artists say 

Was calculated well to entertain 

All Delphi at the feast: the sacred tapestry 

Then taking from the treasures of the God, 

He cover'd o'er the whole, a wondrous sight 

To all beholders : first he o'er the roof 

Threw robes, which Hercules, the son of Jove, 

To Phcebus at his temple brought, the spoils 

Of vanquished Amazons, a votive gift. 

On which these pictures by the loom were wrought; 

Heaven in its vast circumference all the stars 

Assembling ; tliere his coursers too the Sun 

l0[ipetuous droye, till ceas'd his waning fiame. 

And with him drew in his resplendent train. 

Vesper's clear light ; but clad in sable garb 

Night hasten'd onward with her chariot drawn 

By steeds unyok'd ; the stars accompanied 

Their Goddess ; thro' mid air the Pleiades, 

And with his falchion arqa'd Orion mov -d ; 

But plac'd on high, around the northern pole 

The Bear in an averted posture turn'd ; 

Then full-orb 'd Cynthia, who the months divide^ 

Darted her splendor from the realms above \ 

Next came the Hyades, a sign well known 

To sailors, and Aurora's dawning light 

The stars dispelling. But the sides he cover'd 

With yet more tapestry, the Barbaric fleet 

(19) To that of Greece oppos'd, was there display'd ; 

(19) Barneses iogenious conjectnre, that the victory of the Atfaemans 
«yer tiie fleet of Xerxes, in the sea-fi^t at Salamis, which happened 01^ 
the day when Euripides was bom, is here alluded to, has been adopted 
by Mr. Heath and Dr. Musgrave, but is objected to by Mr. Jodrell, 
who Hunks the anachronism too great to have been tolerateil by an Athe- 
Ufav audience, and is for either referring it to tiie Argpnautic e&- 
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Follow'd a monstroas broody half horse, half man. 

The Thracian monarch's furioas steeds sabdo*d^ 

And lion of Nemaea ; at the gate 

Close to his Daughters Cecrops roU'd Amg 

On scaly folds ; this was a votive gift 

From some Athenian citizen nnknown. 

He in the center of the festive board 

Plac'd golden cops. An aged Herald went 

On tiptoe, and each citizen of Delphi 

InTited to attend the sumptaoos feast* 

They, crown'd with garlands, when the tent was fiffd, 

Indolg'd. their genius : after the delight 

Of the repast was o'er, an aged man 

Into the midst advancing, took his stand. 

And from the guests by his officious zeal 

^fcdfUoOf or coDsi Icring it at a mere poetical imge, mco w ngct cd witih 
any Instorical event. Tbe aDafCfaromsms of Enjpidesy particnlarlj' m 
the Tn^t&y before as, are to fTeqoent, that way attempt to reduce tbe 
figmes oo tbe tt^estrj to tbe gnaHert des;ree of niufoimi ty most inmie- 
diatelj fiUl to tbe ^toomI: Hercnleiy irfio if said to have p nucated it, 
lived (at I have already mendoBed) near two hondied yean after Iob» 
By tbe veiy next linea are amvetsaDy ondentood the Centaan^ Dio- 
piedeiT nvac>e hones, the bnzeii4boted Stag and Xemcan lion, aabdaed 
or caaight by him ; then follows a piece of real anUqai ty , the 
fonnatioB of Cecrops the first kiof of Athen^ the present of 
known Qtiien. On the modem stage we daify see that the BMntiaa of 
any recent and giorioiis event, however unseasonably tntrodnccd, hardly 
ever fuk to extort the loudest peak of applause. Alfanioas to drenaii- 
stancei itde known, and wfaidi neither accoid with iidgii limfilhi^nflr 
the Poetls own kngnaee in other parts of his writings, inch at the Aifn- 
lants having eqaipped a/erf instead of a sagfesfcy, reqaiie to be marked 
oat with annch greater degree of nmnteneas than is here done , and the 
vagne psctnre of a JM^k^, withoot any prease meaning, wonld dhigne6 
the rest of iu nccompaniraentB in the Delphic tent. The very circnm- 
stmce olyected to by Mr. JodieD, that some of the spectalon of tkii 
frfay at Athens had probably fought at Sabmis, appears to me to give 
adifitianal strength to BamesTs coojectare, by shewing thm it nqght have 
been dacsMd jndriicale for the Author to have added any thing BMne 
than-n hare aMnbon of the fleets of Greeks and B mbaiians being ap- 
paofid to each other, when his acton were iilflrfsringan aadwicf, who 
caoM with caKietneeal that pnwdbcfotr their eyes ii thrt dedriv* 
battle. 
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Provok*d abundant laughter (20) : from huge urns 

He pour'd the water forth to lave their hands. 

And scattered all around frota blazing myrrh 

A rich perfume, over, the golden cups 

Presiding, and assuming to himself 

That office. But at length, ^hen the shrill pipe 

Utter'd its notes harmonious, and the wine 

Ag^in went round, the jovial veteran cried ; 

^^ These smaller cups remove, and in their stead 

^^ Large goblets bring, that all may cheer their soub 

*f More expeditiously ;'* then toil*d the servants 

Beneath the silver vessels which they bore. 

And golden beakers by the sculptor wrought 5 

But he selecting one of choicest moid. 

As if he only meant to shew respect 

To his young Lord, presented it fill'd high 

Up to the brim, infusing midst the wine 

A deadly poison, which 'tis said his Queen 

Gave him, that the new o0spring of her Lord 

Might perish, but without its being known 

To any man what caused the stripling's death. 

While he, whom Xuthus has declar'd his son^i 

Surrounded by his comrades, in his hands 

Held the libation, some reproachful vfrord 

Was utter'd by a servant, which the Youth, 

Who had received his nurture in the fane 

And midst experienced prophets, thought an omen 

Most unpropitious, and another goblet 

Commanded to be fill'd : but, on the ground, 

As a libation to the Delphic God 

Pour'd forth the first, and bade his comrades follow 

Th* example which he gave. A general silence 

(2P) V Bepause sach office belonged to boys, and not^ien advanced 
'^ in yeai?. Athenasus in the tenth book of his Deipnosophists observes, 
** that atnong the antients it was customary for boys of the noblest fami- 
** tics to pour out the wine j and Cicero, in his oration against Piso, says, 
^* filthy slaves wait, even some old men." Brodjeus. 
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Succeeded : we the holy goblets fiU'd 
With water and with Biblian wine : while thus 
We were emploj^'d, there flew into the tent 
A flock of doves, (for they beneath the roof 
Of Phoebus dwell secure :) but of the wine 
When they had tasted^ after they had dipped 
Their beaks which thirsted for the luscious draught. 
And the rich beverage down their feather*d throats 
Quafl^d eagerly, innoxious did it prove 
To all beside, but she, who on the spot 
Had settled where the new-discover'd stripling 
Pour'd his libation down, no sooner tasted 
The liquor, than she shook her wings, cried out 
With a shrill plaintive voice, and groaning, uttered 
Notes unintelligible. Eveiy guest 
The struggles of the dove amazed ; she died 
Torn with convulsions, and her purple feet 
Now loos'd their hold. But at the social board. 
He whom the oracle declared the son 
Of Xuthus, rent his garments, bar'd his breast. 
And cried, *' what miscreant strove to slay me ? speak^ 
*^ Old man, for this officious zeal was thine, 
" And from thy hand the goblet I received." 
Then with impetuous grasp his aged arm 
He caught, and questioned him, that in the fact 
Of bearing venom'd drugs he might detect him ; 
Hence was the truth laid open : thro' cpnstraint^ 
At len<:th did he reluctantly declare 
Creusa's guilt, and how her art contrived 
The scheme of ministring th' envenom'd draught. 
Forth from the banquet with his comrades rush'd 
The youth, m horn Phoebus' oracles pronounced 
To be the son of Xuthus; standing up 
Among the Pythian nobles, thus he spoke ; 
O sacred land, the Daughter of Erectheus, 
A foreign dame, would take away my life 
** By poison." Delphi's rulers have decreed 
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My Queen shall be thrown headlong from the rock^ 
Nor hath one single voice, but the consent 
Of all, adjudg'd her death, because she strove 
E'en in the temple to have slain the Priest. 
Pursu'd by the whole city, hither bend 
Her inauspicious steps. She thro' a wish 
For children to Apollo came : but now 
She perishes with all her hopM-for race. 

lExit SERVANT, 
CHORUS, 

No means are left for wretched me 

The ruthless hand of death to 'scape ; 
For all too plainly see, 
Mixt with the purple juices of the grape, 

The baleful drops of viper's blood : 
*Tis manifest what victims were design'd 

To cross the dreary Stygian flood. 

My life is doom'd to close in woe. 
At me huge rocky fragments will they throw. 
How, O my royal Mistress, shall I find 

Pinions to speed my rapid flight? 
How shall I penetrate earth's inmost womb, 
And in the realms of night 

Avoid this miserable doom ; 
Avoid the stones which vengeance hurls around. 

When at our heads she aims the wound ? 

Shall I the fleetest steed ascend. 
Or the tall prow which cleaves the billowy main? 

No art can hide so foul a stain. 
Unless some God his sheltering aid extend. 

How sorely, O my wretched Queen, 

Will thy tortur'd spirit grieve ! 

And shall not we, who have been seen 

Striving to work another's bane. 

The woes we would inflict, receive, 
As justice doth oidain ? 
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CREUSA, CHORUS. 



Mj £uthfid feDcywers, they poisiie mj ffighr^ 
BesolvM to sbj me ; bj the public TOte 
Of all the Pjthian citizens condemnedj 
) shall be yielded up. 

CHORUS. 
We are no stransrers 
To thy calamities ; may^st thou escape^ 
FaTOdi^d by fortune ! 

CRETSA. 

Whither shall I fly? 
These feet were hardly swift enough t' outstrip 
Impending death : but from my fOes escaped. 
By stealth I come. 

CHORUS. 

What shelter canst thou need 
More than these altars furnish ? 

C5EUSA. 

How can they 
Avail me? 

CHORUS, 

Tis unlawful to destroy 
The suppliant. 

CREUSA. 

But the law hath sentenced n^e 
To perish. 

CHORUS. 
Hadst thou by their hands been caught. 

CREUSA. 

But the relentless ministers of vengeance, 
Arpi'd with drawn swords^ haste hither. 

CHORUS. 

Take thy seat 
Close to the ^Itar^ for if there thou die^ 
Thy blood will on tby ipurderers fix a staia 
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That ne'er can be efFac'd. But we with patience 
Are bound to suffer what the fates inflict. 

ION, CREUSA, CHORUS. 

ION. 

Cephisus, O thou aweful (21) Sire, who bear'st 
The semblance of a Bull, what viper's this 
Thou hast begotten, or what dragbn darting 
Flames most consuming from her murderous eyes! 
She with unbounded boldness is endued, 
And pestilent as those envenora'd drops 
Of Gorgon's blood with which she sought to kill me. 
Seize her ; Parnassus' rocks shall tear away 
The graceful ringlets of her streaming h^ir^ 
When headlong from its summit she is thrown. 
Me hath propitious fortune here detain'd^ 
Else to th' Athenian city had I gone. 
And fallen into a cruel step-dame*s snares. 
But while I yet among my friends remaiq. 
Thy heart have I explored, bow great a pest, 
And foe thou art to me, for at thy doors 
Hadst thou receiv'd me, ihou to Pluto's realm 
Would'st instantly have hurl'd pie down* (22) Behold 
The sorceress, what a complicated scene 
Of treachery hath she fram'd, yet trembles not 
The altar 6 F Apollo to approach. 
As if Heaven's vengeance could not reach her crimes. 

(21) '^ Cephisiis was father of Diogenaea, who married Phrasimiis, to 
'* whom she bore Praxithea the wife of Erectbeus,and mother of Creusa. 
^ Tlie Cephtsus here spoken of was an Athenian river ; the reader will 
*^ find others of the same name in any of the antient geographers.** 
Barnes proceeds to assign several reasons for Rivers being frequently 
said by the poets to resemble Bulls, from the bellowing sound of their 
currents, their fnrrowing up the ground, or from the cattle haunting 
their banks, being attracted thither by the richness of the pasture. 

(22) I have in my translation placed the three last verses of this speech, 
as recommended by Dr. Musgrave in his note, before those four, which 
in all the editions immediately precede them, as the context appears to 
be thereby greatly improved. 
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But neither shall this altar nor the temple 
Of Phoebus save thy life: for the compassion 
Thou would'st excite, is rather due to me 
And to my Mother ; for although, in person. 
She be not here, yet is that much-lov'd name 
Ne'er absent from my thoughts, 

CREUSA. 

To spare my life 
In my own name I warn you, and in that 
Of the vindictive God before whose altar 
We stand. 

ION. 
But what hast thou to do with Phoebus? 

CREUSA. 

Myself I to the Delphic God devote. 

ION. 

Tho* thou his priest by poison wouldst have slain. 

CREUSA. 

Phoebus in you had at that time no right, 
Because you were your Father's. 

ION. 

I was once 
ApoIlo% and still call myself his son. 

CREUSA. 

To him indeed you formerly belonged. 
But now am I his votarv, and no claim 
Have you to such a title. 

ION. 

Thy behaviour 
Is impious, mine was pious erst. 

CREUSA. 

I sought^ 
To take away the life of you, a foe 
To me, and to my house. 

ION. 

Did I. with grills 
Invade thy country ? 
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C^REUSA. 

Yes, and you have fir'd 
The mansions of Erettheas. 

ION. 

With what brands. 

What flames ? 

CREUSA. 
You in my palace would have dvrelf^ 

Seizing it *gainst my will. 

ION. 

My Sire bestowing 
On me the realm his valour had obtain'd. 

CREUSA. 

But by what claim rule bolus's race 
Over Minerva's city ? / • 

ION. 

With his sword 
He rescued it, and not with empty words. 

CREUSA. 

He was but an ally, nor was that land 
His proper residence. 

ION. 
Thro' the mere dread 
Of what might happen,would'st thou then have slain me i 

CREUSA. 

Lest I should perish if your life were spar'd. 

ION. 
With envy art thou stung, because my Sire 
Discovered me, while thou remain'st yet childless. 

CREUSA. 

Would you invade the childless matron's housed 

ION. 

But have not I some title to a share 
Of my Sire's wealth ? 

CREUSA. 

A shield and spear are all 
Your Father had, and all that you can claim. 
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ION. 

Leave Phoebus' altar and this hallow'd seat. 

CREUSA. 

Where'er she dwell, to your own Mother give 
Such admonitions. 

ION. 

Shalt thou 'scape unpunished 
For thy attempt to slay me ? 

CREUSA. 

If you mean 
To take away my life, let it be here 
Within this temple. 

K)N. 
What delight to thee 
Can it afford, amid the votive wreaths 
Of Phoebus to expire ? 

CREUSA. 
I shall afflict 
One by whom I have greatly been afflicted. 

ION. ^' 

Oh ! 'tis most wondrous, how, for man t* observe. 
The Deity, such laws as are not good 
Or prudent, hath enacted. For th' unjust 
(23) Before their altars ought to find no seat. 
But thence to be expell'd j for 'tis not fit 
The statues of the Gods by impious hands 
Should be profan'd ; but every virtuous man 
Who is oppress'd ought to find shelter there. 
Yet is it most unseemly, for the just 
And the unjust, when here they meet together, 
T' experience the game treatment from the Gods. 

(23) '' I know not whether this passage on tfie privilege of Asyhuns ii 
^' any where more copiously treated, {than by the illostrious Sir Thow 
^ More, in his English history of King Edward the Fifth." Barnes. 
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PYTHIAN PRIESTESS, ION, CREUSA. 

CHORUS. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

Refrain thy rage, my Son ; for I the Priestess 
Of Phoebus, who the tripod's antient rites 
Maintain, selected from the Delphic maids, 
Leave his oracular abode and pass 
This consecrated threshold. 

ION. 
Hail, dear Mother. 
Altho' you bore me not. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

Yet call me such, 
That name is not ungrateful. 

ION. 

Have you heard 
The stratagems she form'd to murder me? 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

I heard them ; and thou also hast transgressed 
Through cruelty. 

ION. 

How ! can it be unjust, 
Those who would slay me, to reward with death ? 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

Wives with inveterate hatred ever view 
Their Husbands' Sons sprung from another bed. 

ION. 
And we who have by them been greatly wrong'd. 
Abhor those Step-dames. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

Banish from thy soul 
This rancour, now the temple thou art leaving. 
And on thy journey to thy native land. 

ION. 

How then would you advise me to proceed ? 
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PYTHIAN PRIESlKSS* 

Go unpolluted to th' Atfaeniao realm 
With p;:osperous omens. 

lONi 

Sure the man who slays 
His foes is utipolluted. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

Act not thus : 
But with attentive ear receive my counsels. 

ION. 
O speak : for your benevolence to me 
Will dictate all you utter. 

PYTHUN PRIESTESS. i ' 

Dost thou see 
The chest beneath my arm i 

ION. > 

An antient chesty 
With garlands deck'd, I see. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

Inthis^ thee erst 
A new-born infant^ I receivM. 

ION. 

What mean you I 
A fresh discovery opens. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. T 

I have kept 

These tokens secret ; but display them now. 

ION. 
How could you hide them such a length of time 
As since you took me up i 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

The God required 
Thy service, in bis temple. 

ION. 

Doth he now 
No longer need it i who this doubt will solve I 

VOL. III. M 
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By pointing ottt Ihy firttf he ft&ax tbe^ reahns 
Dismisses thee. 

But 1$ it by Command^ 
Or from what motive^ that this cbest yo« ktep t 

Apollo's self inspired me with the thought—* 

ION. 
Of doing what ? O speak, conclude your tale. 

PYTHIAN WOiSf fiSS. 
With care preserving to the fHi^s^&t time^ 
What I had found. 

But how CM» this #6^ fite 
Cause either gain or dama^ ? 

WmftlAN PRIESTESS. 

That round thee that tbese iUlefi Wene entwin'd .^ 

ION. 

What you produce may add iWe in ^^attiempt 
To find my Mother. 

'?¥rtftAN PRIESTESS. 

With the G^^ tcm&ia, 
Which he did erst trkhbdld. 

ION. 
Blest visions to delight th^l^ wondering eyes ! 

Observe these hints, and cfitigeMly i^ttrcfh 
For her who bore ftuie^ irtvotlJiig att Asia, 
And Europe's'faitbe^t )tlilhdy Jhou shalt know 
The truth of what I speak ; th^c, O ^Sm, 
i nurtured, thro' arevereoW for the God, 
And here surre^dw f6 thy ifands the pledges 
Which ^t«v«i&hiiJ trill i ^h^ttld tec^m aMd1t0dp^ 
Tho' not commanded : bift I cannot tell 
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What motive sway'd him. For, that I pofisess'd 
These tokens, was by no man known^ or where 
They were oonceard. Fai-ewdl, my love for thee 
Is equal to a Mother's. With these questions 
Thou shonld'st comti]etic!ie thy search for her who bo*« 

thee ; 
First, whether she was any nymph of Delphi^ 
Who thee, the burdeiV of her womb, exposM 
Here in this fane ; but be thy tiext enquiry. 
If any Grecian dame. For thou deriv'sl 
All the advantages «hdu haist, from toje. 
And from Apollo, who in this event 
Hath been concerned. 

ION* 

Alas ! what plenteous tears 
Steal from these eyes, while shuddering I revolve 
How she who bore m^, having erst indulged 
A secret pa9sidn> did by st^Hlth expose, 
Nor at her breast sustain me : but unknown 
I in the temple of Apollo led 
A servile life. The God indeed was kfaid, 
But Fortune harsh : for at the very time 
When in mater n?tl Arms I should have sported, 
And tasted somewhat of the joys of life, 
I of my dearest Mother's fostering care 
Was cruelly deprived* She from whose womb 
I sprung, is wretched too, she hath endurM 
The iself-sAme pangs with me, and lost the bliss 
She might have hop'd for from the son she bore. 
But now this iantieht coffer will I take 
And carry for a present to the God ; 
O may I he*nce discover nought to blast 
My wishes! For if haply she who bore me 
Should prove some slave> it were a greater evil 
To find my Mother than to let her rest 
Jn silence. — I this votive gift, O Phoebus 
liodge in thy f^ne; But i^hat presumptuous deed ! 
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Oppose I the benignant God who sav'd 
Tli'se tokens to assist me in discovering 
My Mother ? I am bound to ope the lid. 
And act with courage: for what fate ordaioi 
I ne'er can supersede. Why were ye hidden .' 
From me, O sacred wreaths and bandages 
In which I was preserved? This orbed chest 
Behold, how by some counsel of the God 
It hath been freed from the effects of age j 
Still is its wicker substance undecay'd, 
Although the time which interven'd was long 
For such a store to last. . 

CREUSA. 

Ah me ! what vision 
Most unexpected do I see ? 

CHOBUS. 

Thou oft 
Didst heretofore know when thou should'st be silent. 

CREUSA. ; 

My situation now no n(iore admits . 
Of silence : cea^e these counsels ; for I view 
The chest in which I, O my Son, expos'd you. 
While yet a tender infant, in the cave 
Of Cecrops midst th' encircling rocks of Macra. 
I therefore from this altar will depart, 
Tho' death should be the consequence. 

ION. 

. ., < O seize her: 

For she, with frenzy smitten by the God, 
Leaps from the hallowM altar : bind her arms. 

CREUSA. 

The execution of your bloody purpose . 
Suspend not : for this chest, and you, and alt 
The hidden relics it contains of yours. 
My son, will I hold fast. 

ION. 

Ai^ ,oot these arts : 
Most dreadful ? with what specious words e'en now 
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She claims me for a pledge ! 

CREUSA. 

Not thus : but you ' 
Whom they bold dear, are by your friends discovered. 

ION. 
Am I a friend of thine, and vet in secret 
Would'st thou have murder'd me ? 

CREUSA. 

Yea, and my Son; 
A name to both thy Parents ever dear. 

ION. 
Cease to contrive these fraudful stratagems : 
For I will clearly prove that thou art guilty. 

CREUSA. 

Ah, would to Heaven that I could reach the mark 
At which I aim my shaft ! 

ION. 

Is that chest empty. 
Or fiird with hidden stores? 

CREUSA. 

Here are the garments 
In which I erst expos'd you. 

ION. 

Canst thou tell 
What name they bear before thine eyes behold them ? 

CREUSA. 
If I aright describe them not ; to die 
Will I be nothing loth. 

ION. 

Speak ; for thy boldness 
Is somewhat wonderful. 

CREUSA. 

Observe the robe 
Which erst I wove, when yet a maid. 

ION. 

What sort 
Of garment is it? for the virgins' loom 
Produces various woofs. 
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CREUSA. ;' 

Nol yet complete ; 
The sketch beap^^fcs ft learner. 

ION,' 

In what form, 

That here tbou may -et not lake me nn^wares i 

eREUSA. 

The Gorgon fills the center of that vest. 

ION. 

O Jove^ what fate pursues me i 

CBiEUSA. 

And the margii^ 
With serpents is QQ^ompass'4 like the i^gis. 

ION. 
l4Qt tlit^ 13 the 33096 garment. We have m^dc 
Such a complete discovery as resembles 
The oracles of Heaven. 

GREUSA. 

O wyof which erst 
My virgin shuttle wrought. 

ION, 

Capst tbou .pro4uce 
Aught else> or in this evidence alone 
Art thou successful? 

(t4) CREUS4. 

In a style antique 
Dragons with golden cbeefes, Min^rv^'sgift, 
Who bids us rear our children 'moug siich forpil. 
In imitation of our ancestor 
Great Pi*icthon^us^ 

ION. 

What is their efiect. 
Or what can be theii' use i To me explain 

(24) Heath, Pierson, and Dp» Mnsgrave^ all concur in ascribing tiie 
three line^^ here translated as one continued sentence^ to Creusa : for 
whence, as the former of these critics ob^erves^ could Ion possibly 
know^ that these golden dragooa w^e the gift of Minerva ? 
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These golden ornaments. 

CREVflA. 

*■ Them, O my Sob, 
Around his neck the Biew-*bora child should wear* 

ION. 

Here are the Dragons : but I wish to know 
What's the third sign, 

CREUSAf 

Then round your brow I plac'd 
A garland of that olive which first grew 
On Pallas' rock ; this^ if it still be here. 
Hath not yet lost the Terdure of its leaves^ 
But flourishes unwither'd like the tre^ 
From which 'twas taken. '* 

ION. 

O my dearest Mother, 
With what delight do I bdiold thy fece I 
And on those cheeks with what delight imprint 
The kiss of filial rapture ! 

CREUSA. 

O my Son, 
Who in a mother's partial eyes outshine 
The splendor of Hyperion, (for the Ood 
Will pardon xne) I clasp you in these arms 
Found unexpectedly, you whom I thought 
To have been plunged beneath the silent grave^ 
And dwelt with Proserpine. 

JON 

But wliiie thou fiing'st, 
O my dear Mother, thy food arms aroimd me^ 
To thee I seem like one who hath been dead| 
And is nestor'd to life« 

CREUSA. 

Thou wide expanse 
Of radiant ether, in what grateful tone 
Shall I express myself? By clamorous shouts? 
Whence hath sudi unexpected pleasure re^h'4 ine| 
To whom am I indtbted for this joy i 
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ION. ^ 

Sooner could I have look'd for aught, O Mother, 
Happening to me, than the^ discovery made 
In tills auspicious hour^ • that 1 am thiue. > : ' 

CREUSA. 

With fear I tremble yet lest thou should'st lose^^-*^ 

ION. ' 

The Son who meets thy fond embrace? 

CREUSA. ' 

Sui:h hopes 
I from ray soul had banisb'd.* Whence, O Womati, 
Didsr thou wlih fostering arms receive my child? 
By whom to Phtjtbus' temple was he borne ? 

ION. 
Twas the God's doing. ..But may prosperous fortune 
Be'' ours thro* the remainder of our live^ 
Which have beenwi^etched hitherto. 

« 

CREUSA. 

My Sod, 
Not without tears were you brought forth ; your Mothe^. 
Midst bitter lamentations from'her arms 
Cast you to earth : but now, while to your. cheeks 
I press my lips, again I breathe, I Udte 
The most ecstatic pleasures* 

ION, 

What thou say'st,' 
May to us both with justice be applied. 

CREUSA. 

No longer am I left without an heir, 
No longer childless ; my paternal house 
Acquires new strength, and the Athenian realm 
JIath yet its native monarch s. E'en Erectheus 
Grows young again, nor shali our earth-born race 
Be covered with the shades of night, but view 
The suu's resplendent beamis. . 

ION. 

> But, O my Mother, 
JSince my Sire tod is)present^: Iet.biib:islhbrf 
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The transports I to thee have given. 

CR£USA« 

What words 
Are these which you have ntter'd, O my Son ? 

ION. 

Who proves to be the author bf my birth. 

CREUSA. 

Why speak of this ? For from another Sire 
You springs and not from Xuthus. 

ION. 

Mey alasl 
In thy nnwedded state^ a spurious child, 
Thou then didst bear. * 

CREUSA. 
Nor yet had Hymen wav'd 
For me his torch, or led diie choral dance. 
When, O my dearest Son, for you I felt 
A Mother's throes. 

ION. 

From what ignoble rac« 
Am I descended i 

CREUSA. 

Witness she who slew 
The Gorgon. 

ION. 

Ha ! what mean'st thou by. these words ? 

CREUSA. 

Who on my rocks, whence with spontaneous shoot 
The fragrant olive springs, my native bills, 
Fixes her seat, 

ION. 

To me thou speak'st so darkly. 
That what thou mean'st I cannot comprehend. , 

CREUSA, 

Beneath* the rock where her harmonious lays 
The nightingale attanes, I by Apollo—* 

ION. 

Wh^ dost, thou.name ApoUo f - -•■ ^ 




m IQN. 

Was embraced 
In secrecy 1^ 

JON. 

3peak on : for fair renown. 

And pro«perou« fprtu^i^, will to wi ^ci:u0 
From the event which thpu rekt'st. 

While in its orbit the tent^ moon revolv'd, 
.1 bore a son, wbom J conceard. 

Moi^ grateful 
Are these strange tidings, if thou utter tiiitb. 

CREU8A. 

The fillets wbicb I erst» while yet a maid. 
Wove with my shuttle I around you twin'd : 
^ut you ne'er clung to this mater nal.breaat. 
Nor did these hands for you the laver hold. 
But in a desert cavern, were. you thrown 
To perish, torn by the remorseless beakt 
Of hungry vultures. 

What a horrid deed 
Was this, in thee, O Mother ! 

CB£tJ8A. ^> 

. By my fears 
Hel4 fti^t in bondage, O my Son, your life 
I would have cast away, "would then, thu' lolh^ 
Have murder*d you. 

ION. 

Thoa too didst scaroe escape 
From being slain by my unholy rage. 

CREUSA. 

Such were, my wretched fortunes then, and mch 
The apprehensions which I felt. Now here. 
Now there, we by calamity are whirl'd. 
Then sport anew in prospenivs fbrtiliH^^ g(^. 



ION. m 

Which often veerr buj may they fix at last! 
May what I have eiidur'd suffice! But now^ , 
My Son, doth a propitious bree^ succeed 
The tempest of our woes. 

CHORUS. 

Let np man think 
Aught wonderful that happens^ when cotmpar'd 
With these events. 

ION, 

O Fortune, who hast wrought 
A change in countless multiiudes^ whom first 
Thou hast made wretched, and then West anew; 
What an important crisis of my life 
Is this which I have reach'd, and been expos'd 
To dangers imminent, of sl^yini; her 
Who bore me^ and enduring such a death 
As I deserv'd not ! While we view the sun 
Perform his bright career, fresh tnilhs like these 
Each day lie open for the world to learn. 
My Mother, (blest discovery!) thee I find. 
Nor have I any reason to copi plain .- 

Of being sprung from an ignoble Sire^ 
But I would tell the rest to thee alone : 
Come hither; let me whisper in thine ear. 
And over these transactions cast a veil 
Of darkness. Recollect, if at the time 
When thou thy virgin purity didst forfeit. 
Thou wert not by some secret paramour 
Betray 'd, and afterwards induc'd to charge 
The God with having ruin'd thee ; my scorn 
Endeavouring to avoid, by the assertion 
That Phoebus is my Father, tho* by hixa 
Thou wert not pregnant. 

CREUSA. 

No, by her who fought^ 
Borne in a car sublime, for thundering Jove 
Against the Giant's earth*born race, Minerva 
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Victorious Goddess, by no mortal Sire 
Were you, my Son, begotten, but by him 
Who nurtured you, Apollo mighty king, 

ION. 

What motive then had he for yielding up 
His offspring to another Sire, pretending 
That I am Xuthus' Son i 

CREUSA. 

The God asserts not 
That Xuthus was the author of your birtb. 
But you, his offspring, doth on him bestow. 
For to a friend a friend may give his son 
T' inherit his possessions, 

ION. 

O my Mother, 
An anxious doubt, whether the God speak truth,. 
Or utter a fallacious oracle, 
Is cause sufficient to disturb my soul. 

CREUSA. 
Hear then, my Son, what thoughts' to me occur ; 
Your benefactor Phoebus places you 
In an illustrious house : but were you calPd ' 
The offspring. of the God, you would receive 
For your inheritance, nor wide domains, 
Nor aught of rank paternal. For from him 
With whom my luckless union I conceaPd, 
And secretly attempted to have slain you. 
How could you look for aught ? But he, promoting 
Your interest, to another Sire consigns you. 

ION. 
I cannot rashly credit tales like these. 
But I will go into the fane, and ask 
Apollo, whether from a mortal Sire 
I spring, or whether I am Phoebus' son. 
Ha! who is that, who on the pinnacles 
Of this high dome ascending, like the Sun, 
Displays her front celestial i let us %, 
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ION. IW 

My Mother, lest perchance we view the Gods 
{25) When we are not permitted to behold them. 

MINERVA, ION, CREUSA, CHORUS. 

O stay, for 'tis from mc you fly, who bear 
To you no hate, but in tli' Athenian realm. 
And here am equally your friend : I, Pallas, 
From whom your native land derives its name, 
Am hither come with swift career dispatched 
By Phoebus, in your presence, who himself 
Deems it not meet t' appear, lest his past conduct ' 
In foul reproach involve him : but the God 
Sends me t* inform you £hat Creusa bore. 
And Phoebus vvas the father who begot you. 
But you, the God, as he sees fit, bestows. 
Not upon him who is your real Sire, 
But hath contriv'd this plot that you may gain \] 

The heritage of an illustrious house. 
For when the holy oracle pronounced 
This riddle, fearing, by a Mother's wiles. 
Lest you should bleed, or with vindictive hand 
That Mother slay, he by a stratagem 
Hath extricated both. The roval Seer 
Meant to have kept this secret, till at Athens 
He had prdclaim'd that you derive your birth 

(25) Spanheim, in his notes on the following similar passage in CalE- 
machus's Hymn on the Bath of Pallas, which is referred to by Dr« 
Musgrave, 

Ojp xf Tiv oBeaei^ Ota fAft ^tog aJhe fi>^»iatf 

cites these two last lines of Ion's speech, and the two fiw of Minerva's 
reply, and observes that the volnntary appearances of the Gods to 
meOy partipnlaiiy such as were vonchsafed to the pious at the myotic 
solemnities, were su{4>ased, instead of causing blindness, as in the 
rase of Tir^ia^ or any instant misdiid^, to bnng health to tiie body, 
and virtue to the souL 



From l^IioBbns and Creusa. But this matter 

That I may finish now, and the contents 

Of those important oracles reveal, 

Which to explore ye by your harness'd steeds 

Were hither d I awn, attend. — Creusa, take 

Thy son, to the Gecropian land repair, 

And place him on the throne ; for from the race 

Of great Erectheus sprung, he is entitled 

To rule my favoured realm, and shall be fam'd 

Thro' Greece : for his four sons, spnang from one root. 

Shall, on their country, and its tribes wlio dwell 

Upou my sacred rock, their name confer; 

Geleon the first ; then Hoples, Argades, 

And, from the shield I bear, a chief call'd ^gis 

Shall rule th' i^gichori. But their descendants 

Born at a period by the Fates assigned. 

Amid the Cyclades shall dwell, in towns . 

Encircled by the billowy deep, &nd havens 

Which to my realm will add new strength : the shores 

Of either continent shall they possess, 

Asia and Europe, but, from Ion, styi'd 

lotiians, they with glory shall be crown'd. 

But from thee too and Xuthus shall descend 

A noble race; Dorus, tfie mighty founder 

Of the fam'd Doric realm ; in the domaip 

Of antient Pelops, shall yoiw (26) second son 

Achaeus be the Monarch of the coast 

Bordering on Rhium's steep ascent, with pride 

Tnai nation shall adopt their leader's name. 

In all things hath Apollo acted right; 

First without pain he caus'd thee to bring forth. 

Lest to thy friends thy shame should be reveal'd : 

(£6) ^' Achaens, ihe second son Of Xntbns, hdy'mg mhfrittingly coih" 
^< nlitted an act ef homicide, retlreated into SfMirta, and from bim was. 
<' tii6 liame of Acfaaians given to tlie inhabitants of the sea coast near 
'< Rhifiiii, d promontory of Peloprdteus situated oh tlie modth bf the 
<' Corintliian bay." Brod^us and Barnes. 



Bat ^fter thou hadst borne this Son^ and i^ath'dj , . 

Those fillets round him^ be bade Hermes bring 

The infant to this fane^ and nurtujr'd him. 

Nor suffer'd him to die. Now therefore keep , > 

Strict silence, nor declare that he is thine. 

That Xuthus may exult In. the idea ; 

Of being Father to the youth, while thou, 

woman, shalt enjoy the real bliss. 
Farewell, for from this pause io your afflictions 

1 to you both announce a happier fate. 

ION. 
O Pallas, daughter of imperial Jovey 
Thy words I disbelieve not ; fpr from Phoebus 
And this illustrious Dame am I convincM 
That I derive my birth, which from the &nt 
Was not improbaUe.r 

CRRUSA, 

To what I speak / 
Now give attention : I commend Apollo, 
Tho' erst I blam'd him ; for he now restores 
,To me the Son he formerly neglected. 
Now are these portals pleasing to ray sigiit, 
And this oracular abode of Phoebus, 
Which I so lately loath'd. I now these rings 
Seize with exulting hands, and at the threshold 
Utter my grateful orisons. 

MINERVA. 

The praises 
Which thou bestow'st on Phoebus, I applaud, 
And this thy sudden change : for tho' the aid 
The Gods afford be tardy, it at length 
Proves most effectual. 

CREUSA. I 

Let us, O my Son, 
Repair to our own Athens. 

MINERVA. 

Thither go, 



iTtf ION- 

And I win Mlow. 

Deign t' accompany 
Our steps, and to our city prove a friend* 

MINERVA, 

Upon tbe throne of tby progenitors; 
There take thy seat. 

ION. 

To me will such potoessioiif 
Be honourable. 

CHORUS, 

O Phoebus, son of Jove, 
And of Latona, hail. Whenever his house 
Is shaken by calamity, the man 
Who pays due reverenice to the Gods, hath cause 
To trust in their protection : for at length 
The virtuous shall obtain their due reward. 
Nor shall the wicked prosper in the land,^ 
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HERCULES DISTRACTED. 



ly(n>MSy ^l^^fy^ ^ *'^ ^^* aitFvkct ft^w9. 



Homer. 



Quid apad Euripidem Hercules, cum ut Euiisthei filios, ita snos con- 
figebat sagittls, cum uxorem interimebat, cum conabatur etiam 
patrem, non perinde movebatur falsis ut veris moveretur? 

CiCKRO. 



Qualem, jussu Junonis iniquae 
Horniit Alcidea viso jam Ditc, Megaenun. 



IXCAM. 



TOI, III. 
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PERSONS OF THE DRAMA. 



AMPHITRYON. 

MEOARA. 

CHORUS OF THEBAN OlD MEN, 

HERCULESt 

LYCUS. 

IRIS. 

A FIEND. 

MESSENGER. 

THESEUS. 



SCENE-BEFORE THE ALTAR OF JUPITER, AT THE EN- 
TRANCE OF THE HOUSE OF HERCULES IN THEBES. 
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AMPHITRYON, MEGARA. 

AMPHITRYON. 

is there on earth, a stranger to the man (1) 
Who shar'd the same auspicious nuptial bed 
With Jove, Amphitryon born at Argos, sprung 
From Perseus' son Alcaeus, me the Sire 
Of Hercules? He in these regions dwelt^ 
Where from the soil a helmed crop arose ; 
Mars, a small number of that race, preserved, 
Whose children's children people Cadmus* city. 
Hence Creon king of Thebes, Mena^ceus' son. 
Derives bis birth, and Creon is the Sire 
Of this unhappy Megara, to grace 
Whose hymeneal pomp, each Theban erst 
Attun'd the jocund lute, into my house 
When Hercules conducted her. But leaving 
This realm where I resided, and his Consort, 
And kindred, my Son chose to fix his seat 
Within the walls of Argos, of that city 
Erected by the Cyclops, whence I fled 
Stain'd with (^) Electryon's gore : but to alleviate 

(1) Similar to this is the language of Amphitryon in Plautus, 

^ Pol me baud poenitet 
** Scilicet boni dimidium mihi dividere com Jove." 

A, V. sc. 1, v. 78» 

and Tyndams on his first entrance on the stage in the Orestes of our 
Author, is comphraented by his son in law Menelaus as having been 
most fortunate in the honour of Jupiter's becoming a partner in his nup- 
tial bed. 

(2) ApoUodorus, in the passage referred to by Barnes, informs i» 
that Amphitryon, having recovered some oxen bdkmgtng to Efectryon, 

N 2 ' 
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My woes^ and in his native land obtain 
A quiet residence, this great reward 
He on Eurystheus promis*d to bestow, 
That hfe would rid the world of every peist : 
HarrassM by Juno's stings, or jenvious Fate, 
With her conspiring : but, his other labours 
Accomplished, he thro' Taenarus' ja)vs at length 
Went to the house of Pluto, to drag forth 
Into the realms of day hell's triple hound: 
He thence returns not. But an old tradition 
Among the race of Cadmus hath prevailed. 
That (3) Lycus, Directs husband, erat bore rule 
Over this city, till Jove's sons, Amphion, 
And Zethus, who on milk-awhile coursers rode. 
Became its Sovereigns. Lycus' sod who bears 
His Father's name, no Theban, but arriving 
Froili the Eubcean state, slew royal Creon, 
And having slain him, seized the throne, invading 
The city with tumultuous broils convuls'd. 
But the affinity which we have form'd 
With Creon, seems to be my greatest curse : 
For while my Son stays in the realms beneath^: 
Lycus th* egregious monarch of this land 



the father of his ttife Alcntena, was driving; them fcome, and timmiDg^ 
his staj9^ at one which ran away, it glanced from the horns of tiie beast 
•n £1ectryon*s head, and killed him. Stheaelus took adrantage of tins 
misfortune to expel Amphitryon from tlie territory of Ai^os. 

(3) This first Lycus, Father of the Lycus who is one of the charac- 
ters in the tragedy before us, was brother of Nycteus, and son t)f the 
Spartan Ctlionius. He was first married to Antiope, whom he divorced 
and kept in chains, and afterwards to Dirce ; but Zetiius and Amphion, 
the two sons of Anttope by Jupiter, enraged at the injurious treatment 
their Mother experienced, destroyed Dirce, who is spoken of as being 
very instrumental in tlie cruelties exercised on her rival, by tying her to 
the horns of a wild bull : as to Lycus, it appears from Euripides that 
they did not kill, but banish him to the i^and of Eubcea, where thui. 
son of his, the younger Lycus, was bom after his exile ; which in 8om« 
measure accounts ibf the length of time that intenrened befon^ hm 
seised the Xheban throne. 
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Would with the Children of Alcides kill 

Ills Consort, bj fresh murders to extinguish 

The past, and kill me too, (if one thro' age 

So useless may be numbered among men) 

Lest when the boys attain n^aturer age. 

They should avenge their Grandsire Creon^s death. 

But I (for my Son left me here to tend 

His children, and direct the house, since he 

Entcr'd the subterraneous realms of nighty) 

With their afflicted Mother, lest the race 

Of Hercules should bleed, for an asylum 

Have chosen this altar of protecting Jove, 

Which mv illustrious son for a memorial 

Of his victorious arms did here erect. 

When he in battle had subdued the Minyans* 

But we, tlio' destitute of eveiy comfort. 

Of food, drink, clothing, tho' constraint to lie 

On ^he bare pavement, here maintain our seat. 

For every hospitable door is barr'd 

Against us, and we have no other hope 

Of being sav'd. Some of our friends I see 

Are faithless, and the few who prove sincere^ 

Too weak to aid us. Such is the effect 

Of adverse fortune o'er the race of men ; 

May he to whom I bear the least attachmenti 

Never experience that unerring test . ^' 

Of friendship. 

MEGARA, 
Thou old man, who erst didst storm 
The Taphian ramparts, when thou with renown 
Didst lead the host of Thebes ; the secret will 
Of Heaven, how little can frail mortals know ! 
For to me too of no avail have proved 
The fortunes of my Father, >yho elate 
With wealth and regal power, (whence at the broatU 
Of its possessors spears are btljrrd by those 
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Whose souls the lust of mad ambition fires) 

And having children, gave me to thy Son 

Joining a noble consort in the bonds 

Of wed lock* with Alcides, thro* whose death 

These blessings are all fled. Now I^ and thou^ 

Old Man, are doom'd to perish with the sons 

Of Hercules^ whom, as the bird extends 

Her sheltering wings over her callow brood, 

I guard. By turns they come and question me ; 

'^ O Mother, whither is my Father gone f 

*^ What is he doing ? when will he return?" 

Tho' now too young suflSciently to feel 

How great their loss, thus ask they for their Sire, 

I change the theme, and forge a soothing tale. 

But am with wonder smitten when the doors 

Creak on their massive hinges, and at once 

They all start up, that at their Father's knees 

They may fall prostrate. But what hope hast thoa 

Of saving us, or what support, Old Man ? 

For I to thee look up. We from the bounds 

Of these domains unnotic'd cannot scape ; 

Mightier than us, a watchful guard is plac*d 

At every avenue, s^nd in our friends 

No longer for protection can we trust. 

Explain thyself, if thou hast any scheme. 

By which thou from impending death canst save us- 

But let us strive to lengthen out the time, 

Since we are feeble. 

AMPHITRYON, . 

Tis no easy task 
In such a situation, O my Daughter, 
To form a sure and instantaneous judgement. 

MEGAKA. 

What is there wanting to complete thy woesi, 
Of-why art thou so fond of life? 

AMPHITRYON, 

That blessing 
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I still enjoy, still cherish pleasitig hopes* 

MEGARA. 

I also hope, old man : but it is folly 
To look for what we never can attain, 

AMPHITRYON. 
We by delaying might avert our fate. 

M£GARA« 

But I in this sad interval of time 
Feel piercing anguish. 

AMPHITRYON. 

The liuspicious gales 
Of Fortune, O my Daughter, yet miiy waft 
Both you and me out of our present troubles. 
If e'er my Son your valiant I.ord return. 
But O be pacified yourself, and cause 
Your children to dry up their streaming tears; 
With gentle language and deludive tales 
Beguile them, tho^ all fraudfuJ arts are wretched. 
For the disasters which afflict mankind 
Are wearied out ; the stormy winds retain no( 
Their undiminished force; nor are the blest 
Perpetually blest : for all things change. 
And widely differ from their former state. 
The valiant man is he who still holds fast 
His hopes ; but to despair bespeaks the cowards 

CHORUS, AMPHITRYON, MEGARA- 

CHORUS. , 

Propp'd on my faithful staff, from hbrne, 
And from the couch of palsied a^. 
In melancholy guise I roam, 
Constrain'd to chaunt funereal strains. 
As the expiring swan complains, 
A war of words alone I wage. 
In semblance, but a Bitting sprite, 
An airy vision of the night. 
I totter ; yet doth active ^e^l 
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This faithful bosom still inspire. 
Ye Children who have lost your Sire, 
Thou Veteran, and thou aged Dame, 
Doomed for thy Lord these griefs to feel. 
Whose Pluto's dreary mansions claim ; 

weary not your tender feet. 

Like steeds by galling harness bound, 
To turn the ponderous mill around, 

1 would advance my friends to meet. 
Yet are my utmost e£brts vain. 
This shattered frame I scarce sustain : 
Draw near, O take this trembling hand, 
And holding fast my robe, support 
My steps, thy needful aid I court. 
Because I am too weak to standi 
Lead on the Chiefs tho' now by years 
Bow'd down, who marshalled on the strand. 
His comrades erst a hardy band ; 

With him in youth we launch'd our spears. 
Nor then belied Our native land. 
See how their eyes dart liquid fire. 
Those Children emulate their Sire ; 
But still hereditary fate. 
Pursues with unrelenting hate 
Their tender years, nor can their charms 
Redeem them from impending harms. 
What valiant champions of thy cause, 
O Greece, thy violated laws, 
When these thy great supports shall fail. 
Torn from thy fostering land wilt thou bewail. 

But I behold the Monarch of the realm 
Tyrannic Lycus, who these doors approaches. 

LYCUS, AMPHITRYON, MpOARA, CHORUS. 

LYCUS. 

This question, (if I may) I to the Sir© 
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And Consort of Aldides would propose ;> 
(Buty as your King, I have a right to make 
Any enquires I think fit) bow long 
Seek ye to spin out life ? what farther hope 
Have ye in view, what succour to ward off 
The stroke of death ? expect ye that the Father 
Of these deserted children, who lies stretch'd 
Amid the realms beneath will thence return, 
That ye bely your rank, and meanly utter 
These clamorous plaints on being doomed to diei 
Thro' Greece hast thou diffus'd an idle boast. 
That Jove enjoy'd thy consort, and begot 
An offspring like himself; while ^ou exulted 
In being calFd Wife to the fii*st of Heroes. 
But what great action hath your Lord performed, 
In having slain that Hydra at the lake. 
Or the Nemsean lion whom with snares 
He caught, and then did arrogantly boast, 
That he had strangled in his nervous arms? 
Will these exploits enable you to vie 
With mef and for such merit am I bound 
To spare the sons of Hercules, who gain'd 
A name which he deserved not? He was brave 
In waging war with beasts, in nought beside, 
With his left hand he never did sustain 
The shield, nor fac'd he the protended spear. 
But with his bow, that weapon of a dastard. 
Was still prepared for flight: such arms afford 
No proof of courage; but the truly brave 
Is he who in the. ranks where he is stationed 
Maintains his ground, and. sees with steadfxist e;^e 
Those ghastly wounds the missile javelin gives. 
Old man, I act not thus thro', cruelty. 
But caution ; for I know that I have slain 
Creon her Father, and possess his throne. 
These children.therefore will not I allow 
To live till they attain maturer years. 
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Lest they should panish me for such a deed. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Jove will assert the cause of his own Son* 
But as for me, O Hercules, my care 
Shall be to prove the folly of this Tyrant : 
For thy illustrious name I will not suffer 
To be reproach'd. First from a hateful charge, 
(And that of cowardice I deem most hateful) 
Calling the Gods to witness, am I bound 
To vindicate thy honour. I appeal 
To Jove's own thunder, and th* impetuous steeds, 
Which drew Alcidiei' chariot when he sped 
Those winged arrows to transpierce the flanks 
Of earth-born 'Giants, and among the Gods 
Triumphant reveUM at the genial board. 
Go next to Pholoe's realm, thou Worst of Kings, 
And ask the Centaurs* monstrods brood, what man . 
They judge to be most brave, v^hether that tide 
Belongs not to my Son, who only bears. 
As you assert the semblance of an herb? 
But should you question the Euboean mount 
Of Dirphys, where your infancy was nurtured. 
It cannot sound your praise: you have perform'^ 
No glorious action for your native laiifed ' 

To testify, yet scorn that wiic inventiion; 
The quiver fraught with sh&fts : attend to me 
And I will teach yoii wtsdom% By hi^arms 
Encumb^r'd, stands the warrior who is sfaeathVl 
In ponderous mail, and thro' the fears of those 
Who fight in the same rank, if they want courage, 
lioses bis life ; nor, if his spear bis broken, 
FurnishM with nought bcrt courage, from his breast 
Can he repel the wound ; but be who bends 
With skilful band the bow, hath this advantage. 
Which never fails him ; with a thousand shafts 
He smites the foe, no danger to himself 
Incurring, but securely stands aloof, . 
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And wreaks his Tengennce while they gaze around, . 
Without perceiving whence the weapon comes: 
His person he exposes not^ but takes 
A guarded post: for what in war displays 
The greatest prudence, is to vex the foe, 
Hot rufth at random on their pointed spears. 
Such reasoning on the subject in debate 
With yours indeed agrees not : but what cause 
Have you for wishing to destroy these children ? 
How have they injur'd you i In one respect 
I deem you wise, because you dread the racer 
Of valiant men, and feel yourself a coward : 
Yet is it hard on us, if we must bleed 
Your apprehensions to remove ; you ought 
To suffer all we would inDict, from us 
Whose merit is superior far to yours. 
Were Jove impartial. Would you therefore wield 
The sceptre of this land, let us depart 
As exiles from the realm, or you shall meet 
With strict retaliation, when the gales 
Of wavering fortune alter. O thou land 
Of Cadmus, (for to thee I now will speak. 
But in reproachful accents,) such protection 
Afford'st thou to the sons of Hercules, 
Who (4) singly warring with the numerous h6st 
Of Minyae, ca\^s'd the Thebans to lift up 
Their free-born eyes undaunted? I od Greece 
-No praises can bestow, nor will paJss over 



(4) The people here sp«ken of iiiliabited a dktHct of B«cdti% arid 
vfere first called Minyoe, from their Kittg MinyM^ the GftuidMB of 
Neptune^ and afterwards Orchomenians, from Orchomenus, the son and 
•uccessqr of Minya^ Homer has nnite'd die names, and", in hiis list of 
Uie Grecian fleet, 4 yoM o^djtxfiot Mtfz^ntasy Me desbrilited as foUoiM^g tfre 
banners of Ascalaphus to the siege of Troy, while tie rest of tbi Boeo- 
tians are commanded by Peneleus. By a passage from Diodorus- SicoloB, 
referred to by Dr. Musgrave in his note, it appears Uiat Hercules actually 
obtained this victory over th^ Mihyans, flbt iiid^e^ bjr hte oWn i^gle 
imn^ but inthecapacity of ai^ifviMldi«llBhdh];glitf«^Ofhlifiri^^ 
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In silence its base treatment of my Son, 

For 'twas its duty in these children's cause. 

Bearing flames, pointed spears^ and glittering mail. 

To have march'd forth, and recompensed the toils 

Of their great Father, who hath purg'd the sea 

And land from all its monsters. Such protection 

Nor doth the Theban city, O my children. 

Nor Greece afford you : but ye now look up 

To me a feeble friend who can do nought. 

But plead for you with unavailing words. 

For all the vigour which I once possessed 

Hath now deserted xme; old age assails 

^y trembling limbs and this decrepid frame. 

Were I.again endued with youthful strength, 

I would snatch up my javelin, and defile 

With gore the yellow ringlets on the head 

Of that Oppressor, whom his fear should drive 

Beyond the most remote Atlantic bounds. 

CHORUS. 

Are there not causes such as may provoke 
Those who are virtuous to express their thoughts, 
Tho' destitute of eloquence? 

LYCUS. 

'Gainst me 
Speak what thou wilt, for thou art arm'd with words^ 
But for injurious language by my deed^ 
Will I requite thee. Go, send woodmen, some 
To Helicon, some to Parnassus' vale, 
Bid them fell knotted oaks, and having borne them 
Into the cityv heap their ponderous trunks 
Around the altar, and with kindled flames 
Consume the bodies of this hated race; 
So shall they learn that Creon the deceas'd 
No longer is the ruler of this land. 
But that I wield the sceptre. As for you 
Who thwart my counsels, O ye aged men. 
Not for the Sons of Hercules alone 



I » 
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Shall ye lament, but for those evil fortunes 

Which ye and your own bouse are doom'd to ^uS^v : . 

But this shall ye remember, that to me 

Your Monarch, ye are .Slaves. [ 

CHORUS. 

O ye the race 
Of Eaith, whom Mars erst sowM, when he had torn 
From the huge Dragon's jaws th' envenom'd teeth. 
With those right hands why will ye not uplift 
The staves on which ye lean, and with his gore 
Defile the head of this unrighteous man. 
Not born at Thebes, but in a foreign realm, 
From inconsiderate youths who gains that homage * / 
Which he deserves not f but in evil hour 
O'er me shak thou bear rule, nor shall my wealth 
Acquired by many toils be ever thine : 
Go, act the tyrant in Euboea's land. 
From whence thou hither cam'st : for while I Uve, 
The Sons of Hercules thou ne'er shalt slay. 
Nor is their mighty Father plung'd so deep . 
fieneath earth's surface, that he cannot hear 
His children's outcries. Thou to whom this land 
Owes its destruction dost possess the throne : 
But he its benefactor is depriv'd 
Of the rewards he merits. Me thou deem'st 
Officious, for protecting those I love 
E'en in the grave, where friends are needed most. 
O my right arm, how dost thou wish to wield 
The spear, but thro' enfeebling age hast lost 
Thy vigour : else would I have queli'd thy pride 
Who dar'st to call me slave, and in this Thebes, 
Where thou exult'st, with glory dwelt. A city 
Diseas'd thro', mutiny and evil counsels 
Is void of wisdom, or would ne'er have chosen 
Thee for its lord. 

MEOARA. 

Ye. veterans, I applaud 
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Your zeal i for indignation at the wrongs 

His friends endure becomes the virtuous fnend. 

But let not anger Against your lord expose yon 

To suffer in our cause. My judgement hear, 

Amphitryon, if to thee in aught [ seem 

To speak discreetly. I these children love, 

(And how can I help loving those 1 bore?) 

For whom i have endur'd the painful throes 

Of childbirth. And to die is what I think of 

As of a thing most dreadful : but the men 

Who with necessity contends I hold 

An ideot. But let os, since die we must, 

Not perish in theilauies to furnish scope 

Of laughter to our foes, which I esteem 

An ili beyond e'en death : for much is due 

lo the unsullied honour of our house. 

For thee who erst in Urms hast gain'd renown. 

To die with cowardice, were a reproach 

Not to be borne. My Lord, tho* I forbear 

To dwell on his just praises, is so noble, 

He would not wish these children sav'd, to bear 

The imputation of an evil name : 

For thro' the conduct of degenerate sons 

Reproach oft falls on their illustrious sires ; 

And the examples which my Husband gave me, 

I ought not to reject. But view what grounds 

Thou hast for hope, that [ of these may form 

A proper estimate. Dost thou expect 

Thy Son to issue from the realms beneath i 

What chief deceased from Pluto*s loath'd abode 

Did e'er return? can we by gentle words 

Appease this Tyranti No: we ought to fly 

From fools who are our foes; but to the wise 

And generous yield : for we with greatef ease 

May make a friend of him in whom we find 

A sense of virtuous shame. But to my soul 

This thought occurs^ ih^t we, the children's sentence. 
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By our entreaties, haply might obtain 

Converted into exile : yet this too 

Is wretched, at th* expence of piteous need 

To compass our deliverance. For their friends 

Avoid the face of guests like tbese^ and look 

No longer kindly on the banish'd man 

(5) After one day is over. Rouse thy courage. 

And bleed with us, thee too, since death awaits. 

By thy great soul, O Veteran, I conjure thee. 

Although the man who labours to repel 

Evils inflicted by Heaven's wrath, is brave^ 

Yet doth such courage border upon frenzy : • 

For what the Fates ordain, no God can frustrate, ^ 

CHORUS. 

While yet these arms^retainM their youthful strength, 
Had any one insulted thee, with ease 
Could I have quelle him ; but I now am nothing : 
On thee, ;Amphit7yon, therefoce 'tis incumbent 
To think how best tbon.may'st henceforth ward off 
Th' assaults of Fortune. 

AMPHITRYON. 

No unmanly fear. 
No wish to lengthen out this life, prevents 
My voluntary death : but I would save 
The children of my Son, though I appear 
To grasp at things impossible. Behold 
I bare my bosom to the sword ; pierce, slay, 
Or cast me from the rock. But I, O^King, 
For this one favour sue to you ; dispatch 
Me and this hapless Dame before the children, 

(5) By making use of the term of '^ a siagle day" the Poet seems too 
much to narrow the bounds of antient hospitality. In Homer w&findy 
that when Bellorophon came to Lycia, bearing with him the letten of 
Praetus, which directed- -that some means should be. devised for puttng 
him to death, the King of that country, whom we collec^t to haye been 
an utter stranger, feasted him siunptuously for ni|ie successive days, 
without making any enquiries ii^to tbe errand on which he came, and 
delayed asking for his credentiftb tfli the teatb iioi'i^. 
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Lest them we view, most execrable sight. 

In death's convulsive pangs, to her who bore them, 

i^nd me their Grandsire, shrieking out for aid. 

But as for all beside, do what you list, 

For we have now no bulwark which from death 

Can save us. 

MEGARA. 

I entreat one favour more, 
Which to us both will equally be grateful. 
Permit me in funereal robes to dress 
My Children ; for that purpose be the gates 
Thrown open, (for the palace now is closed 
Against us) that they from their Father's house: 
This small advantage may obtain. 

LYCUS. 

Your wishes 
Shall be complied with^ I my servants bid 
Unbar the gates. Go in, bedeck yourselves ; 
The costly robes I grudge not : but no sooner 
Shall ye have put them on, than I to you 
Will come, and plunge you in the shades beneath. 

[ExeV LYCUS, 

MEGARA. 

Follow your hapless Mother, O my Children, 
To your paternal house, where, tho* our wealth 
Be in the hands of others, our great name 
We still preserve. 

AMPHITRYON. 

O Jove, 'twas then in vain 
That thou didst deign to share my nuptial couch. 
In vain too, of thy Son have I been sty I'd 
The Father, for thou hast not prov'd the friend 
Thou didst appear to be. I, tho' a man. 
Exceed in virtue thee a mighty God; 
Because I to their foes have not betray'd 
The sons of Hercules : but thou, by stealth. 
Entering my chamber^ to another'^ yfify 



I 
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Without permission cata'st; yet fenow'st not how 
To save thy friiends : thou surely art a God 
Either devoid of #isdo6i-, or unjust. 

lExeunt Amphitryon and mIegara, 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 1. 
For Linus* death, by all the tuneful Nine 

Bewail'd, doth Phoebus* self complain^ 
And loudly uttering his auspicious strain (6), 
Smitie with a golden quill the lyre : but mine 
Shall be the task, while songs of praise 
I chant and twine the laureat wreath. 
His matchless fortitude t' emblaze. 
Who sought hell's inmost gloom, the dreary shades 
beneath ; 
Whether I call the Hero son of Jove, 
Or of Amphitryon; for the fame . 
To which his labours have so just a claim,. 
Must e'en in death attract the public love :, 
In the Nemaean forest first he slew 

That Lion huge, whose tawny hide 
And grinning jaws extended wide. 
He o'er his shoulders threw. ^ 

L 2. 
The winged arrows whizzing from hife bow. 
Did on their native hills confound' 

(6) Instead of ihaking any adterktidii in the vtotd oAuyUy viUKtiSsAMA 
and Dr. Musgrave, D«^ich I should' rtsidily have done, rathcfr than adopt 
the opinions of ^milins Portus, Barnes, and CarmeHi, in considering 
this passage as an mstaiice of the word Ai>ufoy being used for songs of joy 
as well as sorrow \ I look upon the epithet tUlvyji as applicable only to 
the harmonious tones of the song itself, and not the nature of the theme 
which occasions it, and have the pleasure of finding the two anient 
Latin versions of Dor. Camillus and Melancthon, both making use of 
the very same words, cantum lugubrem quidem felici cantione : this ac 
count of tlie labours of Hercules accordingly closes vnth his deaeant to 
the infernal regions, whence the Cliorus aoj^ose he is never toretoni*. 

VOL. HI. O 
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The Centaurs' race with many a deadly wound ; 
Alcides' matchless strength doth Peneos know, 
Distiiiguish'd by his limpid waves. 
The fields laid waste of wide extent. 
With Pelion, and the neighbouring caves 
Of Homoles, uprooting from whose steep ascent. 
Tall pines that cast a venerable shade, 
The' monsters arm'd their forceful hands. 
And strode terrific o'er Thessalia's lands: 
Then breathless on th' ensanguined plain he laid 
That Hind distinguished by her golden horns^ 
And still in Dianas temple seen 
His prize, to glad the Huntress Queen, 
Oenoe's walls adorns. 

n. 1, 

The chariot with triumphal ensigns grac'd 

Ascending, to his stronger yoke 
He Diomedes' furious coursers broke, 
Scorning the bit, in hateful stalls who placM 

By their fell lord, the flesh of man 

Raging devour'd, accursed food ; 

A stream from their foul mangers ran, 
Fiird with unholy gore, and many a gobbet crude. 
O'er Hebrus' silver tide at the command 

Of Argos' unrelenting King 
Eurystheus, he these captive steeds did bring, 
(7) Close to Anauros' mouth on Pelion's strand. 
Inhuman Cycnus, Son of Mars, next felt 

The force of his resounding bow. 

Unsocial wretch, the stranger's foe. 
Who in Amphanea dwelt. 

(7) The river Ananros m Tlicssaly flowed into the sea near lolchos, in 
the province of Magnesia : though we meet with accounts of this river 
in the Poets, we cannot wonder at its beirfg omitted by many of the 
antient Geographers, when we recollect its being a stream of very in- 
considerable width. ApoHonias Rhodius spMa of Jason'ft fording it, 
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II. 2. 

Then came he to lb' haiTnoDious Nymphs, that band 

Who in Hesperian gardens hold 
Their station, wjiere the vegetative gold 
Glows in the fruitage; with resistless hand 

To snatch the Apple from its height; 

The Draffon wreath'd his folds around 

The tree's huge trunk, portentous sight, 
In vain : that monster fell transfix'd with many a wound* 
Into those straits of the unfathom'd main 

He enter'd, with auspicious gales. 
Where fear'd the mariner t' unfurl his sails. 
And fixing limits to the watery plain 
His Columns rear'd: then from the Heaven's huge load 

The wearied Atlas he relieved. 

His arm the starry realms upheav'd. 
And propped the Gods' abode. 

III. I. 

Foe to the Amazons' equestrian race 

He crossM the boisterous Euxine tide. 

And gave them battle by Maeotis' side. 

What friends thro' Greece collected he to face 
Hippolita, th' intrepid maid, 
That he the (S) belt of Mars might gain. 
And tissued rube with golden braid. 
Still doth c^xulting Greece the virgin's spoils retain, 

without experioncing any other mconveniences than the losing of one of 
bis sandals in the mud : Hesiod however says, that its floocb in winter 
rose to such a height as utterly to deface the monument oi Cygnus^ 
erected near its banks. The derivation of the word Anauros is illus- 
trated in the followuig lines by Lucan : 

Quiquc ncc humentes nebulas,' itee-wire madentem 

Aera, nee teuues ventos suspirat Anauros. 

^^ No breezy air near calm Anauros flies, 

*' No dewy mists, nor fleecy clouds arise.** RoWE. 

(8) Hippolita, according to the passage of ApoUodorus^ referred to 
by Barnes, wore the belt of Mars as a token of her superiority in war, 

o 2 
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Lodg'd in Mycene's shrine, with gore imbrued. 

The Dog of Lerna's marshy plain^ 
Who unresisting muhitudes had slain^ 
The hundred-headed Hydra, he subdued, 
Aided by fire, and winged shafts combined. 

These from his well-stor'd quiver flew, 

And triple^form'd Geryon slew, 
» Fierce Erythrsea's hind. 

HI. 2. 
But having finish'd each adventurous strife. 

At length in evil hour he steers 
To Pluto's mansion, to the house of tears. 
The goal of labour, there to end his life. 

Thence never never to return : 

His friends dismay'd forsake these gates. 

In hopeless solitude we mourn. 
Hell's stern award is pass'd, the boat of Charon waita^ 
To their eternal home his sons to bear. 

Most impious lawless homicide ! 
For thee, O Hercules, thee erst his pride. 
Thy Sire now looks with impotent despair. 
Had I the strength- which I possess'd of yore, 

I with my Theban friends, array'd 

In brazen arms, thy sons would aid : 
But youth's blest days are o'er. 

Clad in funereal vestments I behold 
The Children of Alcides erst the great, 
With his lov'd Wife and his decrepid Sire 
Conducting them. O wretched me ! no longer 
Can I restrain the fountain of these tears 
Which gush incessant from my aged eyes. 

MEGARA, AMPHITRY9N, CHORUS. 

MEGARA. 

Come on. What Priest, what Butcher is at hand 
To slay these wretched children, or transpierce 
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My bosom ? Now the victims stand prepar'd 

For their descent to Pluto's loath'd abode. 

By force, my children, are we borne along 

United in th' unseemly bands of death ; 

Decrepid age with helpless infancy 

And intermingled matrons. O dire fate 

Of me and of my sons, whoih these sad eyes 

Shall never more behold ! alas I bore, 

I nurtured you, to be, ithe scorn, the sport. 

Of our inveterate foes, and by their hands 

To perish. Each fond hope, which from the words 

Of your departed Father erst I form'd, 

Hath prov'd fallacious. The deceas'd to (9) thee 

Allotted Argos, in Eurystheus palace 

Wert thou to dwell a mighty king, and wield 

The sceptre of Pelasgia's fruitful land. 

Then with the Lion's hide himself had worn 

Thy front he cover'd : you were to ascend 

The throne of Thebes for brazen chariots fan:^'dJ^ 

Possessing my hereditary fields, 

Such were the hopes of your exulting Sire, 

Who to your hand consigned that ponderous mace 

Deceitful gift of Daedalus : on thee, 

Thou little one, he promis'd to bestow 

Oecalia, which his shafts had erst laid waste: 

To you all three, these realms in threefold portions 

Did he distribute; for your Father's views 

Were all magnanimous: but I marked out 

Selected Consorts for you, and form*d schemes 

Of new affinities, from the domains 

Of Athens, Sparta, and the Thcban city ; 

(9) The names of these three sons of Hercules ; Therimachus, Creon- 
tiades, and Deicoon, which I find insterted by Barnes in his Latin ver* 
8ion, and by Bmmoy in a marginal note, are taken it seems from Apot 
lodorus, for Euripides himself does not once mention either of them* 
See Freinshemii, Siippl. Livian, L. 131, c. 46, where Antony in a simi- 
lar manner talks of portioning ont kingdoms ampng his children by 
Cleopatra, 
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That binding up your cables, and secure 
From tlie tempestuous^ deep, ye might enjoy 
A happy life : tliese prospects now are vanished : 
For to your arms hath changeful Fortune given 
The Destinies to be your brides, while tears 
Are your unhappy Mother's lustral drops. 
Your Grandsire celebrates the nuptial least. 
O'er which he summons Pluto to preside, 
The Father of your Consorts. But, alas ! 
Whom first of you my children, or whom last 
To this fond bosom shall I cla^p, on whom 
Bestow a kiss^ whom in my arms sustain i 
How like the bee with variegated wings 
Shall I collect the sorrows of j'qu all. 
And blend the whole together in a flood 
Of tears exhaustless ? O my dearest Lord, 
If any of those spirits who reside 
In Pluto's realms beneath, can hear the voice 
Of mortals, in these words to thee I speak; 

Hercules, thy Father, and thy Sons 
Are doom'd to bleed, I perish too who erst 
On thy account was by the world call'd happy. 
Protect us, come, and to these eyes appear, 
Tho' but a ghost; thy presence will suffice: 

For these thy children's murderers, when with thee 
Compar'd, are dastards. 

AMPHITRYON. 

To appease the Powers 
Of Hell beneath, O Woman, be thy care. 
But lifting to the skies ray suppliant bands, 

1 call on thee, O Jove, that, if thou mean 
To be a friend to these deserted' children. 
Thou interpose without d^felay and save them^ 
For soon 'twill be no longer in thy power: 
Thou oft hast been invok'd ; but all my prayers 
Are ineffectual ; die, it seeuis^ we must. 

But, O ye aged ffien, the bliss which life 
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Can yield is small^ contrive then how to pass 
As sweetly as is possible the hours 
Which fate allots yoii, e'en from morn till night 
Shaking off every grief: for Time preserves not 
Our hopes entire, but on his own pursuits 
Intent, deserts us, borne on rapid wings. 
Look but on me, amid the sons of men 
Conspicuous erst performing glorious deeds } 
Aud yet hath Fortune in one single day 
Taken all from me, like a feather waftefl 
Into the trackless air. I know not I)im 
To whom collected stores of wealth or fame 
Are durable. Farewell,, for this, my comrades. 
Is the last time ye shall behold your friend. 

HERCULES, MEGARA, AMPHITRYON, 

CHORUS. 

MEGA^tA, 
Ha ! O thou aged Man, do I behold 
My dearest Husband ? how shall I find utterance? 

AMPHITRYON. 
I know not, O my Daughter ; for I top 
Am with amazement seizVl. 

MEGARA, 

This sure is he 
Who as we heard was in the realms beneath ; 
Else doth some vision in the noon-tide ejlare 
Delude our senses. But what frantic words 
Were those I spoke as if 'twas all a dream ? 
This is no other than thy real Son, 
Thou aged Man. Come hither, O my Children, 
Cling to your Father's robe, with speed advance. 
Quit not your hold, for ye in him shall find 
An equal to our great protector Jove. 

HERCULES. 

All hail, thou mansion, and thou vestibule 
Of my abode; thee with what joy once more 
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c 

Do I behold, revisiting the light. 
Ha ! what hath happen'd ? I my Children see 
With garlands on their temples^ and ray Wife 
Amidst a throng of men, my Father too 
Weeping for some mischance. Til go to them. 
And ask the cause. What recent ill, O woman. 
Hath happen'd to this house ? 

MEGARA. 

My dearest Lord, 
O thou who to thy aged Fajther com*st 
A radiant light, in safety hast thou reach'd, 
At this important crisis, the abodes 
Of those thou lov'st. 

HERCULES. 

What mean you by these words ? 
What tumults, O my Sire, are we involv'd in i 

MEGARA. 

We are undone : but, O thou aged Man, 
Forgive, if I've anticipated that 
Thou would'st have said to him : for in some points 
Our sex are greater objects of compassion 
Tlian males. I deem my children dead, I too 
Am perishing. 

HEItCULES. 
O Phoebus ! with what preludes 
Do you begin your speech ? 

MEGARA- 

My valiant Brothers, 
And aged ^ire, alas! are now no more. 

HERCULES. 

Who slew them, how, or with what weapon? 

MEGARA. 

Lycus, 

The monarch of this city, was their murderer. 

HERCULES. 
With arms did he oppose them, or prevail. 
When foul sedition thro' the land diffus'd 
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Its pestilent contagion f 

MEGARA. 

By revolt 

He holds the sceptre of the Theban realoi. 

HERCULES. 

But wherefore hath this sudden panic reach'd 

You and my aged Sire ? 

MEGARA. 

He would have slain 
Thy Father, me, and these defenceless children. 

HERCULES. 

What mean you? could he fear my orphan race? 

MEGARA. 

Lest they hereafter might avenge the death 
Of Creon. 

HERCULES. 

But what garb is this they wear, 

Which suits some corse ? 

MEGARA. 

Already in these vestments 
For our funereal rites are we array'd. 

HERCULES. 

And were ye on the point of perishing 
By violence ? Ah me ! 

MEGARA. 

Our friends desert us ; 
For we had heard that thou wert dead. 

HERCULES. 

Whence yose 
This comfortless depression of the soul ? 

MEGARA. 

Eurystheus' heralds the sad tidings bore. 

HERCULES. 

But for what cause did ye forsake my house^ 
My sacred Lares ? 

MAGARA. 

From his bed thy Sire 
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Was forcibly dragg'd forth. 

HERCULES. 

So void of shame 
Was Lycus as to treat his age with scorn ? 

MEGARA. 

Shame dwells not near the shrine of brutal Force. 

HERCULES. 

Were we thus destitute of friends when absent? 

MEGARA. 

What friends abide with him who is unhappy ? 

HERCULES. 
Bvit did they scorn the battles which I fought 
Against the Minyans? 

MEGARA. 

I to thee repeat it. 
Calamity is friendless and forlorn. 

HERCULES. 

Will ye not cast from your dishevell'd hair 
These wreaths of Pluto ? will ye not look up 
To yon bright Sun, and ope your eyes to view 
Scenes far more pleasing than the loathsome shades 
Of hell beneath f But I, for wrongs like these 
Demand my vengeful arm, with speed will go 
And overturn the house of that new King, 
His impious head I to the ravenous hounds 
Lopp'd from his trunk will cast, and each baseThebap 
Who with ingratitude repays my kindness 
With this victorious weapon smite : my shafts 
The rest shall scatter, till Ismenos' channel 
Be choak'd up with the corses of the slain. 
And Dirce's limpid fountain stream with gore. 
For whom, in preference to my Wife, my Children^ 
And aged Father, shall I aid ? Farewell, 
Ye labours which unwittingly I strove 
T* accomplish, mindless of these dearest pledges ; 
In their defence I equally am bound 
To yield up life, if for their Father they 
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Were doomM to bleed. What ! shall we call it noble 

To war against the Hydra or the Lion^ 

And execute the mandates of Eurystheus, 

If I avert not my own Children's death ? 

No longer else shall I, as erst, be styl'd 

Alcides the victorious. 

CHORUS. ^ 

It iJ^ust 
Parents should aid their Sons, their aged Sire, 
And the dear partner of the nuptial bed. 

AMPHITRYON. 

My Son, this mighty privilege is yours. 
To be the best of friends to those you love. 
And a determined foe to those you hate. 
But be not too impetuous. 

HERCULES. 

In what instance 
Have I been hastier, O my honoured Sire, ' 

Than it becomes me ? ' 

AMPHITRYON. 

To support his cause. 
The King hath many, who in fact are poor, 
Tho' fame accounts them rich ; they rais'd a tumult. 
And caus'd the ruin of the state, to plunder 
Their neighbours ; for the fortunes they possessed 
Are thro' their own extravagaqce and sloth 
Reduc'd to nothing. As the gates you enter'd, 
These could not fail to see you : O beware 
Lest since you by your foes have been perceived. 
You perish when you least foresee your dangerj 
Opprest by numbers. 

HERCULES. 

Tho' all Thebes beheld me, 
I care not. But when I descried a bird ( 10) 

(10) From the great stresn hdd by the antients Auguries, tiie cir« 
cumstance of Hercules entering the city in cUsgoise on seeing a Bird 
#f evil omen, thoogl| ^ otberwise would not have fenred all Thebes, 
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Of evil omen perch'd aloof, I knew 
That there had some calamity befallen' 
My house, and therefore with presaging soul 
In secrecy I enter'd these domains. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Draw near with pious awe,, my Son, salute 
The Lares, and display that welcome face 
In your paternal maus^V^s. For to drag 
Your Wife and Children forth, with me your Sire, 
To murder us, the King himself will come. 
But all will prosper, if you here remain. 
And a secure asylum will you find, 
Nor thro' the city spread a loud alarm 
Ere your designs succeed. 

HERCULES. 

Thus will I act. 
For thou hast rightly spoken ; I am entering 
The palace. From the sunless caves beneath 
Of Proserpine, after a long delay 
Returning, first to our domestic Gods 
Will I be mindful to address my vows. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Have you indeed then visited the house 
Of Pluto, O my Son ? 

can by no means be considered as any peculiar weakness of superstition, 
such as derogates irom the character for undaunted courage, which h 
universally ascribed to Lim. In like mimner, Virgil represents the God- 
dcBs Jutuma, after long driviiig the chariot of her Brother Tumns through 
the ranks of war, and manifesting great intrepidity, upon the Fury^ 
doming in the shape of a screech-owl, making this exclamation ; 

, Jam, jam, linquo acies, ne me terrete timentem 

Obscsense volucres ; alarum- verbera nosco, 
Lethalemque sonum. JEsl L. xii, v. 875. 

^ Now, now, I quit the field ! forbear to fright 

^ My tender soul, ye balefal Birds of night ! 

'^ The lashing of your wings I know too well, 

'< The sounding flight and fun'ral screams of HelL". Dryden. 

immediateiy after which giving up bcr brother for lost^ she retires and 
lesveB huB to periih by the sw«rd t>f JEoeMi 
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HERCULES. 

And thence the dog 
With triple-head brought to these realms of light. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Conquer'd in battle, or on you bestow'd 
By Hell's indulgent Goddess i 

HERCULES. 

I prevaiFd 
O'er him in combat, and have been so happy 
As to behold the far-fam'd mystic (11) orgies. 

AMPHITRYON. 

But is the beast lodg'd in Eurystheus' palace ? 

HERCULES. 

Him Cthonia's groves and Hermion^s walls confine.' 

AMPHTTRYDN. 

Knows not Eurystheus that you are returned 
Into this upper world? 

HERCULES. 

He doth not know : 
For I came first to learn what passes here. 

AMPHITRYON. 

But wherefore in the realms beneath^ so long 
Did you remain ? 

HERCULES. 

I there prolong'd my stay, 
M^ Sire, to bring back Theseus from the shades. 

AMPHITRYON. 

And where is he, gone to his native land? 

HERCULES. 
' He went to Athens, pleas'd with his escape 
From the infernal regions. But attend 
Your Father to the palace, O my Sons, 
Which now ye enter in a happier state 
Than when ye left it : but take courage, cease 

(11) ^* Previous to his descent into the ii^ernal regions^ Hercules was 
^' initiated in the Eleusiiiian mysteries/ by Eumolpns^ according to tiie. 
i' account given in Apollodorus.'* Barnes. 
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To poiir forth floods of tears ; and, O my Wife^ 
Collect thyself, let all thy tenors cease. 
And loose my garments; for I have hot wings, 
Nor would I vanish from my friends. Alas ! 
Their hold they quit not, bat cling faster still. 
And faster to my vest. Because ye stand 
Upon the veige of ruin, I will take 
And bear you hence, as by the ship light boats 
Are guided o'er the deep: for I refuse not 
The care my children claim. Here all mankind 
Are on a level, they of nobler rank 
And mean condition, to their progeny 
Bear equal love. The gifts of fortune vary, 
Some have abundant wealthy and some are poor; 
But the whole human race feels this attachment. 
[Exeunt hekcules arid mbgara, mth the Children^ 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 

Youth is light, and free from care ; 

But now a burden on my head 
(12) Heavier than iEtna's rock, old age, I bear. 
Before these eyes its sable veil is spread. 
Not for the wealth of (13) Asiatic Kings, 
Or heaps of gold that touch'd yon roof sublime, ^ 
Ere would 1 bjirter life's enchanting prime ; 

Hence wealth a brighter radiance flings, 

(12) Onus ^tna graviiis videor sustinere. . Cicero de Senectjute. 

(13) " The poet here prhicipally^iiavks oiit the-%vealth of the Persians 
^\ and Phryptians, But Asia in general was so. fruitful, that it was con- 
" sidered as cxcellinjij all other parts of tbc world." Barnes proceeds to 
illustrate this by quotations from the t^velflll Ode of Horace's second 
l[>ook, his own poeni of Esther, Cicero'8 Oi-ation in defence of Ligarins, 
and Mithridates' speech to his soldiers in Justin ; and by references to tlie 
treatise of Usher Archbishop of Armagh, on Asi^ Minor, an4 die ac- 
counts of that coimtiy to be met with in the writingft of the various 
Lexicographer!). 
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And poverty itself caa charm : 

But thou, curst Dotage, art the sum 

Of every fancied, every real harm ; 

May'st thou be plung'd beneath the deep^ nor come 

To peopled town^ or civilised abode. 
Go wing thy distant flight along th' aerial road, 

I. 2. 

Did the Gods with sapient care 

Mete out their bounty to mankind. 
The good, the gift of twofold youth should share 
Unquestioned token of a virtuous mind. 
Behold life's sun its blest career renew^ 
While the degenerate sleep to wake no more. 
We by these means distinctly might explore 

Their merits with as clear a view. 

As sailors, who each starry spark 

Enumerate that adorns the skies. 
But now the Gods have by no certain mark 
Directed whom we for their worth should prize. 
Whom shun as wicked : uninform'd we live. 
Revolving Time hath nought but plenteous wealth togive* 

II. 1. 

Mindful of its antient themes, 
This faltering tongue shall ne*er refuse. 
Oft as I wander by their haunted streams. 
To blend each gentle Grace and tuneful Muse: 
O may I dwell among th' harmonious choirs. 
My brows still circled with a laureat wreath ! 
Still shall the Bard, a hoary Veteran, breathe 
The strains Mnemosune inspires: 
While memory wakes, I ne'er will cease 
Th' exploits of Hercules to sing; 
Where Bromius yields the purple vine's increase. 
Where Libyan pipes and the lute's sevenfold string 
Are heard in dulcet unison; to praise 
The Nine who aid the dance, I'll wake my choral lays^ 
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IL 2. 

Delian virgins at the gate 

Assembled^ festive Paeans sing, 
The triumphs of Latona*s son relate, 
And nimbly vaulting form their beauteous ring. 
Into thy temple, by devotion led, 
O Phcebus, will I raise my parting breath ; _ 
The Swan thus warbles at the hour of death : 

Tho' hoary hairs my cheeks o'erspread. 

How great the Hero's generous love. 

Whose merits aid our votive song, 
Alcides the resistless soa of Jove ; 
Those trophies, which to noble birth belong 
By him are all surpassed, bis forceful hand 
Restoring peace,hath cleansM this monster-teeming land* 

' LYCUS, AMPHITRYON, CHORUS. 

r 

tYCUS. 

Forth from the portals at due season comes 
Amphitryon : for 'tis long since ye were deck'd 
In robes, and trappings such as suit the dead. 
But go, command the Children and the Wife 
Of Hercules without these gates t' appear. 
Because ye have engaged that ye will die 
By your own hands. 

AMPHITRYON. 

You persecute, O King^ 
Me whom aheady Fortune hath made wretched. 
And with sharp taunts insult my dying race: 
Although in power supreme, you ought to act 
With moderation : but since you impose 
This harsh necessity, we must submit, 
And execute your will. 

LYCUS. 

Where's Megara ? 
Where are the Children of Alcmena's Son i 
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AMPHITRYON. 

To me she seems, as far as I can guess, 
From loi)king thro' the door — 

LYCUS. 

What grounds hast thou 
For this opinion ? , 

AMPHITRYON. 

In a suppliant postu/e 
To sit before the Lares. 

/ LYCU8. 

And implore them 
With unavailing plaints to save her life. 

AMPHITRYON. 

In vain too calls she on her Lord deceased. 

LYCUS. 

JBut he is absent, he can ne'er return. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Unless some God should raise him up again. 

LYCUS. 

Go thou, and from- the palace lead her hither. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Twould make me an accomplice in the murder. 
If this I acted. 

LYCUi?. 

Since thy soul recoils, 
I, whom such idle scruples cannot move. 
Win with their Mother bring the Children forth. 
Follow my steps^ my servants, that at length 
We may behold sweet peace succeed our toils. 

[Exit LYCUS. 
AMPHITRYON. 

Depart: for to that place the Fates ordain 
You now are on the road ; perhaps the sequel 
Will be another's province: but expect. 
Since you have done amiss, to suflTer vengeance. 
He, O ye veterans, at a lucky hour 

TOL. Ill, p 
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Enters llie palace, for on ambash*d swords 
His feet will Btumble, while the villain hopes 
Those he woiild murder arc too near at hand 
To 'scape: but 1 will go to see him fall 
' A breathless corse' ; for when our foe endures 
The just requital of his impiou& deeds. 
There is a joy resulting from his death. 

[(14) Exit AMPHITRYON. 
CHORUS. 

Changed are our evil fortunes. To the shades 
He who was erst a mighty King descends. 
OJustice> and ye dread vicissitudes 
Of Fate, ordain'd by Heaven ! 

SEMICHORUS. 

Thou art at length 
Gone thither, where by death thou for those tannts,. 
With which thou o'er the virtuous didst exult^ 
Shalt make atonement. » 

SEMICHORUS IL 

My delight bursts forth 
In floods of tears : for now is come that day 
The Tyrant dcem-d would never visit him. 

SEMICHORUS I. 

But let us also look into the palace. 
My aged friend, and mark if yonder miscreant 
Be punishM as I wish. 

LYCUS (wUMn.) ■ ' ' 

Ah me ! ah me ! 

CHORUS. 

That melody most grateful to mine ear 
Beneath yon roofs commiences ; nor is death 
Far distant; for these cries the Monarch utters> 
Are but a prelude to the fatal stroke. 

(14) It being the united opinion of Heath, Mr, TyrwLitt, and Dr. 
MtLBgrave, that Amphitryon here leaves the stage, I have distributed 
the following dialogue accerdingfy between the' Choruf. 
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LYCUS (wUhm.) 

Ye realms of Cadmus^ I thro' tfislachery perish ! 

SElMEiCHORUS II. 

Others have perishM by that bloody hand. 
Since then the retribution thou eridur^st 
Is just^ endure it bravely. 

stniiiCHORtfs I. 
Where is he 
Who utter'd 'gainst tJie blest itfaftibital FbWars 
His foolish blasphemies, andcaM^dirtiB ©bd^ 
Too weak to pnnfish him. . 

Th^ idiptbiis niUtx 
Is now no morif. Ydn vaulted rbbft ni^ slleiit. 
Let us begin tfi* hr^monioiis chdrd Iky ; 
For, as I wish'd; our c^jrofifradeis pWre'+ictolribtfs. 

O T> ^. 

The sumptuous banquet, ^fth th' enlivening dance. 

Now eVeiy Theban ^Hiall eihplby; 

Driied ai^ btii t^ars, stnd piM vbSklhknb^ 
Yields to th^ lyrfe abundant theiries of jby : 

Stretch'^d lovir itf dust the Tyrant liei^ j 

But he, i^hd ty kn atiti'ent r5ght 

Obtaink th& s<^ptte, k 6ut King ; 
From Aeh^ron^s loatllM strefldi behold hlni rise. 
Revisiting the 6li6erful rcaiinis 6f light. 
And hdpe; Wlocfk'd-for, dotft frfe^Ti tratii&p'oits bring. 

I. 2; 

The Gods tafe- ciogniziance cTf btbfteii trus^ 

jTor are tliey deaf to holy prayer. 

On gold and fortune, power unjiist 
iiFttenids 9 iii«tt -s reason is toa wecdc to beat 

The joint temptations* Heaven at ^^nglfti, 
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Whose kind protection vrp invoke. 
Deigning with pity to behold 
Our woes, to the neglected laws their strength 
Restoring, with vindictive fury broke 
The (15) sable car which bore the God of Goldr 

11. 1. 

Now let the flowery wreath, the victor's pride> 
Adorn Ismenos ; let each street employ 

The hour^ in dance and social joy y 
Let Dirce from the silver wave arise. 
And old Asopus' daughters by her side. 

Forsaking their paternal stream, 

Conspire to aid our rapturous then^e^ 
And for Alcides daim the victor's prize. 
Ye Pythian rocks, with waving forests crown'd. 
And seats of Helicon's melodious choir. 

Come every Nymph, with cheerful sound. 
Visit these walls which to the clouds aspire; 
In helmed crop here warriors fiU'd the plains. 
Whose lineage undecay'd from age to age remains* 

11. 2. 
O ye, the partners of one nuptial bed, 
Happy Amphitryon, sprung from mortal race. 

And Jove, who rush'd to the embrac/s 
Of bright Alcmeua; for of thee aright, 
Tho* erst, O Jove, I doubted, was it said 

Thou didst enjoy that beauteous Dame ; 

With the renown his triumphs claim. 
Time thro' the world di^lays Alcides' might, 
Emerg'd from griesly Pluto's realms abhorr'd, 

(15) ThefoUowingexpIaiiatioQ of o|J& xiXonw oppa is ghren by Barnes 
in his notes ; *^ a metaphor taken from charioteers, who by driving on 
'* too furiously dash their chariots to pieces. But the poet calls tlie 
<< cliariot of riches black, eidicr because Plutus the God of Riches is 
** blind, and because gold blinds the souls of men, or because it is dug 
*^ out of the ground, and usually kept under locks, in chests, wd in 
'^ darkness." 
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Who quits the darksome caverns of the earthj 

To mie a far more Welcome lord, 
Than yon vile Tyrant of ignoble birth. 
Now to the bloody strife we lift our eyes ; 
The vengeful sword is bar'd^ if Justice haunt the skies. 

SEMICHORUS. 

Ha ! are we all by the same panic sei'/d ? 
My aged friends, what spectre, hovering o*er 
The palace, do I see ? — Those tardy feet 
Raise froni the%ground, precipitate thy flight, 
, Be gone. — From me, O Pdean, mighty King, 
Avert these evils. 

IRIS, A FIEND, CHORUS. 

IRIS. 

O, ye aged men. 
Be not dismayed : the Fiend whom ye behold 
Is daughter of old Night, and I am Iris, 
The Gods* embassadress. We are not come 
To harm your city; for we only war 
Against one man^ who, sprung 'tis said from Jove 
And froof Alcqena: till he had performed 
Severest labours. Fate preserved his life ; 
Nor did his father Jove permit, or me. 
Or Juno, e'er to hurt him : but, each toil 

. Enrystheus' hale enjoin'd, now he hath finish'd. 
Those oft-polluted hands with recent gore 

' Will Juno stain, by urging him to slay 
His children ; in this scheme I too conspire. 
Come on then, arm'd with a relentless heart, 
Unwedded Daughter of the pitchy Night ; 
Instill into that Heroes breast such frenzy . 
As shall o'erturn bis reason, and constrain him 
To perpetrate this murder; his wild steps 
Goad onward, throw the bloody cable forth^ 
That having sent this band of graceful Sons, . > 

Slain by their Father's arm, adown the galph 
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Of Acheroq, \h' effects of Jupp's wrath 
And mine^ he may e:icperience; for the Gods 
Would be mere things of qo account^ but great. 
Would be the power of man^ if he escap'd 
Unpunished, 

FIEND. 

I from npble Parents spring, 
Night is my Mother; ^nd that blood which strean^'d 
From the foul wound of (l6) Ouranus, my Sire : 
To me b^elppgs this jpraise, I 'gainst my friepds 
No envipiis ^ancpur feel, nor with delight 
Invade them; but this counsel would suggest 
To you and Juno, ere I see you rush 
Into a fatal error, if my words 
Can move you : He into who$e house you send me ^ 
Is not obscure, or 'm the realms beneath. 
Or yet among the Gods : for when o*er lands. 
Impervious erst^ and o'er the stormy waves. 
He had established peace, he to the Gods 
Their antient honours, which by impious noen 
Had been abolished, singly did restore. 
I therefore would dissuade yp^ frpm cp.ptriving 
^Gainst him these iQi8c)^iefs»n 

piame uot thou th? scbefl^^s 
Devis'd by Juno and by me (I7)? 

FIE^DU 

Yqur steps 
Into a better path, U9J^ that which l^^ds 
To evil, would I turn. 

(16) The account of the cruel treatnaent th» Father of the Gods 
(whose name sefferal of the dasrical writers amon^ the Latins reader 
Coelus) experienced ikam hit son 3aliinv and ol tk^ Foriea l^eiflg b«m of 
the blood which flia^e^ iroBpL lu$ wovqi^ is to b|j^ met; ^^ in Hie^o^. 

(17) Instead o^f lusiui, for wliich Sc^li^ substitutes natta, and Canteens* 
Barnes, and Carmelll, read j(«>«j I have followed Rei^kius and Dr. Mus- 
|rave in reading nafAM, and widi Ibe kttev ascribe to the Fiead th« 
lecond lin« «f «k^ ffeeclu 
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IRl«. 

The Wife of Jove 
Sent thee not hither to iici thus discreetly. 

FIEND. 

Witness, thou Sun, reluctant I oWy. 
Ihit if constrain'd to be the instrument 
or Juno's wrath and your% 1 with such speed 
As when the hound obeys the huntsman's voice. 
Your signal will attend; nor shall the deep 
Upheaving with a groan its troubled waves. 
The earthquake, or the thunderbolt, whose blast 
Is wing'd with fate, outstrip me, when I rush 
Into the breast of Hercules : the gates 
Will I burst open, and assail the house. 
First causing his devoted Sona to bleed ; 
JNor shall their murderer know that his own h^nd 
Slew those whom he begot, till he is rescued 
From the distraction I inspire. Behold 
He at the barrier stands, and shakes his head. 
And rolls in silence his distorted eyes, 
F^laming with anger. To contain his breath 
No longer able, like a bull, prepar'd 
To make the terrible assault, he bellows, 
And CciIIs the Furies from the dire abyss 
Of Tartarus. Thee I to a greater height 
Of frenzy soon will rouse, and thro' thy soul 
Cause my terrific clarion to resoupd* 
O noble Iris/ to Olympus' height 
Now wing your swift career, w^bile I, unseen. 
Will enter the abodes of Hercules. 

Excwit IRIS and Hic F]b^ p* 

CHORUS. 

Thou city, groan ; thy choicest flower, 
The Son of Jove, is cropp'd : O Greece, 
Thy benefactor's fatal houir 
Impends. To thee for ever lost, 
Assail'd by that infernal pe^. 
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The dauntless Chief, deprived of peace. 
Shall feel his agonizing breast 
With horrible distraction tost. 
Hence in her brazen chariot went 
. The raging Fiend, on mischief bent; 
She urges wiih a scorpion goad 
Her steeds along th' etherial road. 
That handred-headed child of Night, 
With all those hissing snakes around; 
From her envenom'd eye-balls bright 
The Gorgon thus directs the wound. 
^ Soon chang'd by Heaven's supreme decree. 
Is man's short-liv'd felicity. 
Ye infants, soon shall ye expire, 
Slain by your own distracted Sire. 
Ah me ! thy Son, without delay, 
Shall be left childless, mighty Jove ; 
For on his lortur'd soul shall prey 
Yon Fiend, and by the Powers above 
Vengeance commission'd to destroy. 

mansion erst the scene of joy ! 
To form a prelude to this dance. 
Neither the cheering timbrel's sound. 
Nor sportive Menades advance; 
Here human gore shall stream around. 
Instead of that refreshing juice. 
Which Bacchus' purple grapes produce. 
Away ye children. Hanger's nigh. 

For he who wakes this hostile strain. 
Traces your footsteps as ye fly ; 
Nor will the Fiend with fruitless rage, 
A war beneath those mansions wage. 
Alas ! we sink overwhelmed with woe. 
My tears shall never cease to flow. 

1 wail the Grandsire hoar with age. 
The Mother too who bore that traia 
Of lovely children, but in vain. 
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Lo what a tempest shakes the wall, 

And makes th' uprooted mansioD fall ! 

What meanest thou, frantic Son of Jove ? 

The hellish uproar thou dost raise. 

Filling the palace with amaze, i 

Is such as vex*d the realms above. 

Till issuing with victorious mighty 

Pallas invincible in fight 

The huge Enceladus oppressed, 

And pil'd all iEtna on his breast. 

MESSENGER, CHORUS. 

MESSENGER. 

O ye whose heads are whiten*d o'er with age ! 

CHORUS. 

Why dost thou call me with so loud a voice ? 

MESSENGER.^ 

Atrocious are the mischiefs which have happened 
Within the palace. 

CHORUS. 

I need now call in 
No other seer. The boys are slain. Ah me ! 

MESSENGER. 

Indulge your groans, for such events as these 
Demand them. 

CHORUS. 

By a foe, e'en by the hand 
Of their own Sire, in whom that foe they found. 

MESSENGER. 

No tongue can utter woes beyond what we 
Have suffer'd. 

CHORUS. 

What account hast thou to give 
Of the dire fate the Father on his Sons 
Inflicted? Sent by the avenging Gods, 
Say why such mischiefs visited this house. 
And bow the children miserably fell. 
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MESSENGER. 

To purify the house were victims. brought 
Before Jove's altar, after Hercules ' 

Had slain and cast the Monarch of this land' 
Forth from these doors. Beside the victor stood 
His band of graceful Children, with his Sire 
And Megara. The sacred vase was borne 
Around the altar : from ilUomen'd words 
We all abstaiii'd. But while Alcmena's Son 
la his right hand a kindled torch sustained, 
H^ady to dip it in the lustral water. 
He made a silent stand ; on this delay 
The Children stedfastly observ'd their Sire, 
But he no longer was the same ; his eyes 
Were seiz'd with strong convulsions, from their fibreft 
Blood started forth, his bearded cheeks with foam 
Were cover'd : he midst bursts of laughter wild 
Cried , ** Wherefore need I kindle^ O my Father, 
** The fire for sacrifice, ere 1 have slain 
*^ Eurystheus, in a double toil engag'd, 
^^ When I at once might belter finish all ? 
'^ Soon as I hither bring Eurystheus' head, 
^' These hands which reek already with the gore 
*[ Of Lyeus, will I cleanse. Pour forth those waters, 
*' Upon the groubd, and cast your urns away« 
'* Who brings my bow, my club ? I to Mycene 
'* Will go : let spades and levers be prepared, 
*' That I from their foundations may overturn 
'^ Those walls, which with the plummet and the line 
*' The Cyclops rear'd." Then eager to depart, 
Altho' he had no chariot, yet he talk'd 
As if he had one, fancying that he mounted 
The seat, and with his hand as with a thong 
Drove the ideal steeds. His servants laugh'd, 
And at the same tim6 trembled ; till one cried, 
(As on each other they with eager eyes 
Were gazing), " Doth my Master sport with us, 



'* Or is he frantic f" Meanwhile thro' tl)e palace » 
Backward and fpr^ard he wiih hpsty i^tep 
Was walking : but no sooner did he reach 
That spacious ball, where at the genial board 
The men arfs wop^ t' assemble, than he said 
That he was coni^ to ( 18) Nisus' antient city. 
And to th' imperial dome : and on the floor. 
As if reclining at the genial board. 
Bade us set forth the banquet. But the pause 
Which interven'd wds short, ere he exclaim'd. 
That he was traversing, the Isthmian jocks 
O'ergrowp witl^ woods ; then casting off bis maatle> 
He strove t)^o' tl^ere was no antagonist 
With whon^ Xo striye, proclaimed himself the vicWr, 
The name of tha^iiQaginary foe 
Announcing, over whom he had prevail'd : " 
But 'gainst Burystbeiis he anon did utter 
Menaces the pnost horrible, aad t^k 
As if he at Afycep^ bad been present* , . 

His Father strove to hold his vigorous arm, 
And said to hia^ ; ^^ What n^ean you, Q my Son ^ 
'^ What wand^ripgs into distant re^lma are these? 
*' Hath not tb^ blood of hipi you have ju&t slain 
*' Distracted you V* Then fo? £urysjLheus^' ^ive 
Mistaking his pwi^ Father, as lie strove 
. To touch his hf^^dy r^pell'd the tren^hhag suppUa^n( : 
Against his Sops, the quiver and tbe.bow^ 
Thinking to day ^e childr^u of j^ystheu^ 
He next made ren^J ^ ^^^y Virith tei:ror smitten 
Ran different ways ; the ^x^X beneath the rohfsi 
Of his unhappy JBdother skvlk'd; a secpivd 
Flew to the shade the lofty column foxm'd ^ 

(18) *' Megara is called the city of ^^sus by Pii^dar, and likewise if 
** Strabo, \yho says, that upon Attica being divided into four porti^p^ 
** Megwra w^s aHotted to Nisus, The history of Nisus and Scythi, and 
^ that Monardfa pvrpl^ lock of hair, is t» be Joe t vitii ia IM ei^ith 
^ book of Ovid's ]^|e|^i|||B^ox|)t^^ aq^ in AfaUoij<^ro^" SfV^s* 
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Under the altar quivering like a bird. 
The' last conceal'd himself ; their Mother cried, 
-" What mean'st th(»u, Othou Father, would'st thou slay 
*' Thy Sons P* Amphitryon too, that aged men, 
And all the servants shriek'd* But round the pillar 
The boy pursuing, he at length turned short. 
And meeting him, as foot to foot they stood, 
Trausfix'd his liver with a deadly shaft, 
Supine he fell, and with his streaming gore 
Distain^d the sculptured pillars, at whose base 
He breath*d his last. But, with a shout, Alcides 
Utter'd these boasts; '* One of Eurystheus' brood 
*' Slain by this arm, for the inveterate hate 
'* His Father bore me, to atone, here lies 
'^ A breathless corse:*' against another then, . 
Who to' the basis of the altar fled. 
And hop'd to scape unseen, he bent his bow ; 
But ere he gave the wound, the wretched youth 
Fell at his Father's knees, stretched forth his hands 
To touch his chin, or twine around his neck. 
And cried ; *' O spare my life, my dearest Sire, 
Yours, I am yours indeed ; nor will you slay 
Eurystheus' Son." But he with glaring eye^ 
Looked like a Gorgon, while the boy press'd on 
So close, he had no scope to aim the shaft. 
But as the smith the glowing anvil smites. 
Full on his auburn tresseahe discharg'd 
The ponderous mace, the crashing bones gave way. 
Scarce had he slain the «econd, when he ran 
To butcher his third son o*er both their corses : 
But the unhappy Mother in her arms 
Caught up, into an inner chamber bore ' 
The childi and closed the doors: but he, as if 
He had indeed been at the Cyclops' city. 
With levers from their hinges forc'd them, pierc'd 
His Wife and Oifspring with a single shaftj 
* And then to slay his aged Father msb'd 






HERCULES DISTRACTED. ' Ml 

With speed impetuous : but a spectre came. 

Which to our eves the aweful semblance bore 

Of Pallas brandishing her pointed spear. 

And threw a rocky fragment at the breast 

Of Hercules, which check'dhis murderous frenxy. 

And plutngM him into sleep: upon the ground 

Headlong be fell, where midst the ruins lay. 

Rent from its pede3tal a broken column : 

But rallying from our flight, we, by his Sire 

Assisted, to. the pillar bound him fast 

With thongs, that on his wakening from this trance 

He might commit no more atrocious deeds. 

There doth he taste an inauspicious sleep. 

First having slain his children and bis consort* 

I know no mortal more completely wretched. 

[Exit MESSBNQBH* 
CHORUS 

There was a murder in the Argive land 
Most wondrous and unparalleled thro' Greece 
In days of yore, which the confederate Daughterly 
Of Danaus perpetrated : but their crimes 
By the dire fate of Progne's only son 
Were far surpassed. I of a bloody deed 
Now speak which they committed, they whose voice 
Equals the (19) Muses' choir: but thou who spring'st 
From Jove himself, hast in thy frenzy slain 
AUthy three sons : for them what groans, what tears> 
What invocations to the shades beneath, 
' Or songs shall I prepare to soothe the rage 
Of griesly Pluto? Shiver'd on the ground 
The portals of that lofty mansion view, 
Behold the corses of the Children strelcht 

(19) ^' The Poet spet^ of this murder as committed by the MoNS, 
^' becaBse they who perpetrated it were metamorphosed into tmidiil ' 
*^ birds ; for Progne was clianged into a swallow, and Piiilomela into a 
« nigfatmgale, a bird emhiently dear to the Muses on account ef the ■ 
*' sweetness of her aong.'' Barnes. 



^ 
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Before their miserable Sire, whose senses^ 
Since he hath slain them, in proFoundest sleep 
Are buried. Mark those knotty cords around 
The brawny limbs of Hercules, entwin'd 
And to the columns in the palace fix'd. 
fiut old Amphitryon, like a bird who wails 
Over its callow brood, with tardy step 
Comes hither in the bitterness of grief. 

AMPHITRYON, CHORUS. 

The Palace gates thrown, openy discover HERCULES 
stretcht on the ground and sttepingC 

AMPHITRYON. 

Ye aged Thebans, will ye not be silent. 
Will ye not suffer him dissolv'd in sleep 
His miseries to forget ? 

CHORUS. 

These tears, these groans^ 
To you, O venerable Man, I pay. 
To those Miii Children, and the Chief renown'd, . 
' For his victorious conflicts. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Farther still 
lletiM ; forbear, forbear those clamorous sounds, 
LeiA his repose ye break, and from a trance 
The sleeper rouse* 

CHORUS. 

How dreadful was this slaughter! 

AMPHITRYON. 

Ha! ha ! begone^ for he in wild confusion 
Is starting up. Why will ye not lament. 
Ye aged men, in a more gentle tone ? 
Lest rous'd from sleep he burst his chains, destroy 
The city, smite his Sire, and with the ground 
Lay these proud mansions leveL 

CHORUS. 

Thifrlhold 
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Impossible. 

AMPHITRYON, 

Be silent, I will mark 
Whether he breathe ; let me place my ear 
Still closer. , 

CHORUS. 

Sleeps' he? 

AMPHITRYON. 

An accurst repose, ' ' 
Alas! he taste«, who hath his Consort slain, * 

And slain his Sons with that resounding bow. 

CHORUS. 
Now wail. 

AMPHITRYON. 

I wail those Children's fate. 
CHORUS. 

Your Son, » 
Alas, Old Man, our eqaal pity claims. fL 

• AMPHITRYON. 

Observe strict silence, for again he rises * 

And turns around : I will conceal myself 
Beneath that roof. 

CHORUS. 

Be of good cheer r night seals 

The eye-lids of yoar Son. .■> ■ . 

AMPHITRYON. 

Mark, mark me well, , 
I am so wretched that without reluctance 
I can bid life adieu : but if he kill 
Me too who am his Father, guilt on gailt 
Shall he accumulate, knd join the stings 
Of parricide to those which from tlie Furies 
Who haunt him, he already doth endure. 

CHORUS. 
Better you then had died, when you prepar'd 
T avenge the slaugbter'd Brothers of Alcmenn, 
And storm'd the fortress of the Taphian isle* 
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AMPHITRYON. 

Fly, leave the palace iostafitly ; avoid 
That frantic man, who from his sleep is rous'd. 
For adding soon fresh slaughter to the past. 
With Bacchanalian transport shall he range 
Thro* Cadmus* city. 

CHORUS. 

Why hast thou, O Jove^ 
Hated thy Son so bitterly, and plunged him 
Into this sea of troubles ? 

HERCtJLES (wakUig). 

Ha ! I breathe, 
And view each wonted object, air, and eiarth. 
And these bright solar beams. Into what storm> 
What dreadful perturbation of the soul 
Have I been plung'd ! all heated I transpire. 
Not from my lungs, but from my feverish heart. 
Behold me ! wherefore am I bound with chains. 
Like a disabled ship tow'd into haven, 
And by this youthful chest and nervous arm 
.Toin'd to a broken pillar? Here I sit 
Contiguous to the corses of the slain. 
My winged shafts lie scattet'd on the ground^ 
With tliat unerring bow which erst I bore 
In war to guard me, and with care preserved* 
Sent by Eurj-stheus, am I then arrived 
A second time at the drear shades^ beneath ? 
Neither the rock of Sisiphus,.nor. Pluto, 
Nor Ceres' sceptred Daughter, do I see. 
I sure am stricken senseless with amazement. 
And know not where I am. But ho ! what friend 
Is near, or at a distance, who will come 
To give me information r For each object 
Which I was erst acquainted with seems strange. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Shall I approach this scene of my afflictions^. 
Ye aged men ? 
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CHORUS. 

I will attend your steps. 
Nor meanly in calamity betray you. 

HERCULES. 

Why dost thou weep, my Sire, aiid veil those eyes. 
Retiring far from thy beloved Son ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

My Son — for tho' unhappy, you are mine. 

HERCULES. 

But what calamity do I endure 
That causes thee to shed these tears ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

Your woes 
Are such, that any God, if he endur*d 
The same, would groan^ 

HERCULES. 

This hath a dreadful sound : 
But you, my fortunes have not yet explain'd. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Because if you your senses have recovered 
Yoqfself behold them. 

HERCULES. 

Tell me what thou mean'st. 
If to my charge thou lay'st some recent crime. 

AMPHITRYON. 

If you no longer to the Powers of Hell 
Are subjected, the truth will I unfold. 

HERCULES. 

Alas ! how darkly thou again allud'st 
To what my soul suspects. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Your looks I watch 
To see if reason wholly be restored. 

HERCULES. 

I recollect not that I e'er was frantic. 
AMPHITRYON to the Chorus. 

Shall I unbind the shackles of my Son, 

VOL. 111. Q 
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Or how must we proceed ? 

HERCULES. 

Say who was he 
That bound me, for with scorn have I been treated ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

Thus much of your afflictions may you know: 
Forbear all farther questions. 

HERCULES. 

Is thy silence 
Sufficient then to teach me what I wish 
To learn ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

O JoTe^ dost thou behold the curses 
HurFd on thy Son from envious Juno's throne I 

HERCULES. 

What dire effects of her inveterate rage 
Have I eudoi^d i 

AMPHITRYON. 

Of that vindictive Goddess 
No longer thii^ : but to your own afflictions 
Attend. j^ 

HERCULES. 

Alas! I utterly am ruin'd ! 
What farther ill would'st thou disclose ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

Sec there 
The corses of your mnrder'd children lie. 

H£RCUi:£S. 

Alas ! what dreadful objects strike these eyes ! 

AMPHITRYON. 

My Son, against youc progeny you wag'd 
An inauspicious war. 

HERCULES. 

Why talk of war ? 
Who slew them ? 

MsmrrRYON. 

You^ ymr arrows, and tbe cause 
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Of all these inischiefe, that remorseless Goddess. 

HERCULES* 

What mean'stthou, or what crime have I committed^ 
My Father, O thou messenger of ill ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

By frenzy urg'd. But you such questions ask; 
As I with grief must answer. 

HERCULES. 

Have I murdered 
My Consort also ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

All these deeds of horror 
That single arm did perpetrate. 

HERCULES. 

Alas ! 
A cloud of griefs surrounds me. 

AMPHITRYON. 

For this cause / 

Your fortunes I lament. 

HERCULES. 

Have I demolished 
My own house too^ with Bacchanalian rage 
InspirM ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

The whole of what I know amounts 
To this, that that you are most eompletely wretched. 

HERCULES. 

Where did this fatal madness seize me first ? 

AMPHITRYON. 
As round the altar, you, a ilaming brand. 
To expiate the foul murder which distains 
Your hands, i^ere bearing. 

HERCULES. 

Ah ! why lengthen out 
•A guilty life, when of my dearest Children 
I am become the murderer f why delay 
To leap from the high rock, or with a sword 
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Transpierce this bosom, on myself their blood 

Avenging ? or t* avert that infamy 

Which waits me, shall I rush into the flames? 

But Theseus comes to bar these desperate counsels. 

My kinsman and my friend; in a true light 

To him shall I appear, and the pollution 

I have incurred by slaying my own Sons 

Will be conspicuous to my dearest comrade. 

What shall I do; or where can I find out 

A solitude impervious to my woes? 

On rapid wings, O could I mount, or plunge 

Into the nether regions of the earth ? 

Give me a veil to darken o'er my head* 

For 'tis with shame I think on the offence 

Caus'd by this deed : but to myself alone 

Ascribing the defilement of their blood, 

I wish not to contaminate the guiltless. 

THESEUS, AMPHITRYON, HERCULES, 

CHORUS. 

THESEUS. 

An armed squadron of Athenian youths 
I hither bring, who near Asopus* stream 
Are station'd to assist your Son in battle. 
For to the city of Erectheus' race 
A rumour came, that Lycus, having seized 
The sceptre of this land, is waging war 
'Gainst you. O aged Man, I to repay 
The benefits which Hercules conferr'd 
On me, whom from the dreary shades beneath 
In safety he redeemed, on your behalf 
Attend, if of this arm, or of my troops, 
Ye need the help. But, ha, what means the floor 
With weltering corses heap'd ? hath my design 
Prov'd ineflectual ? am I then arriv'd 
Too late to remedy the dreadKui mischiefs 
Which have already la'en eflfect r who slew 
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Those Children, or whose Consort was the Dame 
Whom I behold? for where the boys are laid. 
No signs appear of any battle fought : 
But sure I of some other recent ill 
Now make discovery. 

AMPHITRYON. 

thou Goddess, thron'd 
Upon that hill where verdant olives spring. 

THESEUS. 

Why speak you to me in this piteous tone. 
And with such prelude i 

AMPHITRYON. 

Grievous are the ills 
W^hich we endure thro' Heaven's severe behest. 

THESEUS. 

What boys are they o'er whose remains you weep ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

Them did my miserable Son beget. 
And when begotten slay, this impious murder 
He dar'd to perpetrate. 

THESiEUS, 

£xpress yourself 
In more auspicious terms. 

AMPHITRYON. 

1 wish t' obey 
Th' injunctions thou hast given. 

THESEUS. 

What dreadful words 
Are these which you have utter'd. 

AMPHITRYON. 

In a moment 
Were we undone. 

THESEUS. 

What mean you, what hath happened t 

AMPHITRYON. 

'This frenzy seiz'd him sprin'kled with the venom, 
Which from the hundred-headed Hydra flow'd. 
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THESEUS. 

Such Juno's wrath. . But who, O aged Man, 
(20) Stands 'mong the dead ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

My Son, my valiant Son, 
Inur*d to many toils, who in that war 
Where Earth's Gigantic brood were slain, advanced 
Among the Gods to the Phlegraean field 
Arm'd with- his buckler. 

THESEUS. 

Ah, what mighty chief 
Was e'er so wretched ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

Scarcely shalt thou know 
A man with greater labours vex'd, ,and doom'd 
To wander thro' more regions. 

THESEUS. 

But why veils he 
Beneath that robe his miserable head ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

Because thy presence, friendship's sacred ties 
Added to those of kindred, and the gore 
Of his slain children, fill his soul with shame. 

THESEUS. 
I with his griefs am come to sympathise ; 
Uncover him. 

AMPHTTRYON. 

That garment from your eyes 
Remove, display your visage to the sun. 
It ill becomes my dignity to weep : 
Yet I a suppfiant strive to touch your beard, 

(30) The evident corruption of the antient reading does not appear to 
faRTebeen remedied by any manuscript; instead therefore of rtg ^"Ka 
nn^y -which it is impossible to make sense of, almost every editor and 
commentator has furnished his own conjecture ; among a variety of 
which I have met with none that seems to me preferable to ft; ^ of iv 
«m^, proposed by Mr. Heatli. 
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Your knees, your hand, and shed these hoary teari. 
O ciirh your soul, my Son, whose fierceness equals 
Thai of the lion, else 'twill hurry you 
To hloody impious nige, and make you add 
JVlischiefs to mischiefs. 

THESEUS. 

Ho ! on thee I call. 
On thee, who to that seat of misery seem'st 
Fast riveited ; permit thy friends to see ^ 
Thy face : for darkness bath no cload to black 
-As to conceal thy woes. Why dost thou wave 
Thy hand, and point to those whom thoa hast slaii/ • 
Lest by this converse I pollute mys^f ? 
T am not loth to share thy woes: I erst 
Was happy (which my soul is ever bound 
To recollect with gratitude) when thou 
From helTs loath'd gloom, the mansion of the dead. 
Didst safely bear me to the reahns of light. 
For I abhor th* attachment of those friends 
Which time impairs, him too who wouM e^joy 
Their better fortunes, but refuse to sail 
In the same bark with those who prove unblestt 
Rise up, unveil thy miserable head 
And look on me. A noble mind sustains 
Without reluctance what the Gods inflict. 

HERCULES. 

Did you, O Theseus, see me slay my Childrem? ^ 

THESEUS. 

I heard, and now behold the ills thou speak'st of. 

HERCULES. 

Then why didst thou Uncover to the sun 
My guilty head ? 

THESEUS. 

Why not ? canst thou, a man. 



Pollute the Gods? 



H^tCULES. 

Avaunt^ O wretcb> «vaai|t^ 



«(^ - ^ 
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For I am all contagion. 

THESEUS. 

To a friend 
No mischief from his friend can be transmitted. 

HERCULES. 

Your conduct I applaud^ nor will deny 
That I have serv'd you. 

THESEUS. 

I who erst received 
Those favours at thy hands, now pity thee* 

HERCULES. 

I am indeed an object of your pity^ 
From having slain my Sons. 

THESEUS. 

For thee I weep. 
Because to me thou heretofore wert kind 
When vex'd by other ills. 

HERCULES. 

Did you e'er meet 
With those who were more wretched ? 

THESEUS. 

Thy afflictions 
> Are of such giant bulk^ that they to Heaven 
Reach from this nether wprld. 

HERCULES. 

Hence am I ready 
For instant death. 

THESEUS. 

Canst thou suppose the Go : > 
Regard thy threats ? 

HERCULES. 

Self-wiird are they and crue 
And I defy the Gods. 

THESEUS. 

Restrain thy tongue. 
Lest thou by uttering such presumptuous words 
Encrease thy sufferings. 
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HERCULES. 

I \^ith woes am fraught 
Already^ nor remains there space for more. 

THESEUS. 

But what design'st thou ? whither art thou borne 
With frantic rage i 

HERCULES. 

In death will I return 
To those abodes beneath, whence late I came. 

THESEUS. 

Thou speak'st the language of a vulgar man. 

HERCULES. 

Exempt from all calamity yourself. 
On me these admonitions you bestow. 

THESEUS. 

Are these fit words for Hercules to use. 
Who many toils eudur'd? 

HERCULES. 

I had not suifer'd 
Thus much, if any bounds had circumscribed 
My labours. 

THESEUS, 

Benefactor of mankind. 
And their great friend ? 

HERCULES. 

From them no aid I find ; 
[But Juno triumphs. 

THESEUS. 

Greece will not permit thee 
To ^rish unregarded. 

HERCULES. 

Hear me now, 
"That % mth reason your advice may combat ; 
To younvU I explain both why it is 
And longfhath been impossible for me 
To live ; and first, because from him, I springs 
Who^ liaving slain the Father of Aicmena, 
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Defil'd with murder, wedded her who bore me. 

When thus the basis of a family 

Is laid in guih, the children must he wretched. 

But Jove (or some one who assumed the name 

Of Jove) begot me ; hence to Juno's hate 

Was I obnoxious. Yet, O let not this 

Offend thine ear, old Man, for thee, not Jove^ 

I deem my real Sire. While yet I hung 

An infant at the breast, Jove's Wife by steahh 

Sent snakes into my cradle to destroy me. 

But after I attained the bloom of manhood. 

Of what avail were it, should I recount 

The various labours I endur'd, what Lions, 

What Typhons with a triple form, what Giants, 

Or w4iat four-footed Centaurs, who in crowds 

Rush'd to the battle, by this arm were slain ? 

How 1 dispatch*d the Hydra too, that Monster 

With heads surrounded, branching out anew, 

And having sufFer'd many toils beside, 

Went to the mansions of the dead, to bring 

Hell's triple-headed Dog into the realms 

Of light, for thus Eurystheus had enjoined ? 

But I at last, wretch that I aui, this murder 

Did perpetrate, and my own Childi^n slay, 

That to their utmost sammit I might raise 

The miseries of this house. My fate is such 

That in my native Thebes I must not dwell : 

But if I here continue, to what temple 

Or friends can I repair ? for by such curses 

I now am visited, that none will dare 

To speak to me. To Argos shall I go ? 

How can I, when my coun<«ry drives me forth r 

To any other «ity should I fly. 

The consequence weiie this : with Joofcg askfAice 

I should be view'd as one well known, and harrass'd 

With these repioa^eties by malignant tongues; 

" Is not thU he, the Son of Jo\Te, who murder'd 
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" His ChiWroii and liis Consort? from ihis-land 
*' Shail not th* accursed miscreant be expell'd ?'* 
To him vviio was call'd happy once, such change 
Is bitterness indeed : as for the man 
Whose sufferings are perpetual, him, when wretched 
No kinsman pities. I to such a pitch 
Of woe shall come, I deem, at length, that Earth, 
Uttering a voice indignant, will forbid me 
To touch its surface, Ocean, o'er its waves. 
And every river, o'er its streams, to pass. 
1 shall be Hke Ixion then, with chains 
Fix*d to the wheel. Twere better that no Greek 
With whom I in my happier days convcrs'd 
Should see me more. What motive can I have 
For living i or to me of what avail 
Were it to keep possession of this useless. 
And this unholy being i (iush*d with joy, 
Let Jove*s illustrious Consort, in the dance, 
Strike with her sandals the resplendent floor 
Of high Olympus : for she now hath gain'd 
Her utmost wish, and from his basis torn 
The first of Grecian warriors. Who can pray- 
To such a Goddess, who, with envy stung, 
Because Jove lov'd a woman, hath destroy VI 
The benefactors of the Grecian realm. 
Those blameless objects of her hate ? 

THESEUS. 

This mischief 
Springs from no God except the Wife of Jove. 
Well dost thou judge, in saying that 'tis easier 
To give thee wholesome counsel, than ensure 
Such agonies. But no man 'scapes unwounded 
By Fortune, and no God ; unless the songs 
Of anticnt Bards mislead. Have not the Gods 
Among themselves form'd lawless marriages ? 
Have they not bound in ignominious chains 
Their Fathers, to obtain a throne r 1% Heaven 
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Yet dw^ll they, and bear up beneath the load 

Of all then* crimes. But what canst thou allege. 

If thou, frail mortal as thou art, those ills 

Immoderately bewail'st to which the Gods 

Without reluctance yield ? from Thebes retire, 

Since thus the laws ordain ; and follow me 

To Pallas* city: when thy hands are there 

Cleans'd from yollution, I to thee will give 

A palacC) and with thee divide my wealth. 

The presents which the Citizens to me 

Appropriated, when twice seven blooming victims 

I by the slaughter of the Cretan (2 J) Bull 

Redeem'd, on thee will I bestow. For portions 

Of land are thro' the realm to me assign'd : 

These, while thou liv'st, hemceforth shall by thy name 

Be caird : but after death when to the shades 

Of Pluto thou descend'st, with sacrifice 

And with the sculptur'd tomb, shall Athens grace 

Thy memory. For her citizens have gain'd 

This fairest wreath from every Grecian state. 

By yielding succour to the virtuous man 

Their glories are augmented : and to thee 

Will I repay with gratitude the kindness 

Which thou deserv'st for saving me; for thou 

Hast need of friends at present : but no friend 

(21) Minos, according to Apollodoros, in order to prove that the 
Gods had bestowed on him the kingdom of Crete, prayed to Neptune 
that a Boll (which he vowed to offer him in sacrifice) might rise from 
the sea. His petition was granted : bat he sent this Boll, which was 
uncommonly beaHtiful, among, his own herds, and took anotiier for a 
victim. The God was incensed; and inspired Pasiphae, the wife of 
Minos, with aiT unnatural love for the Bull, which was for a time 
concealed by means of her accomplice Dsedalus, who constructed 
tlie Labyrinth, till she brought forth a monster of a mixed species 
called the Miiiotaur, who had the face of a Bull, and the rest of his 
form human. Tlie Athenians, being afflicted by a plague, were ordered 
by the oracle to furnish annually seven striplings and seven virgins to be 
devoured by this monster, till Theseus slew the Minotaur, and thereby 
put an end to this deniable tribute* ' 
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Is wanted when the Gods confer renown ; 
For, if he wills, Jove's aid is all-sufficient. 

HERCULES. 

You hold a language foreign to my griefs. 
But I suppose not that the Gods delight 
In lawless nuptials, that their hands are bound 
With galling chains, nor did I e'er believe. 
Nor can I be convinc'd, that one bears rule 
Over another. For a Deity 
If he be truly such, can stand in need 
Of no support. But by some lying Bard * 
Those miserable fables were devisM. 
Altho' I am most wretched, yet I thought 
I might be charg'd with cowardice for leaving 
These realms of light. For he who bears not up 
Xjainst adverse fortune, never can withstand 
The weapon of his foe, I aiq resolv'd 
To wait for death with firmness : to your city 
Meantime will I retreat, and am most grateful 
For your unnumbered gifts. Unnumber'd labours 
.Have I been erst acquainted with; from none 
Did I e'er shrink, these eyes did never stream 
With tears, nor thought I that I e'er should come 
To such a pitch of meanness as to weep : 
But now, it seems, must Fortune be obey'd. 
I am content. — Thon, O my aged Sire, 
Behold'st mv exile, thou in me behold'st 
The murderer of mv Children; to the tomb 
Consign their corses with funereal pomp. 
And o'er them shed the tributary tear : 
For me the laws allow not to perform 
This office. Let their Mother, e'en in death. 
Clasp to her breast, and in her arms sustain. 
Our wretched offspring, whom in evil hour 
I slew reluctant. But when thou with earth 
Hast cover'd them, thy residence still keep 
Here in this city, miierably indeed. 
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Yet on tliy soul lay this constraint^ to bear 
With me the woes which I most deeply feel. 
The very Sire, ye Children, who begot, 
Murdcr'd you ; no advantage ye derive 
From what this arm by all my labours gain'd* 
And from ypur Father's triumphs no renown. 
Have not I slain thee too who didst preserve 
My bed inviolate, and o'er my liouse 
Long watch with patient care? ah me ! my Wife, 
My Sons: but how much more to be lamented 
Am I myself, from them for ever torn ? 
Ye melancholy joys of kisses lavished 
On their remains, and ye my loath'd companions^ 
The weapons which I still retain, but doubt 
Whether to keep or dash them to the ground : 
For they, while at my side they hang, will seem 
To utter these reproachful words; *' With us 
*^ Thy Consort and thy Children hast thou slain, 
'' Yet thou ihp very instruments preserv'st 
** Which were their murderers.*' After such a charge 
Can I still bear them ? what can I allege f 
But stripping off those arms with which thro' Greece 
I have atchiev'd full many glorious deeds, 
Shall I expose myself to those who hate me> 
And die ignobly? I must not abandon 
' JBut keep them still, tho' sorrowing. Aid me> Theseus^ 
In this one enterprise; to Ar^os go 
And for your Friend obtain^ the great reward 
Promised for dragging from the shades of hdl 
That execrable Hound : lest if by you 
Deserted, I thro' grief for my slain Children 
Should come to some calamitous end. Thou realm 
Of Cadmus, and ye citizens of Thebes, 
With tresses shorn, in concert weep ; the tomb 
Of my slain Children visit, there bewail. 
In one funereal dirge, the dead^ and me; 
For smitten with the same dire scourge of fate 
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By Juno, we all perish. 

THESEUS, 

Hapless man, 
Arise ; enough of tears. 

HERCULES. 

I cannot rise, . 
These limbs are now grown stiff. 

THESEUS. 

Calamity 
Subdues the valiant. 

HERCULES. 

Would I were a stone. 
Insensible to sufferings ! 

THESEUS. 

Cease these plaints ; 
And to the friend who comes to serve thee, give 
Thy hand. 

HERCULES. 

But let me not wipe off the blood 
Upon your garments. 

THESEUS. 

Wipe it off, nor scruple, 
For I object not. 

HERCULES. 

Of my Sons bereft. 
In you the likeness of a Son 1 find. 

THESEUS. 

Fling round my neck thine arm : FIl lead the way, 

HERCULES. 

A pair of friends : tho' one of us be wretched. 
Such, O my aged /Father, is the man 
We ought to make a friend. 

THESEUS. 

His native realm 
Produces an illustrious progeny. 

HERCULES. 

Turn me around, that I may see my Sons. 
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THESEUS. 

Hoping such philtre mav thy griefs appease. 

HERCULES. 

This earnestly I wish for, and would clasp 
My Father to this bosom. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Here, lo, here. 
For what my Son desires, to me is grateful. 

THESEUS. 

Of all the labours thou didst erst atchieve^ 
Hast thou thus lost the memory ? 

HERCULES. 

All those ills 
Were less severe than what I now experience. 

THJBSEUS. 

Should any one behold thee grown jinmanly. 
He could not praise thee. 

HERCULES. 

Tho' to you I seem 
Degraded to an abject life ; I trust 
That I my former courage shall resume. 

THESEUS. 

Where now is the illustrious Hercules? 

HERCULES. 

What had you been, if still you in the shades 
Had miserably dwelt ? 

THESEUS. 
Then sunk my courage 
Beneath the meanest of the human race. 

HERCULES. 

Why then persist in saying that my woes 
Have quite subdued me ? 

THESEUS. 
Onward. 

HERCULES. 

Grood old Man, 
Farewell. 
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AMPHITRYON. • 

Farewell too, O my Son. 

HERCULES. 

My ChUdrea 
Tnter as I directed. 

AMPHITRYON. 

O, my Son, 
But who will bury me ? 

EEERCULES. 

I. 

AMPHITRYON. 

When will you 
Come hither ? 

HERCULES. 

After thou hast for my Children 
Performed that pious office. 

AMPHITRYON. 

How? 

HERCULES. 

I'll fetch the« 
From Thebes to Athens. — - Bear into the palace 
My Children's corses which pollute the ground. 
But as for me, who have disgraced and plung'd 
My house in ruin, I will follow Theseus, 
Tow'd like a batter'd skiflp. Whoe'er preferi 
Wealth or dominion to a stedfast friendj 
Judges amiss. 

CHORUS. 

Most wretched, drown'd in tears^ 
Keft of our great protector, we depart* 
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A PEASANT OF MYCENE. 

ELECTRA. 

ORESTES.. ' * 

PYLADES. 

CHORUS OF ARGIVE COUNTRY WOMr.X. 

CLYTEMNESTRA, 

OLD MAN. 

MESSENGER. 

CASTOR AND POLLUX. 

SCENE— O^* THE BORDERS OF TI:E ARGIVE D0MINI0N3^ 
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P£ASA^^T. 

T. 
Hou, aatient land of Argos^ and ye streams 

Of Inachusj whence, in a thousand ships 

The war conducting, to the Phryginn coast 

Sail'd Agamemnon : after he had slain . 

Priam the king of llion, and overthrown 

The fam'd Dardanian cily> he return*d 

To these his Argive realms^ and in the templett 

On high affixed unnumber'd trophies torn 

From the Barbarians, There indeed was. Fortune 

To him propitious: but in his owa palace. 

He, by the treacherous arts of Clytemnestra 

His Consort, died, and curst ^gisthus' hand 

Thyestes' Son : e'en thus of th' antient sceptre 

Of Tantalus bereft, thps vilely perished 

The mighty Chief, Now o'er this counln^ reigns 

-^gisthus, and possesses Tyndarus* Daughter, 

The Wife of the Deceas*d : but as for those 

He left at home when he to llion sail'd. 

His Son Orestes, and the blooming Nymph 

Electra ; an Old Man, who erst had foster'd 

His Father's childhood, hence by stealth convey'd 

Orestes, whom ^gisthus would have slain. 

And bore him to the Phocian realm, for Strophius 

To educate : while in her Father*s house 

Electra still remained .* Soon as the bloom 

Of riper years adorn'd bet: cheeks, the first 

Of Grecian heroes woo'd her : but ^gisthus 

Fearing lest haply to some Argive Prince 

She should bear Sons who might avenge the death 

Of Agamemnon, .91996 jit homQ conftn'd^' 
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Nor would affiance her to any Bridegroom. 

But since here too great danger lay, in secret, 

Lest by some nobk youth she might be pregnant ;, 

He with atrocious cruelty resolv'd 

To murder her : yet, tho' to virtue lost. 

Her Mother sav'd her from ^gisthus* hand. 

For with a fair pretence had she been arm'd 

Against her slaugbtei^cf Husband, but now feared 

She by her Children's murder might provoke 

The public hate. -3Egi«tbus therefore fram'd 

This stratagem ; to whosoe'er shall slay 

The Son of Agamemnon, who had 'scap'd, 

A voluntary exile, from this land^ 

He promrs'd large rewards, and for a Wife 

Electra gave to me, who am the Son 

Of Argive parents, and on this account 

Fear no malign reflections, for I spring 

From an iHustrious rate, tlio' my possessions 

Are scanty, whence my noble birth to me 

Proves ineffectual : that bestowing her 

In marriage on a man of hmnble station. 

He from her I|nsband might have less to fear. 

For if some youth of ant exalted rank 

Had wedded her, that vengeance for the death 

Of Agamemnon, which at present sleeps. 

His interest might have rous'd into a flame, 

So had ^gisthus suflfer'd as he ought. 

That I did ne'er contaminate her bed. 

For me can Venus witness ; she remains 

A virgin still : unworthy as I am, 

The Daughter of so great a mart I bhish 

To violate. But I bewail the fate 

Of that unhappy Prince, Orestes, join'd 

In nominal affinity with nie. 

Should he, returning to the Argive lafnd. 

His Sister's hapless marriage e*er behold. 

As for the wretch who brands me with the name 
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Of fool, because^ tiltfco* ittlo mj huase 
I have received a virgio in the bloom 
Of youth', from her embraces I abstatn. 
Let him know thi9> by the perverted line 
Of his own soul he measures continence^ 
And is himself the i'deoe he despises. 

ELECTRA^ PEASANT. 

EL£€TltA* 

O sable Night, nurse of yon goldev slaxs. 
Who aid*st me, whife sustaining on my heacf ' 
This ponderous vase, I from the river bring 
Its waters ; not because I am reduc'd 
To such grerft indigence, but that the wrongs 
lHAx>m iBgisthns ivtflkr, to the Gods 
May be display'd, while I, send up the^e plaints 
Into the spacious fields of air, addrest 
To my departed Sire. Ifor "lyndarus* Daughter, 
That most maltgtiaftt w^oman, my own M'other, 
Hath from the regttl mansion cast me forth. 
To gratify her Lord. She, having borne 
A second race of Cbi4dTen to ^gisthns, 
Looks on Ojrestes, and on wretched me. 
As strangers to her house. 

FEASANT. 

' Why thus for me^ 

Unhappy Virgin, tdil'sti thou f why perform ' * ' 
Such menial offices, Othou who erst' 
Wert delicately nnrtui-^rf, lior desist 
At my entreaty? 

ELECntA. 

Yon I hold a friend 
Equal in worth to the immortal Gods : 
For you have never sported with my sorrows. 
Blest is the fate of mortals, when they find 
In their adversity such healing aid 
As I from you ecxpe#ience« Tbo' unbidden> 
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I oughtj exerting all my strengtb, to make . 
Your toils the lighter, and with you divide. 
The load^ that you more easily may bear tbem^ 
Laborious tasks enough without these doors t • 
To you belongs but ^tisi on me incumbent . - -. .-.i 
0*er each domestic office to preside: • 
For when the labourer from abroad returns^ 
How sweet is it to find all well within ! 

PEASANTr 

If such tby pleasure, go : for from this bou30. \ ^ 
The fountains are. ngt distant* ; But when first .. < / 
Appears the. day, \yill I drive forth my oxen, . . 
And sow the furrows. For no: slothful man, \ 

Who is for ev^r prating of the Gods^ 
Can gain a sustenance exempt fromtoiU : . {Exeun^A 

.: . ORESTES. 

TheCy O my PyJades^ 1 deem the first 
Of men, for tby fidelity and friendship, ... 
And my unsever'd comrade ; for thou only » 

Hast still attached thyself to thy.OreBt^ . 
Thus wjretched as I am,^ and suffering wrongs ., 
Most dreadful from iEgisthus, who bath slaia ,^ 

IVIy Sire, assisted in that impious deed 
By my aba,udQn*d Mothei?.; But I come. 
For thus the Gods' oracular r^pppses . , / .. : 
Directed, to my natal jftrgiv^^soili^ '».);;. 
With no man's privity ,l?ut thirae,. t^ wrcfik,. . , 

On those who murder'd him*, my Father'f^^d^Qth : 
This very night I visited iijs ton^b, 
Aqd o'er it shed full many a. duteous tear; 
My tresses cut, and sprinkled on the pyre . • 
The blood of a slain sbe^Pr, all unobserved 
By the tyrannic rulers of the land. 
X do not set my foot within the walls. 
But havingjiram'd at onpe t^^o 4ii3EieJf^.at prpjects, . . _ 



Come to the borders of this realm, by flight. 

That to some other land I may. escape. 

If any spy should know mq while I search / 

My Sister out, (for here they say she dwells, 

Join'd in the nuptial bond, and is no longer 

A virgin) that with her I may converse. 

And for my partner in the bloody deed. 

Receiving her, with certainty learn all 

That passes in the city. Let us no.w, . , J 

Because the morn her shining forehead reaj*.^ ,. ^^.^^j^ 

Step from the beaten path aside: for sopn 

Will there some husbandman or female servant y 

To us appear, of whom we may enquiry 

If here my Sister dwell. .But I behold 

Some menial Damsel, on her shorn head bearing 

A ponderous vase of water; let us sit ..: ,•/ 

And listen, if perchance she may let fall 

Some word relating to the iinportant schemes, 

O Pylades, which brought us.to tl^is land. 

\Thei/ retreat to the back Part of the Stt^e* 

ELECTRA/ '^ 

ODE. 
I. 

Haste, for the time admits not of delay, 

•My gentle comrades hither haste 
And shed, O shed the sympathetic tear. 
Ah me! from Agamemnon mighty Chief^ 

And Clytemnestra, hnted child i 

Of Tyndarus, I derive my birth. 
By pirying Citizens 
Electra the unhappy am I nam'd, 
Sentenc'd to toil thro' a disastrous life ; 

But thou, my Sire, meantime are stretcht, 
O Son of Atreus, 'midst the drear abodes 

Of Orcus, by thy Consort slain. 

And curst .^gisthus' bloody hand. 
/ Repeat, my friends^ the plaintive strain ; 
Th' afHicted find a luxury in tears. 
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n. 

- Haste^ for the time admits not of delay^ 

My gentle comrades hither baste 
And shed, O shed the sympathetic tear. 
Ah me ! my wretched Brother^ in what realm^ 

What house art thou enslaved, to woes 

Inevitable woes expos'd 
In her paternal dome 
Leaving thy Sister ? aid me, righteous Jove, 
Rescue thy votary compass'd by distress, 

And of my Father^s cruel death 
Now shew thyself th' avenger, to his home 

Recall Orestes, exiPd youth. 

Take from ttiy head this ponderous vase. 

That, in a tone more audible^ 
With midnight plaints I may address my Sire; 

III. 
For thee who sleep'st beneath the hollow ground, 

I wake the clamorous song, the dirge 
To which grim Pluto listens with delight. 

Such is my daily exercise ; 

Rend with my nails my bleeding neck. 
And strew these auburn tresses in the dust. 
Some tuneful cygnet gliding down the stream, 

Thus calls upon, her parexkt bird. 

Caught in the treacherous snare. 

Who perished : with like strains I wail 
Thee, O my Sire, o*er whom the laver*s drops 

Were sprinkled for the last last time 

On that most piteous bed of death. 

To thee, my Sire, the murderous axe 
Then gave the fatal stroke 
And in a fatal hour didst thou (1) repose, 
After thy voyage from the Phrygian shore. 

(l)In the stead of /S^Xo;, propter condliom, which in thi« passage 
appeared to me qnitt-nnfaitenigibley f bate sabstitated tscfu>as, tiie g^eni* 
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Thy Consort, nor with dradem 
Receiv*d thee, nor with ftowery wreath. 

But privy to -ffigisthus* foul design. 

The two-edg^d falchion raised to aid her paramoim 

CHORUS, ELECTRA. 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

L 1. 

(2) O, Daughter of Atrides> I with haste 

Repair tot this thy rustic home: 
A man who feeds on milk^ inur'd to roam 

Over Ithe mountain's dreaiy waste, 
From Argos comes, and tells us they proclaitn 
That solemn feast the third revolving day. 

When the assembled virgins gay 
In concert celebrate Saturnia's name ; 

ELECTRA. 
IL 1. 

Nor can the splendor of a noble birth, 
Or costly gems elate my drooping heart, 
I in the dance can bear no part, 
Nor join the nymphs of Argos in their mirth, 
With agile step rebounding from the floor; 
My sorrows never cease to flow. 
Each day I my hard fate deplore. 
And every thought beside is lost in woe. 

jtive of vfau'Ka, rcqMe» ab itinere^ in coBseqaence of Dr. Musgrave's 
recommencbUiOiiinhisiiote: laambo under further obligatioiis to Ins 
edition, for tiie assistance it has furnished me with in translating the 
succeeding Ode« 

(3) Plutarch in his life ef Lysander, the Spartan General, inforias us^ 
tiiat when Athens had sorrendered to his victorious anns, consultation* 
were held, hi which it wa» proposed to destroy th^ city and reduce its 
inhabitants to slavery ; but that the conquerors were, all so uittcb.afiected 
by hearing this Ode sung by a Phocian at one of their ban^ygietsi Ihat 
they agreed it would be an unworthy action to destroy the.|4aot wiiich 
fostered such exalted gemoses, V. 1, p. Wl, ed. Rmrid^ fbl» Paris I6f4* 
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ELECTRA* 

I here stand etillj for I am wholly left 

To thy discretion, since thou art endued 
With greater strength. 

ORESTES. 

I from your Brother come 
To bring a message. 

ELEGTRA. 

O, my dearest friend ! 
From the yet living or deceased Orestes i 

ORESTES. 

He lives : for I would fir^t to tbee relate 
Tidings of joy. 

ELECTRA. 

May every bliss reward 
The welcome embassy. 

ORESTES. 

I wish the same 
To both of us extended. 

ELECTRA. 

In what land 
Endures the wretched youth a wretched exile ? 

ORESTES. 

Not by the laws of one peculiar city 
Directed, he a friendless vagrant pines* 

ELECTRA. 

Is he then destitute of daily food i 

ORESTES. 

Not thus : but feeble is the banish'd man. 

ELECTRA. 

What message bring you from him ? 

ORESTES. 

He enquires 
Whether you still are living, and, if living. 
Where, and what woes you suffer. 

ELECTRA. 

First thou see'st 



How withered is this fornu 

OBESTEfiL 

You are so wasted 
With sorrow, that I groan for you, 

£L£CXRA. 

My bead 
Is of its tresses shorn* 

ORESTES. 
Perhaps you wail 
Your Brother's absence, and your Father's death. 

SJLECTRJL 

Ah ! who can be more dear to me than these i 

OBESTES. 

Think you that Brother feels the same for you i 

^£I«ECSRA« 

For him, tho' absent still do I retain 
The same affection. 

ORESTES. 

On this spot, how long 
Thus distant from the city have you dwelt ? 

ELECTRA. 

An inauspicious nuptial bond, O Stranger, 
Have I experienc'd. 

ORESTES. 

I your Brother pity. 
To some one of Mycene are you wedded ? 

ELECTRA. 

Not as my Sire erat hop'd to have bestowM me* 

ORESTES. 

Speak more explicitly, that what I hear 
I to your Brotlier may relate. 

ELECTRA. 

Remote . 
From him I dwell, the^ lowly roofs beneath. 

ORESTES. 

Some Husbandman or Neatherd must be Master 
Of such a bouse. 
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ELEChtA. 

Tha' be be pobr, yet generous 
Is its iDhabitanty with pious awe 
Who treats me. 

OiRESTES. 

'•■•■'' 

But what pious awe is this 

By which your Lord is influenced ? 

ELECTRA. 

He hath ne'er 
PresumM to touch* my bed. 

ORESTES. 

Doth he observe 
Some vow of spotless chastrty,' which erst 
He to the Giods hath tnade, orlbatheyour person? 

•'EtEtTRA. 
Because he scrupled to bring such disgrace 
Upon my noble parents. 

ORESTI^S. 

• Such la Bride 
When he had gairi'd, why did he hot with joy 
Receive you to his arms? 

eLectra. 

He cannot deem 
O Stranger, him who thus dispos'd of me 
To be his lawful Sovereign. 

ORESTES. 

I perceive 
Your meaning : lest he at some future time 
The vengeance of Orestes might incur. 

ELEJCTRA. 

These fears had great eflefct, and most of all 
His continence. 

ORESTES. 

How generous is the man 
You speak of! he deserves the kindest treatment, 

electra: 

If to his liome He ever should return, 
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Who now is absent. 

ORESTES. 

But could your own Mother^ 
She from whose womb you springs submit to this ? 

ELECTRA. 

Women befriend their Husbands^ not their CbildreiH 

ORESTES. 

What caus'd j^gisthus to insult you thus? 

ELECTRA. 

He wish'd me to bring forth an abject race. 
And for that purpose on this abject Mate 
Bestow'd me. 

ORESTES. 

To prevent your bearing Sons 
Who might avenge their Grandsire ? 

ELECTRA. 

He such schemes 
Had form'd, for which, O may I punish him 
As he deserves. 

ORESTES. 

Knows then your Mother's Husband 
That you are yet a virgin ? 

ELECTRA. 

This he knows not; 
From him have we concealed it. 

ORESTES. 

Are those Womea 
Who overhear our conversation, friends I 

ELECTRA. 

They will keep secret whatsoe'er we speak* 

ORESTES. 

What could Orestes do, if he retum'd 
To Argos i 

ELECTRA. 

Canst thou doubt ? thy words convey 
A foul reproach : for is not this the crisis ? 

VOL. III. 9 
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I oughtj exerting all my strength, to make . 

Your toils the lighter, .and with you divide 

The load^ that you more easily may bear tbem^ t : 

Laborious tasks enough without these doors j .• 

To you belong, but 'tis on me incumbent . -. 

0*er each domestic office to preside : • 

For when the labourer from abroad returns^ 

How sweet is it to'find' all well within ! 

PEASANTr 

If such thy pleasure, go: for from this bou30. \. 
The fountains are. ngt distant. But when first .. ^ / 
Appears the, day, will I drive forth my oxen, . • 
And sow the furrows. For no: slothful man, \ 

Who is for ev^r prating of the Gods^ 
Can gain a sustenance exempt from toil. ; . \itXtwi4A 

,; . ORESTES. 

Thee, O my Pyl^es, 1 deem the first 
Of men, for thy fixlelity and friendship, ... 
And my unsever'd comrade ; for thou only , ; » 

Hast still attached thyself to thy Qrest^ 
Thus wjretched as I am, and suffering wrongs 
Most dreadful from iEgisthus^r who bath slaia 
My Sire, assisted in that impious deed 
By my abaudQn*d Mothei?, But I come. 
For thus the G<>ds oracular re^spppses . , / - 
Directed, to my natal 4rgiv^wSoilv w. : > ; i. 
With no man's privity ,l?ut thine,, to. wre^ik.: . . . , 
On those who murder'd him*, my Father'fi..deQth : 
This very night I visited iijstomb^ 
And o'er it shed full many a.duteous tear; 
My tresses cut, and sprinkled on the pyre 
The blood of a slain sbe^p,, all unobserv'd ... 
By the tyrannic rulers of the land. 
I do not set my foot within the walls, ; . - . 
But having.fram'd at onpe t,^o dii^^!^ prpjects, ; . . , 



Come to the borders of this realin^ by flighty 

That to some other land I may.escape| 

If any spy should know me while I search ^ 

My Sister out, (for here they say she dwells, 

Join'd in the nuptial bond^ and is no longer 

A virgin) that with her I may converse. 

And for my partner in the bloody deed,' 

Receiving her, with certainty learn all 

That passes in the city. Let us now, • > , ^\ 

Because the morn her shining forehead rears, ,. ,...t| 

Step from the beaten path asiije:^ for sppn . ; 

Will there some husbandman or female servant • 

To us appear, of whom we may enquiry 

If here my Sister dwell, .But I behojd. 

Some menial Damsel, on her shorn head bearing 

A ponderous vase of water; let us sit -. .-. •/ 

And listen, if perchance she may let fall 

Some word relating to the ioiportant schemes, 

O Pylades, which brought us,to tl^is land. 

[Tkei/ retreat to the back Part of the Sta^e* 

ELECTRA; ^ 

ODE. 

I. ' ■ 

Haste, for the time admits not of delay, 

'My gentle comrades hither haste 
And shed, O shed the sympathetic tear. 
Ah me! from Agamemnon mighty Chief> 

And Clytemnestra, hnted child i 

Of Tyndarus, I derive my birth. 
By pirying Citizens 
Electra the unhappy am I nam'd. 
Sentenc'd to toil thro' a disastrous life ; 

But thou, my Sire, meantime are stretcht, 
O Son of Atreus, 'midst the drear abodes 

Of Orcus, by thy Consort slain. 

And curst ^gisthus' bloody hand. 

Repeat, my friends, the plaintive strain ; 
Til' afSicted find a luxury in tears. 
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fl. 

• Haste^ for the time admits not of delay^ 

My gentle comrades hither baste 
And shedy O shed the sympathetic tear. 
Ah me ! my wretched Brother, in what realm^ 

What house art thou enslav'd^ to woes 

Inevitable woes expos'd 
In her paternal dome 
Leaving thy Sister ? aid me^ righteous Jove^ 
Rescue thy votary compass'd by distress. 

And of my Father's cruel death 
Now shew thyself th' avenger, to his home 

Recall Orestes, exiFd youth. 

Take from my head this ponderous vase. 

That, in a tone more audible, 
With midnight plaints I may address my Sire; 

III. 
For thee who sleep'st beneath the hollow ground, 

I wake the clamorous song, the dirge 
To which grim Pluto listens with delight. 

Such is my daily exercise ; 

Rend with my nails my bleeding neck. 
And strew these auburn tresses in the dust. 
Some tuneful cygnet gliding down the stream. 

Thus calla upon her pareat bird. 

Caught in the treacherous snare. 

Who perish'd : with like strains I wail 
Thee, O my Sire, o*er whom the laver's drops 

Were sprinkled for the last last time 

On that most piteous bed of death. 

To thee, my Sire, the murderous axe 
Then gave the fatal stroke 
And in a fatal hour didst thou (1) repose, 
After thy voyage from the Phrygian shore. 

(l)In the stead of /SvXa;, propter condUum, which in thi« passage 
appeared to me qpitanniQtenigible, I bare sabstitoied gtaw^, the fffsm* 
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Thy Consort, nor with dfadem 
Received thee, nor with ftowery wreath, 

But privy to ^gisthus* foul design, 

The two-edg^d falchion rais'd to aid her paramour; 

CHORUS, ELECTRA. 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 1. 

(£) O, Daughter of Atride»y I with haste 

Repair to this thy rustic home: 
A man who feeds on milk> inur'd to roam 

Over the mountain's dreaiy waste. 
From Argos comes, and tells us they proclaim 
That solemn feast the third revolving day. 

When the assembled virgins gay 
In concert celebrate Saturnia's name ; 

£L£CTRA. 
IL 1. 

Nor can the splendor of a noble birth, 
Or costly gems elate my drooping heart, 
I in the dance can bear no part, 
Nor join the nymphs of Argos in their mirth, 
With agile step rebounding from the floor; 
My sorrows never cease to flow. 
Each day I my hard fate deplore. 
And every thought beside is lost in woe. 

jtive of vsttjhoy rtqMe» ab itiiier^ in consequence of Dr. Musgrore's 
recommendatioainluiiiote; laomlso under further obligations to lib 
edition, for the asfiiitance it has furnished me with in translatiag the 
succeeding Ode. 

(2) Plutarch in his life •f Lysander, the Spartan General, iaforara ua^ 
that v^tL Athens had surrendered to hb victorious arms, c on su to Uions 
were held, m Mrfaich it livas proposed to destroy th^ city and reduce its 
inhabitants to slavery \ but that the conquerors were all so much afiected 
by hearing this Ode sung by a Phocian at one of their ban^^oets^ Ihat 
they agreed it would be an unworthy action to destroy the place which 
fostered such exalted geniuses. V. 1, p. 441, ed. Rualdi, foL Paris 16?4. 
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Behold my clotted hair, my garments rciitf * 
For Agamemnon's reigu is o'er^ . ,; 
Nor is it now jremember'd inore • 

That be from whom I trace my high descent 
Did erst the pride of Troy confound, 
Whose to^erd. he le.v^ll*d with the ground* 

CHORUS- 

(3) She is a Goddess of resistless might. 

But by thy bundmaids be thou drest - 
In goigeous'rdbes, and Wear the Ussued vest, 

To!«nake<thy-b^aiitjn)h}ne more bright^- 
Deem'st th^ fo^coIlqdeV those tboti ^at'st by tears^ 
If in devotion to tlie G^ds thoufail ? ■ • 

Better than groans^ v^ill pra^^ers avail, * 

To make Heaven sln-ile, rtnd bless thy future years. 

* 

PLECTRA. 

No Deity now hears th^ doleful, tale 
Of lost Electra : by my Sire in vain 

Erst vvas the. lovely (4) Victim slain^ 
Nor the deceas*d J^lone do I bewail, 
. My tears ar^ to that living wanderer due, 

Station'cj in foreign realms, forlorn. 

An exile., who his fate doth rue 
In bitter thraldom. pent, tho' nobly born. 
Myself in a poor cottage must reside, 

Banish'd from my paternal dome. 

And call "thege barren rocks* my homer 

(;}) Both Barnes and CarmeUi translate this as if spbl^en of Fortune, 
but Dr. Musgnivd sa^s, tliat Jtmo is here miant, which plainly appeai> 
to be the case from the first Str6pih6, \vith which this Antistrophe coi^ 
responds, concludlnj^with the mention of* that Goddess, especially aft 
these are botli put into fhie months Of the Chorus, afid the intermediate 
Strophe into that of Electra. 

W- Her Sister Iphigenfei. ' ' ' 
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With a fresh HusbaDd^' while in regal pride, 
She who in blood her hands did steep. 
My guilty Mother, dares to sleep. 

CHORUS. 
Of many woes, to Greece, and'* > thy house. 
Thy Mother's Sister Helen was thfe cause. 

ELECTRA. 

Alas ! my friends, I am oonstrain'd to cease 
From uttering my complaints : for certain strangers. 
Who near our dwelhng lodge in th' open air. 
Are started up from ambush. Fly, do you 
Keep in that path, while I the door will enter. 
That by our speed we may otitstrip the ruffians. 

ORESTES, a^ancmg. 

Stay, hapless woman ; stay, nor be alarm'd 
At my detaining you. 

ELECTRA. 

Thee I implore, 
O Phoibus, save mv life, 

ORESTES. 

Not you, but thos& 
To whom far greater enmity I bear. 
Am I resolv'd to slay. 

ELECTRA. 

Depart, nor touch me 
With those unlicens'd hands. 

ORESTES. 

1 cannot lay them 
On any one more justly. 

ELECTRA. 

For what cause, 
Arm'd with tliat sword, dost thou conceal thvself 
Close to my house ? 

ORESTES. 

Stay, he^r inc ; and ere long 
Will you confess that I have truly spoken. 
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ELECTRA* 
I here stand stilly for I am wholly left 

To thy discretion^ since thou art endued 
With greater strength. 

ORESTES. 

I from your Brother come 
To bring a message. 

ELECTRA. 

O, my dearest friend ! 
From the yet living or deceased Orestes i 

ORESTES. 

He lives : for I vtrould fiiist to thee relate 
Tidings of joy. 

ELECTRA. 

May every bliss reward 
The welcome embassy. 

ORESTES. 

I wish the same 
To both of us extended. 

r 

ELECTRA. 

In what land 
Endures the wretched youth a wretched exile i 

ORESTES. 

Not by the laws of one peculiar city 
Directed, he a friendless vagrant pines* 

ELECTRA. 
Is he then destitute of daily food ? 

ORESTES. 

Not thus : but feeble is the banish'd man. 

ELECTRA. 

What message bring you from him ? 

ORESTES. 

He enquires 
Whether you still are living, and, if living. 
Where, and what woes you suffer. 

ELECTRA. 

First thou see'st 



How withered is this form* 

ORESTES. 

You are so wasted 
With sorrow, that I groan for you, 

ELECXRA. 

My head 
Is of its tresses shorn. 

ORESTES. 
Perhaps you wail 
Your Brother's absence, and your Father's death. 

ELEGTRA. 

Ah ! who can be more dear to me than these i 

ORESTE& 

Think you that Brother feels the same for you? 

ELECTRA* 

For him, tho' absent still do I retain 
The same affection. 

ORESTES. 

On this spot, how long 
Thus distant from the city have you dwelt ? 

ELEGTRA. 

An inauspicious nuptial bond, O Stranger, 
Have I experienc'd. 

ORESTES. 

I your Brother pity. 
To some one of Mycene are you wedded i 

ELECTRA. 

Not as my Sire erat hop'd to have bestow'd me» 

ORESTES. 

Speak more explicitly, that what I hear 
I to your Brotlier may relate. 

ELECTRA. 

Remote . 
From him I dwell, the^ lowly roo& beneath* 

ORESTES. 

Some Husbandman or Neatherd must be Master 
Of such a bouse. 
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ELECillA. 

Tha' he be po6r, yet generous 
Is its lahabitanty with pious awe 
Who treats me. 

ORESTES. 

But what pious awe is this 
By which your Lord is influenced ? 

ELCCTRA. 

He hath ne'er 
Presumed to touch* my bed. 

ORESTES. 

' Doth he observe 

Some vow of spotless chastity,' which erst 
He to the Gt)ds hath tnade, orloath^'your person? 

•/EtEtTKA. 

Because he scrupled to bring such disgrace 
Upon my noble parents. 

ORESTirs. 

• Such U Bride 

When he had gain'd, why did he not with joy 
Receive you to his ai*ms ? 

ELECTRA. 

He cannot deem 
O Stranger, him who thiis dispos'd of me 
To be his lawful Sovereign. 

ORESTES. 

I perceive 
Your meaning : lest he at some future time 
The vengeance of Orestes might incur. 

ELECTRA, 

These fears had great eflSect, and most of all 
His continence. 

ORESTES. 

How generous is the man 
You speak of! he desei-ves the kindest treatnaent 

ELECTRA. 

If to his liome He ever should return, 
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Who now is absent. 

ORESTES. 

But could your own Mother^ 
She from whose womb you springs submit to this ? 

ELECTRA. 

Women befriend their Husbands^ not their Cbildreiu 

ORESTES. 

What caus'd ^gisthus to insult you thus? 

ELECTRA. 

He wish'd me to bring forth an abject race. 
And for that purpose on this abject Mate 
Bestow'd me. 

ORESTES. 

To prevent your bearing Sons 
Who might avenge their Grandsire? 

ELECTRA. 

He such schemes 
Had form'd, for which, O may I punish him 
As he deserves. 

ORESTES. 

Knows then your Mother's Husband 
That you are yet a virgin i 

ELECTRA. 

This he knows not ; 
From him have we conceal'd it. 

ORESTES. 

Are those Womea 
Who overhear our conversation, friends I 

ELECTRA. 

They will keep secret whatsoe'er we speak. 

ORESTES. 

What could Orestes do, if he returned 
To Argos i 

ELECTRA. 

Canst thou doubt ? thy words convey 
A foul reproach : for is not this the crisis ? 

VOL. III. s 



SIS ELECTRA. 

ORESTES. 

But if he hither come, how shall ht slay 
The murderers of his Father? 

ELECTRA. 

He on them 
Must dare t' inflict whatever that Father sufll^d 
From his audacious foes. 

ORESTES. 

C!ouId you endure 
To aid him in the slaughter of your Mother i 

ELECTRA. 

E*ea with that axe by which my Father died. 

ORESTES. 
Shall I inform him of it? and is this 
Your stedfast resolution i 

ELECTRA. 

May I perish 
When I have shed my guilty Mother's blood ! 

ORESTES. 

Ah, would to Heaven Orestes were at hand 
Ahd overheard you. 

ELECTRA. 

Stranger, if I saw 
1 should not kdow him» 

Hot is this surprizing : 
For in your tender years you parted from him 
While he was yet a child. 

ELECTRA. 

There's but one friend 
Of mine would know him now* 

ORBSTES. 

He who is said 
By stealth to have conyey'd him from the murderers? 

ELECTRA. 

That aged Man who on my Father's childhood 
Attended. 
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ORESTES, 

Did your Father after death 
Obtain a tomb? 

ELECTRA. 

The boon that he obtain'd 
Was only being cast forth from his palace. 

ORESTES. 

Ah me, how horrible a speech is this 
Which you have utter'd ! for e'en those sensations 
A stranger's sufferings must excite^ torment 
The human breast. But speak; tbftt I may bear 
With certainty such tidings to your Brother 
As, tho' they are unwelcome, must be heard. 
For 'mong the wise is tender pity found. 
Not in the haunts of slothful ignorance. 
Yet mischief still ensues whene'er the soul 
Attempts to soar too high. 

CHORUS. ♦ 

By the same wishes 
With him am I inspired : for having dwelt 
Far from the city, I, what mischiefs there 
Have happen'd, know not, and am anxious now 
To be informed. 

ELECTRA. 
If lawful, I will speak ; 
And to a friend it surely must be lawful 
Mine and my Father's sufferings to unfold. 
Since at thy instigation I begin 
.This topic, I beseech thee to acquaint 
Orestes, O thou Stranger, with my woes 
And with his own : describe the dress I wear. 
The filth which shames me, and beneath what roofs 
I dwell, tho* born a Princess ; with the shuttle 
Weaving my garments, else should I be naked * 

And left expos'd to indigence ; myself 
These loads of water bearing, here deprived 
Of holy festivals, of choral rites^ 

s ^ 
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And tho' I am a virgin stilJ, estranged 
E'en from the social pleasures of my sex. 
From Castor too estranged, who was aiBanc'd 
To me his kinswoman, before he found 
Aduiission 'mongst the Gods. My Mother sits. 
With Phrygian spoils surrounded, on a throne ; 
While at her footstool, Asiatic slaves 
Observant stand, my Father's captives, clad 
In robes of Ida bound with golden clasps. 
But Agamemnon's blood, which on the walls 
Was sprinkled, there still putrefying hangs. 
While he who murder'd him ascends the car 
Which bore my Father, and exulting wields 
In his polluted hands that envied sceptre 
With which the mighty victor, now deceased. 
Erst exercis'd o'er Greece supreme command. 
Meanwhile the slighted Agamemnon's tomb. 
No rich libation hath receiv'd, no branch 
Of verdant myrtle, his funereal pyre 
. Is w^ith no pomp of holy rites adorn'd. 
But this egregious Husband of my Mother 
Leaps on his grave, 'tis said, when flusb'd with wine. 
And to deface my Father's monument 
Hurls many a poqderous stone, nor fears 'gainst us 
To utter words like these ; " Where now thy son 
" Orestes f Comes not that heroic youth 
*^ To guard thy tomb ?" he thus insults the absent: 
Therefore, O Stranger, I entreat thee, bear 
This message to my Brother : there are many 
Who join in dictating it, (I alone 
Am their interpreter) these is^M^ds, this tongue. 
My wretched heart, shorn head, and the reoiains 
Of my illustrious Father : for 'twere base 
If Agamemnon crush'd the Phrygian host. 
Yet by his single arm he cannot slay 
One man, tho' now he flourish in the pride 
Of youth, and spring from such a noble Slre» 
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ELECTRA. «6l 

CHORUS. 

Thy Husband, hasting homeward to repose, 
Now wearied with his labours, I behold. 

PEASANT, ELECTRA, ORESTES, PYLADES, 

CHORUS. 

PEASANT. 

Hal who are these whom at the doors I view ? 
Why come these strangers to our rustic hut ? 
Or need they my assistance i with young men 
To parly, in a woman is unseemly. 

ELECTRA. 

Form no suspicions, O my dearest Lord, 
Injurious to my honour. You shall know 
What really was said : for from Orestes 
To me these guests of ours a message brought. 
Pardon him. Strangers, if he spoke amiss. 

PEASANT. 

(5) What say they ? lives he ? doth he view the Suij ? 

ELECTRA. 

If their accounts be true, and to their words 
My credence I refuse not, be yet lives. 

PEASANT. 

Anght of his Father's wrongs, doth he remember. 
And thy calamities? 

ELECTRA. 

I entertain 
Such hopes : but feeble is the banish'd man. 

PEASANT. 

But with what message came they from Orestes? 

(5) Peter Victorius, in his Various Readings, L. 2, c. 19, and after 
him, Barnes, point ont Andromache's exclamation ; 

Quid puer Ascanins ? superatne &: vescitnr aura ? 
Ecquae jam pnero est amissae cura parentis ? 
Ecquid in antiquam virtutem, animosq; viriles 
Et pater .£neas & avunculus excitat Hector ? 

Vu-gil -ffin. L. 3, V. 539. 
as imitated from this and the subsequent speech of the Peasant. YvgK* 
copies are almost uniformly improvements on the original 
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ELECTRA. 

He sent them to explore my woes. 

PEASANT. 

They see 
Only a part of them: but what remains 
Thou canst unfold. 

ELECTRA. 

They know the whole, they need 
No farther information. 

PEASANT. 

Long ago 
Then should our doors to them have been thrown open« 
Enter this house, and for your joyful tidings 
Accept what fare my humble roof contains. 
Their baggage^ O ye servants, carry in. 
Make no excuse, for, O my friends, ye come 
From one whom I hold dear. No abject manners, 
(6) Tho' I am poor, to you will I betray. 

ORESTES. 

Inform me, I conjure you by the Gods, 
Is this indeed the man, who joins with you 
In the concealment of your nuptial union. 
Thro' an unwillingness to shame Orestes? 

ELECTRA, 

'Tis him they call the poor Electra*s Lord. 

ORESTES. 

There is no certain mark of generous souls : 
For in the tempers of mankind prevails 
A strange confusion. I have seen the son 
Of a great father dwindle into nothing. 
And virtuous children spring from wicked Sires ; 
Among the rich a mean contracted spirit 
Have I discover'd, and the poor man's breast 

(6) It is by no means improbable, that Virgil, who frequently imitates 
Euripides, may hence have borrowed his idea of the reception which 
Hercules, and afterwards iEneas, foimd in the humble dwelling of 
Evander. 
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With most exalted sentiments inspir'd. 

How then^ by taking an impartial view, 

Shall we decide aright ? by making wealth 

The proof of merit r 'twere an evil test. 

Or having no possessions ? but this curse 

Belongs to poverty, it teaches man 

To sin when pinch'd with want. To his exploits 

In arms shall I proceed i Who can discern 

By looking at the sharpness of his spear 

What warrior's valiant? it were best to leave 

Such questions undecided. For this man 

Of no account in Argos, nor elated 

By having sprung from an illustrious house. 

But intermingled with the abject crowd. 

Hath prov'd most virtuous.. Will ye ne'er grow wise 

Who err thro' empty prejudice, -«or learn 

From studying his associates and his manners 

To estimate man's true nobility ? 

For such are they who minister aright 

Both states aud households : but mere flesh, devoid 

Of mental powers to animate the mass, 

An useless image in the forum stands. 

For doth the Warrior with a nervous arm 

In battle cou'stantly maintain his ground 

Longer than one more feeble ; this depends 

On inborn courage, nature's happiest gift. 

Present or absent, Agamemnon's Son, 

On whose account we hither come, deserves. 

And therefore it behoves us to accept. 

The profFer'd hospitality: my servants, 

Enter this dwelling. I had rather find 

A poor man who with cheerfulness receives us, 

Than a rich host. The bounty of this Peasant 

I therefore praise, altho' I rather wish 

Your Brother here triumphant, who might lead me 

Into a festive palace ; he at length 

Perhaps will come. For Phoebus' oracles 
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May be relied on ; but I disregard , 
, The prophesies of men. 

[tlxeunt OBESTES and pylades. 

CHORUS. 

Our hearts, Electra, 
Are warm'd with joys we never felt before. 
For Fortune, tho' her progress hatli been slow, 
May fix at length with us her blest abode. 

ELECTRA. 

When you, O hapless man, were well aware 
How poor your cottage, why did you receive 
These strangers of a far superior rank i 

PEASANT. 

What, if they are as noble as they seem. 
Will they not be contented with our food, 
Tho* coarse and scanty ? 

ELECTRA. 

Into this mistake, 
111 suiting your low state, since you have fallen, 
I Go to that aged Man whose tender care 

Rear'd my lov'd Father's childhood ; on the banks 
Of (7) Tanos which divides the Argive land 
From Sparta, he attends his fleecy charge 
An exile from the city ; bid him come, 
Fraught with provisions from his ample stores. 
These Strangers to regale. He will exult, 

(7) The foIlo^vmg account of this river, which closes the Corinthiaca 
of Pausaniai, is referred • to by Barnes : '^ Above the villages of Neris 
<^ and Eva is a mountain, on which are the boundaries between tlie 
'' Ijacedaemonians, Argives, and inhabitants of Tegea : for land-marks, 
*' are erected statues of Hermes, in stone, whence the place derives 
<< its n£une : beneath is the river Tanos, the only one which rises in the 
*^ mountain Pamon, and, after flowing through the Argive tenitories, 
^' empties itself into the gulph of Thyrea " Whether we read Taw 
with Pausanias and Barnes, or Ttnan with Victorius, Heath, and Dr. 
Musgrave, it is necessary to beware of confounding this river with the 
Tanais, so frequently mentioned both by the Poets and Geographers, 
which runs into the Palus Maeotis, after forming the boundary between 
some part of the north of Europe and A^ia. 
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And to th€ Gods his adorations pay^ 
Soon as he bears the Boy yet lives whom erst 
His zeal preserv'd: from my paternal house 
Nought at my Mother's hand will I accept. 
To her unwelcome tidings should we bear^ 
If that unhappy woman were informed 
That yet Orestes lives. 

PEASANT. 

At thy request 
Will I driver to that aged man 
Such message ; but go thou into the house 
And make all ready with what speed thou canst. 
A wbman^ for the guest, if so inclin'd^ 
With store of savoury viands can adorn 
Tlie social board. 1 have enough at home 
To feed them for a single day at least. 
When on these matters I reflect, I mark 
How great the power of riches, to bestow 
Upon the needy stranger, or expend them 
To heal our bodies wasting with disease. 
But for the diet of one day, is wealth 
Of small importance : for the appetites 
Of all men, whether rich or poor, demand 
An equal share of necessary food. 

lExeunt electka and peasant. 

CHORUS. 

O D E.^ 

4 

I. 1. 

Ye far-fam'd barks, who with unnumbered 6ar8 
Pursued your voyage o'er the billowy deep 

To distant I lion's fated shores. 
Around whose prows, attracted by the lyre. 

Hung curling Dolphins, while the choir 
Of Nereids, underneath the craggy steep. 

Led their wild dance, a graceful band : 
With Agamemnon borne to Simois' banks 
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When foremost in th' embattle^ ranks 
Achilles vaulted on the hostile strand. 

I. 2. 

When Nereus' Daughters left- Euboea's coast. 
They from the golden anvil bore that Ahield 

Adorn*d with sculptures, Vulcan's boast ; 
O'er Pelion's height, and thro' the sacred grove 

Of Ossa, did the virgins rove, 
They sought where,by the woodland nymphs conceal'd. 

To arms the noble Peleiis train'd 
This pride af Greece, from Thetis sprung, whose speed 

Urg'd him to each heroic deed, 
Wiiile his firm hand th' Atrides* cause maintained. 

II. 1. 

One of our valiant countrymen, who came 
From Ilion's ramparts to the Nauplian bay, 

Informs me that these ensigns flame, 
O son of Thetis, on thy burnish'd shield 

. Which drove Troy's warriors from the field ; 
Close to its margin Perseus urg'd his way 

The billows of the deep above, 
His crimson falchion stream'd with recent gore. 

The Gorgon's dreadful front he bore. 
Tended by Hermes messenger of Jove. 

U. 2. 
But in the center of that buckler glow'd 
The radiant Sun, his winged coursers gay 

Flew swift along th' etherial road ; 
The Pleiades and Hyades, whose sight 

Struck daring Hector with aflPright, 
Twinkled around : exulting o'er their prey, 

With golden claws three Sphinxes grac'd 
His helmet ; on his cuirass wrought, the (8) steed 

Of fam'd Pirene's winged breed 
By the Chimaera, breathing fire, was chas*d. 

(8) Pegasus. 
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III. 
The hero brandished a destructive spear^ 
And drove his chariot o'er the plain, 
While pitchy clouds of dust hung gathering in his rear. 
The King who led these warlike troops was slain 

After the hostile strife, 
By Tyndarus' Daughter, his iuhumau Wife. 
Hence will the Gods demand thy forfeit breath; 
Into the shades of death 
Shalt thou be plung'd at length, tho' late. 
And with thy blood ni}' vengeance sate. 
When I behold the falchion wav'd around 
Full on thy neck inflict the wound. 

OLD MAN, ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

OLD MAN. 

Where is the royal virgin whom I nurtur'd. 
My honoured Mistress, Agamemnon's Daughter ? 
How hard a task for the decrepid feet 
Of wrinkled age t' explore the steep ascent 
Which to this dwelling leads! yet to assist 
Our friends, the back tho' bow'd by time, the knees 
Tho' crooked, must exert their utmost might. 
O Daughter (for I see thee at thy threshold), 
To thee I come, and with mc hither bring 
This tender lamb selected from the fold. 
Garlands, and cheeses from the wicker press. 
With this long-hoarded precious gift of Bacchus, 
Whose odour is most grateful : tho' the cask 
Be small, a cup of this with water mixt 
Will make a pleasing beverage. To the guests 
Within, let some one with these presents go. 
But [ will wipe these eyes all drench'd in tears 
Upon my tatter'd garment. 

ELECTRA. 

Down your cheek 
Why steal those drops. Old Man ? have my afflictions 
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After a tedious interval occurr'd 
To your remembrance, or do you lament 
Orestes' exile, and my Sire, whom erst 
You in those arms sustaining, with a zeal 
Which nought avail'd to you or to your friends 
Did nurture ? 

OLD MAN. 

To regret his loss were vain. 
Yet this I could not bear : for to his grave. 
Turning aside from the frequented road, 
I came and shed a solitary tear. 
Groveling in dust; this cask-, which to thy guests 
I bring, then opening, sprinkled a libation, 
And planted myrtle boughs around the tomb : 
At the funereal pyre I saw the victim 
A sable ram, gore newly shed, and locks 
Of auburn hair. I wonder'd much, O Daughter, 
What mortal with adventurous step could visit 
The spot of his interment : for I deem 
No citizen of Argos hath been there : ' 
But 'tis more probable thy Brother comes 
In secret, and at his arrival pays 
Due honours to his Father's sepulchre. 
But thoroughly examine these shorn (9) tresses. 
And with thine own comparing them, observe 
Whether the colour be alike. For they 

(9) These frivolous marks of Orestes' identity are evidently, as Bi-umoy 
and Dr. Musgraye observe, insisted on by the Old Man, and ridiculed by 
Electra, merely vnth a view of exposing the absurdity of .Sschyhis, in 
v^hose Tragedy on this subject, intitled XoqfooM, or, " the Bearers of 
*^ Libations to the Dead,** v. 200-- S33, Electra refuses to acknowledge 
her Brother, till he has made himself known to her by these very threQ 
circumstances ; the traces of his feet, resemblance of his hair to hers, 
and by the vest she had formerly woven for him when he was an infant. 
Aristophanes has, in his Clouds, expressly pointed tlie ridicule of ywa-tlat 
nrgi^ i^>i aJiX«ptf Toy /Sorgy^w, 

" And recognize a Brother by his hair,** , White. 

at tins Tragedy of ^chylus, having just before mentioned the name of 
Electra. 
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Of the same bloody who from one Father spring, 
Are apt in all their features to preserve 
A strict resemblance. 

ELECTRA. 

Yqm unwisely speak, 
Old Man, if you imagine, that by stealth 
My valiant Brother to this land would come. 
Because he fear'd tlie anger of ^gisthus. . , .' 

Then how should our hair tally ? for his locks 
Are those of an heroic youth train'd up 
To every martial exercise ; but mine 
Are weakened by the comb. This cannot be ; 
Full many a ringlet of the self-same hue 
Will you discover to belong to those 
Who from a different origin proceed. 

OLD MAN. • ^ 

Walk in the traces of his steps, observe 
Th' impression which his sandal leaves behind, 
And, O my Daughter, if his feet and yours 
In measure are the same* 

ELECTRA. T 

Of those who tread 
Upon the surface of the stony ground 
What vestiges remain il or, if they did. 
The feet of those whp spring from the same womb, 
A man's and woman's never can be ^qual. 
The man's are larger. 

OLD MAN. 

Should thy Brother come. 
Canst thou not recollect the purple woof 
Thy shuttle form'd, in which I erst from death 
With secrecy convey'd him ? 

ELECTRA. 

Know you not. 
How young I was, when from this guilty land 
Orestes fled f arid if the vest I wove 
Suited his childhood, how should he still wear it, 
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Unless in just proportion with the body 

Our garments grew? By generous pity mov'd. 

Either some stranger, o'er the grave hath shorn 

His tresses, or a native of this realm. 

The Tyrai^ and his watchful guards eluding. 

OLD MAN. 

But where are these thy guests ? for them I fain 
Would see, and ask them how thy Brother fares. 

ELECTRA. 

With hasty step the threshold they bestride* 

OLD MAN. 

Noble they seem ; yet is this semblance doubtful. 
For many who from noble fathers spring 
Are wicked. But I bid the strangers hail. 

ORESTES, PY LADES, ELECTRA, OLD MAN^ 

CHORUS. 

ORESTES. 

Hail, O thou aged man ! — what friend is this, 
Electra, by a length of years decay'd ? 

ELECTRA. 

My Father in his infancy he nurtur'd, 
O stranger. 

ORESTES. 
Ha ! what say you f is this he 
Who from his foesby(JO)steaUh conveyed your Brother? 

ELECTRA. 

Who sav'd his life if haply yet he breathe. 

ORESTES. 

Why doth he gaze at me, as if he view'd 
Some image of bright silver, or to whom 
Doth he my features liken ? 

(10) The word «0p4'v having occurred in the line immediately pre- 
ceding, Pierson, in. his VeriauniUa, p. Ml, has proposed to sobstitote 
t^iKKi^e in this place for (^i6^f. Dr. Musgrave also conciirs with him id 
thinking that the alteration he has suggested accords not only with 
Electra's answer, but witii several preceding passages in this Tragedy* 
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FXECTRA. 

He perhaps 
Rejoices in beholding you, whose age 
Appears to be the same with that Orestes — 

ORESTES. 

To him most dear. — But why doth he walk round me i 

ELECTRA. 

I too, O Stranger, with amazement note ' 
This circumstance. 

OLD MAN. 

Thy vows, O royal Maid, 
Now offer up to the immortal Gods. 

ELECTRA. 

For what expected, or what present blessirig? 

OLD MAN. 

That thou the treasure may'st obtain, which Heaven 
Places before thine eyes. 

ELECteA* 

Lo, I invoke 
The Deities ! but what is it you niean, 
O aged Man ? ^i 

OLD MAN. 
My Daughter, with attention 
Look on this dearest object. 

ELECTRA. 

Much I fear 
You are not in your senses. 

OLD MAN. 

Can my senses 
Deceive me, when thy Brother I behold ? 

ELECTRA. 
What unexpected words. Old Man, are these 
Which yoa have titter'd ! 

OLD MAN. 

That I see Orestes, 
The son o£ Agamemnon. 
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ELECTRAu • s 

To COD vi nee me 
Tis he, what mark do you perceive i 

OLD MAN. 

A scar 
Close to his eys-lids, whence the blood gush*d forth. 
When, ere he left, the palace of his Sire^ 
Following with thee the dappled hind, he fell. : r 

ELECTRA. 

Ha, what is this you say f I see the marks 
Which on his visage from that wound remain. 

OLD MAN. 

Yet, after this, delay'st thou to embrace 
Thy dearest Brother i 

ELECTRA. 

But no longer now 
Will I delaj'^. Old Man, for by the scar \ 

You have described, my soul's convinc'd. — O thou^ 
After a tedious absence, who appear'st. 
In these Yond arms, an unexpected guest> * r 'i 

Thee I infold. i . j 

ORESTE& / 

By me too you at length 
Are to this bosom press'd. .1 

ELECTRA. J 

, I never form'd 

Such an idea. 

ORESTES. 

Nor could I have hop'd. 

ELECTRA. 

Art thou indeed the same i 

ORE3TES. 

Your only champion, ' 
If, with the net I fling, I can draw forth ' 
The capture I attempt. 

ELECTRA. 

I trust thou wilt, 
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Else shal] we cease to think that any Gods 
Exist, if Villainy prevail o'er Justice. 

CHORUS. 

At length thoa com'st, at length, O radiant day^ 
Thou to this city dost thy beams display, 

And bring the light of Argos home. 

Who fled from his paternal dome 
A miserable exile. O my friend, 

See a victorious God descend ; 
Lift up thy hands, thy thoughts aloud expre^. 

And to the Heavens thy prayer address^ 
That Fortune on thy Brother's steps may wait 

As he enters Argos* gate. 

ORESTES. 

Tis well : these fond embraces I enjoy, 
And them we at a more convenient season 
Shall mutually repeat. But say. Old Man, 
For at th' important crisis art thoa come. 
How I my Father's Murderer may requite. 
And my abandon'd Mother, who partakes 
Forbidden nnptials. Have I any friends 
At Argos left, still faithful to their Lord i 
Or, like the antieut fortunes of my house. 
Am I entirely overthrown ? with whom 
Shall I confederate ? ra the pitchy gloom 
Of night, in day's broad face, or by what path 
Advance against my foes ? 

OLD MAN. 

You, O my Son, 
Are too unhappy to have any friend. 
For we, alas ! can seldom meet with those 
Who equally are ready to partake 
As of our good, so of our adverse, fortunes. 
But be assur'd (for you are now deprived 
Of every friend, nor have one hope remaining) 
AM your dependence is on that right arm, 

VOL. JII. T 
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And on auspicious Fortune^ to redeeixL 
Your Father's bouse and city. 

ORESTES. 

By what means 
Ca» we accomplish this great scheme I 

OLD MAN. 

By slaying: 
Thyestes' Son, and your unnatural Mother. 

ORESTES. 

In quest of such bright wreath I hither come*. 
But how shall I attain it ? 

OLD MAN* 

Should you wish 
Within these walls admission to procure. 
You could not enter. 

ORESTES. 
|)otb a troop of guardi^ 
Obstruct each avenue with pointed spears ? ' 

OLD MAN. , 

You comprehend my meai^g: for be dreads 
Your just revenge, and cannot sleep secure. 

ORESTES. 

Well, be it so : but give me thy advice. 
Old Man. / / 

OLD MAN. 

, Attend to me;, for at t^is B[H)meni 

A thought occurs. 

OREI^TES. 

May'st thou point out some scheme 
That's beneficial, and may I perceive 
How wisely, thou hast judg'd. 

. OLD MAN. 

I saw £gistbu& 
As I came hither.- 

ORESTES. 

* » 

What thou say*st^ I credit. 
But where J 
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OLD MAN. 

Upon the borders of the field 
In which yon steeds depasture. 

ORESTES. 

How emplpyM ? 
Foi* L behold a gleam of tope burst forth 
From these inextricable woe?. 

OLD MAN. 

To me 
He secm'd preparing fpr the Nynaphs a feast. 

OllEStES, 

Thro' gratitude, because his Sons they nurtured f 
Or for increase of Offspring doth he pray ? 

OLD MAN. 

T know this'onlv, he unsheath'd his knife 
To slay the oxen. 

ORESTES. 

By how large a troop 
Attended, or his menial train alone ? 

OLD MAN. 

No citizens of Argos were at hand. 
But merely his domestics^ 

ORESTJ^. 

Is there one 
Of them, Old Man, who if he saw, would know mef 

OLD MANi 

Servants they are whose faces till this moment 
(I J) I ne'er. beheld* 

I 

(11) Pierson in his Verisimiiia, and Dr. Mtugrave in his edition of the. 
text, have altered v; ry' vx or »c i}w *t^, the reading of Victorius and 
Barnes, into « cri yVx, though such innovation does not appear to have 
the least authority whatever from any manuscript, or to be required by 
ithe context : for the next line spoken by Orestes .is . by no means (as 
Mr. Heath intimates) a question, but rather a trite observation, tiie 
meaning of which is, that Slaves are wont to take the strongest side ; 
'^ if we prevail they will be oiu- friends." In the beginning of the Old 
Man's next speech, the manuscripts are said to vary; one to have 
«^?^, and another l\Mty «id the third we have reason to infer agrees 

t2 
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They will befriend our caase 
If we prevail. 

OLD MAN. 

Now solely will I speak 
Of what to you may prove most advantageous. 

OltEdTES. 

But upon what pretence shall I approach him ? 

OLD MAN. 

By going to some place, where, as he slays * 
The victims, he may spy you. 

ORESflSS. 

He, it seems. 
Is in those fields close to the public road. 

OLD MAN. 

Whence to partake the feast will he invite, 
When he observes you. 

ORESTES. 

An unwelcome guest. 
If Heaven permit. 

OLD MAN. 

Observe then how to act 
As the event directs. 

ORESTES. 

Well hast thou spolcen. 
But where's my Motbcftrf 

OLD MAN. 

She is now at Argos : 
But thiBnce will come to share the festive banquet. 

■ 

ORESTES. 

Why did she not accompany her Lord i 

iviitt ^ctondii anld ]Kah^ in r^i&j(; Xcjw, ^rlfich is extrettieiy well 
n^d id ifie dialogn^ Dr. Musgrave fa^ r^ei^ted ^ three, snd svtb- 
BJaiuted ikxwr. Whatever ap^lEiiite conjectures Uke Use^t nuiydiesem 
tSr t^csr ingeniiity, it is a Translator's dtiiy to tie p'ecMkriy cations 
iidw tie i^ii to bis own errors tbdse witfdi afiSe fVoin following a cor- 
rupted text. ' 
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OLD MAN. 

Fearing the public scorn, she staid behind 

ORESTES. 

I understand — : she knows that the whole city 
Suspect her. 

OLD MAN. 

Tis e'en so: just hate attends. 
That impious woman. 

ORESTES. 

How shall I slay her 
And him at the same time i 

ELECTRA. 

My Mother's death 
I will contrive. 

ORESTES. 

Sure Fortune will direct 
These great events aright. 

ELECTRA. 

May she afford 
To both of us her aid. 

OLD MAN. 

No doubt she will : 
But how wilt thou devise to slay thy Mother ? 

ELECTRA. . 

To Clyteninestra go, Old Man^ and tell her 
That I have borne a Son. 

OLD MAN. 

Long since, or lately i 

ELECTRA. 
Name this as the appointed day on which 
Custom ordains I must be purified. 

OLD MAN. 

But how can my delivery of such message 
Tend to thy Mother's slaughter ? 

' ELECTRA. 

' She will come 
Soon as she hears that I h ve felt the throes 
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Of pregnancy -rr 

6ld man. 

Why Ihink'st thou she regards 
Thy welfere, O my Daughter? 

ELECTRA. 

Yes, and weep 
To learn I am become a happy Mother. 

OLD MAN. 

Perhaps she may. But I would put an end 
To this thy long harangue. 

ELECTRA. 
*Tis evijdent 
That if she once come hither she must bleed, ^ 

OLD MAN. 

Her very palace doors, at tl^y b^hest^ 
Am I prepar'd to enter. 

ELECTRA. 

A small distance 
Is it from hence to Pluto's loath'd abode^ 

OLD MAN. 
With pleasure would I die, could I behold 
The great emprise sucpessful. ;. . , 

ELECTRA. 

But cpiMloc^ 
My Brother first. Old Man. ; | 

OLD MAN. 

Where nqw ^gisthus 
Is offering up a victim to the Gods f 

ELECTRA. 

Then this my message to my Mather beacv . 

QLD MAN. 

That she m2^y think J only fjrom your mouth 
Repeat the words. 

ELECTRA to Orestes. 
The business now is thine : 
"^hee Fate ordains the slaughter to begin* 
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ORESTES. 

i 

I would go thither bad I any gaide. 
I undertake that office^ nothing loth. 

ORESTES. 
O (12) Jove, our great progenitor, who wreak'st 
Vengeance on those we hate, to us extend 
Thy mercy : for our sufferings have been grievous. 

ELECTRA. 

On thy descendants look with pity down. 

ORESTES. 
And, O majestic Juno, who presid*:3t 
Over Mycene's altars, grant that we 
May conquer, if we pray for what is just. 

ELtCTJlA. 

O grant them to avenge my Father's death. 

ORESTES. 

Thou too, my Father, whom unlioly hands 
Sent to the shades of Orcus, and, O jEarth, 
Dread Queen, to whom I stretch forth suppli^qt hands, 

(12) '^ Orestes and Eljectra, after inyokiog Japiter, their great Pft< 
^ temal ancestor, and the giver of Victory, proceed to address Juno as 
** the tutelary Goddess of their country, and presiding over the mar-^ 
« riage vow which Cly temnestra had violated. Earth also is invoked 
*^ on account of Agamemnon being buried in it, and its containing the ' 
'' Daemons ^4 Furies who punished the wicked, and lastly Agamem- 
^< non, whose injured manes they are preparing to avenge.** Barnes* 

The passage of Psusanias referred to by Barnes, (Corintfataca, c. S4, 
p. 165, ed. Kiihnii) natations the worship of Jupiter TLafr^vo^ at Athens, 
and speaks of him as the same vvith the Jupiter to whose %ltar Priam 
^ fled when Troy was taken, who, as the commentator observes, was also 
called £{x but I am here induced to translate tlarr^ '* paternal An* 
** cestor a by Eleetni's reply, and the following passage in Eusta- 

thius, I? : vwr^ <nw %tim$ xxrmr^ copoyoyoy ffsriv* wdM watf avluj Afju^^^og 

a^, TO r *im tmAw hUKafAinia" V. 1, p. 516, Romas 1550. Me- 

Uunpus, a^ i.v. proceeds to observe, was Father of Antiphates, Grand- 
flither of Oicleus, and Great Grandfather of Amphiarens tiie Father of 
Amphilochus : the descent of Orestes and Eleetra fVom Jnpiter, the 
Father of Tantalus, was but one degree more remote. 
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Maintaio^ maintaiD hb. dearest Children's cause. 
Now come with thy confederate^ all the slain 
Who erst thy banners fuUow'd, when thy spear 
Smote Ilion's ramparts, and with those who hate 
The vile assassin. Thou hast heard my voice^ 
(13) O thou who from my Mother didst endure 
Most horrid wrongs. 

ELECTRA. 

My Sire knows all, he hears 
The words we utter : but th' important crisis 
Summons you hence, and this to thee again 
I say, ^gisthus by that hand must bleed. 
For, if defeated, thou, a breathless corse. 
Be stretcht upon the ground, consider me 
As one who am in fact already slain. 
And cease to number me among the living ; 
For with a two-edg'd sword, on my own head 
Will I inflict'the ghastly wound. The doors 
This moment am I entering, to prepare 
The fatal weapon. If auspicious tidings 
Of thee arrive, with a triumphant shout 
These walls shall ring; but if thou bleed, all this 
Must be reversed. Thus far to thee I speak. 

OREST^. 

I understand the whole. 

ELECTRA. 

Nought now remains 
But to perform thy part with manly firmness. 

>> [Exeunt orestes, pyladbs, and ohD man. 

Ye too, O Women, joining to your shouts 

(13) The alteration ni w{ into w, and the neceatity of either putting 
into a parenthesis, or transposing the two last lines of this speech having 
been urged by Reiskios, Mr Tyrwhitt, and Dr. Mi|sgrave> it appeared 
incumbent on me to avail myself of theii* assistance, as it enables me to 
give a much greater clearness of construction to a passage, which, when 
it first occurred to me in* Barnes's edition, appeared exceedingly intti- 
cate and confused* 
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Pull many a kindled torch, proclaim how ends 
This conflict. While I watch to see what passes, 
Uplifting the drawn falchion in my hand ; 
For, if defeated, I will ne'er submit 
To the injurious treatment of our foes. 

' [Exit ELECTRA. 

C H O R U S* 

ODE. 
I. 1. 

To us transmitted by maternal .care, 

Among traditions vouch'd by Fame, 

From Argive hills this rumour came. 
That Pan, the shepherd's God, some rural air 

Erst suiting to his dulcet reed, 
A Ram conducted o'er the grassy mead, 
Adorn'd with an exuberant fleece of gold : 

Then from the rock, his lofty stand. 

The herald utter'd this command, 
*^ Let all Mycene's race assembled go 

"An aweful spectre to behold, 
" By which their happy Monarch they shall know.** 
Then round the gates of (14) Pelops' Sons a band 

Of mighty nobles took their stand. 

I. 2. 

On holy altars tipp'd with burnish'd gold 
Full many a pious votary ga'z'd. 
And thro' the peopled streets thick blaz'd 

Rich frankincense; from every temple roU'd 
A cloud of fragrance to the skies; 

Heightening the power of vocal melodies; 

The soft flutes warbled their bewitching lore : 
Thyestes' praise did they resound^ 
Because among his flocks was found 

(14) The word in the original is ATpit^, which has the appearance of 
an evident jversi^^t, either in the Poet himself, or fats EcBtpn who txm 
flilent on the subject. 
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The golden Ram : for Atreas' (15) lovely Dame 

Seducing, the portent he bore 
To his own boose, then midst the people came. 
And boasted that his stalls the Ram did hold. 

Distinguished by "a fleece of gold. 

II. 1. 
Jove chang'd in that accursed hour 

The path of every star. 
And from their wonted stations far 
Drove to the west by his resistless power 
The flaming Sun, and Morn wbose forehead white 
Diffuses a celestial light : 
Thick gather'd in the north clouds fraught with rain, 
While Amraion's shrine on Libya's parching sand 
Stood open to receive the dews in vain. 
No genial shower from Heaven refre$h*d the thirsty land* 

11. 2. 
So Fame relates: but tales like these 

With me small credence find| 
That the world's all-pervading Mind 
Ca^s'd th' orient Sun, beneath Hesperian sea^ 
To quench his orb, avenging hunjan guilt. 

And blood by hands unholy spilt. 
Fresh strength is added to religion's ba§e 
By fables which man's breast with terror fill : 
But thou, O Mother of this noble race. 
Regardless of the Gods, hast dar'd thy Lord to kill. 

Heard ye a voice, my friends, as if the God 
Of Hell loud thunder'd in the realms beneath ; 
Or was it all the fiction of my brain ? 
Hark ! hark again ! these sounds distinctly rise ! 
Electra ! ho! come forth my royal mistress. 



. (13) iEropc. See theliistory of the House of Tantalus, siibjoiDed to. 
the Tragedy of Orestes, hi Uie first volume. 



ELECTRA. «8S 

ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

ELECTRA. 

Friends, what event hath happen'd, in what peril 
Are we involv'd f 

CHORUS. 
All that I know is this. 
The shrieks of death I hear. 

JILECTRA. 

I heard them too ; 
Tho' distant, surely they are not ideal. 

CHORUS. 

Loud and articulate the sound flies far. 

ELECTKA. 
From any Argive, or a friend of mine, 

Pid that groan come ? 

CHORUS. 

I ki)ow qot : for their voices 
Are intermingled. 

ELECTRA. 

By those words you bid me 
Dispatch myself: ^nd wherefore should I loiter i 

CHORUS, 
O stay till thou hast learn'd the real state 
Of thy affairs. 

ELECTRA, 
I must not I we arc vanquish^. 
Ah, where th' expected Messengers? 

CHORUS. 

At length 
Will they arrive : it is no easy task 
To slay a King. 

MESSENGER, ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

MESSENGER. 

Ye Virgins of Mycene, 
Ordain'd to share the triumph, I proclaim 
To all his friend^, Orestes hath prevuil'd | 
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And Agamemn.on'fi in»rdere|r, cari.t JEgisthus^ 
Lies stretcht upon the ground a breathless corse: 
Ye therefore tp tiv' immortal Gods are bound 
To offer up your thanks. 

ELECTRA. 

But who art thou ? 
Whence canst thou vouch these tidings are authentic ? 

MESSENGER. 
Know yoq not then that I whom you behold 
Am your own Brother's servant ? 

ELECTRA. 

O my friend^ 
Thy face I scarce remembered thro* my fears : 
But now I know thee. What was it thou said'st ? 
Is the detested murderer of my Sire 
Really dead ? 

MESSENGER. 
Dead. I repeat the tidings, 
Which *tis your wish to hear. 

CHORUS. 

Ye righteoas Gods ; 
And, O dread Justice, whose broad eye surveys 
Each secret crime, thou cam'st, at length thou cam^t. 

ELECTRA. 

But by what stratagems my Brother slew 
Thyestes' Son, I wish to be informed. 

MESSENGER. 
When we this house had left, we reached a spot 
Where two dividing roads branch off, and found 
Mycene's haughty Sovereign there, who walked 
In gardens water'd by translucent springs, s 

And cropp'd the myrtle's tender sprays, to form 
A garland for his brow. Soon as he saw us, 
^' Hail, O ye Strangers,'* be exclaim'd, ^^ who are ye ? 
*^ Whence came ye i in what country were ye born ?'* 
The answer which Orestes made, was this; 
^' We are Thessalianjf, and to Alpbeus' brinks 



ELECTRA. S82 

^^ A journey take, onr victims to present 

*^ T Olympic Jove." Which when -Sgisthus heard. 

He said, ** Ye now shall be my guests, and share 

** With me the genial feast: for to the Nymphs 
'* This ox I sacrifice. At early dawn, 
*' If ye forsake your couch, ye will accomplish 
" Your expedition : but now let us enter 
'* These doors." While yet he spoke, he seiz'd our hands. 
And led us in ; it was impossible 
To have refus'd : scarce had we pass'd the threshold 
When to his servants these commands he gave; 
*' Bring lavers to our guests without delay, 
" That round the altar, near the lustral vase, 
*^ They may be station'd." But Orestes answer'd; 
'* We in the waters of the limpid stream 
'* Have recently been purified, O King, 
'' And if the stranger, with the citizen, 
'' In his Oblation beallow'd to join, 
We come prepared, nor scruple to partake 
The holy rites." With this the conference ceasM. 
Soon as the servants had laid down the spears 
They bore to guard their Lord, they all empioy'd 
In various tasks their active hands; some brought 
The vase to catch the victim's streaming blood ; 
Some held tbe canisters ; but others kindled 
The sacred flame, and round the altar plac'd 
Huge cauldrons ; then re-echoed the whole dome. 
Meanwhile the Husband of your Mother threw 
Upon the altar salted cates, and uttei'd 
These words; '^O JJymphs, who haunt yon rocks, to you 
*^ Oft may I sacrifice the bleeding steer, 
" And with my Consort, Tyndarus' royal Daughter, 
^' Continue to be prosperous ; but may ruin 
" 0*ertake our foes:" Orestes and vourself 
By name expressing. While a different prayer 
My Lord in gentlest accents offer'd up. 
Beseeching the immortal Gods to grant him 
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The mansions of bis Sire ; a biting knife 

Now from the canister ^gisthus took, 

Cut off^ and cast into the lustrnl flames. 

The victim's hairs ; the shoulders of the beast, 

TVhich in their hands the servants had uplifted. 

Then pierc'd, and in these words addressed your Brother; 

*' 'Mong those renown'd exploits which are the boast 

** Of the Thessalians, to dissect the bull 

^' Is number'd, or to rein the fiery steed : 

*' This blade, O Stranger, take, and sl>ew that fame 

** Hath done Thessalia justice." But Orestes 

Seiz'd with firm hand the Doric flaying knife. 

And from his shoulders stripping oflf the robe 

Adorn'd with golden clasps, when he had chosen. 

For his assistant, Py lades, dismissed 

The servants, and, the victim's foot uplifting. 

Laid bare the flesh, which from the hide he sever'd, 

Jlis vigorous arm extending, ere the steed 

Could from the distance of twelve hundred paces 

Twice reach the goal ; the belly ijiext he open'd : 

^gisthus took the entrails in his hands. 

And view'd them eagerly; no lobe was there : 

But every fibre leading to the gall 

On his research foretold impending mischief: 

His brow was then contracted : but my Lord 

Ask'd ; *' Why is your soul sad ?'* *' I fear, O Stranger,. 

'^ Some treachery from a foreign land ;" he answer'd ; 

** For Agamemnon's Son is to my house 

" The most malignant foe." Orestes cried, 

'* Are you, the mighty Sovereign of this land, 

** Alarm'd at the devices of an exile? 

** Who will exchange, for aThessaliaa axe 

*' This Doric knife, that we the genial feast 

" Securely may attend, when we have made 

** A farther search ? the beast will I cleave open." 

Seizing the axe, he gave the deadly wound: 

^gibihiis had drawn forth, and was surveying. 
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Til' intestiaes : bat as he stoop'd down his head. 

Standing a tiptoe, on the spinal joint 

Your Brother smote and clove his back asunder;. • 

In strong convulsions his whole body writh'd ; 

And 'midst the agonies of deatli he howl'd. 

Soon as the servants saw their master slain, . « 

They rush'd to arms, and wag*d unequal war, •: / 

A multitude against t\yo combatants. 

But with their brandish'd falchions^ undismayed 

Pylades and Orestes all their rage 

Withstood, ^' I come, but with no hostile purpose, 

'* Or to this city or my subjects ;'* cried 

Orestes ; *' on the murderer of my Sire, 

" Have I his miserable Son inflicted 

'^ Just vengeance. Therefore, O ye antient servants 

'^ Of Agamemnon, slay me not.** When this 

They heard, they their protended spears withheld, 

And by a howy veteran in the house 

Your Brother was acknowledge : on his head 

Fresh garlands, now exulting, do they bind, 

And utter shouts of triumph. Here he comes. 

Bringing the head to shew you, not the Gorgon's> 

But sever'd from j^gisthus, whom you hate: 

Seiz'd by the chilling hand of death, he pays 

With blood the bitter usury of blood. 

CHORUS. 
I. 

My friend^ now join the choral dance. 
Vault like the hind with joyful bound, ' 

Till thou scarce seem to touch the ground> 
Thy Brother^s conquest to enhance, 
Who hath a brighter wreath obtain'd 
Than e*er Olympic champion gained : 
In notes like these thy joy prolong, . 
And bear a part in our triumphal song» 



SM ELECTRA. 

ELECTRA. 

Ye beams of Lights thoa chariot of the Sun, 
Thou Bartb, and ye unwelcome shades of Darkness 
Erewhile my only prospect ; now my eyes 
With freedom can I open, since ^gislbus 
The u],urderer of my Father is no more. 
Wliatever wreaths, I, O my friends, possess 
And these abodes contain, will I bring forth 
To place on my yictorious Brother's head. 

CHORUS. 

II. 

Select each flower of brightest hues, 
His brow the garland shall array : 
But be it ours to lead the way, 
A choir belov'd by every Muse. 
Our autient Monarchs o'er this land. 
Shall reassume their just conHnand. 
Yon lustful Tyrant bites the ground. 
Hence shall our festive strains more loudly sound. 

ORESTES, PYLADES, ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

ELECTRA. 

Orestes, mighty victor, O thou Son 
Of an illustrious Father, who prevail'd 
At Dion's siege, accept this diadem 
To grace the flowing ringlets of thy hair. 
For to thy native land again thou com'st, 
Not after whirling to a distant goal 
With useless speed thy car, but having slain 
The foe iEgisthus, by whose murderous hand 
Our Father died : and you, O Pylades, 
In arms his comrade, by a virtuous Sire 
Train'd to heroic actions, at ray hand 
Receive a wreath ; you also in this conflict 
An equal share of danger have sustained. 
And therefore may ye both be ever hapjxf. 
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0&E8TE8. 

l?irst^ O El^ctra, look upon the Gods 
As authors of our bliss, then praise me too 
Who am the minister of them and Fortune. 
For I come hither, having slain iEgisthus, 
By deeds, and not in empty words alone. 
To give clear proof of this, to you I bring 
His corse, which, if you list, you may exppae 
To beasts, or birds the children of the sky, 
(16) Suspended on a pole : for be is now 
Your slave, who erst was styl'd a mighty King. 

ELECTRA* 

I blush ; yet long to utter »-^ 

DRESTEiB. 

What? speak out: 
No longer have you ^ny cau^e to fear. 

ELECTHA* 
I dare not scoff the dead ; \>y envious tongues 
Lest I should b^ assaulted. 

ORESTES. 

There is no man 
Who hath a right to blame you for such conduct* 

ELECTRA. 

Our city is morose, apd prone to slander. 

(16) Iris, in Homer, ta|tf|ates Achilles to rescue the remaios of Fs- 
troclns from the Trojans^ lest Hector should treat them with the samtM 
udignity as Orestes here proposes inflicting on the slain ^Egisthus ; 

JIHHAI eeta ZKDAOIiEin, vofunlf en«ih\^ tan lu^» 

B. L. 18, T. 175. 
'^ Nor with his deat^ the lage of Hector ends : 
'^ A prey to dogs he dooms the corse to lie, 
^' And marks the place to fix his head on high." PoPE« 

and Achilles, it is well known, avenged himself on tlie body of Hector^ 
by dragging it bound to his chariot, ts a public spectacle, from the walls 
•f Troy to the Grecian fleet 

VOL. III. V 
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ORESTES. 

Say aU you wish^ O Sister^ for the hate 
We bore him was inexpiable. 

* ELECtRA. 

Enough. 
Which of my woes shall I name first, with which 
Conclude, to which allot the middle space? 
I never ceas'd each morning to recite 
In gentle whispers, what I had determined 
To utter to thy face, if from my fears 
I ever should be freed : now freed I am. 
And therefore will requite thy cruelty 
With those opprobrious words ) would have us'd 
Hadst thou been living still. To thee I owe 
My ruin ; both Orestes and myself 
Thou of our dearest Father didst bereave, 
From Agamemnon tho* thou hadst experienc'd 
No wrong : my Mother basely didst thou wed^ 
When thou hadst basely slain her former Lord 
The Grecian chief: thou ne'er didst sail for Troy, 
But didst become so foolish as to hope 
That Clytemnestra would not prove thy cnrse^ 
When thou didst form such union, and defile 
My Father's bed^ Let him who hath corrupted 
By stealth the Consort of another, know 
That when he afterwards is forc'd to wed her, 
He must be wretched, if he vainly deem 
The woman, who her chastity preserv'd not 
With her first Lord, can e'er to him prove constant. 
Tho' senseless of thy misery, thou didst lead 
A life most miserable : for thou wert conscious 
That in unlawful nuptials thou wert yok'd ; 
My. Mother also knew, in wedding thee. 
That she a villain wedded : having both 
Been guilty, she thy fortune shares, and thou 
Hast shar'd her punishment. Thou heard'st this language 
From every Argive tongue; '' that Woman's Husband^:" 



Nor caird they her, ^^ thy Wife." Yet 'tis degrading 

Whene'er the Female, not the Man, hears rule 

O'er any house. Those children, I abhor. 

Who by thieir Mother's^ not their Father's, name 

Are publibly distinguished in the city4 

If any one, in wedlock, with a dame 

Of high distinction and superior rank. 

Be join'di th^ Husband is of no account^ 

All speak of the Wife only. But here lay 

Thy error ; thou didst deem thyself a man 

Able to rule, because thou wert possess'd 

Of wealth, which in itself is nought, and stays 

For a short season only with its owner : 

Bat Nature, and not Gold, is ever firm ; 

Nature abides with man, abd can remove 

Evils the most severe, while lawless Gold, 

That inmate of the wicked, takes his flight 

From mansions where he flourished but a moment. 

As for thy sins with women, I of them 

Forbear to speak, since from a virgin's lips 

'Twould be unseemly, yet with cautious hints ' 

Can I point out so as to make them known. 

Thine was the haughty mien of him who dwells 

In regal mansions, and whose form is cast - 

In beauty's choicest mold. MlEiy he I wed 

By no smooth female visage be distinguish'd. 

But by the air and courage of a man. 

For they who from such hardy Fathers spring 

By Mars are patronis'd : but beauteous Sons 

Serve only to adorn the public dance. 

Perish, thou fooh: detected in thy crimes 

At length thou jiiistly suffer'st. Let no villain, 

Tho' the first stage of his career he run 

With prosperous Fortune, think he hath outstripp'd 

Avenging Justice, till he reach the goal. 

And end his life. 
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CH0RU8. 

The crimes which he committed 
Were dreadful^ dreadful too is the atonement 
Which he hath made to thee and to thy Brother: 
For Justice is with wondrous strength endued. 

ORESTES. 

Tis well. Ye, O my servants, must bear in 
The corse, and hide it, lest my Mother view. 
Upon her JBr&t arrival, ere she bleed, 
Her slaughter -d paramour. 

ELECTRA. 

^ Restrain thy tongue : 

On other topics let us now discourse. 

ORESTES. 

Ha ! do I see auxiliar Argive troops 
Approach i 

ELECTRA. 

Thou seest no Argive troops^ but h^r 
From whom I sprung. 

ORESTES. 

Full seasonably dbe;mshjes - 
Amid the thickest toils. 

ELECVRA. 

Her bumish'd car^ 
And tissued robes ^hiae bright. 

ORESISS. 

What now. lem^iU 
For us to dp, shall we with mthless steel 
Pierce the maternal breast? 

ELECHRA. 

Hath pity seised ihet 
Soon as thy Motller'-s visage Ibou befajeld'at I 

ORESTES. 

Ah, how can i slay her who mnrtur'd me^ 
And gave me birth i 

ELECTRA. 

As she iiath slain our Sire. 
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ORESTES. 

Great folly in thy oracles^ O Phcebus^ 
Didst thou betray — 

ELECTRA. 

Where shall we look for wisdom, 
If Phoebus err ? 

ORESTES. 

When me thou didst enjoin 
To slay my Mother with an impious hand. 

ELECTRA. 

By such just vengeance for thy murdered Sire, 
What harm canst thou incur ? 

ORESTES. 

I now am pure, 
But then shall be polluted with the blood 
Of her who bore me. 

ELECTRA. 

If thy Father's death 
Thou bring to strict account, canst thou be impious { 

ORESTES. 

But if I take my Mother's life away, 
I shall be punish'd. 

ELECTRA, 

To whom then, the vengeance 
Due to thy murder'd Sire, wilt thou abandon i 

ORESTES. 
Did not some Fiend this oracle pronounce 
Beneath the semblance of the Delphic God 

ELECTRA. 

His seat usurping on the holy tripod ? 
I think not thus. 

ORESTES. ^ 

Nor can I e'er believe 
That such response was genuine. 

ELECTRA. 

No?— beware 
Lest thou that noble spirit lose, aod sink 
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Into mere cowardice* 

ORESTES* 

Shall I for her 
Contrive the self-same artifice? 

ELECTRA. 

By which 
Thou hast already taken off her Lord^ 
Alrejady slain ^gisthus. 

ORESTES. 
# I go in. 
Tho* I am entering on a deed that's fraught 
With horror, I will execute the deed ; 
Thus let it be, if thus the righteous Gods 
Ordain : altho' this conflict to my soul 
At the same time be bitter, and yet sweet. 

[Exeunt orestes and pt lades* 

CHORUS. 

Queen of Argos' fertile ground. 
Daughter of Tyndarus the renownM, , 
And sister to the Sons of Jove, i 

Twin champions, who unconquer'd rove 
Amid the radiant fields of air. 
Round whom the blazing planets glare. 
Revered on earth, and wont to save 
Their votaries from the stormy wave ; 
All hail ! the homage which to thee 

1 pay, is hitherto the same 

With what the blest Immortals claim ; 
The wealth thou dost possess is great. 
And unallay^d thy prosperous state. 
But, O Queen, 'tis time to see 
What fortunes still thy life await, 

CLYTEMNESTRA, ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

clytemnestra. 

Alight, ye Trojan Damsels, from the car, 
^nd take my hand, while hence I step. The temples 
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Of the immortal Qods with Phrygian spoils 
Are grac'd : but I these oaptives from the realm 
Of llion in the stead of my lost (17) Daughter, 
A small yet acceptable gift possess. 

ELECTRA. 

Shall not I then (for like a slave cast forth 
From my paternal mapsions here I d\yeU 
In these calamitous abodes) receive 
Thy happy hs^nd, O Mother? 

CLYTEMNESTRA^ 

These my servants 
Are ready : your superfluous toils on me 
Bestow not. 

ELECTRA. 

Wherefore didst thou send me far 
From my lov'd home, a captive? for like these, 
I, when th' oppressor with an hostile band 
Seiz'd on our house, was taken, and became 
An orphan by the murder of my Father^ 

CLYTEMNESTRA. ' 

Such were the horrid projects which your Sire 
Devis'd against those friends whom least he ought 
To have thus treated. In my own defence 
^m I resolv'd to speak, tho' when a woman 
Takes up a wrong opinion, in her language 
There is a certain bitterness devoid 
Of truth, as instances before us prove. 
But when you are acquaiqted with the fact^ 
If you discover some sufficient ground 
For hating me, yoi^r h^te is just : if not,. 
Why harbour this aversion ? On your Father 
By Tyndarus 1 in marriage was bestow'd 
For no such purpose either that myself 
Or those I bore should die : but on pretence 
That he wcJuld wed my Daughter to AchilleSj^ 

(17) Iphigenin, 
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He to the port of Aulifi, ftomi our home 

ConvejM her, where be pierced the ^noWy neck 

Of iphigenia on the (18) ahw^ plac'd. 

If ta avert destruction from this eUy, 

Or that his house might prosper^ or to save 

His other children, for the sake of nicHiy 

He had slain one, he might have claim'd forgiveness : 

But Helen made him fraotic, and> because 

The Husband of that traitress knew not how 

.To rule his Consort, hath he slain my Daughter, 

Yet tbo* the wrongs I had endur'd were great, 

I had not been so cruel as to lake 

My Husband's life away; but he return*d. 

And with him brought a (tg) Damsel, in whose breast 

Prophetic freaky rag'4, whom to bis bed! 

He took, and we two Wit^s^ together dwelt 

Beneath one roof. The weakness of our seiB 

I freely own-, but iii a woomn's breast/ 

Nature implants such weAtiiiess : when her Ler($ 

Offends against the nuptial vow ami loathes 

His CoilsoFt, if she dare to imitate 

Th' example her peipfldiotis' Hvsband gives^ 

And take a payamoui^, i^|(r0ach assails 

Our blasted ndrne^ while Man, &om whoar these crisdes 

Derive their origin, ^^dapes tinc^nsur'd. 

Had Menelaus secretly been tor& 

From Sparta's coast, must I have slain Oteaffes, 

The Husband of my Sister to redeem f 

How would your Father have endur'd this wrong? 

And was it just thait he, for he^vmg sktin 

(18) Scaliger, Barnes, Carmelli, Mr. Tyrwliitt, s^id Dr. Miftsgrave, 
all concur in objecting to tk6 vford v^vTms, in the stead of ^hicli tliey 
have successively raggetted the loUowiflg yeadings ; vnkcg^ "hmtf, tri^, 
or T7iXi/|, and vm^^ ; tiie last of w^fioli I prefer^ as deviatiag least from the 
texty and appearing most conformable to the language elsewhere used 
by Euripides. 

(19) Cassandra. 
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My Daughter, should Dot perish ? was it JQst 
I to such insults should submit i I smote 
Th' ags;ressor, trod in the most obvious path. 
And courted the ^issistance of his foes : 
For which of all your Father's friends with me 
Would have conspir'd in causing him to bleed? 
Speak w hatsoe'er you list, and your objections 
W ith freedom urge, to prove your Sire was sfeia 
Unjustly. 

EI^ECTRA* 
Thou hast spoken of his death 
As just, yet such a deed, tho* just, is base. 
For^ wise Matron should in every point 
Yield to her Lord: but if thou think not thus, 
Jf to my arguments thou still art deaf. 
Remember, O my Mother, thy last words. 
By which fhou didst allow th&t I to thee 
Without constraint may speak. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

I that permission 
Retract not, but again confirm, O Daughter 

ELECTRA. 

Wilt thou not wreak thy vengeance on my head 
When thou hast heard me f 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

No: but with complacence 
Attend to your opinion. 

ELECTRA. 

I will then 
Speak what I think, and open with this^ prelude; 
O Mother, would to Heaven thou hadst possessed • 
A soul more virtuous : for tho* beauty give 
Renown to thee and to thy Sister Helen, 
Ye both have by your wantonness disgraced 
Your Brother Castor : she, tho' borne away, • 

Fell thro' her own consent : but thou didst murder. 
-Tbe bravest chief of Greece, onf a pretence 
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That to avenge thy Daughter, thoa dickt alaj 
Thy Husband. For the world is not apprised 
As I am of the truth. Ere 'twas decreed 
That Iphigenia should be oiler'd up, 
Mo sooner had thy Husband left his home. 
Than at the golden mirror thou didst curl 
Thy auburn ringlets. Write that Dame uncbaat^j^ 
Who in the absence of her Lord adorns 
Her person ; for she ought not to display , 

A beauteous face abroad, unless she seek 
Some paramour.. Among the Grecian matrons, 
I know of none but thee, who were with joy 
Transported, if the Trojans prov'd victorious 
Or, if they met with adverse fate, whose ey^s 
A cloud o'erspread ; for thou from Troy didst wish 
That Agamemnon never might return^ 
Great motives too hadst thou to make thee chaste; . 
,A Husband not inferior to iEgisthus 
Wasf thine, whom Greece had chosen for the leader 
Of her confederate host ; and from the deeds 
Of infamy thy Sister Helen wrought^ 
^ight'st thou immortal glory have obtained. 
For crimes become a lesson to the virtuous. 
An useful spectacle. If, as thpu say'st, 
My Father slew thy. Daughter; in what instance 
Have I and my unhappy Brother wrong'd thee ? 
Why didst not thou, when thou hadst slain thy Lord^ 
To us surrender our paternal mansions. 
Instead of meanly bartering them to purchase 
Another Husband? yet in thy Son's stead 
^gisthus is not exiled, neither dies he 
In just revenge for me whom he hath slain, 
Tho* yet I live, yea slain more cruelly 
Than that poor victim my lamented Sister. 
If slaughter then by slaughter be repaid. 
Myself must with thy Son Orestes join 
To take thy life awayj and to requite 
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The manes of our Father: for if thou 
Didst act with justice, this were justice too. 
But he who with a view to wealth or rank 
Weds an abandon'd woman^ is devoid 
Of understanding : for a virtuous Consort^ 
Tho' mean her birth, transcends the guilty great. 

CHORUS. 
In wedlock Fortune swjays : the nuptials formed 
By some I see are prosperous, others wretched. 

CLYTEMNESTRA, 

You, O ray Daughter, were by nature fram'd 
For your departed Father to retain 
A strong affection. It is ever thus; 
To the male Parent some are most attached 
And some prefer the Mother, I forgive you : 
For when 1 think, O Daughter, on the deed 
i have committed, I no pleasure feel. 
But thus unwash'd, and clad in squallid weeds> 
Are you just risen from childbirth's painful couch ? 
My deep-laid schemes, alas ! have made me wretched,: 
For to immoderate anger I provok'd 
My present Lord, and caus'd him to imbrue 
His hands in blood. 

ELECTRA. 

Too late dost tbon bewail 
Those ills thou canst not remedy. My Sire 
Is dead. But why neglect'st thou to recall ** • 

Thy Son, who wanders from bis native land I 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Because I fear his wrath, and to my own 
Jn preference to his interests must attend : 
for he resents, they say, his Father's murder. 

ELECTRA. 

^ But wherefore is thy Lord so fierce against nsf 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

flis temperas such : you also are too proud. 
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Altho' I grieve, yet will I leAm to check 
My indignation. 

CLYTEWENESTRA. " 

He too shall no more . 
Treat you with harstmeBs; 

ELECTRA. 

Of himself he thinks 
Too highly^ from residing in our palace. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Do you perceive how you afresh stir up 
The embers of contention i 

ELECTRA. 

I am silent : 
For I dread him, as far as there is causer 
To dread .^isthus. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Peace, no more of this- ■, 
Bat why do you invite me, Omy Daughter? 

eIectra. 

Thou sure hast heard that I the throes of childbirth 
Have newly suffered, aud wilt offer up 
Due sacrifice (for the established ritelj 
I know not) on the tei^th. revolving day 
Of the asNQ^e BDloon in which the boy was born. 
As custom hafh otdainfd* I am perplex'd 
How to conduct myself, for ne'er till now « -i 

The prcgtiant matron's anguish did I feel. - : . . • 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

This offioe is another's,, it is her's 
Who freed you from the burden of your woi»b« ' 

. ... ■ ELEClHA. ■'.: I- 

Alone the pangs of phildbtith I endur^'d, 
Alon^ barqught forth the infant. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

L. u' ' Standa thfe bimse ■ 

Thus distant from all friends? 
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ELECTRA. 

^is DO man^s wish 
To make the poor his friends. ^ ^ 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

But I will go. 
And offer up a victim to the Gods, 
Because the $tated number of the days 
Is now complete since you brought forth a so^ ; 
When I for you this service h^ve performed. 
Next to the fields, where with Ubations due x 
My Lord adores tlie Nymphs. My Servants hence 
Convey these harness'd steeds that draw my ear. 
And place them in the stalls; soon as ye think 
I have performed the sacrifice, return : 
For I my IJusband also must attend. 

\^Exit CLYTEMNESTRA. 
ELECTKA. 
Enter these humble dwellings of the poor; 
But, O be cautious, lest perchance our walls . 
With smoke discolour'd soil thy tissued robe : 
For on the righteous Gods shalt thou bestow 
Fit expiations : now, the cani^er 
Is ready, and the biting knife which slew 
The bull, near whom shalt thou thyself lie sniltten4 
For he whose impious couch thou didst partake 
In the broad day, in Pluto's house shall wed thee* 
Thus by this hand requited for thy crimes. 
Wilt thou appease ^he -manes of my Sire. 

{Exit EI/ECVRA. 

: . ■ . . ' . ■ I . . . 

CHORUS. 

ODE. . 
I. 

Vengeance oSpreads her banners wide, 
Another storm is on the wing; 
J5rst mighty victim, did my King 
Distain the laver with a crimson tide : 
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Each rooF^ each turret with his crie^ 
Resounded; '^ Wouiau^ stay thy handi 
'' Why dost thou murder me? my native land 
" After ten years I viewy but view with closing eyes.** 

II. 

Justice, now again rever'd. 
Conducts th' Adultress to her fate. 
Who when her Liord, from teil debate 
Victorious, reached those walls ihe Cyclops rear'd,- 
Smote him with a remorseless hand. 
Herself the sharpen'd pole-axe bore, 
Herself was sprinkled with her Husband's gore^ 
Whose evil Genitis wove th' unhallow'd nuptial bancF.* 

III. 

Resembling a fell (£0) lioness, who roves 

O'er hills and thro* the thickest groves, 
l^e dar^d to perpetrate this impious deed — -» 

CLYTEMNESTRA (wUhin). 

My Children, 1 implore you by the Gods, 
Slay not your Mother. 

SEMICHORUS. 

Heard ye the loud shriek 
Beneath that roof? 

CLYTEMNESTRA (mUhm.) 

Ah me ! 

CHORUS. 

Her too I wail 
Whom her own Children smote. In its due season- 
The Gods deal justice forth with rigid hand. 
Thy sufferings are severe: but thou hast wrought, 
O miserable woman, 'gainst thy Lord 
Crimes most atrocious. But behold imbrued 
In their slain Mother's recent gore^ they come 

(so) In LycophroD, where Agamemnon's deatb is minutely described 
without any names being mentioned, Clytemnestra ift emphaticaliy 
^ed *' the lioness." 



BLfiSCTRA. 305 

Forth from the house.: too clearly thU interprets 
Those sad expostulations which to them 
She in the agonies of death addressed. 
There neither is, nor ever was, a race 
More wretched than the seed of Tantalus. 

ORESTES, PYLADES, ELECTRA, CHORUS. ■ 

(The Bodies of Mqi^t^v^ €Lnd Cltt£mnestra arc 

brought upon the Stage). 

ORESTES. 

O Earth and Jefve, who at one glance survey'st 
All human actions, view these works of blood 
And horror, these two corses on the ground 
Laid prostrate, smitten by my vengeful arm, 
For a requital of my woes, 

ELECTRA. 

Such scenes 
As this, O Brother, claim a flood of tears; 
But I have been the cause : for, of all danger 
Regardless, her did I assail who bore me. 
Hard was thy fate, my Mother, in producing 
A brood so impious*; what thou hast endur'd 
From thy own Children hath, alas! been wretched. 
And more than wretched : for my Father's death 
Yet art thou justly punish'd. 

ORESTES. 

Thou, O Phoebus, 
E'en thou, didst by thy oracles enjoin 
This vengeance; our unutterable woes 
Hast thou made public. From the Grecian land 
Yet thou the baleful nuptials hast expell'd^ 
Which were with gore cemented. To what city 
Shall I repair, w4iat hospitable friend. 
Or who that's pious, will endure the sight 
Of me my Mother's murderer i 

ELECTRA. 

Wbnt resource 



604 SI^ECTRA. 

Is left fbr me? ab^ whither shall I go, 
Where celebrate my nuptials ? to his bed 
What bridegroom will rec^eive me ? 

ORESTES. 

Yet again 
Is your opinion alter'd with the wind : 
For*now a sober judgement do you form, 
Tho' erst you greatly err*d. You, O i6y Sister, 
Did perpetrate a horridf deed, by urging 
Your Brother, tlio' reluctant. Saw you not 
My wretched Mother draw her tissiffd robe 
Aside, and in the agonies of death 
Display her bosom ? on the ground, alas, 
Drench'd .^irith b^r gore, lies the maternal corse# 
Her by the hair I seiz'd* 

El^EGTRA^ 

Remorse, I know^ 
Enter'd thy soul, soon as the piteous shrieks 
Thou heard'st of her who bore thee. 

ORESTES. 

She these wordt 
Did also utter, with uplifted hands. 
Touching my beard }• '* I sue to thee, O Son ;'' 
And clung around me with a strict embrace^ 
Till 1 let fall the sword. 

CHORUS. 

How, wretched woman, 
Could'st thou endure to see thy Mother breathe 
Her last ? 

ORESTES. 

A mantle o'er my eyes I tbrew^ 
And the unholy sacrifice began 
With my drawn falchion, on my Mother's neck 
The stroke inflicting. 

ELECTRA. 

But J urg'd thee on. 
And bore a fiword with thee. 



BLECTRA. S06 

ORESirESb 

You have commiUed 
Ad act most horrible* Yoar Mother's corse ^ 

Take up, and o'er it cast the decent Test; 
With fillets dose her woaiids— from thy own womb 
Thy murderers sprung^ 

ELBCTRA. 

See, O my firtends^ and ye 
Who to Electra are do <ttl) friends, I cast 
A garment o'er bar weltering cerse, to end 
The sorrows of our house* 

CHOirUB. 

AboTe that roof 
Appear some Deittotts, or eelestial Gods : 
For inaccemible to hrntian steps 
Is that aerial roaid. But wherefore come they. 
Where by man^l eyes tliey clearly, ane •diecera'd i 

■ * 

CASTOK ANU W}LLUX, PYLADES, ElEOtllA, 

CHORUS. 

CASTOR. 

Thou Son of Agamemnon, hear our voice, 
For we twin Brothers to the Dame who bore thee. 
Castor and Pollux, call, the Sons of Jove. 
No sooner had our care appeas'd the storms 
Of Ocean, dreadful to the foundering bark. 
Than we to Argos came, where We the slaughter 
Of this our Sister and thy Mother saw ; 
With justice hath she saffer'd ; but the wound 
From thee was impious. Surely Phoebus, Phcebus, 
(But I^ because be is my King, am silent) 
Tho* fraught with wisdom^ hath to thee disclos'd 
No sapient oracle. We, thro' constraint. 

(21) The Trojan CaptiVe», dyteninestnfs attendants, to wbom abc 
ackifefltes henelf at her first entrance, in the 998th line of tbb Tragedy, 
as it stands in Barnes's edition. 

VOL, III. X 



906 .ELECTRA. 

Approve of all that be .ordaios : but thou 

Must act hereafter as tbe Fates and Jove 

Dispose of thee*. On Pylades bestow 

Electra^ let bim take his Consort home : 

Leave thou thy Argos.; for tbou may'stnotr enter 

Its gates^ because thy Mother thou bast slain. 

But those dire Goddesses with dog-ey'd glare^ 

The Furies, will constrain tbee far to roam 

A frantic exile : but when tbou arriv'st 

At Athens^ round the venerable image 

Of Pallas twine thy suppliant arms : for. them 

She by the terrors of h<er hissing snakes 

Will drive away, nor suffer them to touch thee^ 

Extending her broad iBgis o'er thy head. 

But, nam'd from Mars .there. is a certain hill 

Where the. immortal Powers in judgement sat 

On miirder, .when the cruel God of war 

Slew lustful Halirrothius, fir'd with rage 

Against that impious miscreant, Neptune's Son^ 

Who had by force defil'd his (22) Daughter's bed ; 

There each decision since that time pronounc'd 

Is sacred, and awarded by the Gods ; 

Thither must thou repair^ and take thy trial 

After this bloody deed : in number equal. 

The votes shall save thee from the doom of death ; 

For Phoebus, whose oracular response 

Urg'd thee to slay thy Mother, to himself 

Shall take the blame ; and an establish'd law 

To future ages shall be handed down. 

That the accus'd, when thus the suffrages 

Are equally divided, shall prevail. 

Hell's ruthless Goddesses on this decision. 

With anguish smitten, underneath the hill 

Shall enter a* deep cavern, and deal forth 

An oracle held sacred by mankind. 

(22) Alcippe. ^ 



jBLECTRA, 807 

But on the banks of Alpheus must thou dwell, 

Hear the Lycsean temple, in a city i 

Of the Arcadians, which from thee its name 

Hereafter shall derive. To thee these words 

Have I address'd. Let Argos' citizens 

Over this corse of slain ^gisthus, heap 

A tomb. But Menelaus, who at Nauplla 

Is just arriv'd from vanquish'd Ilion's coast. 

Shall with funereal pomp inter thy Mother, 

Aided by Helen ; for from |^roteus' house 

She comes, from Mgjpt, nor e'er went to Troy; / 

But Jove an image of that lovely dame 

Thither convey'd, among mankind to cause 

Dire strife and slaughter— therefore that pure (<23)Virgin 

Receiving for his Bride, let Pylades 

Her to his palace in Achaia bear. 

And taking with him to the Phocian realm 

The man they call the Husband of thy Sister, 

Reward his merits with abundant gold. 

But with adventurous footsteps must thou enter 

That neck of land the Isthmus, and proceed 

To a blest dwelling in Cecropia's land. 

For when, such punishment as fate ordains 

Thou hast endured, to expiate this foul murder, 

(S4) Shalt thou be happy, freed from all thy toils^ 

(23) Electra; whose remaimng a virgin after being constrained to 
marry the Peasant, together with her stratagem to bring Clytemnestra 
from ArgoSy b^ pretending that she had been delivered of a Son, form 
so considerable a part of the plot of tiiis Tragedy. Why Dr. Mus- 
grave, in his notes and Latin version, alters xo^, virginem, into x^u^, 
gandens, I am unable to comprehend: car mutare volumus si nifail 
cogat ? is a very seasonable admonition of CarmelU, introduced in one 
of bis remarks on an expi^ession in this very scene. 

(24) ^Thus, conformably to historic truth, is Orestes said, after 
*^ being expiated from the mttrder of his Mother, to have flourished in 
*' along and happy reign, the shortest space asstgned to which is 
" twenty-eigfat years, some say fifty, and others seventy, for he is be- 
" foved to have exceeded the ninetieth year of Im agP : in. regard to 
" his stature, which wa|( seven cubits, an4|.his,)M)Qes being discovered 



May we converse With yoo, O 8bil Of JdVi ? '■ > 

Ye may, sintfe nnpoltntcd with these mtlltlei^. ' 

And is it, O je-ptogeny of Tyhrfarus^ 
Allowable for me ib'sp^afc? 

CAStOft, " • ' 

*; Tothde' 

I also grant permission : fdr to Phcebtis* 
Will I impuife the blobdy ■ *eed. 

CHORUS. 

Gods as ye are, and firolbers to tbe]$1aia, 

Did ye not drive the ruthfess Fktes away 

Far from these mansibnsV ;. ;' ' - 

"cAStCHt. '■•■;■'■■ 

Hither wiere they brought 
By the behests of dread"Necessily, 
And those unwise responses which the t9ngue 
Of Phoebns utter'di 

ELIXTRA. 

But wliat Delphic God, 
Wliat oi-acle, pronouric'd tl^at I sbodld slay ^ 

My Mbtlier? 

GASTOBU 

Common were ybnir deeds, yonr fates 
Are common too: fbrbotfa^ one evil Gfenius, 
To you transmitted from yoiir iincestors. 
Hath ruin'd. 

' ORESTES. 

O, my Sistefji whotn again ..' / 

After a tedious absence I bejiold, ^ , 

From your endearments in a moment torn, 

« at Tegirti, A city iii Ar<Jadiii, cdtiMt Iftrdlfo^, L, 1, ^ii-69, aUd 
« - NatiKt Ccrtaei MSrthoU L. ^, c. 2 » BARftti. 



You must I leave^ andijc t^t jEOu forsaken. 

' > cmUtor. 

A husband and a home are liert^; sb^siifiers ' '■ '■ 
No misery^ save that she is forc'd to qoit ' ^ -• 

The Argive city, : i - i >' 

And what gro^uis ipoQi^ detp 
Than those which exile from. iuir native land 
Calls forth? but! mpsi leave my Father'ii house^ 
At the tribunal of a forego v^l^. 
For having slain my Mfltfaer/ to endure 
A trial. ■ .? 

CAffFOR* ' : - ! 

O take courage* Thou sbalt vei|bh - 

Minerva's holy city^ th«9foneJeara 
To bear these soitrQH<8« . ' 

• E££CTRA.' 

. Clasp 'me to thy breast; 
My deareiit Brother ; fur^tfae dreadifiii earses ' i^ 

Pronounp'd bj ouf dam Mojjbtr^ 4ny(? vs £Mr * ^ ' 

From our paternal mam&OB; : ' "^ 

Conk, embrace mej 
Andrweep ais if 'twerB^o'eriaiy grave. i- 

€ASTOR« ^ 

Alas I 
The words tjura speak'ill; with Borrcw mvd|;>aifeot ' '' 
The very Gods jwho heart £»r> in tbi^bosom^ 
And those of all tbe blest cekstial PbwetSi ' ^ -'- 

Dwells tender pky ibr the jmes of man« 

oiips'Vss, 
I ne'er shaU'sce yoouiore; 

■ ELECfTRA. ' 

Nor to tbos^ eyes 

Shall I again appear. 

ORE8TE8. ' 

.•■ i..,;»; iil ■ ' ■'■ i •- FofilheJasttime 
With you I now conytme. i -^ ..•..: 
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91# . BLECTRA. 

EUBcnrRA. 

Farewell^ O city ; 
I ako bid a long farewell to you 
Its lov'd inhabitants. \ . 

ORESTES. 

.' Most faithful Sister, 
Are you already .going ? - 

.fiLECFRA. 

I depart. 
While tears bedew my cheeks. 

ORESTES* 

Exulting, leave 
These realms^ O Pylades, Md vith thee take 
Electra thy affianc'd Wife* 

GASTOiL 

Let .them 
To their espousals see.: but to: escape 
Those hounds of hell the Furies, haste to Athens : 
For Jijfith terrific mien, they come to seiee thee. 
Brandishing serpents, ttey are< black as night. 
And in their vengeful hands aloof they bear 
The bitter wages of impiety. 
But we with speed to the Sicilian deep. 
To guard th' adventurQus barks of those who stem 
The ocean, must repair : as thro' the plains 
Of trackless. Ether our career we hold. 
We never grant pToteotion to the wipked ; 
But those to whom the laws of sanctity - - 
And justice, thro' this mortal life, are dear, 
Tho' compass'd by unnumbered toils, we save. 
Let no man theretbre be disposed to act 
Unjustly, or with perjur'd oomrades sail ; 
To mortals, I, who aip a God, declare 
The$fe awefu) truths. 

CHORUS. 

Farewell. And sure the man 
To whom this .lidsh is granted, he who fe^ls 
No pressure of calamity, is blest. 



FRAGMENTS. 



D cp w c i nwpr mrailMetty 
Aareay perpetofi temper digiiiBiiiiia vitl, 

LuCRCTttJft 



, The letters B. and M. are references to Barnes's and Dr. Musgrate's 
editions, for the convenience of any readers who may choose to exa- 
mine particular rnwrmcrf ni Hict oagiBal : the former having nnmbered 
the lines^ the latter, only te detedied KNiteBceSy the references are 
figaoed accordingly in the margin, after the first sixty lines, which are 
the same in both editions. I have added a few more Fragmoits from 
Heath's Notes on the Greek Tragic Writers, and Valkenaer's Disser- 
tation saltjoined to his Hippolytns. 



FRAGMENTS. 



DANAE. 

Totmn Iter ac patens 
Conveno in pretitun Deo. Hon* 



MERCURY. 

1 HESE (I) mansions^ and this fortress well begirt 

With lofty ramparts^ no vain pomp display. 

Monarch, and Priest, Acrisius here commands; 

Among the Greeks this city is called Argos» 

But eager to obtain a Son, the King 

Entered the Pythian temple, and addressM 

This question to Apollo ; by what means 

With a male offspring he hb hou3e might strengthen. 

Thro' what propitious God, or human aid ? 

But dark was the response which Pbcebus utter'd ; 

'^ In ti«c shall a male progeny be given^ 

^ Not sprung from thy own loins : thou must beget 

^ A Daughter 6r$t ; she knowing, yet not knowingji 

(t) ^ Xtie Peel 4m^ not here «ay tiwit Arpm or Myeeae are poor 
^ eitie^, te this ^woii|4 \m^ a doww^t coi»tnidiGtm W Homert ivtia 
« <iLeiipr«iaiMidsayyiilMyco9enG^: 

^ II ni/h jfinoiNw w A t f^ff u n m MMonnp. D. L. 7, ▼. 180. 

** but meaoos that the walls of this palace and city, not so beantiftd and 
<' splendid as durable, are constmcted with steel and adamant, being 
^ tiie workiiian9hip of tkus Cy<{|i:>p«, as Uas been mentioned in several 
** other passages," BAav 98, 

Tlicy who ^le dissatisfied with the text a^ it stands in the piinted cuU- 
tionS; and love conjectural reading and transposition, will meet vrttii 
abundant gratification by referring to Dr. Musgrave*! notes. 



314 FRAGMENTS, 

^^ By stealth, a paramour, shall to her Sire 
'' A winged Lion for his Grandchild hear, 
^' Who ov^ these domains shall rule supreme." 
Hearing these oracles, he for a time 
The genial couch abandoned ; but unmindful 
Of his resolves, and by desire o'ercome. 
He afterwards a Daughter did beget. 
On whom he from this long delay bestowM 
The name of Danae ; soon as she was born. 
He in those (2) female chambers he had rear'd. 
Consigned her to the care of Argive virgins : 
Using precautions, lest she should behold 
The face of man : but after she was grown 
To full maturity, and thro' all Greece 
Distinguished for her charms 3 Jove, mighty Sire, 
By Love's i.qevitable magic caught. 
Attempted to ascend her bed in secret. 
But by the open language of persuasion 
Failing to win the Nymph, he next devis'd 
This artifice.; transform'd to purest gold 
(Aware that gold's what mortals covet most) 
Fron^ the steep roof, to glide into the hands 
Of th' inexperienc'd Virgin .; the deep fraud 



^i 



* t 



(2) The nufit»».tca^ or chambers appropriated for the separate residenct 
of the women, and answering, as Barnes observes, to tiie Seraglios among 
the Turks, ace frequentiy mentioned by onr author. 3ut the place of 
Banae's confinement is by Apollodorus said to have been a brasen dun- 
geon built for that purpose by her Father Acrisius, on being informed by 
the oracle that she was to bear a Son who would kill his Grand&theTy 
mid take possession of his kingdom. Ant. Thylesins, who has written a 
Tragedy on this subject, called Imber Aureus, printed at Veaice m 1529, 
represents Danae*s prison as erected by Volean and his Cycl<^, to v^hom 
Acrisius not only gives a splendid entertainment, bnt orders his servants 
to pour forth upon the ground talent of gold, which he invites them to 
^e up double bandfuls of. 

Prius tamen talenta hum! famuli diffondke. 
Unique largiter capite manu quas debeo. 

* 

The reader will probably desire no farther specimen from this piec?> 
which is vfery rarely to be met with. 



fragments; \ si£ 

She knew not, and received the molten God 

Into her bosom : but when she at length 

Perceiv'd the growing burden of her womb. 

She was overwhelmed with wonder, nor could guess 

How it was possible for her to fall 

Into such infamy, when she her honour 

Had still preserv'd : but while in secrecjr 

She hence would fly, her Father, having learnt 

The cause, inflamed with anger, hath confin'd. 

And keeps her in a dungeon, that the truth 

With his own eyes he may explore; resolving. 

Soon as her shame he shall perceive confirmed 

Beyond all doubt, to cast into the sea 

His Daughter and her Child. Me therefore Jove 

To Danae hath with acceptable tidings 

Dispatch'd, which I shall instantly convey; 

For every prudent Messenger, with zeal 

Ought to perform the mandates of his Lord. [J^xiV. 

CHORUS OF ARGIVE VIRGINS. 
What wondrous tidings reach our ears! 
With speed augmented by my fears, 
I seek the palace of the King. 
Whence can these envious rumours spring, 
That thro' each street with loud acclaim, , 
Bely fair Danae*s virgin fame ? 
Curs'd be that slanderer's baleful tongue 
Which first her honour dar'd to wrong. 
And, ** by some paramour defil'd," 
Says, " she is pregnant." But his Child 
Acrisius tends with anxious guard. 
Her chambers closely hath he barrel ; 
The real truth I wish to learn. . 
But from the palace, I discern 
The Sovereign of this Argive state, 
Npw coming hither: with a weight 
Of griefs opprest he seems to tread. 
Because his Daughter would have fle^jl. 



SIS FRAGMBNT& 

Think'st thou Hell heeds thy plaints^ and will Mslore 
Thy breathless Son^ if still thou groan .^ desist t ' 

For thou with greater ease wilt learn to bear 
Thine own^ while thou bebold*st tby neighbour's woes^ 
B. 66 If thou reflect how many are oonfin-d 
M.,Dic- By galling chains^ and of their children reft, 
tys 14 How many in a miserable old age 

Now pine^way, and they whoerst were great 
And happy Kings> are dwindled into ootbing. 
These ought to be the objects thou obsery'at. . .' 

v/ My doctrine's this, the fortunes of mankind 
Are like that changeful element call'd Air, 
Whose qualities are these; a blaze of light 
In summer it displays, and the thiqk clqud? 
Assembling, swells th' unwelcome wintry glppip, 
B, 74 Causes the vernal flower to bloom and fade 
M,i, p598 To live and die: such is the i'ace of man^. 
A radiant calm of happy days to some 
Is by the Fates albtted, but for others 
The sky grows black with storms: some lead a life 
Of misery, 3ome of bliss, and to events 
Which seem auspicious, others owe tbeurruin. 

With what heroic virtues are the souls 

« 

Of all who spring from noble fathers warmM ! ' 

• . • « 

85^ No man is uusubdu'd by gold^ at lec^t 

If such there be, I know not w^e to 6pd htiii. 

He who delights to flll his house with treasune, 
Tho' to his craving stomach he denies 
E'en necessary food, is ripe to plunder 
The statues of the Gods, I deem, and Wage • '* 
Against his dearest friends unnatural War. 

Love is a slothful guest estranged from toil, 
tie in the mirror places his deljght,. 
B. 01 And waving ringlets ting'd with auburn hves^/ , 
But flies jrfjm industry: I will advance ... ,, 
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One single proof of fkiia, tie xtiendicdtit 
Was e'er LoTe's l\>tary ; but ftmottg the soni 

Of wealth alone the wartton God resides. 

.. * 

To all young men this counsel I address ; 

Wait not till ye are old, ere ye coatract ,. . 

Espousals and beget a race of children ; 

For, to his Consort, is the aged Husband B. 99 

A torment, not delight: wed therefore early : ^' ^ 

For in life's {»ribie more gi-ateful die the t6ils 

Of education, and the tcud^^r Son 

Looks with complacence on his youthful Sire. 

A Woman, leaving the paternal house. 

No longer to her parents doth belong, 

But to her Husband : the male progeny . * * 

In their Sire's mattsiods are for ever stationed, M. * r 

Champions of their hereditary Gods, , 

And hallow'd tombs of their progenitors. 1 

There is a proverb, that in subtile arte 
Women excel, tho* men best poiie the spear : 

If conquest were by stratagem alone 

To be obtain'd, our sex o'er man would rule. 

My voice concurs with thine : in every sphere 
Above our feeble sex man's genins soars. 

O woman, grateful are these solar beams, 

And, when the winds are hush'd, 'lis sweet to view 

The level ocean, earth with verdure deck'd. 

The plenteous waters of refreshing springs, ^ B^ 114 

And there are many beauteous objects more M. 10 

Whose praise 1 might recount: yet none more welcome 

Than Children, when they to the house of those 

Who long despair'd of issue, give new lustre. 

Pois'd ih my arms, and clinging round my neck 
In childish sport, he with a thousand kisses B ^^^ 

Shall win my soul ; these blandishitietits, my Sire, m. 11 

Work more than magic philtres on mankind.* 
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S18 FRAGMENTS. 



b 



. The sayings of the weakhy^ men term wise; 
But when the poor^ when he who from a line 
Of humble ancestors derives his birth, 
B. 135 Discreetly speaks, they laugh : but I full oft 
M. 12 Observe the indigent exceed the rich 

In wisdom, and find men who in their hands 
Bear a small offering to the Gods, more pious 
Than them who sacrifice the bleeding steer. 

B. 132 «• There's no beleaguer'd fort, nor gold, nor aught 
^' ^^ So difficult to be preserved as Woman. 
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iE G E U S. 

E'en to the fallen this privilege belongs 
Of shewing courage by a generous death. 

Restrain thy Tongue, else will it prove thy bane. 

Under a virtuous ruler, there is bliss 
In being subject e'en to kingly power. 

Better than noble birth is prosperous fortune. 

^\ "^ The wives of timid men are bold in speech. 

Him too inevitable Death awaits 

Who bits at home remote from every toil. 
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MOLVS. 

Small is the strength of man : yet he, by art. 
Subdues the monsters of the billowy deep. 
And every tribe that peoples earth or air. 

But (3) what is base, if it appear not base 

To those who practise what their soul approves ? 

(3) From the accounts transmitted to us of this piece, collected by 
Banies and Dr. Musgrave in their aiguments prefixed to its renmining 



FRAGMENTS, 

What can men need^ but th^ two things^ the fruits 
Which Ceres yields, and the refreshing spring, ' 
Ever at hand, by bounteous nature given 
To nourish us? we from this plenty rise 
Dissatisfied, and yielding to th' allurements 
Of luxury, search out for other viands. 

Talk not of Plutus ; I despise the God 
Whom every villain may with ease possess. 

Silence becomes (4) the wise man when be comes 

Amidst associates of superior rank : 

But may I never be the friend or comrade 

Of him, who trusting in his own discretion 

As all-sufficient, treats his friends like slaves ! 

Think ye the world could be inhabited. 
If without any of the rich, the poor 
Dwelt in a cit}' ? Good with evil blended 
Cannot be sever'd, but to constitute 
The general happiness, a certain mixture 
Is requisite ; fpr what the poor man wants 
The rich bestows, and we of affluent fortunes. 
Supplying what we have not by their toil, 
Gain in return due homage from the poor. 

Let neither they who in embattled fields. 
Or in the senate have acquir'd renown, 
At vain refinements aim, but to the city 
Give those important counsels which it needs. 

Oft from necessity doth courage spring. 

Fragments, it appean to have been founded on the,mcestuoii9 passion of 
Macarius Son of Mollis, for bis Sister Canace, \ihicb is tbe subject of 
Ovid*s eleventh episUje; and this impious sentence v, as Barnes observes, 
well suited to such a situation. 

(4) I have here followed Dr. Musgrave in reading K^uavW n; opXiov 
vjiavfla : xpnoW, instead of xgnotrw, >( is aU the variation he has made: 
f f^wv Ti for wvrfn%» was Orotios's coqjecture. See Stobaei Florileg. Tit. ff, 
p. 113; and the notes, p. 537, ed. F&ris 1623. 
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m FaAGMSNTS. 

Full many various quolitfls dktingtiMh 
The Cypritiii Goddess ^ both suj^eme deligbt 
And sorrow she dispenses to tQUfikitid : . 
O may I meet with her when modt propitioiiSi 

The sons of my brave sons may I behold 
Graced with a form deserving of the throne J 
For 'tis the greatest glory life c^a yieW 
When by the mien the virtues are expfest. 

Wed not a stripling to the tender tfwid : 
For thro' a longer space the strength oi* iHAii 
Endures, but fismale beanty sooa decfeiys. 

Whoe'er witholds the censures due to woman 
Is a mean wretch ; 1 cannot call him wise. 

By all the Gods^ my Father, talk no moi^ 
Of our nobility, which but consists 
In wealth, away with such unmeaning pride: 
For riches in a circle wheel, some hate 
And others want them : they for eommon Bse 
Were first by Heaven intended ; yet iis he 
Whose house retains ihem long, a happy man. 

A thing I am not anxious to preserve 
Is this frail life; for soon as one woe ends, 
Others commence, and our weak eyes discern not 
What evil fortunes yet remain behind. 

Suffer we must : but he who best endures 
The ills inflicted by the Gods, is wise. 

How true this antient saying; we old men 
Are nought but trouble, and an empty shadow, 
We crawl about, the semblances of dneams) 
And of our mental faculties deprived. 
Still fancy we with wisdom are endued. 

Unless old age to Venus bid farewell, 
B. 60 f i^e wanton Goddess with disdain the suit 
Of her decrepid votary will reject. 
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Cassandra. 

^TiME will display thy merits; by this test 
Shall I know whether thou art good or worthless. 

Thou fail*st where thou should^st coDquer^aud, O King^ 
Triumph'st where least thou ought'st: for to thy slaves^ 
Not to thy free-born citizens thon yield'st. 

Slander's a dreadful mischief to mankind : 
But he whose tongue expresses not bis thoughts 
With eloquence, tho* what he speak be just. 
Is oft o'ercome by him of fluent words. 

Wise as thou art^O Priam, yet to thee 
I say no pest exceeds the slave whose soul 
Soars high above his rank ; nor is there aught 
Among the large possessions which thy house 
Contains, than him more baleful or more useless. 

My censures they deserve, the menial train 

Are so corrupt, by gluttony engro^s'd. 

They take not the least h^ed of what's to come. 

(5) Hellen, from whom the Greeks, derived their mostaHtient title of 
HeUeneans, was, according to Strabo, tiie son of Deucalion and Pyrrha; 
ApoDodonu likewise calls DeacalioA and Pyrrha his parents, but addi 
tXmt some assert he was Uie son of Jnpiter, 
VOt. lU. " Y 



ERAGiiENTC. Hi 

m 

Whoever too precipitately yields 

To anger, shall find sorrow at the last : M. S 

For wrath unbridled oft deceives mankind. 

^ My children, he is wise who can express B.. di 

His reasons clearly in the fewest words. M* ^ 

For (.0) Hellen it appears is sprung from Jove; 

But Hellen's son was ^olus, the Sire 

Of Sisiphus, and Athamas, and Cretheus, M. ts 

And, him who those ideal thundei's hnrl'd 

On Alpheus' banks, Salmonens frantic king. 
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992 FRAGMENTS. 

The slaves who to their masters are attached. 
Among their equals to themselves create 
Most bitter enmities.— Abandoned miscreants^ 
In whose subjection reason bath no share, 
Tbo' to this state ye are reduc'd by fortune ! 

B, 5« With those of the same manners as their own, 
11 The wicked ever form the nuptial league. 

Superfluous are our praises, if bestuw'd 

Upon the frail nobility of man. 

For when in antient times we first were born. 

The teeming Earth our universal parent 

Out of the same materials formed us all. 

Nor IS there aught which we can term our own. 

The noble and ignoble from one stem 

Derive tlieir pedigree : in later times 

Tho' human laws gave sanction to vain pomp. 

Wisdom's the source of true nobility. 

Gold cannot buy it, but the Gods bestow. 

There's no nobility among the wicked. 
But with the virtuous is it ever found. 

Unjust is gold, the source of impious deeds. 

Tis wealth and luxury that'makes men cowards ; 
But poverty, which we esteem a curse. 
Trains up a hardy and industrious race. 

How true, that no maa is completely blest ! 

Death is the lot of all, but wisdom teaches 
How to confine our sorrow in due bounds, 
'For an affliction common (o mankind* 

O Hecuba, how un^pected come 
The wondrous visitations of the Gods 
To mortals, but they never are attended 
By a long 9«ries of the same events. 

Shed not fre^h tears for ills of antient date* 
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Ah me, I thro' that uprightness of soul B. 49 

Shall perish, to wiiicii others owe their safety. ^* * 

The God ordain*d that my prophetic voice 

Should sound without effect : I by the wretched^ da, PreC 

And them who groan beneath affliction's load, „^'^ 

Am now termed wise, tho*, ere they suffered aught^ 

With them I only pass'd for one distracted. 



M. 23 



HECUBA. B. Adden. 

Why darts this frenzy from the burning eyes Gcero, de* 

Of her who lately was a bashful maid i Y^u' ** 

CASSANDRA. 

Mother, best of women, I am sent 
To utter the abstruse decrees of Heaven, 
Nor doth the Delian God against my will 
Fire my rapt soul. I and my virgin comrades 
Are stung by a foreknowledge of the shame 
Which waits my virtuous Sire : O Mother, thee 

1 pity, and contemplate my own failings 

With anguish ; for to Priam didst thou bear ^ ^ 

A race most perfect, all but me ; this heightens 
My griefs, to think I but augment thy woes; 
While they console thee, and their duteous zeal 
Hath rendered my transgression the more heinous. 

Cover'd with blood, and flaijies, alas ! it comes, j. 

The torch which was concell'd for many years : ^^^ 

Assist me to extinguish it, my friends. 

By skilfiil artists fram'd, now o'er the waves 
"Glides the swift navy with destruction fraught* 
The furious mariners assembling fill 
Yon crowded haven with their hostile sails. 



ft 

ib. 



Ah, see some Youth unknown decides the strife 
Betwixt three Goddesses, and thro' the judgement ib. L.i. 

He hath pronounced, a Spartan Dame will come^ ^^ 

One of the Furies^ to this Phrygian coast. 

Y 2 



5M FRAGMENTS. 

B. Adden- o Phoebus, sacred Power, who thy abode 
Q^ de '^"^ ^^ ^^^® center of the world hast fix'd, 
I>iv'l.it Whence Superstition's baleful voice first issued. 

Because the pregnant Mother in her dream 
Supposed that she brought foi^th a blazing torch, 
On this did father Priam, IHob's King, 
Smitten with dread, and anxious cKres, to tieaven 
Hea% Present the bleating victims^ sue for peace, 
p. lejf, ^^j j^j^ jf g^jjy Prophet, having pray'd 

Gmo &e To Phoebus, could inform him, what events 
^^^' *•*• Such a portentous vision would produce. 
Apollo his oracular response 
Then utter'd, with a voice divine; " The Boy, 
'^ Who next to royal Priam shall be born, 
" Beware of breeding up, for he will prove 
'' The pest and ruin of his native land*" 



ALCMiEON. 

Moestaraqtte EripUkn, 
Cnidelis nati monstrantem yulnem cemit. YiaeiL. 



^(6) Thou, venerable man, if (hou on me 
U^ 4 Bestow the loVely Virgin, shalt be crflFd' 
M. 11 Not my Bride*s Father only, but mine too. 
And the preserver of an hopeless v^retcli. 

- (6) Eriphile, wife to Amphiaiaus, liaying been bribed by Polynices 
to prevail on her Hnsband to accompaiiy Adrastns tor the Theban war^ 
in which Amphiarans (being a prophet) foresaw he sliould perish, he left- 
an injunction with his son AhanflpOn to slay his Mother as so<ni as he at- 
tained the age of manhood : but before he had executed the command 
of his Father^ a present of a golden neekkce and robe from Ther- 
Bander, the son of Polynices, prevailed on Eriphile to send forth her 
Son with the Epigoni to make a second attack on Thebes : he returned 
victorioos, and having discovered this repetition of his Ittother^s trea- 
chery, and consulted the oraele of Apollo, imbnied his hands hi hei^ 



FRAGMENTS. SS5 

Hast thou no duteous reverence for thy Sire ? 

My Father's counsels urg'd me, when, bis car 
Ascending, he to Thebes pursued his way. 

Behold the vanquished Monarch, how he flies. 
Reft of his children, and bow'd down with age! 
A mortal should not raise his views too higlji. 

They who by adverse fortune are opprest. 
Should hold an humble language, and ne'er look 
Up to the giddy height of their past grandeur. 

The great, alas! great evils must endure. 

Servants are partners in their master's woes. 

The Man who places in a slave his trust, 
Is in my judgement guilty of much folly. 

Learn from my words, that woman, to her lord 
The greatest good and greate3t mischief brings. 

The crimes which 'gainst our parents we commit, 
Call down the vengeance of imperial Jove. 

Of what avail are Children to their Fathers, 
If we assist them not in their afflictions I 

How true is this remark, O Son of Creon, 
That virtuous men beget a virtuous race; 
But they who from the wicked spring, resemble 
The nature of their Sire : for with such care 
Can none train up the Children as to guard 
Those who have worthle3s Fathers from cprriiption. 

blood : after this he became distmcted, and vrandered till he reached 
Fsophis, a dty of Arcadia, where Phegeus reigned ; Alcmtton was for 
a time restored to his senses, on being expiated from the mnrder of his 
Mother by Phegeus, wKo ^ave him his daughter Arsinoe in marriage. 
The subsequent misfortunes and death .of Alcnuacon rehited by ApoUo- 
dorus do not seem to belong to this Traf^edy* Dr. Af Qs^ve copsiders 
the above speech iu by him addressed to Phejs^ns. 
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326 FRAGMENTS. 

ALCM/EON. 

Thou art the Brother of that Dame who slew 
Her iiusband. 

5: ^^^^ ADRASTUS. 

The detested murderer thou 
Of her who bore thee. 

B ib Twas (7) Oedipus' deceitful Son that caus'd 
M. ir Thy Sire and me to perish, when he brought 
That golden necklace to the Argive land^ 



B. 3 
M. 3 



ALCMENA. 

B. 1 Without my leave, did Sthenelus become 
* Successful, and deprive you of your right. 

Truth in the cities of the just prevails. 

B. 5 "^ Devoid of understanding is the man 

M. 4 Who trusts in wealth, and tramples on the poor. 

B. 7 On him whom prosperous fortune still attends^ 
^* 14 It is the more incumbent to be wise. 

Still strive to please thy rulers: for in slaves 
* Is it the first of duties to perform 

With grateful readiness their Lords* behests. 

B, ^^ Whence mad'st thou such discovery, that for thee 
M. 13 'Tis fit to brandish thus a blazing pine ? 

g- ^2 Strong as a magic philtre is the love 

M. 6 ^^^ h^^ ^^° children in the soul of man. 

Illustrious birth is nothing when compared 

To gold, which hath such power, that it can raise 

The meanest to a most exalted station. 

(7) Polynices. The alteration of wt^ifa for x'Sy^^f ^ ^® ^^ 1^» ^ 
tiic conjecture of Barnes ; the passage is preserved by tl^e Scholiast on 
Pindar, Nenu Od. 4. ▼. 32. 
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M. r 



FRAGMENTS, 

Riches combiii'd with ignorance are hateful. 

Thou in this instance hast not acted right 
Tho* generosisly perhaps : but Tm so wi etched 
That praise to me is loathsome^ nor will fame 
Subdue the anguish of my real woes. 

The man who springs from an illustrious race, 
With firmness his misfortunes should endure. 

Be bold, ere long thy wishes may succeed ; 

For unexpected blessings are full oft 

Shower'd by the bounteous Gods upon mankind. 

For all with greater prudence can decide 
(8) In the affairs of others than their own. 
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A L O P E 

For me thy Parent hast thou no respect ? 
In woman's cause is woman wont to strive. 

A band of men I view, who from the ring 
Are hastening to behold this sight, and cease 
To drive their chariots o'er the dusty plain. 

But with a subject of the first importance, 
My speech will I begin ; it is the duty 
Of Children to obey their Father's will. 
Convinced that aweful Justice thus ordains. 



(8) Dr. Musgrave thinks that the three subsequent lines inserted hy 
Barnes from Stobaens, are taken out of some Comic writer, whiph^the 
same of Phaedimus occurring in them makes very probable. 
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ANDROMEDA. 

PERSEUS. 

To what Barbarian land^ with winged feet^ 
Ye Gods^ have I been borne ! for thro' the midst 
B. Adden- ^^ ether's trackless fields my path dividing, 
di,p.5i8. Here, for a while, I Perseus stay my flight. 
Bound on a voyage to the Argive reahn. 
Thither the Gorgon's head ordain'd to bear. 

But ha! what rock do I behold, what Nymph 
ib« fair as a Goddess, like some anchored ship^ 

Bound fast with cords, stands on the craggy beach i 

ANDROMEDA. 

J. On me most wretched Damsel, generous Stranger, 
Take pity, loose, O loose, these galling chains. 

PERSEUS. 

lb. With pity I behold thee bound, O Virgin. 

ANDROMEDA. 

But who art thou that pitiest my distress ? 

ANDROMEDA. 

ib. To what dire monster have the Gods expos'd me? 



ib. 



PERSEUS. 
Some weakness harbours in each human breast: 
But me the love of this fair Nymph hath seiz'd. 

Tyrant of Gods, and men, O Love, forbear 
(9) To dress up evil in that specious form, 

(9) Lacian at the beguming of his treatUe, on the manner in which 
History ought to be written, says, that the people of Abden^ a city in 
Thrace, during the reign of Lysimaclins, were so affected by the per- 
formance of this Tragedy, in the midst of summer, that they nan 
ravmg about the streets, repeating this inyocalion of Love, tfll a severe 
winter restored them to then* senses. 



FRAGMENTS. 999 

Or to these labours, gi'ant a blest event. 

In which thou prompt'st the Lover to engage. ^a.^^I?S[ 

By acting thus, thou from the Gods themselves j^ 7 

Shalt gain due honours, but if thou refuse, 

E'en they whose breasts thou fiU'st with warm desire. 

Thee of thy wonted homage shall bereave, 

/ Sacred Night, 

O what a long career dost thou perform. 
Driving thy chariot thro' the starry space 
Of ether, and Olympus' hallow'd fields ! 

PERSEUS. 
O Virgin, if I save tUee, with what thanks 
Wilt thou repay me ? 

ANDROMEDA. 

Take me to thyself, 

Stranger, for a servant, if thou list. 
Or for thy Consort. 

But thither the whole band of Shepherds came. 
One brought a cup of ivy fill'd with milk. 
The sweet refreshment of his toils, a second 
The generous liquor of the vine. 

1 will not give consent to your begetting 
A spurious progeny, for tho' inferior 

In no respect to children born in wedlock, ®» ^* 

Yet are they harshly treated by the laws, 
And of this grievance ought you to beware. 

Thou canst not see Jove's power how great 
Presiding o^er the work of fate; 
For some he causes every day 
To flourish, others to decay. 

I gain'd not fame but with unnumbered toils. 

There's nothing by necessity ordain'd 
Which can to man be shameful : but for thee 
T^is sweet to recollect past toils in safety. 
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B. 23 . To that adventurous deed was I impellM 
If. 11 By youthful vigour^ and a daring soul. 



B. 24 



They who by love are cauglit, and fix their love 
M. 12 ^° virtuous objects ; to complete their bliss. 
Can need no new accession of delight. 

A* 

I suflFer dreadful love. 

B. 27 B. 

Of those two words 
Take that which suits thy purpose : but such I^ove 
Is void of honour, and delights to fix 
His residence in a corrupted soul. 
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The best of treasures is a virtuous Wife. 



B. so 

M. 14 

B. 32 To thee, O wretch, the Gods indeed have given 
M. 15 An abject fortune : but thy words are haughty. 

• 
What most of all I wish, is that my house 

May be with gold well furnished : the rich man 
B. 34 Meets with respect altho* he be a slave, 
M. 16 While free-born spirits cramp'd with poverty 

Lose all their consequence; much gold is thine. 
And therefore think thyself a happy man. 

Tho* blest with plenteous fortunes, as thou seest. 
By great calamities am I afflicted. 

Each day, futurity our bosom fills 

With constant terror, for to think of woes 

That are to come, is worse than to endure them. 

(10) 



(10) Tho pFFcntial (Iiver«i*irs of rcafiing in the two next sentences, 
as t'.iey sfcind i:\ Barnes, and in Dr. Miistrrave, 20, and 23, have indaced 
me to omit them, as in whatever sense tliey are hiterpreted,- they will 
not convey any idea peculiarly wew or striking; ; for the same reasons 
two lines in the Antigone, B. 3. M. 17. arc left out. 
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Why dost thoH churlishly refuse to speak ? 
A dark interpreter ot* what thou mean'st 
Is silence^ and I cannot understand thee. 

He was a happy man, but Jove hath veil'd 
His former splendor; in the wane of life 
Now are his fortunes scatter'd by the wind. 

Come, let us weep together; for the unhappy 
Find social tears their poignant griefs assuage. 

I ne'er insulted the calamities 

Of those who were unfortunate, because 

I fear'd that I myself might also suffer. 

Justice they call Jove's Daughter, and assert 
That close to impious mortals Vengeance dwells. 

Some semblance of that beauteous virgin, form'd 
0{ polish'd stone wrought by a skilful hand. 
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ANTIGONE. 



At first was Oedipus a happy man ; 
But in the sequel he, alas ! became 
Of all mankind most wretched. 

^ Persuasion hath no shrine but Eloquence, 
Her cmly altar is the soul of Man. 

Among th' inhabitants a civil war 

Breaks forth, when jarring factions rend the state. 

**' To please the muhitude it much behoves 
A Monarch. 

When Kings for their associates take the men 
Renown'd for wisdom, they themselves grow wise. 
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Away with empire^ and oppressive laws ; 
None but the fool can wish for regal power, 
That he may proudly lord it o'er his equals. 

'Gainst the bold efforts of an amorous youth 
All guards are insufficient; tho* expert 
In nought beside, each lover grows discreet. 
But Venus, when a temperate flame she kindles 
In human bosoms, is a welcome guest. 

I was in love, and love makes all men frantic. 

Bound in the nuptial yoke, a man hath lost 
His freedom, yet obtains this one advantage ; 
Th' affinity which with a virtuous house 
He hath contracted, makes him fear to sin. 

B. 22 A Bastard's odious in mere name alone, 
M. 9 To sons legitimate by nature equal. 

j8. 23 Many by their degenerate lives confute 
M. 10 The notion that each child is like his Sire. 

His folly's a disease he from his Father 
Inherits, for the wi(;ked thns are wont 
To be the authors of a wicked race. 

A friend, possessing wealth, but void df wisdom^ 
Is useless, if he want a virtuous soul. 

To th* utmost pitch of misery are we come. 

Grieve not thyself; for well thou know.'st that oft 
Affliction in the end produces joy. 
And evil is the cause of future good. 

But he whom reason teaches how to bear . 
All fortune can inflict, is less unhappy. 

Mortal thou art, and must expect to suffer 
M Inc. 70 ^^^ '^^ ^^ mortals : canst thou hope to lead 
The life of Jove^ who art but a mere maa i 
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Death puts an end to all the little stfife 

Of mortals. For what arbiter on earth 

Is more decisive ? who can make the tomb B. 39 

Feel pain, altho' he smite it with his spear, ^' ^^ 

Or who by bitter taunts molest the dead, 

If they are left devoid of all sensation ? 

^ Heath, 

Honour forbids us to insult the slain. p. 165 



ANTIOPE. 



Addidit, nt Satyri celatas imagine, pulchram 

Jnpiter inqslevit gemino Nycteida fcetu. Ovid. 



ZETHUS. 

What (11) most deserves your care, you, O Amphion 
Neglect. Can you be mean enough to change B. % 

That elevated soul which nature gave M. 35 

Into th' enervate semblance of a woman ? 

AMPHION. 

Each hath his shining qualities, and wears 

The live-long day intent on that pursuit 

t'or which he best is qualified. No right B. %% 

Hast thou to censure this my frame as weak M. 34 

And womanish, for if 1 am endued 

With wisdom, that eitceeds the nervous arm. 

A city, or ad house, by human prudence 
Are governed well, KtA in th' embattled field B^ ^^ 

Great is the strength of wisdom ; for one counsel m. \t 

Plann'd with discretion baffles many swords; 

(11) The reader iMrfao tnms to Valkenaer, Diatribe in perditoram £a- 
ripidis dramatum rcliquias, 4to. Log. Bat. 1767, p. 74, will there find 
'tfiat I am indebted to him for the beginning of this passage ; and liave 
followed him in die arraAgement of this and the twelve next sentences. 
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But folly tho* supported by an host 

Of countless warriors, only proves their bane. 

But they who only live to pamper up 
B. 54 Their flesh, when their possc-ssions they have wasted^ 
Become bad citizens ; for still unchang'd 
Poth their voracious appetite remain. 

Aliho' a man should prosper and grow rich. 
Unless he with domestic bliss be crown'd, 
jH. 8 To him I cannot give the name of happy, 
Tho' justly might I say, that with success 
Abundant treasures he for others guards. 

Such is the life of man, nor wholly blest, 
Nor wholly wretched; on her votaries Fortune 
Now smiles, then frowns. Since our prosperity 
Is thus unstable, is not an exemption. 
From grief, the greatest pleasure life can yield ? 

What wisdom dictates would I sing and speak^ 
Nor in the city dire confusions raise. 

He who without necessity embarks 

In many matters, is a fool for slighting- 

The obvk>us blessings of a tranquil life. 

CHORUS. • 

The skilful orator can either side 
Maintain on every topic of debate. 

ZETHUS. 

But how can this be wisdom, when art warps 
The generous soul, and renders man corrupt i 

Whoever, in a prosperous statioq plac'd. 
Is slothful and regardless of his household^ 
U; 16 • Intent on nought except bewitching song, 
M. 29 Will by his family, his friends, his country^ 
Be held in no esteem : for the best gifts 
Of nature ineffectual prove, when pleasure. 
Degrading pleasure^ occupies the suuL 
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$ 



B. is 



You in the public judgement-seat will utter 

No sage decision^ no persuasive words, „ 

Brandish no shield^ command no army, scale j^^ 4^ 

No hostile ramparts, nor, while yet a youth. 

Broach counsels wholesome to the public weal* 

« 

Listen to me, discard these useless strains. 

Practise the harmony of glorious deeds. 

Let such exalted themes inspire the song. 

And men will deem you wise ; dig, till the ground, ^ ^ 

Manage your flock with care, and leave to others 

Those ornamental trifles whose pursuit 

Would cause you in an empty house to dwell. 

I understand what I endure, and this 
Is no small evil; for to the diseas'd 
There is a kind of pleasure in not knowing 
Their malady ; such ignorance is gain 
To those who labour under grievous woes, 

Tho' Justice, ere she come, be late, 
Conceal'd by the behests of fate. 
She menaces each villain's head 
For whom th' inevitable snare is spread. 

Justice they call Time's Daughter ; to the world. 
Because at length the wicked she displays* 

(12) 
Of all the human race, no,ne ever led 
A life exempt from sorrow, none remain'd 
Blest with auspicious fortunes to the last. 

These virtues must you practise, > O my Son, 
Honour the Gods, your Parents, and the Laws 
Stablish'd in Greece ; act thus, and you shall gain 
A wreath of fame that never will decay, 

(12) The two lines, which follow these in Barnes, are also retained by 
Carmem and by Dr. Mnsgraye : but I strike them out on account of 
their occurring in the Andromache, ^ly 43^. ed. Barnes. 
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M. 40 



B. 65 



H. 10 



Tis unbecoming not to shed a tear 
B. 62 Over the wretched ; he too is devoid 

Of virtue, who abounds in wealth, yet scruples 
Thro' sordid avarice to relieve their wants. 

Full manv men are subject to this fault, 
lyi^ g They understand what's rights but will not act 

As conscience dictates^ by their friends o'crpower'd 

Th' accomplishment of silence is a crown 
B. 68 To the good man ; but there can no delight 
Result from a loquacious tongue, that bane 
Of social life, and useless ta the state. 

Let not the tranquil man, the faithful friend^ 
And virtuous citizen, rush wantonly 
Into the midst of dangers, for I blame 
Pilot or statesman who is too adventurous* 

Perceive you not how great a curse attends 
On Servitude? 

A Slave no liberal studies must pursue, 
Nor taste th' indulgence of luxurious sloifa. 

Alas, how universally hath Jove 

To adverse fortune doom'd the menial train ! 

But all things satiate ; oft have I beheld 
The faithless Husband quit his beauteous Wife, 
Lur'd by some vile amour :* thus pall'd with daiaties 
The appetite regales on coarser food. 

The wise should form a suitable alliance. 

To all mankind this counsel would I give. 
Select a Damsel sprung from virtuous Sires, 
To be the Mother of your future Sons, 
So shall they not prove absolutely worthless. 

B. 94 If she have sense, 'tis well : but else what matters 
M. 19 Her lovely face with a corrupted soul i 
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I have not learnt, O woman^ how to act 
The part of a philosopher : yet guard 
Thy soul from wild excess and baleful envy, 

Alas, alas ! how many evil fortunes 

Visit in various forms the human race; 

But no man can pronounce when they will end. 

O Strangers, many are the woes of man. 

This saying of the muhitude is founded 

On truth ; some must be wretched, others happy. 

To man would a dead cahn be most unwelcome. 

Nor deem I, like a miscreant, that by stealth. 
The semblance of some human paramour 
Assuming, Jove approach'd thy genial bed. 

Wherever came the Bull, he whirl'd around, 
And with the woman bore away, the rock. 
The oak, and ever chang*d his wild career. 

But in (13) the herdsman's chambers, cover'd o'er 
With a thick shade of flaunting ivy, stood 
A column sacred to the God of Wine. 

Him Zethus call'd : because his Mother sought 
Where she her Children might securely place. 
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(14) ARCHELAUS. 

iEoYPTUs, as Fame's loudest voice relates 
Lanch'd his adventurous bark, and on the coast 
Of Argos landed with his fifty Sons. 



% 



B. Adden- 
da, p. 519 
M, 1 



(13) For the reading of /Smm3«, instead of f^tti^ as it stands in Barnes 
and Mosgrave, I am indebted to a note in the Rey. Mr. Toup's edition 
of Longinus, p. 224. 

(14) Archelaus the Son of Temenus, a descendant of Hercules, of 
whom the reader will find an account in ^e 219th Fable of Hyglnas, is 

YOL. III. Z 
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Danaiis the Sire of fifty Daughters, leaving 
Those fruitful regions water'd by the Nile, 
Which from the swarth}' ^thiops' land its streams 
g ^ Replenishes, oft as Hyperion melts 
M. 2 Thick flakes of snow congeal'd, when thro' the air 
He guides his fervid chariot, came to Argos, 
Dwelt (15) in th' Inachian city, and thro' Greece 
Ordain'd that those who erst were call'd Pelasgi, 
Should by the name of Danai be distinguish'd. 

jj g A. Oft, O my Son, the Gods deceive mankind, 
M. 31 ^' ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ impious language thou hast done. 
And charge th' immortal powers with guilt, is easy. 

B 11 ^^^^ ^s I am, no gifts I to the rich 
M.Incerta, Will send, lest thou should'st deem that I am frantic^ 
Or by such presents only ask for more. 

'Tis with the strictest justice, that each deed 
Of foul injustice proves its author's bane. 

I give thee this one counsel, never live 

To be a slave, when thou canst die with freedom. 

V^He who in pleasure or unmanly sloth 
Consumes his life, is qualified to rule 
Neither a private household nor the state. 

Unseemly deeds from baleful anger spring. 

An enterprising spirit well becomes 

The vigorous youth: for never did the sluggard 

Acquire renown, the pri^e of stubborn toil. 

B. 23 In' one word, speak not; for when eloquence 
M. 8 Becomes the source of mischief, it is dreadful. 

supposed by Dr. Musgrave to be the snbject of tl>w Tragedy, and not 
Archelans king of Macedon, the contemporary and friend of Euripides, 
as Barnes conjectures. 

(15) Mniur\ ♦* habitavit,*' not " condidit," as rendered by Banief and 
Dr. Musgrave; for Danaus was more than two centuries posterior to 
Inachus, the founder and first king of Argos. 
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A Monarch's bliss might emulate the Gods, 
Were he not subject to the stroke of death. 

T\s better to be leader of a small 

Yet valiant band, than of unnumber'd troops: 

For the brave few prevail o'er many dastards. 

Ennobled with transcendent lustre, shines 
The Chief who triumphs in th' embattled field. 

Ought not I to labour i 
Exempt from toil who purchases renown ? 
What coward e'er accomplish'd mighty deeds ? 

At the same time young, poor, and wise: the union 
Of all these qualities demands respect. 

Nor slave, nor one born free, if his attainments 

By far surpass our own, is it secure 

For a wise man to nurture in his house. > 

I sav'd her life because she was reduc'd 
To servitude: amidst the human race 
The weak are ever subject to the strong. 

Their Sire's behests the Children must obey. 

A. But of my aid what need hast thou ? 

B. I form 
Great hopes because you spring from noble Sires. 

Him could not chilling poverty bereave 
Of his great Father's elevated soul. 

The virtues of the parents, by their Children 
Inherited, exceed the richest dower. 

But how can he be otherwise than honest. 
While thus surrounded with abundant wealth ? 

Enrich him not : for long as he is poor 
Will he be lowly. But the power of gold 
Is great, and he v\rho hath it is ennobled. 



B. 


«5 


M. 


9 


B. 


«r 


M. 10 & 19 


B. 


30 


M. 


11 


B. 


32 


M. 


12 


B. 


34 


M. 


14 


B. 


36 


M. 


15 


B. 


38 


M. 


16 


B. 


40 


M. 


ir 


B. 


41 


M. 


18 


B. 


43 


M. 


19 


B. 


45 


M. 


20 


B. 


47 


M. 


21 


B. 


49 


M. 


52 



340 FRAGMENTS. 

B; '52 *MucIi wealth is thine : but folly on much wealth 
M. 23 Attends^ with fear in closest union join'd. 

We cannot stem the tide: for poverty. 
Ml 24 Tli.it worst of ills, in our forlorn abode 

Stiil flourishes^ and wealth thence takes its flight. 

To (l*^) Poverty, that most ignoble Goddess, 
B. ^7 No temple is erected. 1 abhor 
M. 25 Those who with wisdom are endued, but use 

Their wisdom only to improve their wealth. 



From robbers he secur'd the public road. 

M. 28 '^ 



B. 60 

V Long have I mark'd how greatly change the fortunes 
' Of man ; for he who grovell'd in the dust. 

Stands upright; he who erst was happy, falls. 

B, 64^ There is a pensive pleasure e'en in tears, 

M. 27 When pitying we lament our friend's afflictions. 

B. 69>/No man ( 17) who lives encircled with delights, 
M. 30 E'er gain'd renown, the prize of stubborn toil. 



'i ' ' ' ' 



A U G E. 

AUGE TO MINERVA. 

Thou with delight behold'st the bloody spoils 
Torn from the slain, and heaps of weltering corses, 
j^*^ g Ail this to thee it seems is no pollution ; 

Yet tliou esteem'st it a most dreadful crime 
If 1 have borne a Son. 

(lu) The Goddess Poverty takes ti very considerable jpart in the 
conieJy of Plutus in Aristophanes, where the respect doe to her«i» the 
inventress of the arts is strongly insisted on : and Arrian mentions her 
being adored on that account by the Gadareans. — Dr. Bfusgrave thiaks 
that two detached sentences are here blended togetlier. 

(17) The two lines, which immediately precede these in Barnes pre* 
cede them likewise in Stofoaeos, but are there detached from them as tite 
production of an unknown writer: the two which follow in Barnes occHf 
again in the Philoctetes, v. 23^ 24, of his edition, where they seem inor« 
coBDected. 
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My senses are disorder'd by the fumes 

Of wine : yet will I own that I have wroDg'd thee, 

Tho' this be an involuntary wrong. 

By Mildness are calamities assuag'd. 

Not to the malefactor doth our pity 
Belongs but lo the violated laws. 

Perish all they who love to dwell in cities 
Subject to Kings, or to the mighty few. 
For Freedom's an invaluable name. 
And he who hath but little, here is rich. 

He who esteems not Love a mighty God, 
And to all other Deities superior, 
Devoid of reason, or to beauty blind. 
Knows not the ruler of this nether world. 

Frail women as we are, too oft our fears 
Subdue us, but at other times our courage 
By none can be exceeded. . 

Who is not pleas*d with children's harmless sports ? 

'Tis all men's lot, not ours alone, for Jove 
Or in an instant or by slow degrees 
T' overturn the fortunes of a prosperous life. 
And to the last none e'er continued happy. 
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AUTOLYCUS. 

Of those unnumber'd mischiefs which prevail 

Thro' Greece, there's none more grievous than the race 

Of public Champions ; for they ne'er w^ere taught. 

Nor knew they how to lead a virtuous life. 

How can the slave of a luxurious palate, B. i 

The man whom hiss^n gluttony subdues, ^* ^ 

Improve the wealth transmitted by his Sire i 

They are not able to support a state 
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Of indigence, or rise above the load 

Of adverse fortune, for in virtuous manners 

They ne'er were train'd, and with impatience hear 

Calamity. In manhood's early bloom. 

With graceful mien their city they adorn. 

But when by loath'd old age they are invaded, 

Perish like tatter'd rags. I also blame 

This custom of the Greeks, who meet in crowds, 

Lur'd by the feast, such conflicts to behold. 

For who that wrestled well, or with swift foot 

AH his competitors outstripp'd, rais'd high 

The ponderous quoit, or with a cestus smote 

The jaws of his antagonist, e'er serv'd 

His country by the wreaths his prowess gainM ? 

Shall they the foe encounter, in their hands 

Wielding the discus, or with agile leap 

Repell th' invaders of their native land. 

By vaulting o'er their shields? when in the rankii 

Of battle he is stationed, no man holds 

Such foolish language: therefore should the wise. 

The good, be deck'd with garlands, he who rulea^ 

A city best, the temperate and the just. 

Or he who by the magic of his tongue 

Averts dire mischief, causing to subside 

The baleful tumult and consuming war: 

For virtues such as these, are real blessings. 

Not to their country only, but all Greece. 

B. 29 Asses who (18) carry cinders were employ'd 
**• 1 In bearing timber from the lofty hill. 



B. 31 

M. 2 



Bridles of Bulrush he for horses twines. 

(18) This piece is by the commentators called Sarytic, and conse* 
quently may be supposed, like the Cyclops of our Author, which is trans- 
mitted to us entire, to contain a large mixture of comic wit. Barnes 
and Dr. Musgrave suppose that the Autolycus, from whom it derives its 
name, was the Son of Mercury, and Father to Anticlea Ulysses* Mother^ 
recorded by Homer for his great superiority to the resi of mankind 
sxnrfcmi ^, «^fcw ti: but.frvm what is transmitted to qs of this piece, it 
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BELLEROPHON. 

I FROM Steep Corinth's sacred rock am come, 
'Gainst whose firm* base two dashing seas resound, 
A city where the Cyprian Goddess reigns. 

Ah me ! but wherefore should I thus complain ? 
I suffer but the common lot of mortals. 

Doth (19) any man assert that there are Gods 

In Heaven? I answer there are none : let him 

Who contradicts me, like a fool, no longer 

Quote antient fables ; but observe the fact. 

Nor to my words give credence. Kings, 1 say, . 

Kiii many, but rob more of their possessions,- 

And violating every sacred oath. 

Lay waste whole cities; yet, tho' they act thus, B. 8 

Are more successful far than they who lead ^* *^ 

In constant piety a tranquil life. 

And 1 have known small cities, who revere 

The Gods, made subject to unrighteous power. 

Vanquished by spears more numerous. But I deem 

Should any sluggard 'mong you pray to Heaven, 

rather seems as if the other Autolyciis (mentioned by Barnes in his an- 
gument) \vas its hero, as tiie principal drift of it is a censure on tiie cham- 
pions at the pubhc games, in wtiich character he is spoken of both by 
Pausanias and Plutarch. 

(19) We may consider this Atheistical lan^age as not ill suited to the 
character of Bellerophon, according to Homer's description of him, at 
the time of his wandering over the Aleien fields, detested by all the 
Gods, and in a state of such profound melancholy that he preyed on his 
own heart, his Son Isander being slain by Mars, and his Daughter Lao- 
damea by the avenging shafts of Diana. See Iliad, L, 6, v. 200 — 205- 
The two lines which follow this -passage in Barnes, stand in Dr. Mns- 
grave among Incert. Trag. 90, but ar« omitted on Mr. Heath's .authority^ 
with which the Translator entirely accords in thinking them uninteUigibl^; 
and has followed Dr. Musgrave In attempting no version of the hne B. 40y 
M, 27. 
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Nor earn by his own labour a-subs-stence, 

He soon would learn whether the Gods are able 

To shield him from calamitous events. 

Thro' thy whole life thou to the Gods wert pious^ 
With hospitality didst treat the stranger, 
And with unwearied zeal assist thy ii'iend«. 



Permit me, O ye leafy shades, to pass 
*® The forest water'd by refreshing springs. 
I wish to see how clear a light adorns 
The canopy of Ether o'er my head. 
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Trembling he crouch'd still lower than he wish'd. 



The prosperous fortunes, and the haughty wealth 
Of an unrighteous man, we never ought 
33 To deem ^stablish'd on a solid base, 
^ Or that the children of th' unjust can prosper : 
Foi Time, who from no Father springs, applies 
His levell'd line, and shews man's foul misdeeds. 

B. 41 But courage can with wondrous might bear up 
M. 7 Against the pressure of overwhelming fate, 

B. 42 Dark stratagems, and treachery, to relieve 
M. 8 The coward's wants, were by mankind devis'd. 

How deep is evil rooted in the breasts 
Of all men ! tho' our pardon we ex tend. not 
To him, who, grasping at some great reward, 
' Q Becomes a sinner : yet since, in proportion 
As he grows boldly profligate, he reaps 
Greater advantages, he with more ease 
The world's reproachful language may sustain* 



B. 49 

M. 10 



They overflow with envy, from a sense 
Of thiii ('eii erit; on the noblest objects 
Is Envy wont to wreak her ruthless hate. 
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By far less dangerous I esteem the fool 

Endued with strength of body, than the man 

Who's feeble and yet wise; his arts atehieve B^5i 53 

Greater exploits than they whose nervous arm M^iiyis 

Fights bloody battles. An ill-omen'd road 

Is that of truth; but Mai^ delights in falshood. 

B.56, and 
Many whom wealth and noble birth distinguish, 8tfaeiiobaMi 

A fooilsh woman hath disgrac'd at home. BLStheiur 

O thou most vile, the term I add, is Woman ; ^ 

For with what obloquy, by slanderous tongues, |^^ ^^ 

Exceeding this one name, canst thou be branded ? 

The pliant bulrush can inflict no wound; 

Nor will the Sons whose Mother hath provM wortbleas, * ^ 

Display their courage in th* embattled field. 

If any gain ensue, I am content. 

To be term'd wicked. We all ask this question. 

Whether a man be rich, not whether virtuous. 

But as for thy pretensions to thy wealth. 

And by what means thou gain'st it, this is foreign *• ^ 

To the one great enquiry, ** what thou hast?' ItowtllS 

Ask you, what gains are base ? I answer, none. 

My utmost wishes are to lead a life 

Of opulence, or die when I grow poor; 

For he dies nobly who gains aught by dying. 

(20) O Gold, thou first of blessings to mankind ; 

No tender Mother sucb enjoyment feels, B- ^<> 

Nor can their Children or their dearest Sire, ^' ^ 

(20) Mr. Cmnberfind, in his Obserrer, V. 4, p. 150, points out iht fol- 
lowing pissage from Ben Jonson*s Fox, as almost a translation of the 
above ; Volpone says to bis gold ; 

<' Thou being tiie best of things, and far transcending 

*' All stile of joy in children, parents, friends, 

" Thy looks when they to Venus did ascribe, 

'' They should have given ber twenty thousand Cupids 3 

** Such are thy beauties and our loves." 



6 FRAGMENTS. 

Afford such he^rt*felt bliss as thou afTord'st 
To thy possessors : if the spark Hng eyes 
Of Venus dart an influence as benign, 
No wonder she creates unnumber'd Loves. 

I too ado|)t that theme of every Bard ; 
** Better for man had he been never born/* 
But of three stations, WeaUh, illustrious Birtb, 
Or Poverty, which ought to be preferr'd ? 
Unable to decide, I state them all. 
He who, tho' rich, descends from abject Sires 
Is griev'd, yet finds for grief a sovereign balsam 
' When his hand opens the beloved chest 

Which holds his treasures : but the man who lose» 
That opulence he formerly possessed. 
Sinks under loads of grief too great to bear: 
While he of noble ancestry, who lacks 
A competence, altho* he in his birth 
7'6 Be fortunate^ yet to the earth bow'd down 
^* ^^ At the same time with ppveity and sorrow, 
Beguil'd by a mistaken shame, refuses 
To earn his sustenance by honest labour. 
But he who is in all respects a man 
Of no account, from having never gain'd 
The smiles of fortune, hath this one advantage ; 
He knows not what it is to be deprived 
Of any blessing, but hath always led 
The same distrest and miserable life. 
In this respect, never to have experienc'd 
Felicity, is best : for to our naemory 
This oft occurs ; '^ how was I happy once, 
** How did I flourish midst the sons of men !'* 
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Had bnt my Sire judg'd well, I should have learn*d^ 

Regardless of th' harmonious art, t* endure 

Severest lane iir, and been qualified 

For each vicissitude of prosperous fortune, 

Or of adversity : first, (which to man 



B. 110 
M. 18 
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Yields great advantages) I should have mov'd 
With swiftness, have been temperate in my food, 
Assuag'd mv thirst with water Hke the beasts, 
Withstood by exercise the winter's cold 
And summer's parching solstice, nor reclin*d 
Beneath the shades of sloth ; but now I know not 
How to endure the hardships Fate imposes. 
Had I the Ivre of Orpheus, and the song 
Of every sister Muse, I could not sooth 
This hungry stomach, what it craves is food. 

« • 

As the disease requires, should they who practise 
The healing art, their remedies apply. 
Nor rest content with whatsoe'er they find 
Prescribed by antient usage, when such medicines 
Will to the patient no relief afford. 

The crimes of men are some of them spontaneous. 
Some from the Gods deriv'd ; by wholesome laws 
We remedy such mischiefs : but to thee 
This I maintain, that if the Gods commit 
Aught that is base, they are no longer Gods. 

But what is there in man's precarious life 

To be relied on ? o'er the foamy deep 

Rides the swift vessel by the wind impell'd : ^ ^^^ 

But as to human fortunes. Time reduces ^ 

Tlie great to nothing, and augments the small. 

A thousand unexpected revolutions 

Hast thou beheld : some from the waves escape^ B. ifti 

While others, conquer'd by the hostile spear, M. n 

In a fresh battle triumph o*er their foes. 

The hands indeed of younger men, in action 
Are vigorous, O my Son ; but prudent counsels 
Flow IVom the old ; for Time's the best instructor. 

The honours thou rcceiv'st exalt thy views 
Too high abgve thy fellows.— I would die : 
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For life's not worth retaining when we see 
The wicked crown'd with undeserved applause* 

^^(^^rF^ I hate th' imperious Ruler who neqiects 
M. 24 By soothing arts to gain the public love. 

Nor ought we to be angry at Events ; 

B. 132 Po^ ^h^y our anger heed not : but the man 
M. 24 Who best to each emergency adapts 
His conduct^ will assuredly act right. 
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BUSIRIS (21) 

B. J No serrant is permitted to divulge 

^- ^ Truths that may hurt the interest of his Lord. 



G LAUCUS. 

Tis grievous to endure a villain's pride. 

When daring miscreants prosper in the land. 
Such instances of wickedness with power 
Invested^ make the virtuous soul despair. 

Alas ! how many evils on the wane 
Of life attend : nor can the aged man 
Cause Time to stay awhile his swift career. 

For a long life swarms with unnumber'd woes. 



(21) " Biisiris, Son of Neptune and Lysianassa Daughter of Epaphnsf 
was kin^ of £gypt, and used to saciifice foreigners at the altar of Ju- 

" piter, till Hercules, being dragged tiiither for that purpose, burst his 

^* chains, and slew the Tyrant" Barnes. 
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DICTYS (22) 

He to my soul was clear. — If I by Love 
Am caught, O may I never turn aside 
To Colly's path, or the unchaste delights 
Of Venus : for a nobler Love is found 
By Heaven implanted in the human breast 
Inspiring justice, chastity, and truth: 
And O that among all mankind, this usage 
Were 'stablish'd, for the virtuous to indulge 
A passion only for the noblest objects, 
Yet bid adieu to Venus child of Jove. 

Be of good cheer : great is the strength of Justice. 

Young; yet to labour was his soul inur'd. 

A disposition to talk much, betrays 

The strongest symptoms of o'erbearing pride. 

Hadst thou not been most vicious, thou thy home 
Me'er hadst disdain'd, this region to applaud. 
He judges not aright in my opinion, 
Scorning his country, who a foreign land 
Extols, and in its manners takes delight, 

O thou old man, contend not with thy rulers ; 
For 'tis a law from antient times transmitted, 
To honour those who bear supreme command. 
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(t^) '< The ¥/ind8 having borne the wooden chest, in which Danae. 
** and her infant son Perseus were exposed on the sea, to the coast of 
<^ Seriphns, one of the Cyclades ; Dictys, Brother to Polydectes King of 
*^ that island, took them up, and treated them with grea;t humanity : 
*^ under his protection they both continned, till Perseus, having attained 
*< years of maturity, went against the Gorgons, and came back triom- 
<' phant with Medusa^s head : at his return he found his Mother and 
" Dictys driven for refuge to the altar by Polydectes, who was on the 
<* point of offering violence to the honour of Danae , upon which he, 
<< by displaying the head of Medusa, changed Polydectes into a stone ; 
<< and made IMctys king of the island.* 'Apollodorus and Barves. 
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To wholesome counsels Venus never yicMs^ 
B. 18 And the m^re violence you use, the more 
M. 6 Dotb she resist; she then produces war, 

And hence is many a prosperous house o'erthrowi?. 

A Father ought with milduess to endure 

His Children's errors when they spring from Love; 

B. 22 Nor should the Sons condemn their amorous Sire, 

M* 7 For Love is an involuntary passion, 

A malady' we seek uot : void of reason 

Is he who strives presumptuously to heal 

What Fate inflicts thro' Heaven's supreme decrees. 

There is one law which all mankind obey. 
Which I assert is common to the Gods 
And even savage beasts ; for every Mother 
To love her progeny; in other points 
We by our separate usages are guided. 



B. 28 
M. • 



Tho' you already have a race of sons 
B. 32 Grown up to full maturity ; new children 
M. 9 Would you beget, thro' a divided house 

Causing inveterate enmity to spread. 

In praise of noble birth can I say little: 
The virtuous man I hold is truly noble; 
But the unjus!, tho' he derive his birth 
From an illustrious Sire, who in renown 
Exceeds e'en Jove, to me appears ignobIe» 

How true, alas! this antient maxim proves; 
From a bad Father springs no virtuous Son. 

^h^'toi28 ^y wealth corrupted, ne*er may I become 
M. 12 Abandoned, nor associate with the wicked. 

A. Thou in abundant treasures should'st delight^ 
B« 41 And not in these pursuits. 
M. Inc. 64 B, To heap up riches. 

And know no arts but those of gain, is base. 
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B. 43 

M. IS 



With indignation oft have I beheld 
The virtuQUs man's resembhmce to the wicked 
In the vain strife of words. Yet 'twere a thing 
Not to be nam'd, nor e'er end ur'd, in silence 
To hear th' audacious miscreant's foul reproaches. 

Why would'st thou raise me up, wjien from my soul .. 
The memory of past woes is scarce effaced f 

He who still loves to prate, is not aware ' -. 

How loathsome to his comrades such a guest. 



ERECTHEUS. 

\/ Thou, O my Son, didst rightly in proposing ®* ^ 

Such questions, and to thee will I unfold ' * 

(For thou art grown discreet, and wilt retain 
After my death the counsels of thy Sire) 
Maxims of virtue, which to youthful minds 
May prove salubrious: much will I comprise 
In a few words ; first keep thy temper mild. 
Give to the rich no preference, but behave 
To all good men with equal courtesy : 
If urg'd at the same time by two affairs. 
Apply thy mind to one of them, and leave 
The other. No ill-gv)ttcn wealth possess. 
If in thy mansions long thou hop'st to dwell. 
For tliere is no reliance on that gold 
Which thro' injustice enters our abodes : 
Yet must thou strive thy fortunes to improve. 
Because nobilitv attends the rich. 
And the espousals of illustrious dames 
To them belonjir : but 'tis the poor man's lot, 
"J lio' wise, to lead a life estrang'd from fame 
And from respect: make thoi^e thy friends, who speak 
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Their thoughts with freedom, and bar fast tbjr doors 

'Gainst those who strive thy favour to obtain 

By abject flattery ; choose for thy associates 

Thy seniors, those Ucentious spirits loathe. 

Who shine then only when they raise loud bursts 

Of laughter: the delight which sinful pleasure 

Affords is short. But never, O my Son, 

When power supreme is thine, addit^t thyself 

To scandalous amours among the vulgar : 

He whets the sword against himself, he twinet 

The deadly noose, who of the virtuous poor 

Contaminates the children. Nor advance 

The wicked to high honours in the city : 

For they when wealth abounds, or they obtain 

A post of some authority, elate 

With unforeseen prosperity, grow wanton. 

Now give thy Sire thy hand, and O farewell. 

But shame forbids me to prolong th' embrace^ 

For an unmanly soul ill suits the wise. 

There's no affection can exceed what ehildren^ 
Feel for their Mother; let this love;, my Sons^ 
Deep in your tender bosofos be implanted : 
For no attachizie^ts equal kiadred ties. 

We rather ought to follow hotnest gain 
Than plunder : for our riches, if acquired 
By lawless means, can ne'er continue long. 

On a few friends I rather would rely. 
Than lead a swarm of dastards to the field. 

No man who fights in a dishonest cause 
Returns with safety. Hence doth it behove 
A prudent General, if the Gods assent, 
To take up arms, but iiot against thtk will. 

By toil, the bliss of mortals is eiicreas'd ; 

But a luxurious life, and abject fear. 

Or to ourselves or friends, no profit brings. 
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S5S 



Around my javelin let the spider weave 

Her subtle threads ; while I, grown old in peace. 

Attune the song, and on my hoary head 

A verdant chaplet bind, the Thracian shield 

Suspending o'er the columns which adorn 

Minerva's temple, and with studious care 

Expound the mystic writings of the wise. / 

But I assert, that they who nobly die 
Are more alive than he who but exists 
With infamy. 

To the small skiff be a large ship preferr'd* 

But what's the worth of an adopted race ? 
For nature's bounteous gifts in more esteem 
Than their vain semblances, we ought to hold. 

PRAXPTHEA.' 

He who with liberal soul showers down his gifts. 
Is by mankind held dear ; but they whose bounty, 
Tho' not refus'd, comes slowly, are esteem'd 
By far less generous. Here I stand resolv'd 
My dearest Daughter to surrender up 
To death : by various motives am I urg'd ;- 
For first of all, no city that deserves 
To be preferred to this, can I e'er find; 
What's most essential, we who people it 
Were not transplanted hither, (23) but the soil 
On which we tread, produced us : other states 
Change like the rolling die, and still collect 
Fresh denizens from every various lahd. 

(23) Ih Athens this language was not the mere flourisfi of Poetr^^ ; 
but Orators, and even Philosophers, expressed themselves in as high a 
stram relative to the antiquity of Iheir coontrymren ; the following passage 
from a dialogue of Plato, called Menexehus, being cofur hed in neariy 
tlie same terms :— T»jf ^ svymetg ir^»mn vnt^e *fotf ^i n tuw v^^yof wytneng hh 
rm&^ uat$^ sh rots* «*yW«; wrti; tm^nirafAm fxemxumtg ef tn X*£?> t^>^^ o^ 
matnjf, et>X* avrv^^OofttSy %eu 4tu oKi i9 ita'tpt^ otwtrrus ^^at* ^W9<7^ Koi rpffo^f' 

fK^ HX VRO fXllTfipf, «C CI^XN, O^X' t/tTO fCDVjpOg/ ^ ^(ftfOf tf »| WKHf, PlatO, Ed, 

Serrani, V. 2. p. 237. 
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But he who roaming from his native city 
Dwells in another^ hke a beam unsound 
Sphc'd to support the edifice^ in name 
But not in deed becomes a citizen. 
(^4) Yet, O my friends, if this superfluous boaat 
May be allowed, ours is a temperate cliine 
Where neither heat nor wintry cold preivails. 
, Pleas'd with the products of our native soil. 
We search not after any luxury Greece 
Or Asia yields. A race of valiant sons 
We bear, the altars of our Gods to guards 
And guard our country. By one name alone 
This city is distinguish'd, tho' the laws 
Established here are tiumerous. With what justice 
Can I break thro' all these, when 'tis my duty 
To yield up one who is ordain'd to die 
For many ? if I count them, from the greater 
Distinguishing the less, one single houde 
Can ne'er transcend, ne'er rival the whole state. 
But were my house supported in the stiead 
Of female issue, by a valiant Son, 
Should I have scrupled, if the flames of war 
Had caught our city, to have sent him forth 
To battle, from a fear lest he might ble^ i 
O may my Children fight, may they obt^i^n 
Fame among men, nor empty shadows prove^ 
Born to no purpose, useless in the state. 
Yet have the tears of the fond Mother, parting 
From her beloved Sons, caus'd many youths> 
Entering the field of battle, to become 

(24) Five lines of the orig^ which are here inserted in D& MmL 
grave's edition, which I have followed in the arrangement of them, are 
placed by Barnes among the Tragedies whose names are unknown, v. 
410; though he observes, in a no^* that they -appear ta belong to 
Erectheus ; and Plutasch, in liis i*reatise on Enle, finom whence 1m 
cites them, has subjoined them to some of the former part of tfaii 8pe<»9|i 
•f PiaadUiea, the W& of tbat Mbmvclr. 
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Efleminate. Those Women I detest 

Who to the honour of their Sons prefer 

Their lives, and counsel them to adt like dastards^ 

In battle had my progeny expir'd, 

They had obtain'd sepulchral rites, and fame 

In common with full many ; but a wreath 

Peculiar to herself shall crown my Daughter^ 

Who singly bleeds a victim for this city. 

To rescue me her Mother, rescue thee. 

And her two Sisters. Is not each of these ' 

A cause for her to lay down life with joy ? 

My Daughter, her who by no right was mine. 

Except my having borne Ker, will I give 

To save my country. Should this town be taken. 

What benefit, alas! should I receive 

From all my children f but this nation now 

Shall thro* my means be sav'd : let others rule, 

While I am the protectress of my country. 

But as for what regards the public weal. 

With my consent shall no man ever change 

Those usages our ancestors held sacred; 

Kor shall Eumolpus and the troops of Thrace 

Overthrow that sculptured Trident which is fix*d 

Close to the Gorgon, wrought in massive gold 

On the foundation of our walls ; no wreath 

Of laurel shall adorn th' invader's brow. 

For you, O citizens, my womb was fruitful ; 

May ye escape and conquer : for to save 

My dearest Athens, cannot I refuse 

One single life thus claimM. Ah, would to Heaven^ 

My country, thy inhabitants all lov*d thee 

As I do, in thy precincts should we dwell 

Happy ourselves, nor could affliction reach thee. 



I know not how to form a just opinion 

Of Shame; for there are seasons when 'tis ne^dful^ ^* ^^ 
At others it becomes man's greatest curse. 

A A ^ 



M, 1^ 
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g ^^ They sleep on the bare ground, 

M. 13 Nor ever lave their feet in the cool spring. 

^* ^^4 Borne safe by thee to th' -/Ethiopian land. 
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EURYSTHEUS. 

This cannot be, (25) Old Man, let not vain fear 
Disturb thee, ail those images, the hand 
Of Daedalus hath wrought, appear endued 
With motion and with sight, so great his skill. 

Such is the duty of a faithful Servant, 
Who's bound to keep the secrets of his Lord. 

Men, without reason, scruple to beget 
A spurious race : for no reproachful name 
Can change the disposition of that youth 
Whom nature fashion'd virtuous at his birth. 

Now, the possessor of a wealthy house, 
From men devoid of virtue, but with power 
Invested, the first honours doth obtain : 
For we less value brave exploits than gold. 

I know not in what balance we must poise 
Human aflfairs, and learn to act with wisdom. 

But with his sable falchion, like the ears 
Of bearded grain, he mow'd them all away. 

Me to the realms of Orcus wilt thou send 
Before my death : and well I know the goal 
To which I must direct my swift career. 

(25) The history and fate of Eurj-sthcos aie sufficiently iUostrated by 
the Tragedy of Euripides, entiUed the Heraclidac, or Children of Her- 
cules. The {uece before us appears, from the argument prefixed by 
Barnes, to have been of the Satyric species. Dr. Musgmve supposes 
these lines to be spoken by Enrystheus to the Old Man, in reply to the 
latter, who asserted that he had seen Hercules after bis descmt inio the 
infernal regions. 
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THESEUS. 

Better than gold, and all the vain delights 

Which wealth can yield, is the society 

Of men endued with justice and with viftue. 

He who is poor and valiant, will not bear 
The stings of want, but with rapacious hand 
Seizes on the possessions of the rich. 

(26) 
A mingled species, whose portentous birth 
Resembles nought e'er seen before; the Bull 
Is thus confounded with the human race* 

(27) Taught by a piiident man, I in my soul 

Each possible calamity revolv'd, 

Suppos'd myself an exile from my country. 

Or that untimely death had torn away B^ 26 

Those whom I lov'd, thro' each ideal path M. 4 

Of sorrow wandering; that whene'er I suffer 

What I have long expected, my distress 

May not become more poignant thro* surprise. 

If from this day I dated all my grief, 

Had I ne'er known till now such tedious voyage 

Upon the waves of oiisery, like a colt B. Si 

New to the yoke, when he the galling rein M.foce^t*, 

Endures for the first time, I might have winc'd: 

But now bxa I grown callous thro' affliction. 

Plac'd on the verge of Europe's wide domain. 

(26) Thirteen Hnes of the oripnal, containing (accordin''- to Athenaens, 
by whom tliey are preserved) a des cr^)tion, by an illiterate Shepherd, of 
the letters which constitute the name of Theseus in tho Greek, are here 
omitted, as 'by no means calculated for an Ens;lisli translation. The 
three lines B. 24-«-26. M. 1. are thrown out on account of the disgust* 
fill image they present to the reader. 

(27) " ilidiceret Theseus a sapiente qnodani, hoc est ab 4naxagora 
'* Euripides.^' Philelfi Goneolatio ad Marcellnni, p, 17.fol. Romfc 1475 
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THYESTES. 

If richeg fail, ignobly must thou wed : 

For tho' men praise illustrious birth, they seek 

To form alliances with those who prosper* 

Sprung from a human Father, if thou hop^ 
To live exempt from toil, thou art a fool. 

» B. Adden-. That love alone which kindred ties produce, 
P^sl!'* ' ^^ prompt to succour our afflicted friends. 

If there are falshoods which delude mankind . 
•J By a persuasive language, 'tis but just 

On th' other hand to think that many things^^ 
Which seem to us incredible, are truths. 
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O YE, my dearest comrades, would to Heaven 
da, pref^ That it were possible for me to dwell 
p. 5t. As erst beneath the roofs of Athamas, 
^ And to recall the deeds I have committed. 

B. Inc. 428 gy^ [j^^jg f^^^^ which long hath slept, now wakes. 

g^ ^ Full many, by their boldness, strive to cast 
5^ 3 Over their shame a veil, and hide their crimes. 

Gain honours now, ye wicked men, by force, 
g 3 Ransack each corner of the world for gold, 
M. 4 Confounding right and wrong: ye at the last 

Shall reap the harvest of your vile misdeeds. 

g^ ^ What luckless Mother bore, what Sire begot 
M. 5 E^^vy, that hateful bane to man ? where dwells she. 
And in wh&t members of our frame, the hands. 
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Entrails, or eyes? great were their skill in medicine^ 
Who by incision, by salubrious draughts^ 
Or any drugs whatever> can remove 
That malady most baleful to mankind. 

The laws respecting women were ordain'd 

Unwisely. For the number of the wives 

The rich man is allowed to take, should bear 

Proportion to his fortune; from his house 

The bad he thus might banish, and retain B. la 

The good to make him happy. But their views 

Men now confine to one, and cast a die 

Most hazardous. For tho* they have not tried 

What are hfr morals^ they a consort take, 

And think such p.rops tbc;ir mansion will sustain. 

How much more wretched are the female sex 
Than men ; in virtuous deeds left far behind. 
And liable more frequently to sin ! 

Ah^ wretched state of mortals^ O ye souls 
Of women, wrought in an i^^pejfect mold ; 
To us how great a pest doth Venus prove ! 

Such an attendant ought we to allow 

The matron, -as withopt restraint will speak 

Whatever justice dictates, but abhor 

Each foul tran^^r^gsjpa which her eyes behold* 

O let us spare the man of worth, but treat 
The wicked with that scorn his crimes deserve. 

From their illustrious birth, great hopes we form 
That they shall wield the sceptre of this land. 

Full many choose the Nynjph, who, tho' devoid 
Of beauty, from a noble lineage springs. 
To be the Mother of their future Sons^ 
Whose good they thus consult, and in a Wife 
Prefer exalted rank to abject gold. 
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V Whatever it is thy duty to conceal ■* ' 

Let no man know : for with a little torch 
B. 14 May Ida's forest easily be fir'd : 

And if to one a secret thou reveal. 

It soon will be divylg'd thro' the whole city. 

(28) INO. 

All that behoves a noble. dame, full well 

I understand ; strict silence can observe, 
jj^ 4JL When 'tis my duty; and wheii safe, can speak; 
M. 14 See, or am 'blind, as suits me best ; controul 

My appetite ; and tho' 1 now am wretched, 

A liberal education l?ave receivM. , 

Procure thy fortune by some honest means. 
Avoid reproach, thy little pittance keep, "' 

B. 46 Observing still the rigid laws of justice: 

M^ 15 . Nor imitate the folly of that sailor. 

Who, having proved successful once, at last 
Lost all he had by venturing after more. 

^ Thou see'st, how little shakes the Kings, whose power 
Hath long been 'stabiish*d, how a single day 
Casts one man from his envied height, and lifts 
Another up. For wealth hath wing$, and them 
Who erst were rich, from their presumptuous hopes 
Fallen low, and prostrate in the dust, I view.. 

O Queen, the woes of many men are present. 
Of some just ceas'd, and tho^e again pf others 
With danger Qienace them : earth'i^ foodful plants. 
And th' human race proceed in the same circle j 
Some flourish, others waste in slow decay, 
Or by the scythe are instantly mown dowq. 

Thro* life the wise are bound to cherish hope. 

(2{t) Valkeiiaer supposes tliis speech of Ino to be in answer to that 
which I have placed immediately before it ; they ar6 at a considerable 
distance from each other both in the editions of Barnes and Dr. Mas* 
grave. 
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When thou art prosperous, keep a steady rein. 
And in thy woes auspicious hopes preserve. 

Thou art a man ; ah frown not on the wretched. 

There is no better medicine for the grief 
Of man, than counsel from a virtuous friend ; 
Bur if the wretch whom this disease affects, 
In sohtude would rouse or calm his soul, 
Tho' for the present moment he forget 
His caies, to-morrow utters double groans. 

Observe the fate of mortals, nor repine 
Be vend all nn?asure; for not thou alone 
Art to severe affliction left expos'd. 

Beneath those deep suak caves, without a torch. 
Residing like some solitary beast. 

By those who wander o*er the briny deep 
She's call'd Leucothea, and her son obtains 
The sailor's worship by Palaemon's nam^ , 
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Assume the semblance of a virtuous man. 
But act like him who scruples nought for gain. 

Because the man whom nature with the love 
Of gold inspires, from justice is estrang'd 
Both in his thoughts and wishes, to his friends 
Unfaithful, and a traitor to his <;ountry. 

The greatest obstacles may be subdued 

By courage ; for no throne was e'er establish'd, 

No family ennobled, but thro' toil. 

Ixion Son of Phlegyas mighty King. M. 
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HIPPOLYTUS, VEILED. 

At Trivia Hippolitum secretis alma recoi^t 
Sedibns, & nyniphse Mg&^i^&, nemorique rel^gat, 
Sohis nbi in syhns ItaJis ignobiKs sviim 
Exiferety vendqae ubi nomine Virbius ettet. 

VlAGIL. 



HippoLYTUs, thrice happy youth, 

Renown'd for chastity and truth, 
B. 1 What wreaths of fgnne are thine ! on earth 

IMU 18 Great is the power of real worth : 

In life's beginnings or its end^, 

Oq piety rewards attend* 

^ ^ When two men speak, if one of them be angry, 
M.Prote8i- jj^ jg j^^g^ ^jg^ ^jj^ ceases to contend. 
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But I pronounce, that in severe distress 
No greater rev*erence can the Laws demand 
Than stern Necessity. 

O sacred Modesty, I would to Heaven 

That thou in all mankind hadst been implanted. 

And banish'd from the soul each thought impure. 

Fortune bestpwa not on the virtuous man 

Her choicest gifts ; the bold, and they whose arn> 

Is with superior strength endued, seize all. 

They who too scornfully reject the gifts 

Of Venus, are as blameable as they 

Who with immoderate eagerness pursue them. 

But I have him who teaches real courage. 
Whom snares inexplicablef cannot hold. 
E'en Love, the most resistless of the Gods. 
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In (29) just requital for the flame he stole, ^^ ^ 

Another flame more hard to he suhdued, M; 7 
Woman, burst forth. 



CHORUS. 

O Theseus, I advise you to consider 

What isi the best expedient, nor rely J^ 

On woman, tho* perchance she utter truth. 
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Alas, alas, that facts themselves can utter 
No sound articulate to human ears. 
Then could no specious orator avail ( 
But now by fluent speeches men disguise 
The clearest truth, and winning art misleads 
Our judgement. 

Among the bulk of mortals have I seen 
Prosperity beget unseemly pride. 

From riches pricje or avarice ever spring. 

Preposterous love s^nd hatred are the same. 

THESEUS. 

Bright Ether, and thou sacred Lamp of Day, 

How grateful is your aspect to the blest, M. 14 

And e*en to those who like myself are wretched. 

Here have the Gods unrighteously determined. m. 16 

(29) An sdlosian, fu Dr. Mosgrave observes in his note, to tbe paataga 
in Hesiod, where Jupiter threatens Promett^eus with vengeance, for 
having stolen the flame from Heaven, and therewith introdncei th« 
orders he gives Yulcaa to form Woman. 

let i* mtloj fAtya vavffxtt %cu milium ecrcrofjuntn, 
Totg V tyi) tgfli wv^ itarw yaxoy, w xty tvnealtg 
Ttfrnif/leu yuiia dt/jucor, coy xoxoy €tfMJ^affvmiJrifC» 

Opera Sc dies, v. 56. 

Bat thou too late shalt find the triumph vain, 

And read the folly in succeeding paid ; 

Posterity the sad effects shall know, 

When ui pursuit of joy they grasp thefar woe. Cooke. 
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M.^ 15 You ought to undergo the punishment 

^^ P* Due to those crimes with which you falsely charge me. 

Heath,ibt An useless image did his son beget. 



CADMUS. 



Above us are the Heavens, the ancient seat 
M. 1 Of the immortal Powers; this middle space 

'TwixtHeaven and Earth by some hath been call'dChaos, 

Ah me ! already am I half transform'd 



M. Inc. 166 



„ „ Into a Serpent, O, mv Son, embrace 

All that remains of your unhappy Sire. 



CRESPHONTES. 

^ ^ But in th' infernal reorions if he dwell 
• Among the dead, he now hath lost his power. 
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MEROPE. 

Not I alone bewail my Children's death 

And widow'd couch, but there are many. dames 

Whose life, like mine, hath been one scene of woe^ 

MEROPE. 

■ If, as thou say'st, my Husband meant to slay thee. 
Yet art thou bound to sheathe thy vengeful blade 
Until that time arrive when he resolv'd 
To have accomplished his inhuman purpose* 

Tho* Fortune took away whate'er my soul 

Held dear, she in return bequeathed me wisdom. 

In this respect, like all the world beside. 
Am T, nor blush to own I love myself 
BeUer than others. 



FRAGMENTS. 365 

First in the eyes ingenuous shame is seen. ®" ^ 

M* 3 

O Peace, with smiling plenty gay. 

Most lovely of th' immortal train. 

For thee^ alas, I sigh in vain. 

Impatient thro' thy long delay. 

At length this feeble frame opprest 

By toil, and age h.t welcome guest, 

Will sink, I fear, into the tomb. 

Ere I behold thy graceful bloom. 

And listen to the tuneful song, ^' i^ 

While, crownM with flowers, thy choral throng ^* 

Are at the festive banquet seen. 

Visit this city, aweful Queen, 

And from our blest abodes repell 

Sedition, loathsome child of Hell. 

Let Discord too thy vengeance feel. 

Who brandishes the pointed steel. 

The only gains which ought to be pursu'd B. S6 . 

By man, are those whence no repentance springs. M. 5 

Collecting all our friends, we should bewail 
The new-born child who comes into a world 
Where mischiefs swarm around him : but bear forth 
Amidst rejoicings and auspicious songs, 
Hiin who is dead^ and ceases from his toil. 

The race of fruitful Niobe, twice seven ^' Adden- 

Iii number, by the shafts of Phoebus died. m/ 3 ' 

A (30) large extent of country, which with ease 
Cannot be till'd, for by steep mountains girt 

(30) The coantry spoken of in tliis paragraph is said, by Strabo, from 
whom Dr. Musgrave has extracted his acconnt, to be Sparta, and tliAt 
in the next, Measenia : these regions -were situated in the ^outh and 
Sonth-East parts of the Peloponesus ; the ^ve smaller passages fh>m 
the same author, which immediately follow these in Dr. Mnsgrave's 
edition, I have omitted, as containing nothmg wliich could ■ rsnder 
them acceptable to tiie English reader. 
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Are all its valiies : on this rugged soil 
No fierce JDvader's foot presumes to tread. 

Productive of luxuriant gratn^ refreshed 
By streams unnumber'd^ by its herds of kine 
And fleecy sheep distingnish'd : from the blasts 
Of freezing winter sbcker*d, nor expofs'd 
To the immoderate beams of torrid strns; 



THE CRETAN VIRGINS. 

Why (31) with such care should ^'C select a Wife^ 
When they who have been educated well 
B. Alope 5 Bring greater sbam^ upon their house, than £hey 
Whose childhood by their Parents was neglected? 

B. « My youthful follies ere I lay aside, 
VU ft And listen to aosterer reason's voice. 

B. s Thou never canst be blest, if thou refuse 
M. S To toil : for sloth in a young man is base. 

B. 6 What (32) lacks the festive board, or with what viand 
if* 9 Is it not loaded? pleoty of all food 

(31 ) Tliis passage, inserted by Barnes in liis Alope, y. ^, b, as Mus^ 
grave observes in his note, taken from Stobsens, lit 74^ and there ia 
the margin of Orotius's edition, p. 320, said to belong to the JErope of 
Euripides, ivkich in bodi Barnes and Mnsgrave is called Creflsae, from 
its Chorus consisting of Cretan virgins : but Dr« Masgrave, lifter pittnt" 
ing out tlicir right place, has, through inadvertency, entirely omitted 
tiiese verses in Ids edition. 

(33) The line, Ai itvlt^ inae ^Ithg trcfi/lcgm, whigh Barnes, Car-, 
melli, and Dr. Musgrave, have all retained, at the comm^flcenient 
of this passage, is the 436th line of Hippolityus in the first, aild the 44lBt 
in the last of those editions, and appears to have so little claim to a re- 
petition in this place, that I have made no scrdple of omitting it i^kt^aA 
next passage they have all three concluded with three lines from the 
Electra, v. 1097, ed. Barnes, and 1104, Musgrave^ and taken iie 
notice in their comments of sitdi repetttion* 
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That the seas furnish, tender veal, the goos^^ 
Rich cakes and honied caudle are at hand. 

Now wed, then perish by the venom'd bowl. 
Or stratagems of thy perfidious Consort. 

This truth from long experience well I know. 
All cultivate the friendship of the rich. 

When foul reproach attends our evil fortune, 

Tis terrible indeed : yet if our doom 

Be thus severe, we ought to cast a veil 

Over our shame, nor idly publish it. 

Which would but raise the laughter of our foe^ 

Indulge thy genius o^er the circling bowl. 

Death shall decide our strife ere I will yield. 

ATREUS. 
By shewing in what mode the stars perform 
Their retrograde career, I sav'd the people. 
And hence am seated on th' imperial throne^ 



Yon fane, whose beams^ the artist's toil. 
With cypress rooted from the soil. 
Hath fashion'd. In the mystic rites 
Initiated, life's best deliglits 
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THE CRETAN PRIESTS. : 

But, O ye Cretans, Ida's sacred race, B. i. 

Snatch up your boWis iand hasten to my aid. M. i. 

CHORUS to Minos. 
Sprung from Phcenicia's royal line. 
Son of Europa Nymph divine. 
And mighty Jove, thy envied reign 
0*er Crete extending, whose domain 

Is with ao hundred cities crown'd 

I leave yon consecrated ground. 



B. 3 
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I place in Chastity alone, 
Midst flight's dread orgies wont to rove, 
^ The priest of Zagreus (S3) and of Jove ; 
Feasts of crude flesh I now decline. 
And wave aloof the blazing pine 
To Cybele, nor fear to claim 
Her own Curetes' hallow'd name ; 
Clad in a snowy vest 1 fly 
Far from the iWlf throes of pregnancy. 
Never amidst the tombs intrude, 
And slay no animal for food. 



LAMIA (34). 

Bb 1 Who knows not Lamia's name thro' all the world 
M. 1 Illustrious, tho' in Libyan deserts born i 
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L I C Y M N I U S. 

V Simple, and unadorn'd, for great (Exploits 
l{enown'd, a man whose wisdom is displayed 
In deeds alone, unskilful in harangues* 

W Toil, they assert, is Father of Renown. 

Teuthrantium, pride of My sia's blest domain. 



(33) '* Zagreus was the original Bacchus, and long prior to the Son of 
<' Semele ; he sprung, according to the poets, from Jupiter and Proser- 
<' pine, and signified beer, which is composed of com and rain water, 
<' as Bacchus means wine. Nonnus introduces an accoont of the 
'< birth of Zagreus towards the close of the fifth book of his Dionysiaca. 
*' Zagreus was also a name given to Bacchus at his sacred rites, as is 
*' evident from the hymns of Orpheus.'* 

(34) See Pausanias, ed. Knhnii, p. 825. Lamia is there called the 
daughter of Neptune^ and said to be the first female who pr(^he8ic<L 



FRAGMENTS. 

Mighty King, 
Whom laureat wreaths delight, O Bacchus, Paean, 
Apollo skiird in the persuasive lyre. 



3(59 

B. Addtn- 
da, p. 530^ 

M. 4 



MELANIPPE. 

JovB, as he's truly call'd, was Hellen's Sire. 

Whoe'er Jove be, for I of him know nought 
Except what I have heard. 

Many there are who for the sake of mirth 

Induloe facetious satire : but I loathe 

Those sons of laughter, whose unbridled tongues' 

Insult the wise ; they ought not to be numbered 

^Mong men, ahho' we smile at their conceits : 

Yet have they houses of their own, and lodge 

In ponderous chests the treasures they have gain'd. 

Bui (35) of her virgin honour when bereft. 
If she expos'd her Sons, because she fear'd 
Her Father's anger, wilt thou murder them? 

Not I, but my sagacious Mother taught. 

That Heaven and Earth ^at first were intermingled. 

And wore one form, but when they from each other 

Were separated, they to all things gave 

A birth, and into light produc'd trees> birds^, 

Beasts of the forest, fishes in the waves 

Of ocean nourish 'd, with man's nobler race.^ 
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(35) The 186th Fable of Hygimis cootEdoB the history on tvhich tbk 
Tragedy is supposed to be founded. Dionysius Halicamassensis, from 
whom tiie three lines contained in this paragraph are cited by the editors 
of j^uripides, speaks of them as part of the expostulation of Mebmippe 
Dvith her Father, whose name it seems was Desmontes, on his intention 
of destroying the Sons she had borne in consequence of her amour with" 
Neptune : but they rather seem to be spok^i by the Chorus, pleading, 
with Desmontes in favour of his Dan^ter and her Children, 

YOL. III. B » 
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Think ye that criines are borne on rapid wings 
Up to the Gods, and written in the tablets (36) 
Of Jove, that he examines them, and thence 
fe. 19 Distributes justice? not the Heavens themselves 
M. 3 . Were large enough to hold ali man's misdeeds^ 
If by the God transcribed, nor can he mark 
And punish individuals. Bui here dwells 
Justice amongst us^, Would ye but behold her. 

The slothful citizen is void of worth. 

Heavens ! wUat a man ! he's youog aod yet moroae. 

The name he bears will to a virtuoufi Sldve . 
Be of no prejudice ; for there are many 
In that low station who excel the Free. 

Than an abandon'd Woman is there nought 

More worthless, and no merit can exceed 

The vittiioud Dame's ; so different are their natures. 

Hard is the lot of the whole female race, 
Expos'd to hate : for they who have transgressed^ 
Unto the virtuous their reproach transnUit, 
And to the cha^e th* unchaste ; hence men believe 
We all are faithless to the nuptial vow. 

^^ 41^ The inan who wobes a damsel not ordain'd 
M. 8 To be his bride, exerts a fruitless toil ; 

(36) Pacfitus, in his Panegyric on the Empertir Theodo^ius, seems to 
have availed himself of this thought) as a 'i9^kAckB ibr that fnlsonie adula- 
tion, which distinguishes the vniters who Isred, sot oidy daring thft 
decline, but at every period of the Roman Empire ;— *' Ut illi M^jestatis 
tufli participi Deo feruntur assister^ IFata cnm Tabolis ; sic tiln aUqiia vis 
divina sohservit, quae qiiod dix^ris scriimt et taggerat** Fan^grrid 
Vet. p. ^25; £d Delph. Paris I676i Theodosh^ reigneil'towarili Ite 
dose of the fourth centnry, and his name is enrolled among the ChiJB- 
tian ExBperorsi hot tiirely this inversion of making the Supreme Beipg 
his Partner m the imperial dignity, is a stinain beyond what Pagan nd^ 
wene aecustoteed to hear of th^selves, when compared with Inpiter. 
lABanfte the Editor considers it as dbuMfhl whettter PMatQflwa»% 
Christian or a Pegui; but Uie wrmte of sacfa fycophants may be cohwt- 
toed at a disgrace to Religionas vMl«s to literature; 
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But she whom for his arms the Fdt^s reserve, 
Comes to his house tho' unsollicyted. 

5ure they who wed the i)ame of noble birth 
Or large possts&ions, makfe a foolish choicift : 
For when a Woman's interest in the hotise 
Prevails, the Husband must become a slave> ^ 

And lose his freedom t ilous;ht avails the wealth 
Which he by wedlock gains, for a divorce 
Is then not easy. 

A Wife selected from the middle rank, 
Discreet and virtuous> is the greatest blessing 
Hedven can bestow, or fatour'd ciian obtain. 

Except (37) Thy Mother, I all women hate. 

Of his egregious folly would I warn 
The man who, lacking childreti of his own. 
Into his house admits the stranger's t^c'e, 
And strives to alter Fate's supreme d&crei^j. 
For he ta^hoOi Heaveti grants no issue, ought 
To rest c(mtent, nor orarmur 'gainst the Gods. 

Hard is the lot of any getitle yoctth ^ «o 

Subject to a morose aild churlish Sire. iv^. is 

Indeed I know not in what light we ought 

T« view Nobility. For I pronounce 

That they who are endued with manly Courage, *; 

And just, tho' they from servile Parents spring. 

Possess what einpty tifles cdtmot ghre. 

(37) '' From tfab and other Vke setttencesy besides hft Introdaciiig oor 
** the stage many harlots, adultresses, sorceresses, and women who 
** murdered then* hiishands, Kir Clytenmetftra, Helen, Phaedra, Pasipfaae, 
^ Medea> JBstjpCf and SthmolMet, Eor^ides was cidletf by the antient^' 
** the Woman-Hater : bat he gamed tibis ei^thet only aiifong the unleam- 
** ed ; for othets acknowledged the candour of the poet, and that, as 
^ oflefi « tte MftjM r^idred, he bestowed abundant pndMs on tiie 
*^ tffet, tkttrf eiOsmtifid eAceOent tirgilis and heroin^' ft&thfiil, chaste, 
*f intrepid, and tiHM, a» Al(As% Endne, l^pUgMi^' ISectra, Poiyxemb 
'* Andromache, and MacaxJa." Barnbv. 
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Full many men there are who, O my Son, 
Thrive in the temperate clime of humbler hfe; 
But pomp is the forerunner of destruction. 

Him I pronounce a wise and temperate man 

Who hath learnt how to bear each change of Fortune. 

B. 70 Yours is the case of many, not content 
M.Incerta, With what thev have, but grasping after more. 
To their own folly they their ruin owe. 

This is an ancient saying : young men*s actions. 
But hoary veterans' counsels, bear the prize. 

What's an old man, but a mere voice and shadow ? 

Why wilt thou not permit the dead to rest 
Beneath the silent tomb, ah, why renew 
The streams of tears thou hast akeady shed ? 

It is impossible they who commit 
M, 25 , A deed of infamy should Ue concealed : 

For Time sees all things with his piercing eyes. 

First, by unerring oracles, to man 
v°^i The mystic will of Heaven did she unfold, 
M. 27 Drawn from the aspect of the rising stars. 
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MELEAGER. 

Cencessit in iras 
Ipse Dcum antiquam genitor Calydona Dianx. 



VlRGIJC. 



B.Add. p. This (38) spot is Calydon, frcyn Pelops' land 
Melan- Sever'd by friths, with plenteous harvests blest, 

ippe, 78 O'er these iEtolian regions Oeneus rules, 
M. 1 

(38) This passage, ofi/vhich only the first and two last lines ;u£ in 
Barnes, is collected in its present form by Dr. Musgraye. The passage 
to regard to Tydeus devouring the head of Melanippus, B. 3. M. 18. 
was, I thought, best omitted. 
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Porthaon's Son, his Consort was Althaea, 
Sister of Leda, Thestius' lovely Daughter, 

The King, when he had reap'd th* exuberant grain, 

And his first fmits presented to the GodS| ^* i 

No victim on Diana did bestow. 

Attentive to the present state, thou seest 
How tliou my evil fortunes hast assuag'd. 

In his right hand an iron mace he bore. 

But Meleager is the name thou bear'st, ^f^ 2 

Dooni'd to pursue an inauspicious prey. 

Cowards have no pretension to be number'd 
In battle ; they, tho' near at hand, are absent. 

How great a comfort is it to the slave, 
To find a virtuous master, and the master 
Is also happy in a faithful slave. 

If e'er I enter on the wedded state, 

(Which Heaven forefend !) my mansions to adorn, 

May I beget a valiant race, with nerves 

Strung by assiduous labour; for the Sons 

Whose Sire and Mother both have been iriur'd 

To lead a hardy life, are most courageous. 

I therefore judg'd, that to a virtuous mate, 

A worthless Consort, if in wedlock join'd. 

Could ne'er bring forth a noble progeny. jvi 

But if each parent glow with patriot zciil^ 

From them heroic children must descend. 

A golden Eagle deck'd the massive shield 

OfTelamon, which dauntless he opposM 

To the fierce Savage ; with the clustering vine R- i^ 

His brows he girt, this warrior was the pride ^^- ^ 

Of happy Salamis his native land: 

Hated by Venus, from th' Arcadian fields 
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C^me Atalantajt with her hpuDds^ her bow, 
And biting axe, in an embroider'd vest. 
The (39) Sons of Thestius followM her, all bare 
Was their left foor, their right in sandals clad^ 
That they with greater ease might bei^d the kne^; 
6uch is the usage of ^tolian youths. 

If man should wield a shuttle, while the love 
B. 29 Of arms invaded every female breast ; 
^' ^^ Thro' such ab|$urd desertion of th' employments 

They understand, both sexes would prove worthless. 

B. S3 The virtuous Dame remains at home : but she 
M. i« Who ranges^ much abroad is void of merit 

These are the be$t possessio.ps, O my Mol;her, 
And far beyond all wealth which takes its flight 
B. 35 On rapid wings ; because a virtuous race 
M. 13 Of Children are a treasure to their house, 

In them the Parent^ find their youth renew*d. 
And fame transmitted io each distant age. 

Two blessings only, thou with all thy gold 
Canst never buy, a generous soul and valour: 
From the deformed tho' beauteous children spring. 

Be courteous to the living : for the dead 
Are but mere dust and shadows, they arose 
From notl)ing, and to nothing are reduc'd, 

Alas ! how soon doth Jove o'ertihrow the prosperoHS ! 

Sueet is the light to me, but none who view'd 
The dreary realms of Pluto e'er returned 
Valk.p»^40 ^^^^^ ^^^^ upper world : I who derive 

(39) '^ The two Brothera of Alths^?^ Meleager's Molber ; ihfixr names 
'' according to Pausanias were ProUions and Cometes; but Ovid calb 
'' them Toxeus and Plexippus. This account of those who assembled 
'^ at the hunting of the Caledonian boar, is preserved in the Saiomalia 
" of Macrobius, L. 5, c 18.** Barnes. 
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My birth from an illustrious house, abhor 

The griesly tyrant Deaths instead of wishing 

For his approach. 'I^^han life there^s nought mor^ pr0ctbus- 

Here shines the sun^ 'tis darkness all beneath. 
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OEDIPUS. 

(40) 

By fate is it ord»B'<( that man shall reap 
The bitter harvest of hi9'#icked schemes. 

In the same ruin, Envy, which perverts 
The souls of many, hath inrolv'd us both. 

Which is most usefuF, wisdom void of courage. 
Or boldness join'd with felly ? tlho' perverse. 
This guards, us from oui^ foes, thai causes peace : 
But there in both kitks somewhat mfost unsound. 

Tho* Love l>e o?he, th^/oy^Virhich he bestows 

Are various; some infdal]ge a guilty passion. 

And others a more boqouirable flame : 

But that Love only which his votaries leads 

To chastity and virtue, is the Love 

Man should d'esire ; may I be one of those 

Who to the God* such purer homage yield. 

(40) The two lines, which \ja Bartles stand at the begwiiiiig of this 
piece, are alreadjr inserted as the first sentence of the Antipone : iSie 
four next lines are rejected l>y Valkenaer and Heath, who consider 
^them only so the words of the Scholiast on the Plioenissw, v. 61. The 
line B. 3«, is, by Stobaens, Tit. r5, ascribed to an unknown wrftcr, and 
not to Euripides. 
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Venus is partial to the midnight glooib : ^, 

But day's broad glare constrains us to be t^ise. M/ ss 

Grant me;| O Jove, yon furious Doar to slay. M. 23 
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Not in pale silver only and in gold 

Consists man's wealth : but virtue is a treasure 

Of general use, and plac'd within our reach. 

The disposition ought to be observ'd ; 

For lovely features are of no avail 

When they but serve to hide a tainted heart. 

Sufficient empire is it for a man 

To have a Wife and Children : I pronounce 

That his calamities who loses these, 

Is equal to the exile's who is reft 

Of all his fortunes. For the best possession 

Bestow'd on mortals is a virtuous Consort. 

Her Lord's behest each virtuous Dame obeys ; 
But the unchaste thro' folly scorns her Husband. 

There's nought so hard to be subdued as Woman. 

Inferior to her Lord is every Wife, 

Tho' a mean Peasant wed the noblest Dame. - 

Full many revolutions in our life 

And fortune, Jove hath caus'd : but this one day 

To thee is with unnumber'd changes fraught. 

^The making our misfortunes known to all, 
Is foolish ; the concealing them, discreet. ; 

From bliss unhop'd for, man receives a joy 
Much greater than from that which he expected. 

(41) But on the ground when we had thrown the Son 
Of Polybus, we of his eyes bereft him, 

(41) In this passage, which is cited by the Scholiast on the Phcenissaey 
Einipides contradicts both himself and Sophocles, in repr^tenting the 
eyes of Oedipus as being put out by the servants of Laius, i^o no dpnbt 
considered him as the real son of Polybus who had educated him. Valke- 
naer echoes Heath in representing Barnes as having omitted these two 
hnes, which would immediately have occurred to them, had they given 
themselves the trouble of turning to his Addenda. 



B. 


34 


M. 


9 




• 


B. 


29 


M. 


1 


B. 


31 


M. 


10 


B. 


33 


M. 


2 


B. 


35 


M.11, 12 


B. 


38 


M. 


13 


B. 


40 


M. 


14 


B> 


Add. 


P 


. 521 


M. 


3 



FRAGMENTS. S77 



B. 


1 


M. 


1 


B. 


& 


M. 


4 



O E N E U S. 

DIOMEDE. 

Hail, Calydon, my lov'd paternal land. 
Whence erst, polluted with a kinsma^i's gore, 
Tydeus my Sire, the Son of Oeneus, fled 
To Argos, where the Daughter of Adrastus 
He wedded, and a great alliance form'd. 

But various manners, various men delight. 

DIOMEDE. 

Art thou thus left to perish by thy friends ? 

OENEUS. B. 7 

Some of the friends I had, arc now no more ; M. 4 

And they who yet survive, devoid of courage, 

DIOMEDE. 

But I aveng'd yiy noble Father's death. 
Assisted by the children of the slain. 

He who observes th' opinions of mankind. 
Can, like a magnet, their inconstant souls 
Attract, as suits his purpose, or repell. 

No truce is granted : yet th' unhappy love 
Oft to relate, and to bewail, their woes. 

A man's own children only, to the last 
Preserve their faith unshaken : for his kindred 
May be corrupted by the lust of gain. 

But when the wicked triumpi), O my friends; 
With power invested, fancying vengeance sleeps. 
They follow lawless pleasures unrcstrain'd. 

Full many a shaft of Bacchus, at the head 

Of that old man they ajm'd: but 'iwas my office 

To crown with garlands him who reach'd the mark. 
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Such the reward assigned, for having thrown (42) 
fhe foaming wine most dextrously aloof. 
And caught it in his bowl with fbstiy^ sound. 
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OENOMAUS. 

We by the present judge of what's unseen. 

Who meddle^ most, of all meij most ofFendsi, 

In doubt I still remain, nor can discover 

Whether, a race of children to beget. 

Is best for mjin, or to enjoy the fruits 
, Of life without them : for I see that they 

1^^ 2 Are wretched who have none, and they whp bear 

A father's name not happier ; for if Sons 

Prove wicked, they are curses; but if good. 

Ensues thi^ evil, the paternal breast 

They fill with care, lest mischief should befaU them. 

The first of all attainments is to beaor 

What happens with composure. Such a man 
B. 11 Is tnily good, calamity on him 
^* ^ Inflicts but a slis^ht wound : but tha* in words. 

We on this topic ably can expatiate, 

The difficulty lies in acting wejL 

But whosoever wishes to attain 
jB. ]6 Th' ill-omen'd period of old age, is voi4' 
^. 4 Of reason ; for ufinumber*d cares attend 

Lifip lengthened out beyond its usual date. 

(42) Tlie word xoTla&is, wliich it is impracticable to render ^to Eng- 
lisli wiUiont much circiimlecution, is amply discussed liy Henry Stephens 
iu his Greek Thesaurus, and Athcnseiis, in whom it Irikes ny near f|>Br 
pages at the commencement of his fifteenth book. Smdas eiLtracts hit 
article xarral^^uyj from the Scholiast on Aristophanes' €(nuedy cf Pei|ce> 
V. 642, 



FRAOMENT& 37] 

Old agCj what pleasing hopes dost thou afford ! 
And all men wish to reach thy distant goal : M.Incerta, 

But he who ui^kes the t^rial^ with regret 78 

Acknowledges that tliere is nought more grievous. 

There is a pleasiire^ e'en anjiidst our ^oe^, 
In lamentation and a stream of tears^ B* ^ 

Because such lenitives beguile the grief ^ * 

Which prej'd within^ and ease the labouriuig heart. 



PALAMEDES, 

B. 1 

Thousands are qualified to lead an host^ ^^ ^ 

But ages scarce produce one trply wise% 

PALAMEDES. 

To banish curst oblivion^ I alone 

The mute and vocal parts of th' alphabet 

In syllables arranging, shew'd to man 

The use of letters^ that the mariner^ 

While his swift keel divides the foamiog wave, * 

May be informed of all events which pass 

In his lovM country : that the dying leather 

His last behests by writing ^may-^expl^in, 

And portion out th' inheiitance he leaves 

Among his children, so that each may know 

He hath his right. The faithful tablet ends 

All strife, nor suffers man to utter falshood. 

When we conjEtdte in those we now distrust. 

And grow suspicious of our present friends, « ^^ 

Perchance we may be sav'd : the greatest caus^ 

Is* there to dread those citizens on \yhoin 

We now impiiciitLy rely, and use 

The services ol* those we scorn'd : for hence 



B. S 



S80 FRAGMENTS. 

May we expect redemption. If these measures 
Prove inauspicious, how can we, by taking 
A contrary direction, fail of safety ? 

O Agamemnon, Fortune in the eyes 
Of all mankind Icuiks seemly, the whole world 
B 19 Concur in entertaining one idea 
j^^ 3 Of riches; both the votaries of the Muse, 
And ihey who lead a life far far estrang'd 
From her harmonious accents, toil for gold, 
And he's decm'd wisest who possesses most. 

Ill can I relish such delights 
As haunting Bacchus' frantic rites, 
B, 24 With Cybele, who, thro' the grove 

M. 5 On Ida's summit wont to rove. 

Transported shakes the solid ground 
Oft as he hears her timbrels sound. 

AViih ruthless hands, O Greeks, have ye destroy'd 

That Nightingale who the persuasive strains 

Of wisdom chanted; your accursed rage. 

That inoffonsive votary of the Muse, 

The best of all your citizens, hath murdcr'd. 



B. 30 
M. 7 



Not he who hath committed no injustice 
Is therefore just, but he who hath the power 
Of doing wrong, yet will not; neither he 
Who can abstain from taking little bribes. 
But he who perseveres in scorning great ones 
p. 522 Wliich he with safety might receive and hold; 
Nor yet the man who merely is content 
All these restraints t' observe, but, with a soul 
Above all fiaud and generous, he whose wish 
is to be truly just, and not to seem so. 



B. Adden. 



H. 8 



Of thee, long since, O Ajax, did I wish 
To ask this question, but I had not leisure. 



FRAGMENTS, 



PIRITHOUS. 

Thee, I invoke, who from thyself alone 

Deriv*st thine origin, thro' thee all nature 

Fix'd in th' etherial vortex wheels around : B. i 

The radiant Sun, in party-colour'd robe M. 2 

Array'd, the dusky Night, and countless host 

Of stars, assembling form th* incess&nt dance. 

He did not rashly hazard the crude thoughts 
By inexperience dictated, who first B. 6 

This saying did invent; that Fortune aids ^ 6 

Their cause, whose souls by wisdom are inspir'd. 

With chains more strong 
Than those of brass the Hero's feet are bound. j^*^ ^ 

Twere better far to die, than live ignobly. B. 10 

* M. /8 
In a perpetual current, which ne'er leaves 

Its channel dry, unwearied Time rolls on^ 

And still is his own Father. The two Bears 

Move swift, and guard with brawny chests the pole 

, Supported by gigantic Atlas* might. 

My country's Argos, Hercules my name, 

Jove universal Father of mankind^ 

Begot me, for my virtuous Mother's bed ^^• 

He in disguise (43) ascended : I come hither 

Forc'd by the haughty mandates of Eurystheus. 

More safe than any law is a good usage 
Well 'stablish'd, this no crafty orator 

(43) The line Ztug w; XiXmlou mg mktfiHut vm, having ahready occurred in 
the Melanippe at the very commencement in Barnes's edition, and ha- 
ving strongly the appearance of beifig erroneously foisted into this pas- 
sage, in which it stands in Dr. Musgrave's edition as the 4th line, is 
omitted in the version : '' unkmum to her, and Iwmvng assumed the form 
•f Amphitryon" or somev^hat to that purpose, would better accord with 
jhe epithet \^n» 
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383 Fragments. 

Can e'er pervert, thd' thai he by the dint 
Of specious langtiage n(laj explain aWay. 



B. 
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THE DAUGHTERS OF PELIAl 

The Gods are not uhfjust : but Horn the deeds 
Of inlpioas mortals muoh confttftion spritigs. 

Kiek not against the srpurs of those who rule. 

Bat as for that great object kingly l^ower 
Which all mankind adknire, no«ght daost iiMkibAA 
More miserable : fur be who but subsists 
By robbery, and the murder of hi^ friends^ 
Must ever tretifble at some lurking vedgeance. 

I praise thee, O my Daughter ; but would giij'c 
This wholesome counsel ; white thou yet remain'st 
A virgin, raise not thy aspiring thoughts 
i^* ^ Above that sphere which suits a bashful maid ; 
Among the comrades of thy youth, adopt 
Their mannef'Si but wbenf thou tbe genial bed 
Of an illustrious Hnsbabd sbalt ascend. 
Abandon other subtle schemes to man. 

B. 14 They with an interested view bestow 

M< 7 Their presents^ and confine them to the rich. 



PELEUS. 



1 Hear, O ye Fates, of all th* immortal Powers 
ft Who sit the healresi to tbo throne eS Jove. 

There is bo shade among mankind so thick^ 
S. 3 No caTcrn in earth's bowels so profownd^ 
If. 3 As to conceal tbe sinner's taitrted heart, 

Tho' he with matchless wisdom be endued. 



FRAGMBNtS; 383 

In my opinion^ of no real value 

To man^ is wealth, which Jove^ with greater eaae 

Than he first fashioned, can reduce to nought. 

Old age^ my Son^ is more distcreet and safe 
Than youthful counsels, and a sage experience 
O'er inexperienc*d ardour doth prevail. 



PENELOPE. 

It is a thing imposidUe, that they 
Who have comntifted any foul misdeed 
Should lie conceaPd, for with keeii piercing eyes 
Time is endued^ and all things can discern* 
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PLISTHENES. 

Not to the wavering multitude entrust 

Supreme authority, nof yet depress then!. 

Shewing a partial deference to the rich ; 

Forbear to buish him who is attached 

To th' interests of the people, or to raise him j^ 

Too high, for it were dangerous, lest he hence m, 

Become a mighty King > hut check the man 

Who to hioMetf Mch bonovrs dwes assume 

As he deserves not : for whene'er they prosper 

The wicked to the city are a pest. 

From these incessant goblets which they drain'd, 

A melody beneath the vaulted roof 

Wa» heard, ni,o»t grateful to the Cyprian Qaeen. 

In my opinion ill doth it become 

Either a King or Hexo, to dontend 

With any vile antagonist, for glory "^^ 

Hence to the weaker combatant accrues. 
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FRAGMENTS. 

O Gold, tbou art not burdensome to those 
Who carry thee ; but many toils, and cares 
Most baleful, are thy comrades, the whole life 
Of man thy votary is with sorrow fraught. 

Let fleecy victims at the altars bleed. 



POLYIDUS. 

Ha ! the voracious (44) Eagle I behold 
Is hovering o'er these clifFs, the Boy no doubt 
Lies dead on the dry land : for hs\J a bird 
1 Who dwells amid the waves, fled from the coast 
Into the ocean, this would sure denote 
That there the stripling found a watery grave : 
But now, forsaking her accustom'd haunts, 
Hither in quest of food she wings her way ; 
The corse then floats not on the briny main. 

They w^ho are vers'd in every liberal art 
Are most unhappy, since lo lie expos'd 
To cruel taunts from th' undiseerning vulgar 
Who call them fools, is misery sure, not bliss. 

(44) This passage is supposed to be the speech of Polyidus, ^ho, by 
the account given of him in Hyginns, appears to have been a celebrated 
soothsayer in Crete, and to have restored to Hfe Olaocns tbe son of 
Minos and Pasiphae, whose body could not be found till discoTered by 
Polyidus, he having fallen into a cask filled with honey as he was play- 
ing at tennis. The word ahtuHog, wliich PUny renders Hatiaeetos, and 
calls the sixth and last species of the Eagle, is said, in his Natural Hi^ 
tory, to signify a bird which feeds chiefly upon fishes. The context 
evidently shews that Elian's censure of Euripides, in the Sd chapter 
of his 5th book de Naturk Animalhim, for here spelling of die Owl, 
which is not to be found in Crete, must have arisen either from an erro- 
ron«us text, or his own mistake in quoting from memory ; the Owl not 
being a bird which seeks its prey on the soa-ihore. In Barnes the two 
first and two last lines are wanting : but Valkenaer and Dr. Musgrave 
•upply tiiem from the Scholia on Hehnogenes. 
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Nor is the goblet, and the plenteous feast. 
The only blessing wealth bestows on man ; 
For in affliction too its power is great. 

Much wealth is thine, yet seem'st thou void of reason : 
In riches there is folly, but constraint 
Thro* misery to exert her utmost force. 
Doth Poverty gain wisdom for her portion. 

Frantic are they who vain expence bestow 
On the remains of their departed friends. 

Who knows but Life may justly be esteem'd 

A state of Death, and Death the blest commencement 

Of fresh Existence in the shades^ beneath ? 
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He who employs the talents nature gave 
In some pursuit of real use, is wise. 

Such cost thou on thy house em ploy 'st in vain. m. 8 

Small were a shrine, like that which you describe 
For the sepulchral mansion of a King: 
Let its dimensions every way be doubled. 
But do not deviate from the cubic form. 



M. 



(45) With him sweet Cretan pipes he in the tomb m, lo 

Deposited, and bones of dappled hinds. 



PROTESILAUa 

AvAUNT, and leave this threshold, ye Profane, 

Common and free to all be the embraces B^ 

Of every woman. M. 

(45) The passage of Plntarch referred to by Dr. Miisgrave, Wlience' 
the above lines are taken, is in his treatise on tiie impossibility of living 
happily according to the doctrines of Epicums, Op. Mor. p. 1104. ed. 
Paris 1624 : he there speaks of the custom' of burying witl^ the dead 
what M^as most dear to them, and of Minos*8 interring his son Okmciis, 
whom we 'must hence infer to have been a muaciaii, and fond of 
hunting. 
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886 ^ FRAGMHNTS. 

LAODAMIA. 

Tho' stretcht on earth be lie a breathless corse. 
The man I lov'd, I never will betray. 

He who henceforth in the same censure blends 
All women, is perverse and void of wisdom : 
Great is their number; many wilt thou find 
Corrupt, but others, like this virtuous Dame, 
Endued with the most elevated soul. 

There's nothing strange, alas ! in what thou.say'st. 
That he who is a mortal should be wretched. 

By foolish hopes mankind are oft beguil'd. 

Sufferings like his both thee and all await. 

What strong effects do ye, O Children, work 
Like magic philtres on the soul of man ! 
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RIIADAMANTHUS. 

By various passions are our lives engrossed ; 
One craves nobility^ another cares not 
For titles^ but is anxious to be call'd 
The founder of a wealthy house; he too 
^ ^ Who from his soul ne'er spoke an honest truth, 
M. 2 Delights by mere effrontery to persuade 

All those around him ; some at the expence 
Of virtue seek base lucre ; thus the life - 
Of man is all one error. But I wish 
Fur nought beyond an honourable name. 

Who in Euboea's neighbouring region dwell. 



B. 1 

M. 1 



(46) STHENOBCEA. 

There's no man who in all respects is blest : 

(46) ^ SthenolxBa, daughter of lobates, king of Lycia» after her 
i* marriage to Prcetns king of Argos, entertained an unlaw^ pasnoB 
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Either he's nobly born, yet poor ; or sprung 
From abject fathers tills a fruitful soil. 

So void is Love of reason, that the more B. 4 

We counsel him, he but the more afflicts us. ^' 6 

The wandering life of mariners affords 

No sumptuous table, but a lowly hut 

Built on the shore ; we plough our watry Mother, ' B. e 

The Ocean, whom no rude foot tramples on; M. 3 

Aided by nets and barbed hooks, from her 

A sustenance to our abode we drag. 

With every tuneful accent, winning Love 
Inspires the mute the unharmonious tongue. 
And makes the man who was an idftot wise. 

Tho' Fortune smile not, antient proverbs tell. 
By industry man*s sorrows are assuag'd. 

(47) Whatever she from her hand by chance let fall, 
'* This I devote," she instantly exclaim'd, 
'* To the deceased, to ottr Athenian guest." 

" for her Husbadd's guedt Bellerophon of Connfh : upon hi;^ refusing to 
^* listen to her, she falsely complained to her Husband of his having of- 
** fered violence to her. Proetus, dreading to infringe the laws of hos- 
'^ pitalitj, sent him to his Father-in-law with letters, desiring him to kill 
" the bearer : hence came the proverb. " Bellerophon's letters," sig. 
'^ nifying those which make against the person who conveys them. But 
*' after he had slain the ChimaBra and the Lycians, who lay in ambush to 
" destroy him ; Bellerophon's innocence appeared in so satisfactory a 
'^ light to lobates, that he gave him one of his Daughters (whose name, 
*' according to ApollodoFos, was Philonoe) in marriage : and Sthenoboea, 
*^ unable to endure the infamy in which she had involved herself, ended 
'' her life by drinking hemlock. This history is in the 6th book of Horner^ 
** Iliad, excepting that Proetus's Wife is there called Antsea." Barnes. 
(47) It was customary among the antients to devote whatever acci- 
dentally fell fi-om the table at their banquets to their deceased friendft- : 
in these two lines we may suppose the Chorus, which probably coU' 
sisted of Sthenoboea's attendants, to be speaking of tlieir Mistress at tbe 
time she apprehended' Bellerophon to have perished in Lycia through 
tiie stratageitas she had devised against him, and was stong with remorse 
for her perfidious conduct. The two last lines in this piece, which fonu 
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FRAGxMENTS. 



B, 21 Carry her in : he who is truly wise 
M. On female honour never will rely. 



B. 
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SISYPHUS. 

There was a time, when free from all restraint 
Of law, by force alone, Man like the brutes 
Was govern'<I ; on the virtuous, no reward. 
No chastisement attended on the wicked. 
But after this, it seems, were penal edicts 
Devis'd, that Justice, mighty Queen, might rule 
The human race, and in subjection hold 
Audacious rapine ; whosoe'er transgress'd 
Was punish'd. After these severer laws 
Each deed of open violence had curVd, 
And they transgressed more secretly, there teems 
To have arisen one endued with craft. 
And vers'd in stratagems^ who finding out 
A mode of striking with dismay those sinners 
Who either acted, spoke, or tliought amitss - 
In private ; introduced that new machine 
Religion, and asserted^ that '^ a God 
*' Who flourishes in everlasting bloom, 
'^ Fraught with a penetrating soul, hears, sees, 
" Marks all these foul misdeeds, and in his memory 
*' Retains them ; he by nature is divine, 
*' No word that mortals utter, can escape 
" His ears, his eyes discern each impious action : 
*' Whatever mischief thou in silence plann'st, . 
Can ne*er escape the blest immortal Powers, 
For boundless is their knowledge." By such talea 
As these, th' impostor introdnc'd with ease 
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His sv/eet and specious doctrines^ mingling truth 

With falshood ; and resolv'd to strike tbe souU. 

Of mortals with astonishment, pretended 

The Gods there dwell, whence welj he knew those fear& 

Which vex mankind orisrinate, those toils 

Which make life wretched : this he strove to shew 

By planetary motions, by the flash 

Of lightning, by the thunder's dreadful sound. 

And the fair face of Hea^n o'erspread with stars. 

Stupendous workmanship of Time, sage artist. 

Wrought by whose hand tbe glowing Sun performi» 

His course unwearied, and the genial showers 

Moisten the ground. H^ with such terrors caught 

The race of men j on their account, in words 

Did he extol, and in the blest abodes 

Cause his pretended Deities to dwell, 

Extinguishing injustice by the laws. 

E'en thus mankind were at the first I deem. 

Persuaded that the race of Gods exist. 

Brave offspring of Alcmena, I rejoice 

That thou art come, and that yon miscreant's $lain, 
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(48) S C I R O N. 

To punish villains is a glorious tast. ^ ^ 

Mr A 

(48) The robber Seiroo, from nyhom this piece (of which ^e very 
few Fragments remomipg) derives its name, infected the borders of At- 
tica, near the sea-shore between M egara and Croihth : he was sitfin by 
lliescus, as mentioned in the Hippotytns of onr author. But Hoe and 
the preceding piece of Sisyphus are caUed Satyrical frp)ii the the Satyrs, 
who probably (as in the Cyclops, which is transmitted down ^ U9 entire) 
constituted the Chorus. The two principal passages which remain of tl^e •> 
Sciron ai-e preserved by Julius Pollux, and also inserted in Cansabon^ 
De Poesi Satyrica, p. 142. ed. Riambach ; they are the ist aHd 54fi in 
Dr. Musgravc's edition, but Barnes has inserted only the first : after ex- 
amining them vrith the assistance of the cpounei^ts and interpretAtipns, 
I find myself inqtil^&bk of exhibijtiog theni to any advi^ta^ in ai^ £o|^ 
lish dress. 
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THE DAMSELS OF SCYROS. 

How various are the fortunes of mankind! 
Some prosper', but o'er others who revere 
The immortal Gods, malignant fates impend, 
Tho' they with anxious circumspection lead 
A life of justice pure from every stain. 

They who are wise conceal their own disgrace. 

PHYSICIAN. 

Your (49) Daughter is diseased, her life's in danger. 

* . * 

LYCOMEDES. 

What is her malady ? a bilious cough 
M.' Inc. 95 With the oppressive pleurisy combin'd ? 

Such foes her frame's too tender to withstand. 



]8. 


1 


M. 


S 


B. 


\ 
6 


M. 


3 


B. 


7 


M. 


1 



B. 8 



ULYSSES to Achilles. 
^ diL^S^ Sprung from the noblest Sire, by carding wool 
p. 52. Dost thou bely the glories of thy race ? 



S Y L E U S. 

B.0ilei]8i Those who were just, he favour'd, but on earth 
M. 1 The wicked had not such a bitter foe. ' 

MERCURY speaking of Hercules. 

Jn him there's nothing abject, but his mien 

Doth on the contrary bespeak a rank 
J. The most exalted ; he disdains to croucb> 

i^^ 3 Nor is his gait unwieldiv Hfce a slave. 

Thou seest the splendor of the garb he wears. 

And with that club performs he mighty deeds. 

m 

(49) Deidamia, then pregnant by Acliilles, yi\\o concealed himself 
under a female habit at the palace jof Lycomedes, king of the island of 
• Scyros. 



FRAGMENTS. S9 

SYLEUS. 

It can be no man's wish to purchase lords 

Superior to himself, and introduce them 

Into his house: but ihee whoe'er beholds g^ ^ 

With fear is smitten, for those eyes dart fire, M. 4 

As by the lion when the. raging bull 

Expects to be assaulted. Thou art silent ; 

Yet ere thou speak'st, thy manner plainly shews 

To my behests thou never wilt attend, ^- ^^ 

But art dispos'd to govern, not obey. 

HERCULES. 
Burn, (50) eat my flesh, and drink my blood to quench 
Thy execrable thirst : but first the stars 

Shall sink into the bowels of the earth, B. lo 

And earth ascend the skies, ere thou from me M. 3 

One word of abject flattery shalt cxtoft. 

HERCULES. 

Sit down, and let us drink ; without delay. 

That o'er the foaming goblet thou may'st make -^ ^ 

A trial, if to me thx)u art superior. 

The dictates of my conscience well I know 
How to obey, how rule my stubborn will. 
By poising every deed in virtue's scale. 

TELEPHUS. 

Plac'd (31) in the center of those realms which bear 
The nanje of Pelops^ O my native land, 

(50) The first line of tliis passage as it Scaiids ia Barnes, C^rmelli, and 
Dr. Miisgrave, being 

\«hich has already occurrei in the celebrated speech of Eteocles in the 
Phcenician Damsels, v. 624, and carries with it, as I apyrohcadud, the 
strongest appeamnce of being interpolated here, I utbnrtd to Philo 
Jiidneus, p, G03. ed. Turnebi, and finding there the foUowinc four lines 
without it, was thence confirmed in my opinion. 

(51)The word oo^/?ai, which is rendered disteimviat both in Barnes 
and Hudson's edition of Dionysius HaUcarnassensis, seems in this place 
to mean, borders on every side, Arcadia l^eitig the inland region of the 
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All hail; and thou who tread'st the frozen rock 
Of Ai*cady, from whose illustriousrace 
j^^ J I boast my origin, for me in secret, 
Auge the Daughter of Aleius bore 
To the Tirynthian Hercules, Parthenius 
Can witness, for Lucina there released 
My Mother from the burden of her womb. 

Go wheresoe'er you list : in Helen's cause 
I will not perish. 

For I to day must personate a beggar, 
And still remain, but seem not, what I am. 

Condemn me not, ye sovereign lords of Greece, 
Poor as I am, if I presume to speak 
Among the mighty. 

What, shall we Greeks turn slaves to vile Barbarians ? 
He'3 wicked who receivies thee for his guest. 

Agamemnon, with uplifted axe, 
Tho' at my neck some foe should aim the wound, 

1 never would be silent : on just grounds 
Since I my opposition can maintain. 

Peloponesus. Dr. Musgrave's proposed reading and version is a^.^ileu, . 
consociavit, s^nd in the beginning of the third line he inserts lUcy : Pan 
was indeed the God pf Arcadia ; but neither is it pointed out to us, nor 
am I able to trace how Telephus could boast of his descent from Pan 
in consequence of bis being the son of Hercules and Auge : Heath, with 
much 'greater appeai*ance of reason, supposes this to be addressed to 
Jupiter, who is frequently by antient writers called Lyca»an, from his 
haunting the mountain Lycwus in Arcadia, which, according to Strabo, 
was the place where Khea bore him. The immediate descent of Her- 
cules from Jwiter and Alcmcna is too well known to need repetition ; 
and Auge aj^ars to liave been t'le Great-Grandanghter of Areas, son of 
Jupiter and CaTisto. Pailheiiius is also taken notice of by Strabo in his 
enumeration of the principal morkiitains of Arcailia. Telephus became 
king of Mysia, and was wounded by Achilles in dcfendiag his country 
against the Greeks in their passage to Troy. The scene of this Tragedy 
is supposed to he Argos, 
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TENNIS. 



Alas, ther^is no justice to be found 

In this abandoned age, and one wise man 

Perishes 'midst a multitude of sinners. 
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Tis time thy reason sbojild thy wrath subdue. M. ir 

They who would prosper must submit to toil. ^^ ^ 

For not Ulysses only is endued 

With eloquence ; necessity instructs j^' ^ 

The man of slowest parts, and makes him wise. 

Let thy firm soul its courage still retain, B. 23 

Tho' thy designs are thwarted by the Gods. M. si , 

What can my wealth avail me when disej^'d ? m. st 

Rather would I possess from day to day 

A scanty sustenance, and lead a lif<^ 3, 24 

Exempt from sorrow, than by heaps of gold M. 93 

Surrounded, groan beneath the pangs of sickness* 

His oars he plies, and landing on the coast jjn^ 2 

Of Mysia, by an hostile arm is wounded. 

But why, O wretch, to him wilt thou attend ? M. 10 

O thou illustrious matron, o'er this deed 

These counsels, who.presid'st, why com*sit thou forth m. 15 

From thy abodes with brows by grief o'ercast ? ' 



B. 1 
M. 1 



TEMENID^. 

Tho' a man die, hi6 virtues unirapair'd 

Still flourish when the body is no more : ?• 

But with the wicked, alj ih^y have lies buried. ^ 



3g4t FRAGMENTS. 

B. 10 "Vyitb stedfastness and confidence to speak 
^' 2 The dictates of unbiassed truth, is glorious. 

P. 11 By far more beneficial to mankind 
M. 4 Is modesty than anger. 

The God of Battles is not always wont 
To be propitious, with delight he views 
The fall of many a valiant youth> but hates 
All cowards : this disaster will affect 
The city, but prove glorious to the dead. 

There is no bliss on earth that can exceed 

The Chief's who conquers in th' ensanguin'd field. 

But we our utmost courage must exert, 
For seasonable labpur is the source 
Whence flows abundant happiness to man. 

Whoe'er is void of wisdom, shrinks unnerv'd 
With fear, when dangers compass him around ; 
But grows presumptuous from the least success. 

Thus shalt thou rule : a General it behoves 
Both to be just and watchful o'er his host. 

Strength void of wisdom often proves a curse. 

How great the reputation and esteem 
Of those who spring from an illustrious Sire ! 
B. 26 Tho' poor, the man of high descent inherits 
m; 13 Some portion of renown, and to his soul 
Oft as his Father's generous deeds oecur, 
He emulates the glories of his race. 

Many there are, tho' born with manly soiils. 
Who by calami lyro'erpower'd, can find 
No opportunity to shew their worth. 

Death is the common lot of all liiankind, 
NatQre hath fram'd us mortal, none escape 
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FRAGMENTS. 

This sentence, for it is not in the power 

Of Chance to frustrate what the Fates ordain. 

They who their country love, should in their words 
And actions labour to promote its safety. 

In my opinion *tis the General's part 

To know where lies the weakness of his foe. 

Blest is each city in that wide domain. 

From honoured Pelops which derives its name. 

The hind with horns of gold the {50) Chief pursued, 

Ordain'd a mighty conflict to endure. 

Over the craggy mountains, thro' the meads 

And groves where shepherds tend their fleecy charge. 
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Pref. p.'52. 

M. 18 



HYPSIPYLE. 

Bacchus, who waves his thyrsus, and is clad 
In the stag's dappled hide, while round him blaze 
A thousand torches, with the Delphic maids 
On steep Parnassus leads the choral d^nce. 

The wicked value justice less than gain. 

Since there's no object plac'd above her reach. 
Let Hope anticipate each blest event. 

O woman, my advice receive ; to grief 
Is every Mortal subject, he inters 
His children, then begets a second race, 
Then dies; in bitterness of soul his comrades 
Dust unto dust consign ; thus by the Fates 
Is it decreed, that life like bearded grain. 
Must be mown down, that while one flourishes 
Anothei*taust decay. But why bewail 



B. 


1 


M. 


1 


B. 


4 


M. 


6 


B. 


6 


M. 


• 



B. 
M. 



7 
4 



(5f ) Hercules. 



59(J FHAGMENTS. ;, 1 

The journey nature forces U3 to take? 

' " For no event can to the human race 

Be dreadful which necessity ordains. 
B. Add. 
p. 5tf^ When free from anger, all men are more wise. 

Seated on earth, flower after flower she cropped 
.With all the eagerness of childish joy» 

5f. 10 ^ C"^^) limpid stream I to the Greeks will shew. 

Look there,and raising high towards Heaven thine eyeil 
Ohserve those pictures whi<;h the roof adorn. 
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PHAETON. 



The land which yields us nurture is our country. 

But whether Thebes or Argosgave me birth 
It matters not, of neither will I boast; 
That I'm a Greciaii is my only pride. 

The ship when by a single anchor fix'd 
;|j. 4 Is less secure than if you cast forth three : 
M, 4 One Ruler causes peril to the city ; 

But from divided power no harm ensues. 

A grievous curse, yet natural to the rich, 
Is folly. What's the cause of this? deprived 
P» . 7 Of sight himself, doth Plutus cast a shade 
Over their faculties? from Fortune's gifts 
Doth total blindness of the soul en^ue ? 



Unskilful as thou art, my Son, the reins 

Forbear to handle, or ascend the car 

Thou ne'er hast been instructed how to drive. 

(53) The three Hues immediately preceding this in I|||heS| are in* 
eerted in Stobocus, p. 106. ed. Grotii, as tlie production of an imkno^vn 
writer, and are omitted by Dr, Musgrave. ^ 



FRAGMENTS. S97 



The air of Libya eater not, which void 

Of moisture, will depress thy glowing wheels 

And make them sink to earth. 



B. IS 
M. 7 



M. 1 



But to the sevenfold Pleiades direct 

Thy course. He heard, then seiz'dthe reins, and smote 

With sounding thon'g the winged steeds ; they flew B. te 

Thro' the etherial height; behind them came ^^* • 

The anxious Sire admonishiag his Son ; 

" Turn thence or hither guide thy fervid \f heels/' 

Placed high above the Earth the flame intense g^ ^ 

Of royal Phoebus distant objects burns, M. 13 u 

But to those near him gives a temperate warmth. 

—That Clymene in marriage was bestow'd 

On Merops sovereign of this land, where first 

Borne in* a car drawn by four rapid steeds, B. %$ 

The Sun darts forth his beams ; the radiant East, 

And station of the solar steeds, are names 

Which from our swarthy neighbours it receives. 

Tho' freedom be the birthright of that man> 

Yet to his Wife is he an abject slave, 

Lur*d by whose plenteous dower himself he sold. 

Him spreading trees with friendly arms embrace. 

Sun, who pour*st thy golden beams around. 
How hast thou ruin*d me, and hence 'tis plain. 
That thou art call'd Apollo by mankind. 

That Sire I with the worst of ideots dass, 
Who to his Sons, tho* rash and indiscreet, 
Or the misguided people, yields up power. 

1 hate the polish'd bow ; curse on the spear, 
And those loath'd scenes where vigorous wrestlers strive. ^^ '^^l 

Me to ihy soul was dear : but now his corse 
!|tots undistinguiih'd in the silent grave* 
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P H ^ D R A. 

The tyrant Love invades not man alone^ 
Or woman ; but with tumult fills the souls 
B. 1 Of the immortal Powers in Heaven above, 
M. 1 And enters the recesses of the deep ; 

Nor, tho' omnipotent, can Jove himself 
Controll this victor, but to his beliests. 
Without reluctance, doth the Thunderer yield. 
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PHILOCTETES. 

Why indolently seated on your chairs. 
Pretend ye know the counsels of the Gods ? 
The language ye have utter'd, is devis'd 
^* Bv man : for he who boasts that he knows auo'bt 

About the Gods, deserves not, nor obtains 
The credence he solicits from the world* 

ULYSSES. 

But as our bodies are of mortal frame. 
It much behoves the man who is endued 
With wisdom, not t* indulge immortal atiger. 

The prosperous fortunes of his native land 

Add greater honour to the happy man. 

But serve to make th' unhappy yet more wretched. 

Thrice blest is he, crown'd with victorious wreaths. 
Who stays at home : the merchant, when his freight 
Is landed, thus unfurls his sails no more. 

They whose unbridled love o'erleaps the bounds 
Of reason, are immoderate in their hate. 



u 



FRAGMENTS. 39 



It is enough : thy long career, 
O Life, now end, ere Fortune veer. 
And either rob me of my wealth. 
Or leave me destitute of health* 



B* 15 



ULYSSES. 

How shall I judge aright, exempt from toil, 
And numbered with the vulgar in an host. 
When I such prosperous fortunes might enjoy B.20,27,a 

On equal terms with him who was most wise? **• ^ 

- But there is nought so vain as man : for those 
Who cannot rest, and are the most officious 
.We all admire, and the whole city joins. 
With one assenting voice, to style them men. 

ULYSSES. . , 

But I am loth to forfeit the renown B. J5 

Gain'd by my past exploits, and for this cause M* % 

Refuse not the fresh toils allotted me. 

TROJAN AMBASSADOR. 

See too, how gain among the Gods themselves 

Is honourable : for duteous homage wajts b ft 

On him who in his temple hath most gold. -^^ ^ 

What therefore can forbid thee to receive 

The profFer'd bribe, and imitate the Gods ? 

PhlLOCTETES. 

Yet thro* a length of time hath my disease 
Abated ; with intolerable pain ^* ^\ 

At first the cancer rag*d, by slow degrees * * 

The flesh of my disabled foot consuming. 

I am resolv'd to speak, tho' to himself 
He seem to have confuted me, and prov'd 
That he is wrong'd ; but to my voice attend. 
And thou shalt learn the merits of my cause : 
He too his crimes will by his words betray. 

Should the whole Grecian host be mute, and suffer 
Barbarians to say all they list, 'twere base. 
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da, p. 552. 



M. 11 



Thee, by the t!fame of Psean, I invoke 
Scorn not, O Death, to visit me ; for tfiotf 
Art the physician who afone canst heal 
Incurable diseases, since no grief 
Keaches the tranquil mansions of the dead. 

But who will e'er consent to be thy bride. 
What blooming maid receive thee to her arms ? 
O wretch, thou art well qualified for marriage ! 



PHOENIX. 

z' ^ Tis just to guess at what we cannot see, 

/Full oft have I been chosen to dei;ide 

A contest, when the witnesses I found. 

In the account they gave of the same facft^ 

Each other contradicting : but the methods 

P* ^ By which I can discern the man endued 
Jiff* d . . 

With wisdom and veracity, are these ; 

I note his temper, and the course of life 

Which he prefers, but I forbear to ask 

Of him who loves t' associate with the wicked 

One question, knowing he is like those comrades 

'In whom he places his supreme delight. 

%, IS No skies obstruct the rapid eagle's flighty 

M.Iiic. 37 And on each shore the brave man finds his country* 

Tho' I no homage can to Envy yield. 
Yet fain would I be envy'd for my virtues. 

Hail, O thou native region of my Sires : 

For there is nought which man, altho' beneath 

The load of his calamities o'erwhelm'd, 

Holds dearer than the land which nurtur'd him. 

B» 19 

M Tek- ^^^^ '^* '^ Sparta, to the Spartan throne 

phut 20 Add lustre ; but Mycene's realm is nnne. 
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FRAGMENTS. 40 

The aged Husband to his youthful Bride 

Is loathsome; he too, in the wane of life 

Who weds unseasonably, begets a race ^V 

Of sons from whom no comfort he derives: 

For the proud Wife her feeble dotard rules. 

And of all mischiefs Woman is the worst. 



B. «5 



Still Nature her pre-eminence maintains : b. 26 

For by the aid of virtuous Education ]yf, 7. 
Can no man ever make what's evil, good. 

Old age, how great a curse art thou to those b. 28 

Who groan opp'rest beneath thy ponderous yoke ! M. % 



P H R I X U S. 

Erst, leaving Sidon's walls, Agenor's Son, b.. i; 

Great Cadmus, to the Theban region came. • M. 1 

B. 3 

Let Hope thy life sustain^ make Hope thy food. ■ -^^ 3 

If I, tho' pious, meet with the same fate g 

As impious mortals, how can this be right i M. 6 

Hath gracious Jove then lost all sense of justice ? 



Whoever thinks, tho' daily he offend, 

That he shall 'scape th* observance of the Gods, 

Judges amiss, and finds himself entangled 

In his own craft : for soon as Justice finds 

An hour for retribution, he endures ft. r 

The punishment his foul misdeeds deserve* ; • M. 5 

Look to it, ye who fancy there exists 

No Deity, by such perverse abuse 

Of reason sinning doubly : for there is^ 

There is a God. But if the wicked man 

Should prove successful, let him make the most 

Of his short time, for he at last shall suffer* . r,^ 

• ' I : : ■Ml// 
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404 FRAGMENTS. 

That hind the antient servant of our house. 

Thou dost presume to call thyself a man, 
Yet to be branded with a coward's name 
Is a reproach to manhood most disgraf:efuL 

For numberless inhabitants, npt\wa}Is 
Dispeopled, are what constitute a city. 

Tho' base in name, full many slaves have souls 
More free than those who ne'er knew servitucjle. 

A Wife's the greatest comfort to her Lord, 
When harrass'd by affliction or disease. 
If she with prudence rule his household, calm 
His wrath, and banish frq^i his tortur'd soul 
A load of grief; for sweet from those we love 
Is the deception of those soothing arts. 

Against her Husband's spurious race, 'tis said, 
A stepdame harbours mischievous designs : 
I therefore these reproachea. will avdid. 

Well hath she spoken, for a Wife is bound ^ 
To share each change of fortune w^ith her Lord. 

By far more beneficial to mankind 

Is a small fortune gain'd without reproach. 

Than rear'd by guilt, the tow'ring roof of wealth. 

Transform'd into ii Bull, Jove bore away 
The fond Europa from her native coast. 

But who knows whether that which is call'd Death 
Be not the road to a new Life, and Life 
B. 94 ^ j.gg^j Death ? diseases are confin'd 

To those who view the sun ; but the deceas'd 
Are strangers to calamity or sickness. 

This disposition, in the race of man. 
By nature is implanted : tho' their lives 
M. 16 Arc forfeited to justice, we all weep 

With equal grief for our departed frierids. 
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FRAGMENTS. 4p3 

B 41 

To ape his wjeUrstor'd gtaaariea he r^fu^'d. ^^ 

Agenor's Sons were Cilix, from whose nanae ^ Addtn- 

The land in which he dwelt was caird Cilicia, da, y,^2 

Phoenix the founder of Phoenicia's realm, ^* i 

And Thasus. 

-iji { 

CHRYSIPPUS- 

Earth's spacious round, and Jove's domain the Air, 

This is the Sire of men and Gods, bat that 

Receiving in her lap the moistening drops 

Of genial rain, brings forth the human race, > 

Brings forth the foodful grain, and evpry tri.be 

Of savage beasts ; hence is she justly styl'd 

The universal Mother. All that Earth j/l ^ 

Produc'd, to Earth returns : whatever derives 

From an Etherial origin its birth^ 

Again is wafted to the starry pole : 

For nought that once existed e^er can die ; 

But from extraneous substance are they purg'd, 

And each resumes its own peculiar form* 

My friend may wisdom's choicest treasures gi:ace, 

Added to manly courage ; for I rather 

Would be deform'd, than beauteous and a dastard. 

No mortal, O my Lord^ can tell the bounds 
Or of his prosperous or his adverse fortune. 
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(54) TRAGEDIES, the names unknown. 

High o*er thy head thou seest the boundless Air, 

M. 1 



Which witb its dripping arms infolds the Earth, * ^ 



Call this thy Jove, this for thy God revere. 

(54) Besides several tnmsposiltoiis raentioiied in tiie notes and margin, 
I find, that^ of the veries inserted in Barnes's eAHoa amons the TMf • 

D D 2 
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B. 4 



Fear not lest Justice should descend from Heaven, 
And in a moment pierce thy heart, or that 
Of any other villain ; she in silence 
Still marches onward, and with tardy step 
Seizes offenders when the Fates ordain. 



By the keen eye of Heaven's immortal Powers 
Are all things seen ; full plainly it appears 
B- 8 That, tho* by us frail mortals undiscern'd 

And seldom look'd for, there's a God at hjjnd. 
Who o'er each action of our lives presides. 

With no benevolent intention, Jove 
B. 12 To many, great prosperity doth grant. 

Only to make their ruin more conspicuous. 

* Are you not able to perceive how great 

A Deity is Venus? but your tongue 

Would never be sufficient to express. 

Nor can you think, how absolute her power, 

Or to what distant objects it ext^ends. 

Not from mere words alone shall you receive 
jj The proof of what I urge : but I her might 

M. Oedi- ^y f^^^^ ^''^ shew. Earth loves refreshing showers, 
pus, IT Oft as the field, parch'd up by drought, a seene 

Of barrenness, lacks moisture; fraught Vfhh rain, 

Incert 44 occurs with only the variation of (pgaat, for .Xjyjtv Bacchx, 
▼. 480; 47 Iphigei^ inTauris 1193 ; 99—101 contain, with a small ad- 
dition^ Iph. Aulis395; 201, W^ are in the H^coba 377 , 378 ; 221^—223 
in the Suppliants 734 — 736 ; 2^6, 277 are almost a verbal repetition of 
56, 57; 372, 373, are in the Hippelytus 298, 299 ; 397 is taken from 
Phoenissae 557 ; 401, 402 occur Bacchae ^66f ^67 ; 405 is in Antiope 89 ; 
419 Antigone 18; 422—- 425 are ascribed to Sophocles, by Stobxus, 
Heath, and Valkenaer, and omitted by Dr. Musgrave ) 435 is in Hip- 
polytus 317 ; 436 and 440, ascribed by Grotius in Ii^s edition of Stp- 
bseus, not to Euripides, but an unknown author ; 444, 445, are in An- 
dromache 597, 598; and the two lasft lines in the Herac^ae 298, 299.-^ 
In Dr. Musgrave*8 edition Trag. Insert, -^5 ha/ibeengiyeq by himin 
JEolm 1 ; 35 in Antiope 29 : 77 in Glaucus 4 ; 80 more at large 148 ; 
.«$ Hecul>a 377, 378 ; 223 in Pbceniaan 9X7,j and probably many other 
«nrfn liave escaped me. : *. - • . * 
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FRAGMENT§. 

The venerable Air^ by Venus taught. 

Loves to descend on the prdlific Ground, 

The elements thus mingled, for our use 

Bring forth and nourish all things, hence the race 

Of mortals live, with vigorous health endued. 

Jove aids the labours of th' industrious man,. 
Be bold, speak truth, and thou sbalt never err* 

Virtue's the greatest of all human blessings. 

W^hy did Prometheus, who in antient times' 
Is said to have form'd us and all that breathe. 
Give to each Brute, according to its kind, 
One disposition ? Lions all are fierce. 
Hares timid ; nor hath nature with deep wiles 
Endued one fox, and made another honest; 
Collect unnumbered multitudes, the temper 
And genius of them all will be the same : 
But on examining the human race. 
As many minds as faces may be seen, 

Thy being wholly ignorant wherein 
Thou hast offended, is a great incitement 
To fresh presumption and audacious deeds. 

By such impetuous fervour of the soul 
Is man plung'd headlong into utter ruin, 

[n closest sisterhood is Folly join'4 
With Wicked nessp 

He who ppssjBssing riches and the favoujr 
Of those around him, aims at aught beyond 
Wb^Lt l}e pos^es^es^ ajms but to be wretched. 

The honied tongue of Nestor, or Antenor g. 

Sage Phrygiap chief, would Jove on n^e bestow; M. lo 

That leaky vessel never could I fill B. 5. 

By wasting whqki^me counsel^ on tb^ junwise. ^* 
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^ FRAGMENTS. 

3^ 54 If thou already kiK)l?>t not, he as^r'd 
M. 13 The worst of idetttt is the wrcked man- 

This curse, alas, is by the righteous Gods 
M. Chiy- Full oft inflicted on the human race, 
sipp. 2 They know what^s right, hut act not as they ought. 

Fear, while the sUjcn^'d stanfds pleading for his life, 
'And labours to defend himself, imprints 
Astonishment upon the lips of man, 
B. 58 And suffers nojt his memory to callect . 
M. 16 What he would say : him dangers compass round, 
, Tho' his antagonist be safe : such peril 
Yet must I undergo \ for I perceive 
My life on this great contest doth depend. 

B. 65 Better than rnvhitndies of the unrigttteGms: 
^i^^^ Is one good man, whom He^Ten iand Jnstice aid. 

Whene'er we triumph in an honest cause 
How glorious is the prize which we obtain ; 
But how completely wretclied when prbcui'd 
By foul injustice ! and how much more baleful 
Are slanderous tongues> lEmd Envy whiqh invades 
The guilty maufiions of the soosof pri^cij 
Than souls which barbout oo sucfa^ 0d4ousf^8i!; , . 

Woe to the matt, who, by his powers of sp^cih 
Making e'en falisbood lovely, uses not 
Such talents in th' embellishment of truth. 
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But even falshood may a preference claim 

To truths, whence nought but mischief can arise. 

Whether to thee thou wilt that I should use 

A language wkh the softest falshbods fraught, . 

Or with harsh truths, speak: for *tis thine to choose. 

Be he a beggar, or, if fortune please. 
Still meaner than a fteggsir, ra&y I hdve 
Him for uiy friend, whV), shaking dff all feftr. 
Utters the dictates of an honest h^isrt. 



FRAGMENfS. i^ 

When justice prompts, we never should be silent. 



Misfortunes are the source of dreadful wrath, 
And errors compass round the heart of njan. 
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There's no jreiiance on the sotrl that ladiiours B; 82 

Beneath the pressure of immodevate grief. M 25 

With harshness and with passion when their kindred 
Treat the unhappy, sure they act not wisely. ' 

What feeble mortal, whom the slightest change 

Of veering fortuhie utterly destroys, 

Can e'er presume to think that he is great?' 

Where, how will you conceal yourself? what friend 
Retains his faith unshaken ? let us ask. 
Hope is the bane of man, and they who rest 
On such fallacious prop^ are oft overthrown. 

Some mischief riseth from whatever exceeds 
The bounds of i^ediocrity ; fpr man 
Ought not to vie: in splendor with. the Gods. 

Yield thou to Fatej,nor War against the Gods. 
Endure to loo^: on my distress, and curb 
Thy pride; for the celestial Powers lay low 
The mighty,- and reduce their boasted pomp. 

We all, tho' wise enough to give advice 

To others, know not when ourselves transgress. 

Most baleful error, when the man devoid 
Of understanding, thinks that he is wise. 

(55) Strong reasons hast thou to believe the Gods 
Will pai'don him, who to 'scape death or bonds, 

(55) '^ This sentence savours somftMriiat of the doctrixie of Hobbes, 
<< and is more coUBOiiant to nature than- to piety. It is certainly con- 
'< demned by ouf law ; for an oath being, according to the definition 
'< of Aristotle, ' A making use of the name of God to assert what we 
^^ cannot otherwise prove;' it is inconsistent that the m^a who loves 
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FRAGMENTS. 

Or violence inflicted by the foe. 

Takes a false oath, or dwells in the S9ine house 

With his own sons who have imbrued their handle 

In blood. For either the immortal Powers 

Are with less wisdom than mankind endued^ 

Or they prefer the laws of equity 

To tljo^e whiph rigid justice hath prdain'd. 

B. ±0$ Glory by toils unnumbered is acquired. 

B. 106 Either speak soipewbat that is preferably 
M. 36 To being silent, or else close thy mouth, 

M. Bete. ^^^ hsLve I seen the champions of the laws 
rop. 29 By Envy, execrable pest, overthrown. 

They who their country love, sheul44)y each word 
And action labour for the pqblic good. 

Let not fatigue appall thee, while thou strlv'st 
To gain redemption for thy native land. 

Fate hath ordain'd that dastards shall obey 
The brave, and to superior prowess yield. 

On all sides, lovers dart an eager glance 

At Empire ; we must watph th* important pri?^. 

By dangers is the fi^me of man encreas'd. 

The youth who hates the rites of Mars, hath nought 

To recommend him but his auburn locks 

And blooming face, he is a thing devoid 

Of all reality. Hast thou observed 

The life of those who share the sumptuous board 

^^ God should swear falsely to save his life. It will appear preferable to 
^< a pioiu soiil to incur a pm^hment of death, than to pro&ne thesa- 
** cred name of God. Such are the dictates of the Divine Word and of 
^ right reason. Hie Poets hold a language somewhat difi^rent, among 
** whom Ckiudian agaius) Eutropius, Lf. S. v. 596, i " 

^* Suprema pcricula semper dant vitniam culpaB." 

To Uiose who de\iate from their plighted word, " 
ifcxtremes of danger some excuse afford. Barnes. 
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How *tis delicious, bow from all fatigues 

Wealth can exempt them i but no laureat wreaths 

To them belong, nor the renown obtain'd 

By valour, if they dare not to attempt 

Some perilous emprise : for toils beget 

Heroic fame. But Greece conspires to brand 

With foul reproach, that caution which attends * 

To nought, but lengthening out an abject life. 

« 
Of those who enter on the nuptial state, a 

Not all with prosperous fortunes meet, nor aiji *' 

With adverse: most untowaixl is the doom *J^ 5 

Of him who lights on an abaodoo'd Wife; 

But blest is he who chdoses on^ that's virtuous. '>• 



M. 49 



Blest is the man who weds a virtuous D^me; . b» 129 

He too is happy who remains unwedded. M. 50 
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I to that Consort faithful ought to prove, . g^ 

With whom from ybutb to hoary age I dwell* . M. 53 

The violence. of ocean's waves is dreadful. 

Dreadful is that of rivers, the hot blasts 

Of fire, and poverty are drie^d^u/ too. 

There are unnumber'd dreadful things b^^ide^ 

Yet is no pest so dreadful as a Woman : • ^* 

Her can no picture represent:, ]^o word^, ^ ^ 

Duly characterise : if she was form'd 

By any God, him I pronounce the author 

Of every mischief, and a foe* to man. 
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He who is wise, should never yield the reita 

To Woman, never iSufFer her to rule. 

She's not to be relied on: a goqd Wife ]yj^ C^eg. 

If any man obtains, his bliss consists - ^> it 

In a more tolerable share of evil. 

The love a Mother to her children bears, . , » B.' ' 145 

Exceeds that of the Sire, because she kaowi| s ..,(.!.; ^* 4f 
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That they are ii.efs>. his tide, tjt) riie name* . 
Of !^'^^er rest4:upOQ opinion only. 

M. Falso I^"^ ^^ ^'^o ^o tfieir latest breatn reveres 

atata,4 His aged Parents> to the Gods is dear, 
^ ■^^'^ Both while he lives, and iri'the silent grave: 

Motbe^,. be ai^sur'd,. I n^'er sb^ll cease 

To love tfa){je, since,'tisj{Ust, and from thy womb 

1 spring ; yet do I openly profess, 

B. 146 That my affectiott- for itty Sire* iargreater • 
M- 58 Than whlafc f feel for ^11 mAnkiBd beside;? ' 
Ts^or be thoutangi'y^yffojr tbatSire begot me^- 
And witb Pat^rAttl honkRars nuan is grae'^d^ 
Nor dotbr be ever bear his Motbdr's< name: . 

B. 155 Altho' the treasures of my house are lost, 

M; ' 61*^' Illustrious birth >nd courage still ri^maiti. 

• •-' .■'■'.»..■" .. 1. 

Perceiv'st thou not that men of high descent 
.: Thro' poverly/tb^if an tient splendor i68e>. v ''' 
. . • And theyj Wfr6' ^rst wefe nothing; but are now' 
Grown rich, obtain distinction on account 
B. 157 Of their possessions, and by nuptial unibhst' 
M. F^ibo Their children ^iggrandise^ on Wealthy TJllainsf 
Citata, 5 ^jj ^^^ more ready' to confer a bbdh* 

Than oiv the vhtubtr^ li^ri'who is d^pre^s^d' 
By indigence: ftirwh6s6e'fthatB nought, •. 
1$ worthless, btrt each Wessirfg follows g6W. ' 

But he who speaks of; Sorrow., a* a piesl 
Too great for man to combat^ and exhoits 
To twine the fatal noose, or throw himself 
Down headJbng froW t bet precipice, is vpid 
Of wisdom : yet is he allowed to pr^y 
That he may ever -scape that fell disease; 

To man, his griefs a source of sickness' J)rove, 

The slow Physician, who to the disease 
Gives time t' exhale its vertotti, Works adiie 
More perfect than by making deep iboisiontt 



' > 



r- 



B. 


165 


M. 


65 


i ■ : 


1 


B. 


169 


M. 


66 


B. 


170 


¥, 


67- 



B. 170^ 



'# 



PRAOMENTSr 4H 

He who is prosperous^ never ought to tbink 

With him benignant Fortune will remain 

Invariably; for that capricious Goddess, 

If we must call her Goddess, loathes to dif ell 

Perpetually beneath one roof; The wealth 

Of mortals is but mortal: e'en the proud. 

And they who from the pn^ent laoment form 

Their judgement of heree^ft^ri. to their cost \ ; 

Are taught by F6rtuh'<e's self thi? mournful. truth. 

Unstable is thie hap^itiies/s 6f mail; • ' . I 

The just and wise, tho' their distress be great, 
Ought never to be angry with the Gods. 

Thou follow'st Hop^s, lily Son, which oit ligk't #ings 
Are borne away : now Fortune doth forsake thee. 
For various are the shapes which she assumes* 

A. Talk not lo fii^ of idfe hbpe- but IfeaVe 
My tears to Btream. with freedom. , 

, , . . B. Many things 
May happen, whjeh thou. could 'st not ha^e expected. 

We aged men? ar« (qualified indeed 

To watch o'er oife^rs; in. rctiitrn: we. borrow . 

Protection frooa the tig!orous arm of youth. 

When heretoforie I th¥o* thfe 'Streets beheld 

A blind man crawl, supjiorted 6y his guide 

And wailing such hard fortune; 'with the tiarti6 

Of dastard him I brandM, vrho forbore 

To end his woes by voluntary Death :^ 

But now against the. xlwctrine which I taught 

Myself offend, wretch that I am!--^0 mortals, 

To this frail Being how are ye attach'd ^* 

Who wish to see to-morrow ; tho' ye groan 

Under a load of numberless afflictions ! 

So strongly is the love of Life implanted 

lu human breaslJi.f; fteeaufie, what ^tis to Uyc,: 
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We know : but baving tie'er experienced Death, 
All fear to leave the Sun's resplendent beams. 

I am not quite a Phrygifin ; if I see 
That better 'tis to end than to prolong 
My life, that nobler option will I makcj, 

b/ 203 "^^^ harsli the disposition of Ibis man, 
M, 85 Devoid of hospitality to strangers, 

And mitidless of the duties of a friend ! 

Few for the dead retain unshaken friendship, 
Altho' their kindred ; for the lust of gain 
' *^* ' Prevails o*er piety, and ija' the eyes 

Of man, the dearest objects lose all favour, 
When tbro^ tlv^e gates the breathless corse is borne. 

When scenes lifce these our wondering eyes behold, 
B. 209 How can we still assert that any Grods 

^ Exist, how yield pbediepce to their laws ? 

There is, there is a Jove, (tho^ some deride ■ 
This solemn truth,) and the immortal Gods 
Look down on every action of mankind. 

Woe to the man who views these things, nor m^rks 

That there is any God, nor casts away 

With just disdain the complicated frauds 

Of those Astrologers, with ^ongues accurst 

Impertinently babbling of what's wrapt 

In deep obsjcurity, tho* to their lot 

No portion of celestial science fall. 

What temple by the skilful builder rear'd, 
Can in the circuit of its wfdls contain 
The penion of a God i 

A. Answer me what idea shall we form 
Of God ? ' 

B. As seeing all, himself unseen* 

The soul^is a God in every breast in^planted. 
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Oft hath my heart been torn with anxious care. 
Doubting if Fortune or some Power Divine 
Rule the affairs of men, and from their home 
(The bounds of probability and justice 
Infringing) drive forth some expos'd to want. 
While others are as wondrously successful. 

To thee, O Universal King, 
This wine and salted cates I bring. 
Whether by Jove's or Pluto's name 
Our homage thou delight to claim ;. 
This offering from my (56) scanty store, 
(With joy I would, but can no more) 
The mingled fruits of various kind 
Which I present with liberal mind. 
Accept : for midst the heavenly band 
Jove's aweful sceptre fills thy hand. 
And thou with Pluto dost partake 
His empire o'er the Stygian lake ; 
To man's benighted soul reveal 
Thy beams, and teach us, ere we feel, 
From what curst source our woes distill. 
Where grows the bitter root of ill. 
What Power Divine we must invoke 
To ease us from the galling yoke. 

For whensoe'er benignant Jove inclines 
To snatch a map from ruin, various means 
Such purpose to effect, the God bestows. 

With zeal on many forid pursuits we enter. 
By our blind hopes engag'd in fruitless toils. 



(56) The expression in the text ^ oMropov ^v<riea, which I render rara 
yictima, finding an anfhority for this acceptation of the term anKm ^'j(4m, 
cited by Henry Stephens, in his Thesaurus Linguae Oraecac, Vol. III. 
p. 167 f from the second book of Plato's Republic. Mr. Heath however, 
to whom this phrase probably did not occur, chooses to read oirv^, 
sacrificium i^i^nis expers ; and is followed by Dr. Musgrave, though witl^- 
out any apparent authority for alt«ring the text as taken by Bamef 
from Qemens AlexaadliQui; -..-jivul 
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4ti FRAGMENTS. 

The darin^^ sailors in an evil hour 

As o'er th' immeasurabFe deep they pass. 

Feed on the slender nourishment of Hope. 

While thou enjoj'st the luxuries of wealthy 
O woman, canst thou Ipvel to the sphere . 
Humanity demands, thy towering soul ? 

The favourable sentence ihey pb^iq'<l. 
Induces them to utler tl^ese vain t)Qa8ts« 

We think the prosperous man is also wise. 

To th' industry of slaves fgr onr support 
Are we the fr.ee-born citizens ind^bt^d. 

Him 1 abhor who makes a vain profession 
Of wisdom, while unwise in his own conduct. 

To man in wisdom, as in virtiife. Love 
Affords the best instruction, sweetest Gpd 
That e'er held canversie wiib Jthe human race. 
His votaries he to Hope conducts^ affording 
B. 256 Delight qt^uiingled: ne'^r may 1 associate 
M. 165 With those who in the toils which Love deotands 
Are not initinted, he my abode 
From those of savage manners far estraog'id : 
The young I counsel not from Love to fly. 
But use him, when he visits them, aiight. 

B. 267 Physician to the maladies of others, 

M. 211 Himself with loathsome ulcers coyer'd o*cr. 

B^ 268 'pj^g ij^gj. Qf Seers is Tie who sfuesses risrht. 

M. 128 ^ "=" 
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Fame holds the virtuous forth to public view, 
Tho' plung'd in deepest caYern3 of the earth. 



B. 270 Unbridled fury marks the sons of sis^yes* 

M* 130 

My ^oul abhors the pitizep, who slow 
B. 271 jjj yielding succour to his native land. 
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Is prompt to injure it, and his own interests ■ ' 

Advances, tho' he never serves the state. 

The Gods to men's posterity impute . .= ' B. "^274 

Each sJq committed by their impioqs Sir^es. . M. iss 

None of thy wholesome counsels have escap'd me, ^- ^^ 

But nature'^ force subdues my better reason. ' ^'^^l 

It is not meet to join the aged Dame 

With a gay youthful Mate, for he desires . B. 28« 

Some lovelier Nypph to grace the genial bed, ^' i^7 

While his forsaken Wife devises mischief. 

But he who late possess'd that vigorous frame, 

Like a refulerent star which falls fi'Om heaven „ 

Hath been extinguish^ ; to the skies ascends M, ^^7 

His kindred spirit, but a breathless corse 

His body lies, that image of the Gods. 

Tho' ye po^ess.bigh rank, ;and by your.wcakh 
Expect to crush the virtuous, scorn awaits you. 

A race of men inur'd to constant toil,. 
And poising with unwearied arm the spear. 

For Eloquence, were men oblig'd to pay 
A mighty price, none on such terms would wish 
That talent to possess : but ndw from Heaven, 
As a free gift, since 'tis receiv'd, all love 
Promiscuously to uttertruth and falshood, 
Because no mulct attends the lying tongue". ' ' 

Thus Nature will'd, who cares not foi* the laws. . ^' 
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M. 171 

The beauty of a Woman ne'et secur'd 

Th' affections of her Husband ; but to many 

Hath virtue prov'd of use ; for every Dame • 

Endued with such perfection, to her Lord ••". - 

United by the strictest bonds, knows how , ^.i B.aiB,29fi 

To lead a life of chastity : the first 1^ ^ . - ^^-151,152 

Of duties it exacts from her, is this: 
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How e'er deform'd her Mate, he must appear 
To the wise partner of his nuptial bed 
Perfectly beautiful, because the soul. 
And not the eye, is qualified to judge 
Of beauty : what he sny», she should think right, 
■ TPho' it be wrong, and in her conversation 
Adopt such language as will please her Lord : 
Most pleasing is it when the Wife condoles 
With him in his afflictions, and her part 
Of grief as w^ll as pleasure bears : with theel 
Thus in thy adverse fate am I resolv'd 
To sympathise ; for nought which I for thee 
Endure, shall I deem bitter ; with our friends 
Should we be wretched, and with them be blest. 
What else deserves the sacred name of friendship i 

For me sufficient is the frugal board 

With scanty fare supplied ; I covet not 

Th' unseasonable delights which grandeur yields. 

To Summer and to Winter are assign'd 

Four lunar revolutions each, two only 

To friendly Autumn, and to Spring the same; 

O miserable life of mortal man. 
At every moment how art thou exposed 
To danger, now encreasing, and again 
B. 308 Dwindling to nothing! there's no goal assign'd. 
At which when they arrive, the human race 
Have privilege to rest in their career. 
Till, at Jove's mandate. Death with chilling hand 
Arrive, and put a period to our life. 
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But whosoe'er would practise with success 
The healing art, both on the food of those 
Who in the city dwell, and on the soil. 
His observations founding, should explore 
The 4i|rce from whence their maladies arise* 
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At the luxurious tables of the ricb^ B. 3f$ 

Not with the hungry poor^ is Venus found. •*• ^^ 

Me^ want^ and an accursed appetite i^ 32/ 

Whence are derived all evils, hath subdued. !!• i5d 

Thee too, O Mother Earth, whom, pois'd in aif, b* 899 

By Vesta's hallowed name each Sage invokes. te. 178 

Better for man had he been never born. ?! ^^ 

The throes of pregnancy I next endure^ 

And if I bring forth children who are fools, 

In vain lament my fate, oft as these eyes • 

Behold the worthless flourish, while the good ^ ^^ 

From these fond arms in infancy are torn ; u^ ^^g 

Or if they live, thro* anxious thoughts, I waste. 

Which prey upon my miserable heart. 

What benefit is this ? are not the cares 

Sufficient which attend a single life i 

The sentiments I now maintain, and long 

Have held, are these ; men should beget no children, * * ^^ 

Aware of the afflictions they inherit* 

Since thou wert bom a man, thou from the air. 
Whence all receive their nourishment, and draw 
Their vital breath, those evils that attend 
On life, hast caught ; frail mortal as thou art. 
Endure what to mortality belongs. 

Who that despises death can be a slave ? 

But he who to necessity submits. 

Among mankind with justice is term'd wise. 

And one who knows the mvstic will of Heaven. 

A different med'cine suits a different ail ; 

Each friend, with soothing words, consoles the man 

Who is afflicted, but reproves the fool. 

Thou, an artificer, hast interfered 

In matters that are foreign to thy trade. 

VOL. Ill, B 1^ 



B. 


544 


U. 


150 


B. 


848 


M. 


116 


B. 


349 


H. 


120 


B. 


351 


M. 


118 


B. 


» 

554 


M. 


141 



B. 


355 


M. 


97 


B. 


Sj9 


M. 


129 



B. 


36t 


M. 


10^ 


B. 


36S 


tf. 


103 



365 



418 FRAGMENTS. 

Such intricate discussions, O my soiil^ 
Attempt not : wherefore lix thy views on things 
Beyond the common pitch ; among thy equals 
Unless thou mean t' assume undue importance? 

To great events alone doth Jove attend. 
But leaves each little incident to Fortune. 

B.' 361 Ah, would to Heaven the miserable race 
M. 140 Of mortals had been dumb ! 

Endure, what thcu didst erst inflict with joy. 

When yon have caught a foe, the laws permit 
Inflicting a severe revenge, and this 
I hold to be the duty of a man. 

A. What cause hast thou, who art a dying man^ 
For worshiping the Gods ? 

B. To worship them 
Is best, and hence doth no fatigue ensue. 

The Gods, whom nature hath made far superior 
To frail mankind, beneath a thousand forms 
By well-conducted stratagems deceive us, 

O Royalty, thou idol of Barbarians ! 

Silence is oft the wise man's best reply. 

Be golden pinions fitted to my back. 

And to my feet such wings as erst adorn'd 

Those of the Sirens : to the wide expanse 

Of ether I with bold ascent would steer 

My rapid course, and with dread Jove associate. 

The praises of the Air, and teeming Earth 
That universal Mother, do I sing. 

Safety is best of all with conquest join'd : 
But if the Fates ordain that we must die, 
Tis glorious thus to die, and cast ofl:' life 
In the pursuit of everlasting fame. 
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A sinful man is he; for sinful j<r^s B, sss 

Are the sole object which attract his lote# ^' ^^ 

For beauty thus transcendent, to its ownei? B- 384. 

In my opinion is a dangerous gift, ^* ^^d 

That common end of life, which from his birth B. 38$ 

Was by the Fates ordain'd, in death he finds. M- 168 

For gold rules mortals with despotic power. B. 387 

J Blest is the man, well skill'd t' explore 
The secrets of historic lore. 
Averse to work his country's bane. 
Nor hurried on to deeds profane, 

Who views with contemplation's eye g j^ 

Nature's charms which never die, M. isf 

^ Knows who compos'd this wondrous fran^ 

And from what origin it came; 
Never can any scheme that's bas^ 
In souls thus viriufous find a place* 

He who is truly Fortuae's favourite, sup& 
From home, and at another's plenteous board. 

Form humble views, or act with gteater might* 

When thee some fresh calamities befall. 
Thou for the aid of such a friend wilt pray. 

When fail the ties of friendship, those of blood 
Alone can save us in severe distress^. 
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To me O speak not in that florid style. 

But give such counsel as may serve the state. 

The happiest men are they who grieve the least. B. 407 

What we call Life is but a round of toil. 3^ 40^ 

Shall I presume to say no Gods exist, 

Because the prosperous fortunes of the wicked b, 41s 

Strike with a dire astonishment my Soul ? 

s £2 
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For not in dyings but in dying basely 

Is there aught terrible. 

* 
O'er an immeasurable space of land 

By him was the huge contineut stretcht forth. 

Sustaining on his shoulders the huge boar^ . 
Or laden with a party-colour'd lynx. 
Ferocious beast^ he came. 

(57) Thou Thracian woman, for we cannot pay 
Attention to the voice of slaves, depart. 



A table with no social converse grac'd, 
B. 430 jg jjy|. ^jjg gjg^jj where hungry beasts are fed. 

The Air, on which, as on a gorgeous car, 
From Heaven, are the immortal Gods convey'd. 

There's no possession of more worth than Virtue,. 
Which makes not men ignoble slaves to wealth, 
Jtf. 4 To fears for their own safety, or th' applause 
Of a vile rabble ; but the more 'tis us'd. 
The more is Virtue to perfection brought. 

He who by Anger is inflam'd, can form 
No prudent counsels : but by frantic rage 
And waht of understanding, those two pests 
To those they visit, many are destroyed. 

Whenever thou seest any man rais'd high. 
Exulting in his wealth, and noble birth. 
Whose superciliousness exceeds his fortune. 
Think not that Nemesis will long delay 
To punish him ; for he is lifted up 
Only to make his fall the more conspicuous. 

(57) The four intermediate lines in Barnes's edition, quoted by Clemens 
Alexandrinus \?itliout citing any author, and ascribed to Sophocles by 
Stobseus, Heatii, and Valkenaer, are omitted by Dr. Musgnive ; they 
consist of an admonition against excess in wine and intemperance ef 
ipeeob. 
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The man that's so shqrt-sighted that he viewi 
And looks for nought except the thing he Uke$j 
Is too unwise to be a judge of truth. 

A city thus diseas'd, hath wondrous skilly 
New and unheard-of mischiefs to devise. 
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M. 40 



There's no equality amiong mankind. 

Fortune should wander stript of all her might, 

And qualities the most conspicuous gain 

Their due preeminence : whoe'er is fam'd M, 99 

For strength unrivall'd, or with surest aim. 

Can twang the bow, or launch the spear in battle^ 

O'er his inferiors ought to be a King. 

Since I have err'd myself, I n.e*er would counsel 
Another to his children to yield up 
The reins of power till darkness close his eyes : 
Else must he live dependent on their favour. 

Regardless of the law, would I drag forth 

To a just punishment the impious man 

Who at the altar takes his seat, nor fears M^ 4> 

The Gods' resentment ; for the penal doom 

His crimes deserve, each yillaio ought to suffer. 

From Kingly Power doth foul injustice spring. m, 49 

The humble Peasants lead a happy life. 

For by fresh hopes their griefs are ever sooth'd. 

A virtuous Consort stops her Husband, bent 
On utter ruin, and preserves a hbus^e. 

Women I hate, but hate thee most of all. 

Who having acted basely, well can speak. * ^* 

We toil in vain, when a strict guard we keep 

Over the female sex ; why should we watch 

With jealous eyes the conduct of the Dame M. S5 

Who is not virtuous of her own accord. 

And tempt her yet more grossly to deceive us J 
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B. 66 Blest is the Woman whom her Husband loves. 



H. 59 



Important truths are couch 'd in many sayings 
From antient days transmitted : for the words 
Which wisdom dictates are a sovereign bahn 
To heal each fear that haunts the soul oF man. 



Your Son, I know, was modest ; he convers'd 
With virtuous njen, and led an holy lit^'e : 
if. 62 How then from such perfections could he sinl^ 
Into most horrid crimes? That such a change 
Is possible^ shall no man e'er persuade me. 

M. f9 There's nothing which we value more than life. 

-, ^ The mortal, who hath pass'd thro' life's career 
Exempt from sorrow, never could be found. 

By impudence did no man e'er obtain 
H. 68 That honest fame, which labour, generous deedsj 
And gentleness of manners, oft acquire. 

Thou for thy words in courteous words hast found 
H. 9S An adequate return ; but for his deeds 
He by like deeds with justice is repaid. 

After all this, let him the utmost craft 
Exert that he is master of, and practise 
M. 96 Each stratagem against me : for the champions 
Prepar'd t' assert my cause are Just and Right, 
And I in no base action shall be caught. 

M. 100 -^^^ Jove, dread Sire, who wish'd to ruin Troy 

And punish Greece, these mischiefs hath devis'd. 

In my opipion whosoe'er sustains 
M. m With firmness all that Fortune can infiict, 
Is both a virtuous man and truly wise. 

M ifs '^^y breast, O Venus, warm with temperate fires. 
But let thy torch still unextinguish'd burn. 

M. H4 Fair is the eve of beauty's closing day. 
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Pull many peiish'd, by the roaring blast 
Of thunder smitten, slain without a wound. 

By many names distinguish'd, not by that 

Of Venus only, she is Orcus too, M, 145 

Immortal Strength and Bacchanalian Frenzy, 

When he had eagerly devour'd the flesh 

Of the slain ox, he eat green figs, in notes ^ ^ 

So unharmonious bawling, as would shock 

The most illiterate Barbarian's ear. 



M. 16S 



M. 173 



M. 180 



M. 185 



The canopy of the immortal Gods 

Is that bright Ether which surrounds the Earth 

Whene'er the rich man speaks, 'tis in a strain 
More sweet than that of the Pierian Maids. 

O spare his life : for, by the laws, to slay 
A suppliant, is forbidden. 

Would ye then slay me for the words I spoke ? M. 181 

TTis most astonishing how the same thing ^ 

Pleases some men, but is to others hateful. 

To her am I indebted for my safety. 

She is my Mother, Sister, Servant, Nurse, 

My anchor and my tutelary roof. 

Evil society corrupts good morals. 

Remote from any houses there I dwelt. 

Twere base to speak, and grievous to be silent. 

He struggled in the snare, but could not 'scape. 

Without a wave the dimpled ocean smiles. 

In me the greatest frenzy would it prove. 
If I the children of a stranger nurtur'd. 

Midst their domestics, women find respect. 

Ruhng the city, but unlike a friend. 

Still are these Heralds a loquacious brood. 
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A. 

AbSYRTES, son of ^Setes^ king of Colchos, jnardfired by fau tuUr 
Medea, i, 256, 308. 

AatnuUf son of Theseus, and king of Athens, jointly with his brotii^ 
Demophoon, i, 7'; ii, 79, 458. 

AcastuSy son of Pelias, a Thessalian king, i, 426* Expels Peleus firom 
his dominions, ii, 338. 

Accusation of Polymestor by Hecuba, i, 5X Of Helen by Hecuba, ii, 331* 

AduBuSy second son of Xutlius and Creusa, iii, 174. 

Ackaifiy a province in the Peloponesus, named from Achaeus^ ib. bnl; 
son^etimes used to signify Greece in general* 

Achelous, a river dividing ^tolia from Acamania, li, 374. The moft 
antient of rivers, ib* 

Acheron, a river in the infernal regions, i, 224, 408, 410; iii, Sll. 

Achillea, son of Peleus and Thetis, his birth and exploits foretold, ii, 1^. 
Educated by Chiron, ib, 104* Disguised in female apparel at the palace 
of Lycomedes, iii, 390. Swift of foot, ii,77. Said to have been a suitor 
of Helen, iii, 8. Ck>mes a volunteer to the siege of Troy, ii, 70, 111. 
Offers his protection to Iphigenia, ii,ll9. Attends the sacrifice of 
that princess, ii, 153. Drags tiie body of Hector round the walls of 
Troy, i, 456. Slain by Paris, ib. 17. His ghost appears and demands 
a virgin to be sacrificed at his tomb, ib. 7 • 

AaimUy king of Argos, iii, 313. The oracle given to him by Apollo, ib. 
Impristms his daughter Danae on discovering her pregnancy, ib. 315. 
Exposes her and her infant son Perseus on the sea in a wooden chesty 
ib. 349. 

AdiBon, son of AristSBUS and Autonoe one of Cadmus*s daughters, ii, 401. 
Devoured by his own hounds, ib. 361. 

AdmetuSfkmg of Phenea in Thessaly, saved by his wife Alcestis volun- 
tarily dymg in his stead, i, 390. Keproaches Pheres his father, ib. 421. 
Entertams Hercules, who restores Alcestis to him, ib. 437. 

Ad^miSy beloved by Venus, slain in hunting, i, 384. 

Adoption of other menff children censured, in, 371. 
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Adrasten. Set Nemesis. 

AdrastuSf son of Talaus, and king of Argos, gives his two daughters in 

marriage to Tydeus and Polynices, i, 177; ii, 9* Leads his troops 

against Thebes, i, 178. Is defeated, ib. 218. Flies to Eleusine, and 

implores the assistance of Theseus, ii. 7. His encomium on his slain 

friends, ib. 45, 46, 47. 
Adrastus, son of Polynices, ii, 80. 
Adriatic sea, or gulph of V.enice, i, 35^. 

Advice of a father to his son, iii, 351. To his daughter, ib. 382. 
Adultery became frequent from the examples of those of hijjh rank, 

i, 336. Instances of it among the Gods, ib. 338. Ck)ns.idered as 

mere criminal in a woman tlian in a man, iii, ^96. 
JEacus, son of Jupiter and ^gina, i, 506. His amour with Psaraathe, 

one of the Nereids, iii, 3. 
Aedon, daugliter of Paiidareus, and wife of Zethus, changed into a 

nightingale, ii, 267. 
JEgean sea, dividing Greece from Asia, ii, 356* 

Mgeus, son of Pandion kmg of Athens, swears to protect Medea, 
• i, 284. 
.^UilcuSy son of Adrastus king of Argos, ordained to lead the Epigoni, 

ii,63. 
Mgina, daughter of .^sopus king of Bceotia, ii, 103. 
JEgis, Minei-va's shield, formed of the Gorgon's hide, in, 142. 
Mgis, a son of Ion, so named from Minerva's shield, iii, 174. 
JEgisthus, son of Thyestes^ assists Clytemnestra in the murder of Aga- 
memnon, and usurps the throne of Arges, iii, 245. Is slain by Ores* 

tes, ib. 287. Castor and Pollux order his body to be interred, ib. 307. 
JEgypty vtratered by the Nile, iii, 3. The real Helen placed there during 

the siege of Troy, ib. 5, 86. 
JEgyptns, son of Belus, sails to Argos with his fifty sons, iii, 337. 

His sons murdered by their wives, the daughters of his brother Da- 

naus, i, 40 : iii, 221. Accuses Danaus before the assembled citizens 

of Argos, i, 103. 
JElinoriy or lamentation for the death of linus, i, 128 -, iii, 193. 
JEneaSy son of Anchises and Venus, advises Hector to send a spy into tiie 

Grecian camp, ii, 247. 
JEnia, a city of PerrbaBbia in Thessaly, ii, 80. 
Mnigma of the Sphynx solved by Oedipus, i, 161* 
JEolpSf a descendant from Jupiter, iii, 104. Son of Hellen, ib. 321 . 
JErope, daughter to Creteus son of Minos, Wife of Atreus, and Mother 

to Agamemnomand Menelaus, i, 61. Seduced b^ Thyestes, i, 109; 

iii, 282. 
A£sculapiu8y son of Apollo, able by his skill in medicine to restore the 

dead to life, i, 395. Slain by the thunderbolts of Jupiter, ib. 389. 
JEthra, daughter of Pittheus, and Wife to jEgeus kihfe of Athens, ii, 3. 

Persuades her son Theseus h comply with the request of Adrastus and 

the Suppliant Argive matrons, ib. 18. 
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JEhw, a mountiiiii in .SicQy, opposite the coast of Phoenicia, ii, S99. Oc- 
cupied by the Cyclops, ib. 413. Sacred to Vulcan, ib. 443. Thrown 
by Minenra upon the Giant Enceladus, iii, 217. 

JEtolianSy situated at the extremity of Europe, and considered as |ialf 
Barbarians, i, 165. Expert in throwing the spear, ib. Drive tb« 
Theban troops from the ramparts, i, 217. 

4/rica, antientiy callad Libya, from Libya the daughter of j^paphnt^ 
i,l91. 

Agamemnon, son of Atrcns and ^ope, king of Argos, i, (>1, Marries 
Clytemnestra, daughter of Tyndanis, by whom he has three daiighteiB 
and a son, 1, 62. Chosen general of the Greciim troops, who are de- 
tained by a calm in the bay of Aulis, ii, 71. Consents to the sacrifice 
of his daughter Iphigenia, ii, 95. Veils hb face on seeing Iphigeoia 
borne to the altar, ii, 15!;^. Attempts to save Polyxcna, i, 7. Con- 
nives at Hecuba's revenging herself on Polymestor, i, 40. Returns 
victorious from Troy, and is muixiered by his Wife Clytemnestra and 
her paramour J^gistbus, iiiy^45. 

AgaiD€y daughter of Cadmus and wife of Echion, ii, 356. Teai:s in. pieces 
hsj own 600 Pentheus, mistaking him for a wild beast^ ii, 396. Bears 
his head to Cadmus as a trophy, ii, 403. 

Agenor^ king of Plicenicia, ^Either of Cadmus, who founded Thebes 
i, 169. His other sons, iii, 403. 

AgUmros, daughter of Cecrops and Agraulos, iii, 9^2, 116. 

AgrculoSy wife to Cecrops king of Athens, ib* 

Agyum, a nanoe given to Apollo from his statues being erected in, tba 
public sti'eets, iii, 97. 

Ajax^ son of Telamon, commands the division of the Grecian ^et sent 
from the isle of J^alamis, wliich was subject to his father, ii, 81. Puts 
an end to his own life on Ulysses' obtaining the arms of Achilles, 
iii, 8. 

AJQX^ son of Oileus, called the less, ii, 79, 250. Cassandra ravished by 
him, though slie fled for shelter to the temple of Minerva, ib. 294. 
On which Neptune promises to wreck the Grecian ships on the rocks 
of Caphareus, ib. 295. 

AvTf a changeful element, iii, 316. Father of Gods and men, ib« 40^ 

Aleceus, sou of Perseus, fother of Amphitryon, iii, 179. 

Alcathous, son of Pelops, ii, 466. 

Akestis, dai^hter of Pelias, and wife to Admetps kingof Pherea in 
Thessaly, dies to ^vc her husband, i, 400^ 408. Restored to life by 
Hercules, ib. 437. 

Alcides, so called from Alcseus, his grandfather. See Hercules, 

AhtppCf daughter of Mars and Aglauros, ravished by Halirotliius, iii, 306. 

Aloma^on, son of Amphiareus and Eriphile, iii, 324. His altercation with 
Adrastus, his mother's brother, ib. 3sJ6. 

Alcmena, wife of Amphitryon and mother of Hercules, iii, SM. Orderv 
furystlieus to be put to death^ ii, 502* 
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Alcyone f daughter of Neptane and Alcyone, one of the Pleiades, tram- 
formed into a king-fisher, (See Halcyon) ii, 214* 

Alehu, father of Auge, who had an amour with Hercules, iii, 392. 

Alexander, a name of Paris, ii, 330. 

AltetUy held in contempt at Athens, iii, 125, 128. 

AlopBf daughter of Orcyon, an Arcadian robber, who after having ad- 
mitted the embraces of Neptune, and being delivered of Hippothoon, 
the fruit of that amour, was, according to Pausanias, murdered by her 
lather, iii, 327. 

Alpheus, a ijver separating Elis firomNestor^s city of Pylos, m Messeitia, 
ii, 80. 

AUar of Apollo at Athens, erected by the younger Pisistratus, ii, 62. 
Of Diana in Tauris, on which human victims were sacrificed, ib. 146. 
Of Hercaean Jupiter, erected by Priam, who is murdered before it by 
Keoptolemus, i, 4; ii, 1^92, 3X0. Of Jupiter, erected by Hercules in 
Thebes, after conquering the Minyans, iii, 181, Ought not to shelter 
criminals, ib. 421* 

AWuea, daughter of Thestius^ and wife to Oeneus king of Calydon, 
iii, 373. Beloved by Bacchus, whose fiDllowers,^ the Satyrs, danced 
before her gate, ii, 414. ' 

Amazmsy subdued by Hercules, iii, 150, 195. 

f^mbiiion, a malignant Goddess, i, 183. 

Ananon, or Jupiter Hanunon's temple, i, 395 ; iii, 282. 

Amphanea, a Doric city, iii, 194. 

Anqjihiarem the sootlvsayer, son of Oicleus, one of the seven C3iiefs who 
attended Adnistus to the siege of Thebes, i, 166. Bears a shield 
without any ornaments, i, 214. The earth opens and swallows him up 
as he is flying from the s^ege of Thebes, ii, 26. Adrastus's encomiums 
on him, ib* 48. 

AmpMmj son of Jupiter and Antiope, iii, 333. The walls of Thebes 
erected by the sound of his lyre, i, 200. He and his Brother Zethut 
become kin^ of Thebes, iii, 180. His tomb near Thebes, ii, 35. 

AmphUritey daughter of Nereus, and wife of Neptiqie, ii, 176. 

Amphitryon^ son of Alcaeus, and father of Hercules, exults in having had 
Jupiter for the partner of his nuptial bed, iii, 179, 192. Banished 
from Argos for havhag accidentally killed Electryon, the father of his 
wife Alcmena, ib. 179. In his youth conquered the Taphians, ib. 181* 
Is promised by Hercules that his body shall, after his decease, be re- 
moved for interment from Thebes to Athens, ib. 241* 

AmycUiy a Spartan city, ii, 331. 

Amynwne, daughter of Danaus,'beloved by Neptune, i, 167« 

AnachronismSy of Euripides, i, 201, 364, 410; ii, 62, 428 ; iii, 98, 150. 

AnapJiCy one of the islands called Sporades, in tlie Cretan sea, i, 269. 

Anauros, from *' a privativo" and av^, << air," a Tliessalian river, wllbse 
source is on mount Pelion, iii, 194. 

Anaxibia, daughter of Atreus, and wife of Strophius king of Phocis^ii, 202. 



4ndroiiMu^, daog^ter to Aetion' kin^ of Thebes ia Cilida, and wife of 
Hector, i, 451* After her husband's death becomes the prisoner and 
concubme of Neoptolemus, ib. 452. Laments the £ite of her son 
Astyanax, sentenced to be thrown from the battlements of Troy^ u^ 
321, 322. She and Molossus, her son by Neoptolemus, are saved by 
Pelens from Menelaus and Hermioney i, 484. 

Andromeda^ daughter to Cepheus king of Ethiopia, saved by Peraent 
from a sea-monster, to whom she had been exposed, iii^ 32. 

AntenoTy a Trojan senator, iii, 405. 

Antigmtey dan^ter of Oedipus and Jocasta, i, 231 ; iii, 331. 

AniilochuSf son of Nestor, slain by Memnon, iii, 49. 

Antiopcy wife of the elder Lyeus king of Thebes, iii, 333. 

AphrodUey a name of Venus, from a/^^pcnm, folly, ii, 332. 

ApitJUmuSy a Thessalian river, i, 20 ; ii, 105« 

ApoUo, son of Jupiter and Latona, his name derived from onai^Xw, or 
rather flntoxxuw, '< to destroy,'* iii, 397. Bom in the isle of Delos, ii, 
223. Kills the Python, ib. 224. Establishes his oracle at Delphi^ 
ib. Has a son by Creusa, who is educated at Delphi, and called 
Ion, iii, 94. Reduced to servitude in the house of Admetus, i, 389. 
Built the vraUs of Troy, ii, 325. Saves Orestes, whom he had com- 
manded to slay his mother Clytemnestra, i, 141 , ii, 206. 

Aficiogy of Clytemnestra, for having murdered her husband Agamemnon^ 
iiiy 295. Of Eteocles, for excluding his brother from his share of the 
Theban throne, i, 180. Of Helen, for deserting her husband Mene- 
laus, ii, 329. Of Polymestor, for havhag muidered Polydore, i, 50. 

Appley golden, given by Paris to Venus, the cause of the destruction of 
Troy, i, 28, 465. Taken by Hercules from the garden of the He»- 
perides, iii, 195. 

Arabia FeUxy traversed by Bacchus in his Asiatic expedition, ii, 349* 

ArcadHoy the inland region of the Peloponesus, iii, 391. 

ArcheUnUy kingof Macedon, the patron of Euripides. Preface. 

ArclukmSy son of Temenus, a descendant of Hercules, iii, 337* 

ArecpaguSf the supreme court of jndicature at Athens, from Agty, 
'' Mars," and Hoyo^, ^ a hill," that God having been first tried there 
forthemnrderofHalopthius, ii, 205 j iii, 306* 

ArethusUy a celebrated fountain in Eubcea, ii, 75. 

Argades, the third son of Ion, iii, 174. 

Argwea march against Thebes in support of Polynices' claim to the 
throne, i, 178. Are defeated with great slaughter, i, 218. 

ArgOy tti^ ship which conveyed Jason and his friends, thence called 
Argonauts, to Colchos in quest of the golden fleece, built with pines 
hewn from mount Pelion, i, 249. 

Argos, a city in the Peloponesus, founded by Inachus, iii, 338* The 
iliips it furnished for the siege of Troy, commanded by Euryalus and 
Sthenelus, ii, 79. Sometimes used to signify all confederate Greece, 
ib. 93. Perpetually confoanded by l^firipides^ with the o^ij^bonring 
•ity of Mycene, i, 151. 
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ArpiSf the keeper of lo, with his hnndred eyes, pictured on the shidd ot 
Hippomedon, i, 164, 215. 

Ariadne, daughter of Minos^ betrayed by Thesensy and afterwards mar- 
ried to Bacchus, i, 332. 

drigtakSy son of Apollo, and husband of Autonoe, one of Cadmus' daugh- 
ters, ii, 401. 

^frmorto; bearings of the seven Chiefs, who marched against Thabe% 
i, 164, 215. 

Arms borrowed by lolaus fiom the Temple, it, 486. 

ArtenUt. See Diana* 

Jsia, remarkable for its great riches, ill, ^06, 

Asfiu, a river between Athens and Thebes, ii, 29, 379- 

Astrologers represented as impostors, iii, 412. 

Astyanax, son of Hector and Andromache, thrown from the battlementl^ 
of Troy, ii, 337. Ordered to be buried in the shield of his father^ 
ib. 338. 

Asylums ought not to shelter criminals, iii, 159, 421. 

Atakmtay daughter of Jasius king of Arcadia, hated by Venus, iii, 374. 
A companion of Diana, i, 165. Motlier to Partlienopasus, ib. 

At^, daughter of Jupiter, Goddess of vengeance, i, 293. 

Athamas, a Thessalian king, sonof^olus, iii, 321, 358. 

Atheistical language of Bellerophon, iii, 34 3^ Of Sisyphus, ib. 388t 

Athenians sprung from their own soil, iii, 92, 353. In a state of free- 
dom under the government of Theseus, ii, 19. 

jShenSf from ABm, Minerva, a city of note in Greece, iii, 91. Its praises, 
i, 287 ; ii, 1% 462 ; in, .S53. 

jSlas, supports tiie Heavens on his shoulders, iii, 91. Reheved from his 
burden by Hercules, ib. 195. Stationed in Ethiopia on the remotest 
bounds of the world, i, 352, 353, 367. 

Atreus, son of Pelops, father of Agamemnon and Menelans, i, 61. 
Kills the children of Thyestes, and places them before their father 
at a banquet, ib. 

Attendanty points out to Antigone from a toveer the Theban chiefs^ 
i, 165. Informs Andromache of Menelans* and Hermione's designs, 
ib. 453. Gives Clytemnestra an account of the sacrifice of Iphigeniay 
ii, 151. 

Attica, spoken of as consisting of four cities, ii, 456. 

AvaricCy its baleful effects, iii, 316. 

Auge, daughter of Aleius, seduced by Hercules, iii, 340, 392. 

Aulisy a sea-port 'in Boeotia, the Greek fleet wind-bound tiiere, ii,fl, 

159. 
Awrway Goddess of the morning, her love for Cephalns, i, 338. And 

for Tithonus, ii, 326. 
AyiolycnSy a fragment, iii, 341. 
Autonoe, daughter of Cadmus, and wife of Aristaeus, ii^ 356. Assists is 

tlie murder of Pentheus, ib. 397. 
Axius, a Macedonian river, ii, 371. 
Asa^ a district in Arcadia, i, 141^ 
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B. 

Bacchanaliam come from Lydia, and introduce their orgies at Thebes, 

ii, 351. ^ 

Bacchus, son of Jupiter and Semele, comes in disguise to Thebes, 
ii, 349. Sent to prison by Pentlieus, ib. 369. Bursts his bonds, ani 
destroys the palace, ib. 375. Decoys Pentheus to mount Cithaeron^ 
ib. 390. Reassumes his own form, ib. 406. Carried off from Icaria 
by some Etrurian pirates, ib. 415. He and his votaries haunt mount 
Parnassus, ib. 224 j iii, 395. Associates with Cybel^, ib, 380. Kill* 
one of the giants with his Thyrsus, ib. 99. ♦ 

Bafdshmenty the ancient punishment for homicide, i, 85. Attended bj 

the greatest miseries, ib. 174, 278. 
Barbarians neglect paying due honours to the dead, i, 15* Their inces- 
tuous amours, ib. 459* Not a term of reproach, but oniYersallj 
adopted, ii, 261. 
Bards, charged with misrepresenting the Crods, ii, iio ; iii, 237. 
Battles too minutely described, ii, 45. 
Bear, greater, the constellation, represented in the Delphic tapestry, iii^ 

150. 
Bears, the two, guard the northern pole, iii, 381. 
Beauty of itself insufficient to secure the affections of a husband, i, 460 -, 

iii, 415. 
Bellerophan, son of Glancus king of Corinth, mounted on Pegasus, kiUt 
the Chimaera, iii, 98 > His misfortunes and atheistical language, ib. 
345. 
Belt of Hippolyta, the Amazon, won by Hercules and Theseus, ii, 463. 
Btbline wine, from Bibline, a district of Thrace, iii, 153. 
Bird, of evil omen, iii, 203. 

Birds, announce to mankind the will of the Gods, iii, 97. 
Birth, noble, its great value, i, 485. 
Bistonia, See Thrace, 

Blessings, often showered on mankind unexpectedly, iii, 327. 
Boar of Calydon, iii, 374. 

Bodies of slain enemies often treated with indignity, iii, 289. 
Bcehia, a lake in Thessaly, near mount Ossa, i, 419. 
Bceotia, sends fifty ships to the siege of Troy, ii, 79. 
B(ntds of human victims loosed, i, 25 ; ii,' 229. 

Bow, called the weapon of a dastard, iii, 185. Its advantages, ib. 186* 
Boy, supposed to be Melon son of Eteoclns, ii, 58. 
Branches borne by suppUants, i, 77 ; ii, 3, 15. 
Brawronia, a district in Attica, where stood a temple of Diana, ii, 235. 
Bread and water sufficient for man, iii, 319* 
Bridegrooms exempted from going to war, ii, 110. 
Brotmus, See Bacchus, 

Busiris, king of iEgypt, son of Neptvne and LyiigDa«fia, dau|^hter ef 
i^aphus, ai, 34t. • 
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Ctimm, 9tm of AgBior king of Phoenicia, iii, 364. Kills Hie dngo% 
tmd sow* his teeth, i, 190. Foonds Thebes^ and marries Harmonia 
daughter of Man and Venus, i, 159,199* His nuuriage honoured 
with the presfNice of the Gods, ib. i^OO. Resigns the tlirone to Pea- 
theus his grandson, ii, 550. Becomes the yotary of Bacchus, ib. 354t 
He and Harmonia transformed into serpeots, ib. 406 ; iii, 564. 

CklchnSf the Grecian soothsayer, directs Agamemnon to sacrifice Ipfai- 
genia, ii, 71, 159. Various accounts of his death, u, 181. 

Cidisto, dau^ter of Lycaon, transformed into a Bear, iii, <^%^ 

CaUkhore, a spring near Elensine in Attica, ii, !^1 j iiiy . 147* 

Calydony a city of ^toUa, iii, 37i:, 377. 

Canister, primary signification of the word, ii, 159. 

Capatieus, one of the seven Chiefs who marched agaipst Thebes, his 
arrogant boasts, i, 167. His shield described, i, 1^15. As he scales 
the walls, he is destroyed by a thunderbolt, i, 217. Adrastus's en- 
comiums on him, ii, 46. I|is body burnt separately as being sacred, 
ii, 49, 53. 

Caphwreus, a rock on tlie coast of the island of Euboea, ii, 295. 

Cartons, the first nation who fought for hire, ii, 445. 

CamuSy son of Jupiter and Europa, a celebrated prophet, i, 410. 

CarysthuSt a city in the island of Eubcea, on the shore opposite to the 
Athenian territories, ii, 234. 

Cassandra, daughter of Priam and Hecuba, iii, 531. Inspired by 
ApoUo, ib. 323. Foretells tlie destruction of Troy, ii, 108; iv, 323. 
Kavished by Ajax O'lleus, ii, 294. Selected fitun the captives .by 
Agamemnon for his concubine, ib. 301. Foretells Agaipesinon^s and 
her ovm death, ib. 508, 509. 
' Castalia, a fountain near Delphi, at the fi^t of mount Panias^nsy sacred 
to the Muses, ii, 224; iii, 95^ 

Castor, son of Jupiter and Leda, ii, 296. Affianced to Helen bdbre 
he was admitted among Die Gods, iii, 260. He i^ his brother 
Pollux two stars, ib. 11. They appear to Orestes /after the murder 
of his mother, and order him to leave Argos, ib. 505. T^ protect 
the Mariner, ib. 311. 

Care of the Cyclops on mount /EUm, in the iskmd of Sipily, n, 451. 
Of Trophonius at Lebadia m Boeotia, iii, 104. 

CecropS) the founder of Athens^ from whom it was antientiy called 
Cecropia, assumes in part the form of a serpent, iii, 151. 

Centaurs, half men and half horses^ dwelt on mount Pelion in Thessaly, 
ii, 104. Attended the feast of the Gods at the nuptials of Peleus and 
Thetis, ib. 124. Great numbers of them slain by Hercules, iii, 194, 
234. 

Ccphaiene, an iskmd in the Ionian sea, subject to Ulysses, ii, 416* 

CephaluSf beloved by Aurora, and caught up into Heaven^ i, 538* 
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C^hisuSy an Athenian river, i, 287 ; iii, 156. 

Cerberus, the three-headed dog of hell, dragged to the upper world by 
Hercules, iii, 180, 205. 

Ceres^ daughter of Saturn and Ops, goddess of Com, worshipped at Elea-* 
sine, ii, 3. Mankind indebted to her for solid food, ib. 358* The 
oracles at Athens direct a virgin to be sacrificed to her, ib. 472* Wan- 
ders over the world in quest of her daughter Proserpine, iii, 71; 

Ceyx, king of Trachis, unable to protect the children of Hercules, ii, 4Gl. 
His death lamented by his wife Alcyone, changed into a king-fisher, 
ii, 214. 

Chidcisy a city of Eubcea, on the shore of the Euripus, ii, 75 ; iii, 94. 

Chambers appropriated to tlie separate residence of the women, iii, 314« 

Champions at the pubUc games, a race of men totally unserviceable to 
their country, iii, 341, 

Changes of fortune unexpectedly brought to pass by the Gods, i, 3i3. 
448, 508; ii,,409; iii, 88,347. 

Chaos^ the middle space betvdxt Heaven and Earth, iii, 364* 

CharUfdiSf a gulph near the coast of Sicily, ii, 308. 

Charioteer, of Rhesus, charges Heictor with his master's death, ii, 281* 

Chersonesus, of Thrace, separated only ,by a nanrow frith from Troy, 
i, 37. 

Chess, not invented till long after the times of Jason and Palamedes, i^ 
251 ; ii, 76. 

Chest, in which Ion v^ras exposed, lodged as a votive g^ in the temple 
of ApoUo, iii, 163. 

Children the greatest of blessings to their parents^ iii, 317. When vir- 
tuous, ib* 115* Douht^ whether productive of happiness or.niisery^ 
ib. 378. Frequently occasion much anxiety, i, 298. Always reserablQ 
their fathers, iii, 325. Few but what degenerate from the virtues of 
their ancestors^ ii, 469 j iii, 332* Their undutiful behaviour to their 
parents calls down vengeance from Heaven, iii, 325. 

Chimara, a monster slain by Bellerophon, represented in the painting 
in Apollo's temple at Delphi, iii^ 98. Wrought also on th6 cuirasi 
of Achilles, ib. 266. 

Chiron the Centaur, son of Saturn, and the nymph Philira, ii, 104, 
Attends the nuptial-festivity of Peleus and Thetis, and foretells the 
birth and exploits of Achilles, ib. 125. Entrjusted with the edncsb' 
tion of Achilles, ib. 104. After his death received among the Gods, iU 

Choreelus, son of Mygdon, an ally of the ^Trojans, iii, 266. 

CAm^tliom, the Pali^rus of the antients, ii, 432. 

Chronology frequently disregarded by Euripides. See Anachronisnts, 

Chrysa, a city of Cilicia, subject to Action Andromache's father, i, 

Chrysippiis, soin of Pelops, iii, 403. Treacherously carried off by Laiut 

king of Thebes, i, 160- 
C^rjsothemiSf daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, i, 6^^ 
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Ckthonia, a name of Ceres, iii, 205. 

CUicianSy inhabitants of a country of Asia Minor on (he shore of the 

Mediterranean sea, and allies of the Trojans, ii, 267. 
Cilir, son of Agenor, from whom Cilicia received its name, iii, 403. 
Circe, a sorceress, daughter of the Sun, ii, 308. 
CisseuSj a Thi^cian king, father of Hcciiba, i, 3. 
Citharofiy a mountain in Boeotia, near Thebes, on which Oedipus was 

exposed, i, 160. Penthens there torn to pieces by the Bacchanalian 

Dames, ii, 396. 
Cloud formed by Juno into the semblance of Helen, and borne by Patis 

to TrOy, iii, 5. 
Club of Theseus, ii, 37. Of Hercules, iii, 218. 
Chpnene, wife of Merops, and mother of Phaeton, iii, 397. 
ClytemnestrOy daughter of Tyndarus and Leda, wife to Agamemnon, 

tom^s to the Grecian camp at Aulis, ii, 89. Implores AcbiDes to 

protect her daughter Iphigenia, ib. 11 8. Upbraids Agamemnon, ib. 

1:29. Murders him with h^r own band, i, 62 ; iii, 302. Marries her 

paramour iEgisthus, who usurps the throne of Argos, ib. ?45. Is 

slahi by her own children Orestes and Electra, i, 6? ', in, 30'2. 
Co, daughter of Merops theTitan, iii, 21. 
CocijtuSy a river in the infernal re^ons, i, 411. 
Coloneta, a tiemplfe of Neptune near Athene, tlic place where Oedipus 

was to die, i, 242. 
Combat of Eteocles and Polynices, i, 226 — 229. 
Confidants apt to give pernicious advice to a married woman, i, S4B, 

492; 
Contest of the three rival Goddesses, Juno, Minenra, and Venus, ii, 136. 
dtpreUs^ herald to Eurystheus king of Argos, ii, 455, 466. 
Corinth, a city^bf Ac*haia, situated between two seas, on the Isthmus 

whidi joins Peloponesus to the main continent of Greece, iii, 343* 

The Isthmian games there celebrated, ii, 336. 
CofTi first appeared at Eleusine, fi, 4. 
CorybmieSy piiests of Cybele, i, 324 ; ii, 352. 
Coi-yciUy a mountain in Cilicia, ii, 371 . 
Country in wliich he was bom, dear to a Wise man, ii, 26. Bear to every 

insin, i> 173. 
Cranes, their fiight described, iii, 79. 
Crathis, a river of Calabria, on whose banks stood the city of Sybaris^ 

ii, 299. 

Creon, king of Cormth, gives his daughter in marriage to Jason, i, 249. 
Sentences Medea to banishment, i, 265. Is destroyed by her en- 
chantments, i, 302. 

Crewiy king of Thebes, son of Menxceus, and brother to Jocasta^ i, 159. 
Refuses to sacrifice his son the younger Menaeceus, i, 208. Succeeds 
his nephew Eteocles, i, 235. Banishes Oedipns firora Thebes, ib. 
Commands the body of Polynices to be cast forth unbuned, i, 237. 
Will not allow the remains of the Argives to be interred, ii, 3. R«- 



quires Theseus to expell Adrastus from liis domains, ib. 24. is deifeated^ 
ib. 38. Marries his dau^ter Megara to Hercules^ iii, 179. Slain by 
Lycus, who usurps his throne, ib. 180. 

Creontiadea, second son of Hercules and Megara, iii, 197. SUun by his 
distracted father, ib. 320. 

Cregj^undeSf King of Me8seni% a fragment, iii, 364. 

Cretan Priests, a fragment, iii, 367. 

Cretan Virgins, a fragment, iii, 366, 

Crete, an island in the Mcditen*ancan sea, ii, 330. 

Cretheus, son of TEolus, iii, 321. 

Creiuoj daughter to Erectlieus king of Athens,- deflowered by Apollo, 
iii, 91. Secretly delivered of a son whom she exposes, ib. 92. Mar- 
ries Xnthus, ib. 93. Comes to Delphi to consult the oracle, ib. lOO. 
Endeavours to poison lon^ thinking him the son of Xuthus, ib. 145. 
Acknowledges her son,- on seeing the chest in which she had exposed 
him, ib»164. 

Cupid, Venus' son, God of Love^ his quiver stored with two sorts of 
anows, ii, 96. Subdues both Gods and men, i, 377. 

Curetes, priests of Cybele, who liad the care of the iufant Jupiter, ii, 35^. 

\Cwnes, denounced against Laius by Pelops, i, 169, 235. Against £te«- 
cles and Polyniees by Oedipus, i, 162, 335. Against Hippolytu» 
by Theseus, i, 319, 359, 376. 

Cyanean rocks at the entrance of thcf Eaxind sea, passed by tlie Argo,r i, 
249, 269, 304. By Orestes and Pylades, ii, l68. By lo in her flight 
from Europe to Asia, tb. 175. 

Cybele, wife of Saturn, and mother to the Gods, ii, 351. Heceives 
the timbrel from her priests the Goreteitf and CoiybanteSy and deliv^n 
it to the Satyrs, ib. 352. Worshipped on mount Ida, i, 130 ; iii^ 
380- 

CycJadeSj several small islands, forming a circle^ in the JEgieva sea^ iii, 
. 174. 

Cyclops, sons of Neptune and Amphitritey some of them forge the thun- 
derbolts vrith which Jupiter destroys ^Isculapitis, for which they are 
shun by Apollo, i, 389. Assist Perseus in erecting the walls of My- 
cene, ii^ 149; iii, 218. Live in. caves on mount £tna in Sicily, H, 
413. 

Cycnus, son of Mars, slam by the shafts of Hercules, i, 414 ; ii, 194^ 

Cymssemoy the tomb of Hecuba in the Thracian Chersonesus, i, 56* 

Cyprus, an island iu the Mediterranean sea sacred to Vouos, ii,. 363. 



Dadalus, a fiimons Athenian artificer, iii, 197, 35(>« 

Dame, daughter of Acrisius king of Argos^ the nanie derived from hm, 
** a long time,** iii, 3i4. Becomes pregnant by Jupitei^s approaching 
her tj:ansformed into a shower of gold, ib.3i5. Jopirisoiied by. her 
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father, ib. Exposed with her infant son Perseus in a wooden ehest 

and borne by the winds to Seiiphns one of the Cyclades^^ib. 349* 
Danaiy a ns^ne given to the Argives (who were before called Peku^gifflos) 

from their king Danans, iii, 338. 
^Danaus leaves Egypt, and establishes himself on tlie throne of Argos, 

iii, 338. Accused by his brother ^eyptn8,attd tried by tlie Argives, 

i, 103. 
Danmis's daughters murder their husbands, tlie sons of .£gyptos, i, 40, 

239; iii, 221. ■ . 

Dance of the sun, moon, and stars, iii, 147, 381. 
DardanuSy son of Jupiter, who settled in Phrygia^ and fonnded the 

city first calfe * from him Dardania^ but afterwards Troy, ii, 344* 
Z>Ai#/i comes in perscm to demand Alcestis, i, 390. Vanqnisked by 

Hercules, i, 446. Universally loathed, ii, 133; iii, 373. Puts an end 

to strife and pain, it>. 333. Impossible to be avoiledy i, 427; iii, 400. 

Preferable to a wi*etched life, ii, 317. An effectual cure fSjr all evils, 

ib. 480. Not dreadfiil, because ordained by Necessity, iii, 395, 396. 

May be the road to a new life, ib. 402. 
Debts paid at the return of the moon, i, 404. 
Defence of Orestes before the Argive people, i, 106. At the Athenian 

Areopagus, li. 205. Of Potymestor, i, 50. Of Hippolytos, i, 364. 

Of Helen, ii, 329. 
Deicoon, one of the sons of Hercules and Mcgara, iii; 197. Slain by bis 

distmcted father, ib. 220. 
Deidamiaf daughter of Lycomedes king of Scyros, pregnant by Achilles, 

iii, 390. 
Deiphobus, son of Priam, «fter the death of his broths F^uis, forces 

Helen to marry him, ii) 330. 
Dehs, one of tlie islands called Cyclades in the iEgean sea, Apollo and 

Diana bom ttiere, i, 21^; ii, 223. 
Delphi, a city in Phocis, where Apollo established his oracle, i, 499. 

Supposed to be the center of tbe world, iii, 91, 99. 
Delphic citizens murder Neoptolemus the son of AcMlles, i, 497. 
Democi^acy, its advantages, ii^ 23. Its disadvantages, i, 472 ; ii, 22. 
DemophoMy son of Theseus j and king of Athens, ii, 458. Protects the 

children of Hercules, ii, 464. 
Dzomi, daughter of Jupiter and Latona, bom in the isle of Delos, i, 

21 ; ii, 223. Considered by Hippolytas as the greatest of the Gods, 

i, 318, The patroness of virginity, i, 320. Her sacred lake, i, 327. 

Makes known to Theseus the innocence of Hippolytus, i, 378. Iphi- 

genia directed to be sacrificed to her at Aulis, ii, 71,159. Her de- 
lighting in human victims denied by tliat Princess, ib. 175. Her statue^ 

fallen from Heaven into her temple in Tauric Scythia, ib. 163. Car- 

lied by Orestes to Athens, ib, 234. 
Dice, and not' Chess, known in the times of Jason and PalAmedei) t, 

251; ii, 76. 
Dictynnay a Cretan sympit, frequently confoimded with DhHmy i, SBI4, 
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DictySy brother to Polydectes king of Seriphus, one of the Cydades^ 
iii, 349. 

Diomede, son of Tydeiis, one of the Epigoni, who aven^e4 the death of 
their fathers, and sacked Thebes, it, 6S» One of the Grecian chieft 
assembled at Aulis, ib. 76. Advised the Argives to banish Orestes 
andElectn, i, 105. Grandson of Oeneus^ iii. 377. 

Diomedes, a Thracian king, his horses, which fed on hamah flesh, sub- 
dued by Hercules, i, 415 ; iii, 194. 

Dione, a sea nympb» tlie mother of Venus by Jupiter, iii, 59. 

Dirce, second wife of Lycus kiog of Thebes, tied by Zethus and Am- 
phion, her sons in kiw, to the horns of a wild buU, iii, 180, 337. A 
fountain near Thebes, so named from tliat Priestess, i, 343* The 
fountain called Daughter of Achelous, aad why, ii, 370, 374. 

Dirphys, a mountain inEuboea, iii, 186. 

DUhyrambus, a name of Bacchuf^ dented froni ii; '* twice*' and ft/pa 
'' a gate," on account of his beii^ twice . born, first of Semele, an^ 
then of the thigh of Jupiter, iii, 370. 

DkinaHm, tlie man who practises it ;ua^e, i, $07. 

Dodona, a temple and oracular grove of Jupiter, in Mokissia, a district 
of Epirus, i, 209, 439. 

Dolon, the name derived from hyujf, " a stiletto," ii, 248. Bargains 
for the horses of AchilleS) as his reward, ib. 250^ Sets out for the 
Grecian camp as a spy, disguised in a wolf^s hi^^,. ib. 253. Slain by 
Ulysses and Diomede, ib. ;S70. 

Dorusy son of Xuthus aiul-Creusa, from whom the Dorians derived their 
name, iii, 174. . 

Ikfce, killed by the poison intended for Ion, iii, 153. 

Dower, received with the Bride from her father, i, 258, 348, 458. 

Dragony usually caUed the Python, slain by Apollo, ii, 224. 

Dragooy slain by Cadmus,. ifs teeth sown produce a crop of warriors, 
i, 190 i. ji, 79. . • . 

Dragon, which guarded the golden fleece, slain by Jason with the assist* 
ance of Medea, i, 270. 

Dragons draw the chariot of Ceres, iii, 72. 

Dream of Hecnba, before the birth of Paris, iii, 324. Previous to the 
sacrifice of Polyxena, i, 5. Of Iphigenia, in regard to her Broker 
Orestes, ii, 160. Of the Charioteer of Rhesus, ib. 279* 

Drugs brought by Helen from -^gypt, i, 131. 



E. 

Earthf parent of dreams, i, 5 ; ii, 225. Mother of Themis^ ib. 

Said to have brought forth Ericthonius kitig of Athens, iii, 101, 12'4{. 

The universal Mother, ib. 403, 418. 
EchinadeSy islands ip the Ionian sea near the mouth of the river Ache- 

Ipns, ii, 8^. 
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Echim, father of Penthens, sprang from the Dragoi^g teeth sown hy 
Cadmus, ii, 370. 

Echo, child of craggy mountaiiw, i, 49. 

Edonia, a maritime district of Thrace, i, 51. 

Effeminacyy renders a yoimg man contemptible, iii, 408. 

EidotJiea, from n^ << form" and 6k§ << Goddess," the name Theonoe, 
daughter of Proteus king of Mgypt, bore in licr infancy, iii, 3. 

EilithyOy the Goddess v^ho presides over women in travail, iii, 114. 

Elictra, daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, the name derived 
from " « privativo" and x«xTfo> <* unwedded,*' i, 63. Forced by 
^gisthus to take a peasant for her nominal husband, iii, 246. Re* 
cognises her brother Orestes, ib. 272. Assists him in the mmrder of 
Clytemnestra, ib. 302. Consoles him under his distraction, i, 72. 
Condemned to die by the Argives, i, 103. Advises Orestes to seize 
Hermione, i, 119. Directed by Apollo to marry Pylades, i, 142. 

^lectryon, fhther of Alcmena, i^ 437. Accidentally killed by his son-in- 
law Amphitryon, iii, 179. 

EleusinCy a town in Attica, where the mystic rites of Ceres were cele- 
brated, ii, 4; iu, 205. % 

Eleutherwy a rock near Thebes at the foot of mount Cithseroo, 
II, 40. 

Elis, a region in the Peloponesus t>ordering on the loxnan 8ea,ii, 80. 

Eloquence, a free giflfrom'Peaven, iii, 415. 

Empire, tlie greatest of the Gods, i, 182. Tempting, but attended with 
mfaerj', ii,68. I^o desirable object to a wise maii, i, 365. 

EnceladWy one of tlie Giants, sons of Titan and the Earth, assailed by 
Mmerva, iii, 98. ■ Crushed by that Goddess nnder mount ^tna, ib. 
217. Silenus boasts of having slain him, ii, 413. 

Encomiums, on Athens, i, ^t ; iii, 353. On riches, ib; 345. On em- 
pire, i, 182. On a pious and retired life, iii, 125. On equality, i, 
183. On monarchy, ib. 472. On noble birth, ib. 485. On a demo- 
cratic government, ji, 93» 

Enetj, a riialady whose origin is unknown, iii, 358. 

Epapkus, son of Jupiter and lo, i, 191. 

Epeans, the antient' name of the inhabitants of ^lis, from one of thenr 
kings, Epeus, son of Endymion, ii, 81.' 

Epeus, son of Panopeus, inventor of the wooden horse, ii, 291. 

Epidaurus, a city between Argos and Troezene, i, 374 ; ii, 37. 

Epigoni, sons of the seven Chiefs slam at the siege of Thebes, ii, 63. 

Equality, not to be found in real life, i, 100; iii, 421. Its praises, 
i, 183. 

Erccitieus, king of Athens, i, 287 ; iii, 351. Sacrifices his daughters, iii, 
102. Is slain by Neptune at the cave of Macni, ib. 103. 

Erkthonhts, king of Athens, sprung from Hie Earth, iii, 99, 101, 142. 

Eridams, or Po, a river of Italy, in which Phaeton perished, runs into 
the Adriatic sea, i, 352. 
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Ettftkrtea^ an island near the coast of Spain, subject to the giant Ge- 

ryon, iii, 196. 
ErythrOf a town in Bceotia, near the foot of mount Citba^ron, ii, 379- 
Eieocles, the elder son of Oedipus and Jocasta, having agreed to divide 
the kingdom of Thebes Mith his brotlier Polyniccs, breaks the com- 
pact, and banishes him, i» 162. His speech in praise of Empire, i, 
181. He and his brother slay each other in single combat, i, 998» 
Represented, by Adrastus, as having proposed moderate terms of 
peace, ii, 39. 

MieocbiSy son of Iphis a noble Argive, ope of the Chiefs slain at the siege 
of Thebes, his poverty and integrity, ii 46, 53. 

Etrurian pirates carry oft' Bacchus from learia, in order to sell him in 
AsLi, ii, 413. 

Etrurkm trumpet, the signal for an engagement, i, 227 ; ii, 288, 492. 

Eran^ Evius, Evoe, names of Bacchus. See Bacchus. 

Eradne, daughter of Iphis and \^idow of Capaneus, throws herself into 
the funereal pyre of her deceased husband, ii, 52 — 56. 

EuhceOy a Grecian blaud, separated from Bccotia by the Euripus, ii, 75. 
Had a king of its own, and furnished fifty ships for the Trojan war, 
ii, 98. Its inhabitants at war with tlie Athenians in the reign of Erec- 
theus, .iii, 93, 94. 

Events, arise from a variety of causes, ii, 496* Ought not to raise our 
anger, iii, 348. 

EumeluSy son of Admetus and Alcestis, laments his Mother's death, L 
4^8. The swiftness of liis horses, ii, 77. 

Eummides, See Furies. 

Eumolpus, son of Neptune and Chione, attacks the Athenians with aq 
army of Thracians, and is defeated, i, 201 j iii, 355. 

Euripides, a short account of his life, in the Preface. 

Euripus, a •narrow sea between Boeotia and the island of Euboca, sub- 
ject .to storms, ii, 75. The Grecian fleet detained there by a dead 
calm, ib. 67, 85, 110. 

Ewntpa, daughter to Agenor king of Phoenicia, carried off by Ju- 
piter, who assumed the. fonn of a bull, iii, 402. Mother of Sarpe^ 
don, ib. 242. 

^urotas, a Spartan river, i, 28 ; ii, 299. 

Euryalta, son of Mccisteug, commands the Argive division of tlic Gre- 
cian fleet, ii, 79, 

EurystheuSy king of Argos and son of Sthenelus, ii, 470. Imposes the 
^severest labours on Hercules, ib. 455» 497. Sends a herald to Athens- 
to claim lolaus and the children of Hercules, ib, 459. Declines the 
challenge of Hyllus, ib. 492. Is defeated and tiken ptisoner, ib. 
494. Alcmena conunands him to be put to death, ib. 502. A frag- 
ment, iii, 3o6. 

EurytuSy king of Oecbalia, fatlier of lolc, i, 343. 

EwrytuSy commander of the troops sent from Elis to the Trojan war, 
. ii, 81. 
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Euacine sea, called by many Greek wttten zsttflog^ without any distinctioi!, 

ii, 173. 
Expensive funerals marks of iblly in the friends of the deceased, id, 

SB5. 
Expostulation of Hecuba with Ulysses, i, 12. Of Orestes with Mene- 
laiis, i, 90p Of Jocasta with her sons, i, 183. Of Medea with Creon, 
i, 262. Of Hippolytus with These^, i, 363. Of Adrastus with The- 
seus, U, 15. Of Hector with Rhesus, ib. 260. Of Tiresias with Pen- 
theus, ib. 358. Of Ulysses with Polypheme, ib. 427. Of Helen with 
Theonoe, iii, 50. Of Amphitiyon with Lycus, ib. 166. Of the Fiend 
with Iris^ ib. 214. 



F. 



FoXshoodSy not conducing greatly to the success of the plot, blefflishes in 
a dramatic piece, ii, 218. Palliated, iii, 407. 

Fate, its behests not to be withstood, iii, 28* 

Fates, respite Admetus from dying, i, 389. 

Father, has a stronger claim to filial duty than a mother, i, 87 ; ui, 410* 
Loves his children less than a mother, and why, ii, 409. Gives advice 
to his son, ib. 351. 

Fear, prevents the accused from defending himself as he ooght, iii, 406. 

Fiend, sent by Juno and Iris against Hercules, iii, 213. 

Filial duty inculcated, ii, 20. 

Flame, stolen by Prometheus from Heaven, iii, 363, 

Fleece, golden, obtained by Jason and the Argonauts, assisted by Medeai 
1,249,270. 

Fleet of the Greeks assembled at the bay of Aulis in Bceotia, i, 455 ; ii, 
75. Part of it wrecked on the coast of Euboea, ii, 295 ; iii| 61. Op- 
posed in combat to that of the Barbarians, iii, 150, 

Forttme, sports with all mankind, ii, 28. Often changes her abode, 
in, 411. 

Fragments, of Tragedies which are lost, iii, 311 — 4-23. 

Friends, the unhappy have none, i, 175, 278 ; iii, 202, 301 . True ones 
preferable to the nearest kindred, i, 100. To wealth or power, iii, 
357* We ought to choose such as speak theur thoughts with freedom, 
ib. 351, 406. 

Friendships, the great pains arising from those which are too strong, i, 
328. For the dead soon forgotten, iii, 412. 

Funeral rites, must be paid to the dead, to inspire the living with cou- 
rage, i, 14. Required by tlie laws of all Greece, ii, 27. Their vain 
expence censured, iii, 385. 

Furies, sprung from tlie blood of Ouranus and Night, iii, 214. Haunt 
Orestes after the murder of his Mother, i,62, 72; ii, 171 ; iii, 310. 
A temple erected to them in Athens on his acquittal at the Areopagus, 
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it, 205. Some of them refuse to acquiesce in the decree, and still 
persecute him, ib. ^06. 
Futuriiy, concealed from human eyes, i, 325* Fills us with constant 

terror, iii, 330, 

♦ ■ • . .' . 

CoSfu, ou^t not to be porsned, unless honest, iii, 365. Hone base, ib. 

345. Honourable among the Gods themselves, ib. 399. 
Gtmymede, son of Tros king of Tvo*f , stolon by Jnpiter, and mUde hi* 

cup-bearer, ii, 335. Ministers to thie Gods at die nuptials of Pcleus 

and Thetis, ii, 124. 
Gates of Thebes, their names and number, i, 216. Eteocles stations a 

detachment of troops at each of thero, t, 195. Assaulted by tb« 

army of Adrastus, i, 214. 
iideoH, the elder son of Ion, iii^ If 4. 
Generals ought to possess superior understancBbgs, ii, 86.- 
Gerastia, a promontory in the isfamd 6f-EnbcRi, sacred to Neptune^ 

ii, 428. MyrtilHS thrown from Whence by'Pelops iutb the seaj 

Oeryon, a Giant of a triple fbrm, slain by Hercules, iii, 196. 
Giants, sons of Titan and the Earth, war against the Gods, iii, 98. 
Glaucus, the Sea-god^ appears to Menelaiis, i^ '76* . • 

Gkaicus, SOD of Sisyphus, torn to pieces by tl^e mares of Potnia, i, tiStf 

^67. 
GUmcuSy grandson of Bellerophon, i, 267. 
Glaucus, son of Minos and Pasiphae, iii, 348, 384, 3A5« 
Chat skms, worn for clothing, ii, 415. Used t6 bold" wine^ ib; 488« ' 
G^ hnroked, iii, 413. . • i 

Gods, tlieir great kindness to man, ii, 13. ' Tlidr amours, 1, 338. 

Charged with a variety of crimes by the Poets, iii, 235. Vindicated 

by Hercules, ib. 237. No lotigtr Gods if they act basijly^ ib, 347. 

Receive bribes, ib. 399. At last punish crimes, ib. 401. See all 

things, ib. 404. . . ' • .> 

Gold, Jnpiter transformed into a sbow^ of, enters the cimmber of Da- 

nac, iii, 31^. 
Gold, the acquisition of it considered as of the utmost importaiMH>> 'iii, 

326, 391, 345. Productive of great misery^ ib. 384. Py mora pW* 

erfid than illustrious birtli, ib. 326. 
Golden apple. Sea Apple, Qoldin fleece. See Fleece* Golden ram. 

See Ram, 
Gorgon, a monster slain by Minerva in the war between the Gbdi and 

Giants, iii, 142. Different eflfecte of two drops of its bloody ib. 143. 

Its hide. See JEgis, 
Gorgons, placed round ApoUo^s temple at Delphi, iii, 99. 
Grecian maids, mentioned by Ulysses to the Satyrs, ii, 433. 
Gimeua^ king of JExsul, brings twelve ships to Anlis, H, 80^ 
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Hamon^ son of Creon, affianced to Antigone, i^ 196, t07y ^3^• 

Havr, nourished in honour of Bacchus, ii, ^67, Cat off, in order to be 
strewn on the graves of the dead, i, 66 ; iii, 368. 

UakUf a maritinie region of Attica^ bordering on the Boeotian territories, 
ii. 234. 

Hakyony or the king-fisher, a bird hovaring about the rocks, so called 
frona Alcyone, wife to Ceyx king of Tracfais, who threw herself into 
the sea on the body of her shipwrecked husband, and was metamor 
pliosed into a king-fisher, ii, 214. , . 

HaiirothiuSf son pf Neptune, slain by Mars, ii, 204 ; iii, 306. 

Hangingy coneidered as a most ignoble species of death, i, 3;i4 ; iii» 18* 

Harmoniay daughter of Mars and Venus, married to Cadmus, i, 159, 199* 
Transformed into a serpent, ii, 406 ; iii, 364. 

Head, the custom of swearing by, iii, 47. 

Heads of the slun, cqt off, fuad. bon;u$ in triumph, ii, 109. 

Heaven, originally intermingled with earth, iii, 369. 

Hebe, daughter of Jupiter and Juno, the Goddess of youth, iwedded to 
Herpules, ii, 496* Children caUcd her gifts, i, 402, 

Hebrus, a river of Thrace^ which runs into the ^gean sea, iii, 194. 

H^pate, the Pii^n^ of the infernal regions, the princqml object of Me- 
dea's worship, i, 267. Daughter of Latona, ib. 163. Her nocturnal 
rites, iii, 31. 

Hector, son of Priam, general of the Trojan army, ii, 241* Sends 
Do}on as a spy to the Qrecian camp, and propiises to reward him with 
the horses of AchiUes, ib. 251. Slain by Achilles, and dragged round 
the walls of Troy, i, 456,469. 

fJ^cubCf wife of Pri^m kuig of Troy, taken captive by the Greeks, ii, 
295^ Laments the fate. of her grandson Astyanax, ib. 324, 339. Ac- 

. : cuses Helen to Menelfuis, ib, 331. Esqpostult^tes with Ulysses in &?onr 

of Polyxena, i, 14. Entreats Agamemnon's permission to revenge the 

murder of Polydore, i, 39; As^ted by the Trojan Dames, kills the 

children, and puts out the eyes of Polymestor, i, 52. Her metamor- 

, phosis and tomb, i, 56. 

Mf^y daughter of Tyndarus and Leda, her numerous sui'ton^ u, 69. 
Marries I^lenelaus, and is borne away by Paris, ib. 70. After the 
deatli of Paris, forcibly wedded to his brother Deiphobos,. ib. 330* 
Troy being taken, she falls again into the hands of Menelaus, ib. 292. 

' Is conveyed to ^g^-pt, and vanishes, iii, 34. Remained at the palace 
of Proteus during the Trojan war, and Paris carried off a cloud which 
resembled her, iii, 3 — 6, 307. Received with joy by Menelaus, ib. 
35. Escapes by sti^atagem from Theoclymenus, and sails for Greece 
with her husband, ib. 57—83. Lands in Argos, and there finds Her- 
nione her daughter, i^ fiS. Sends^^pfts to the tomb of her sister Cly« 
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temnestra, i, 66. Escapes from Orestcg and Pylades who attempt to 
kill her, i, 131. Received into thelleaTens, i, 141. 
JidenMy son of Priam and Hecuba, a ^Secr, i, 5. Andromache given to 

him in marriage, ib« 506. 
HeUcoHy a raomitain in Boeotia, sacred to tlie Muses, iii, 188, 212. 
BeUaif from whom the Greeks were called Helleneans, iii, 321. 
Helleniann, distinguished from Achaian«, ii, 303. 

HeUeitpant, a strait of the sea dividing Europe and Asia, named from 
Helle, sister of Phryxus, perishing in it, as the Aed with her brother 
through the aur on the golden Ram. Its inconsiderable width between 
Troy and the Thraciau Cfaersonesns, i, 37. 
Hennetia, celebrated for its breed of hoi-scs, i, 327, 371. 
Heralds always side with those in power^ i, 104 ; ii, 308* Given to ex- 
aggerate, ii, 467. 
Herco'an Jupiter, so called from i^xo;, <' being contained wiUiin the cir- 

cuit of a house,** Priam slain at his altar, ii, 292, 310. 
Hercules son of Jupiter and Alcmena wife of Aniphitiyon, iii, 179, 212t 
215. Calls Amphitryon ^is resd father, ib. 234. Sent by Euryatbens 
for the horses of Diomede, i, 393. Subdues Death, and restores AU 
restls to Admetus, ib. 447. His labours, iii, 193—196. Described m 
the paintings of ApoUoV temple at Delphi, killing the Hydra, ib. 98. 
The sacred tapestry there, the spoils of the Amazons, given by him, ibw 
150. Destroys Oecbalia, and canries off lole, i, 343. On his retnra 
to Thebes, sees a bird of evil omen, iii, 203. A Fiend sent by Jnno 
to deprive him of his reason, ib. 213. He kills his three sous and 
Megara his wife, ib. 220. Restored to his reason, ib. 224-— f4t. 
Said to have perished on mount Oeta, but received among the Gods, 
ii, 496. 
Herdsman brings an account of the capture of Orestes and Pybuies, 

ii, 168. 
Hermes. See Mercury, 

Hermioji, an Argive town, whi^ had a temple of Ceres and Proser- 
pine, iii, 205. 
Hermione, daughter of Menclaus and Helen, sent by her mother with 
gifts to Clytemncstra's tomb, i, 66. Seized by Orestes and Pyiades, 
ib. isn. Affianced by her father to Orestes, ib. 143. Married to 
Neoptolemos, son of AchUles, ib. 4.>2. Escapes from Plitfaia with 
Orestes, ib.497. 
HesperideSy i, 352. ' • . 

Hind, substituted for a victim in tlie stead of Ipfaigcnia, ii, 69, 153, 160, 

166. 
l/tfirf, with horns of gold, iii, 21. Pursue<l and slain by Hercules, ib. 

194,395. 
Hippodamia, danghter of Ocnomaus, won by Pelops, ii, 159. 
Hiffpolytay the Amazon, her belt gained by Hercules, iii, 195. Married 

to TheseoBy i, 317. 
Hippok^y SCO of Theaens «i4 Hippoljrta, edacated by his great-graiHK 
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^ther Fittheus, i, 318. A votary of Diane, ib. Hu iBodi€r-iii-&w 
Phscdra falls in love ^th him, ib. He rejects with disdain the ad- 
vances of her Nurse, i, MS, His' sentiments in regard to an oath 
condemned, ib. 346. His invective against women, ib. 347, The 
curse and sentence of banishment pronoimced against him by his fother, 
ib. 359, 360. Thrown from bis chariot, and dragged along by hii 
horses, ib. 375. His death, ib. 386. 

Hipfflyhu veiled, a fhigment, iii, 363. 

H^^pomedm, one of the seven chieft who marched aisainst Thebes, his 
gigantic stature, i, 164. Attacks the Ogygian gate, ib. 214. A figure 
of Argus on hb shield, ib. 1C4, f 15. Slain in that engagement, ib. 
215. Adrastus*s encomium on him, ii, 46» 

ffomoles, a Thessalian mountain haunted by the CentaiTrs, iii, 194. 

Hope, feeds the exile, i, 175. Hurries its votaries to ii^ospitable coun- 
tries, ii, 176. Nourishes the sailor, iii, 414. 

Hoples, second son of Ion, in, 1^4. 

2/orsfs, of Achilles, ii, 251. Diomedes, i, 412; iii, 194. Enmelus, ii, 
77. Hennetia,i, 3i^7,371. Hippoljtiis, i,S75. The Snn, iii, 397. 
Laomeidon, promised to Hercules, ii, 325. 

Eospifalittj, its la^vs sarrcd, i, 418. Practised in a great extent by the 
nnticnts, iii, 191. Of the Peasant towards' Orestes, ib. 262. 

Bovss of Penthcus, Irvelled with the ground by Bacchus, ii, 375. 

ildfuse of Tantalus, tlicir history, i, 144 — 156. 

ffuman cacriiiccs, lomc account of, i, 6. Spoken of with detestation, 
ii,175.- 

fjyades^ seven stars in the head of tlio Bull, a constellation observed by 
the mariners, iii, 150. 

Hydra, a dragon witli many heads, at the lake of Lema, slain by Her- 
cnles, iii, 97, 196. 

JJylluSy son of Hercules, marches at the head of a numerous array to 
succour Alcmena and his sisters, ii, 485. Cliallenges Eurysthens to 
single combat, ib. 499* Defeats fafan in battie, aided by the Athe- 
nian troops, ib. 493. 

flpiKu, attends the nuptials of pelemt and Thetis, ii, 10^. Invoked by 
Cassandra^ ib. 304* 

Hyptriotu See the Sun. 

ffypeip^ daughter to Thoas king of Lenmos, who when the women of 
that island killed all the other men, saved her father's life, and gav^ a 
hospitable reception to Jason and the Argonauts, iii, 395. 

HysiOf atown inBo&otia, near the foot of piount Citliaeron, ii, 379. 



•Kofon, fon of ^on king of Thessaly, one of. the Argonauts, 1,249. 

Obtains tlie golden fleece by the assistance of Medea, wbo flies with 

. bim to Corintfa^ ib. Deserts Medea, and> marries tlie daughter of 
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Creon, ib. Attenipti to deficad bis coodnet, i/97S— C74. Re- 
praadKt Mtdea vi& the annler of tliesr daldrea, ib. SOT* Vaiiooi 
accounts of his death, ib. 310. 
J4tf a BoontaiB in Phryi^ , peopled before Tray was built, n, S5oL 
Its top iOomiaed by the first beams of the risiog son, ib. 3S5. Fa- 
ns exposed tSKre, ib. las. Tbe three Goddesses come tinlher ix 
Puis to adjudj^ the prize of beauty, the solden apple, ib. iSd. 
Its pines feUed to build the dnp in which Faiis sailed finm dpart% 
i.S8; iii,15. 
Iliaa. SeeTraf. 

Inmc ku ty mm of Oceaans and Tethys, foonder and fir^t kii^ cf Aiigos^ 
i, 106 ; iii, 5S8. A ri^er near Ar^tMy named finom the aboYcaen- 
tioned kinr, i, iS4 ; ii, 47. 
lacaa^cM ai^iCy of Orphesi, ii, 445. 
Iweeshunu connections, frequent among the Bafbarians, t, 459. 
im&i, daog^iterof CadaiasandHanwaia, and wife of Athanas, allet- 
aaliaB king, iii, 558L' Aceorapanies her sisters to 6ie orgies of Bac- 
cfaHiy ii, 556, 577. AssislB in the anarder of Peudtens, ib. S97. 
Seised with ficnzy, ■ kiOs her son, and tiirows herself into the sea, i, 
505. Becama a Sea-goddess by the name of Leaootfaea, 3, 561. 
Calc d, accorfing to Dr. Mns^rare, the Isthnnn Goddes, ii, 6S, 
tmndketj of PolyaKStor agasost women, i, 5*2. Of TSfoduas, against 
• Orestes, i, 85. Of Medea, ^ahtst Jason, i, 97a Of Jason, against 
women, i, 274. Of Jason, asainst Medea, i, ."^07. Of HippolytxB, 
against women, i, 347. Of Admetns, aganst Phcres, and his reply, 
i, 42^—425. Of Hermione, against Andromache, ib. 458. Of An- 
dromache, asainst Menefans and Hermione, ib. 466. Against tbe Spar- 
tans, ib. 471. Of Peles^ agamst Menehms and Helen, ib. 477. Of 
Tbeseos, against Adrastos, ii, IS. Of the Theban Herald, against 
democracy, ib. 9i, Of Thcsens, asainst Vin^^ govennneBt, ib. S3. 
Of Menelans, against Agamenmon, and his reply, ib. 84—88. Of 
Achilles against Prophets, ib. 1^. Of Q>'temne5tn, against Aga- 
memnon, ib. If9; iii,«95. Of Hecnha, against Helen, ii, 551. Of 
Akanena, against E aiyst heo s , ib. 497, Of Crensa. atnunst Apotto, ii, 
156. Of Lycngus, acalnst Hercuka^ ib. 18.% Of Ekctra, against 
the slam .£gisthns, ib. 290. 
/», daagliter of InadSB!, beiored byjopiter, and transformed istoaa 
hefe", i, 55. Stong by Jnoo, and driven bettveen the Symplegades 
into Asia,.ib. 175. The Theban and I^McaiciBn kmgs desoended from 
ber,i,l69. 
Jnenfa, wife to Laios king of Thebes, after her hnsbancfs death, 
mmittn^ anrries her son Oedipos, i, l6l. Their children, ib. 
In vain attempts, to recoocile her sona Eteodes and F»]y«ices, 
ib. 179. FaA than dead, and stabs bers^ with one of their 
•words, ib. S50. 
IWwM , son of Iphicles, the comrade of Hercoles^ ^ler thitt hero's 
death,pfiolectihiiiMHiBii,iiy453>. Eatrealstht sappaft of Dente- 
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IdtUma^ dangbtcr cf Ccus, qi^e of ,the Titan^ ravislied by Jupiter, de* 

fivered of Apollo aod Diana ,m the island of Delos, i^ 21 ; ii^ ^23> m^ 

136. Invoked by Creusa^ iii, 11 2. 
Lover, filled with uatcr, placed before the door where any ooe lay dead^ 

h 394. .. -. 

iMMghioTy aloTC ofJtmuleadsmenuiiofoIJy, ill, Z6% 
IjuCf directs the actions cf Gods as well as men, i, 36. 
Imp of Athens^ directing earth to be.strewq over the dead, u, 28. 
Learning, vihethcr suited to the genius of wonicn^ left undetenninedi 

i, 298. 
Lcda, daughter of Tbcstius, and nvife of Tyadams khig of Sparta, her 

three daughters, ii, 69. Jupiter approaches her under the form of 

a Swan, and is father, of Helen, iii, 61, and of Castor and Pollux, 

ib. 86. Nouiished her grandson Orestes in his mfancy, i; 83. Said 

to have put a di«j^ccful end to her OM^n life, fii, 11. 
LeiiuSf a descendant of eb^ of dnwe \fiirriors irfae spnm^ Aoiii-fte 

Dragou*ft teeth, sown by (Cadmus, conunankb the B^feotiai n ^KMips sent 

t6 iibe siege of Troy, ii, 79. : ' 

JUmnaSf an ishind in the i^gean sea> its tnale uihabitaDts destroyed by 

the women, i, 40. * • 

tjmdt, a lake Hear Afgofi md Myeene, i« 167. Infested by tlie Hydra, 

«, 196. ■■ ' ■■ 

Letter, ofPhocdra, to Theseus, i; 358. Agamenmon to Clyteimestra, 
V ii, 68, 74. Iphigcuia, to Orestes, ib. 186, 193, 194. Proetus, to 

lobates, sent by Bellcrophon, iii, 387. 
Letters, originally invented by Palamedes, iii, 379. 
Levca, an island near the coast of Sarmatia, at the mouth of the Bons- 

tbenes, i, 507 j ii, 176. 
LeucadCf an island near Acamania, in the Ionian sea, with a high rock 

where was tlie Lover's leap, ii, 422. 
I^eucoUwu, the name of luo after she became a Sca^goddess, iii, 361. 
Libaiion to ApolLo, poured forth by Ion m his temple at Ddph^ itt^ 

152. : . . . , ' . .... 

II'., • ' . I ■ . : I 

Libations fiprinWe4;on tlie tombs of the d^ad, j^ 66 ; ii,166^ iii^ 268. 

Libya, duughtcr of Epaphiis, antiently gave her name to the quarter of 
<he world now called Afripa, i, 191, 

Licymnius, son of KIcctryoii, accidently killed, when i&r advanced, ia 
years, by his fereat nephew Tkpolemus,, sou of HerqOes a^.Astyoc^i 
iii, 368. 

Life, a state of xtorc happiness than misery, ^^13. On^ay terms pr» 
lemblc to deatjjy.ib. 135. A state of perpetual kibpor, i, 335. Of 
short duration, and sboukl be passed as agreeably as possible, i, 427, 
4-8;ii,51. Astate of conflict,, ii, 28. Its loss not to be repaired, iU 
41. Notl.ing more precious, i, 403. Neither wholly blest nor wholly 
wretched, iii, 334. All attached to it, ib. 411. 

Linvs, some account of tlie poetical lamcutatioas for his .^eatb, i, 128; 
iii, 193* .-. ,,. I i ' • . 
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Zt<m, slain by Hercnles in the forest of Nemapa, ili, 151, 185, 193. 
Locris, a country bordering on Boeotia, its troops commanded by Ajax 

OYleos, ii, 79. 
JLord, a term antiently made use of to imply a despotic Prince, i, 320. 
Lotus, an herb growing in meadows, supposed to be that now called me- 

lilot, i, 234. The wonderful effects ascribed to it by Homer in his 

Odyssey referred to, ii, 308. 
L/ore, tii^ dangers of it when immoderate, i, 277, 342 ; ii, 96. Its in- 
fluence universal, i, 337, 378 ; iii, 398. Slothfid, ib. 316. A mighty 

God, ib. 341. Capable of inspiring virtue, ib, 349, 375, 414. 
lAfiSus. See Bacchus. 
JLycaotij son of Neleus and brother to Nestor, slain by Hercules, i, 

414. 
Ijyeimy a country in Asia, between Pamphylia and Caria, bordering on 

the Mediterranean sea, its oracles, i, 395. Its troops assist in the 

defence of Troy, ii, 267. 
lAfcomedeSy king of tlie island of ^cyros whdre Achilles wad disguised in 

female apparel, iii, 390. 
JjycwguSy a Thracian king, worshipped on mount Pangeum, ii, 287. 
I^cusy king of Thebes, husband of Dirce, iii, 180. 
lAfCMSy the younger, his son, kills Creon and seizes the throne, iii, 180, 

201. Commands Amphitryon and Megara to put an end to their own 

lives, ib. 208. Slain by Hercules, ib. 210. 
Lydta, an inland country of lesser Asia, celebrated for its great riches, 

ii, 549. Its matrons joined v^th those of Phrygia in their captivity, 

ib. 109. 
JLydio, a river dividing some part of Bceotia from Macedon, ii, 371. 
Lysidkey dan^ter of Pelops and wife to Electryon, ii^ 462. 



M. 

Macaria, daughter of Hercules, offers herself to be sacrificed ii, 476. 

If slain as a victim previoui to the engagement between Hyllus and 

Eurystheus, ib. 492. 
Macro, a cave near the citadel of Athens where Erectheus vras slain 

by Neptune, iii, 103. And Creusa daughter of that monarch ravished 

by Apollo, ib. 91. 
Manades, See Bacchanalians. 
Maia, one of the Pleiades, daugliter to Atlas and mother 'of Mercury 

by Jupiter, i, 462 ; iii, 91 . 
Malea, a seaport in the Spartan territories, i, 76 ; ii^ 413, 428* 
Man, indebted to the bounty of tlie Gods for numberless comforts, ii, 13. 

Subject to every species of misery, i, 61. Better for him had he 

never been bom, iii, 346, 417. His fortunes changeable as air, ib. 

316. « Ought to be resigned to his sufferings, ib. 417. 
Vol. III. Gg 
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Mantoy daughter of the soothsayer Tiresias, attends her blind father 

i, jeoo. 

Maratlum, a city in the Athenian territories, ii, 454. 

MarinerSy their outrages, i, 27. Bold in mischief, but able to protect 
the opprest, ii, 118. Tempted by the love of gain to visit the most 
inhospitable regions, ib. 176. Their wandering life, iii, 387* 

Marriage^ its prccariousness, iii, 409- 

Marmiy a descendant of Bacchus, ii, 420. 

Mca^Sf tried by the Gods for the murder of Halirrothius, and the coort 
of judicature at Athens from him called Areopagus, ii, 204 ; iii, 306. 

Mecisteus, son of Talaus, and father to Euryalos commander of the 
Argivc squadron sent a«:ainst Troy, ii, 79. 

Medea, daughter to ^etes king of Colchos, aids Jason by her enchant* 
ments in obtaining the golden fleece, i, 270. Murders her brother 
Absyrtes and flies with Jason into Thessaly, ib. 308. Having per- 
suaded the daughters of Pelias to kill their father, she is forced to 
take refuge at Corinth, i, 249. Jason after having two sons by her, 
forsakes her to marry the daughter of Creon, ib. She entreats Creon 
to respite her banishment, i, 264. Reproaches Jason with his treadiery, 
1, 270. Destroys Creon and his Daughter by her enchantments, ' i» 
301, 302. KlUs her sons, i, 305* Borne away in a chariot drawn 
by Dragons, i, 307. 

Mediocrity f its advantages over grandeur, i, 254. 

Megara, a city of Achaia between Athens and the isthmus of Corinth, 
iii, 219. 

Megara, daughter to Creon king of Thebes, married to Hercules, iii, 
179. Welcomes her husband on his return from the infernal regions, 
ib. 199. Killed by him in his frenzy, ib. 220.. 

Meges, son of Phyleus, commands the Grecian troops from the islands 
called Tapliiae and Echinades, ii, 81. 

MeUmippe, daughter of Desmontes, has two sons in consequence of an 
amour with Neptune, iii, 369. 

Meleager, from /txiXeo; " inauspicious," aud oyg* " prey,'* iii, 37^» Son to 
Oeneus king of Calydon and Althaea Thestius' daughter, ib. EUls the 
wild boar which infested his country, ib. 375. 

Melon, son of Eteoclus, supposed to be the Boy introduced hi the Sup. 
pliants, ii, 5.8* 

MeneUtuSy younger son of Atreus and J£rope, marries Helen, i, 69 ; 
ii, 70. On hb Wife being taken from him by Paris, summons all 
Greece to revenge tlie insalt, ib. Prevails on Agamemnon to sacrifice 
his dauber Ipliigenia, ib. 72. On Troy being taken, he recovers 
Helen, ib. 292, 3^6» Purposes to put her to death on his return to 
Greece, ib. 3S4. Lands with her in ^gypt, finds the real Helen in 
the palace of llieoclymeous, and is sensible of having been deluded 
by a phantom which vanishes into air, iii, 34. Acknowledges tha 
virtue of the real Helen, whom he receives with transport, ib. 35. 
Escapes with her from i^gypt, ib, 80—83. Anchors at Malca a iea 



|>6rt in fhe Spartan territories, and bearing of his brother Agamem- 
non's death, conies from thence to Argos, i, 76. Refuses to assist 
Orestes, ib. 92* Affiances Hennoine to him, ib. 143. Gives her in 
marriage to Neoptolemns mth a large dower, ib. 458. Is going to 
kill Andromache and her son Molossus, who are rescued by Peleus, 
ii, 465—485. Ordained to live in the hiq)py islands, iii, 87. 

Menestheus, son of Petaeos, his usurpation of tiie throne of Athens, and 
reign of twenty-three years between that of Theseus and his son 
Demophoon totally passed over by Euripides, i, 7 ^ ii, 462. 

MemBcauy father of Creon and Jocasta, i, 159. 

MemBceuSf son of Creon, named after his grandfather, i, 197. Directed 
by Tiresias to be sacrificed, i, 207. Commanded by his father to 
fly from Thebes, i, 208. Throws himself headlong from the battie- 
ment^ and is celebrated as the saviour of his country, i, 213. 

Meretayy son of Jupiter and Maia one of the Pleiades, messenger of 
the Gods, iii, 9i. Conveys the infant Ion to the threshold of ApoHo'S 
temple at Delphi, ib. 93. Sent to Danae, ib. 315. Avenges the 
death of his son Myrtilus on the house of Pelops, by sending a ram 
with a golden fleece among the flocks of Atreus, i, 109. Conducts 
the tliree Goddesses to mount Ida, for Paris to determine the prize 
of beanty, i, 464 -, n, 136. Conveys Helen through the air to ^Egypt| 

iii, 5, 16. 

Menoneif a Cretan chief, descended from Mars, ii, 77. 

MermeruSy 6ne of the sons of Jason and Medea murdered by their mo- 
flier, i, 305. 

Merope^ widow of Cresphontes king of Messeniai and forcibly married 
by Polyphmites his murderer, iii, 364. 

Merops, husband of Qymene, and tiie reputed father of Phaeton, iii^ 
397. 

MestengeTf brings Electra an account of the Argive people having passed 
sentence of death on her and Orestes, i, 103. Informs Jocasta of the 
Thebans having repulsed the Argives, i, 213. And of her sons having 
agreed to decide their claims to the throne by a sin|^ combat, i, 219. 
Informs Creon of the deaths of Eteocles and Polynices, i, 226. And of 
Jocasta having killed herself, i, 22^. Relates to Medea the deaths 
of Gieon and his daughter, i, 300. Acquaints the Chorus vrith 
Phaedra's death, i, 354. Comes to Thesens with tidings of Hippolytus' 
bemg thrown from his chariot, i, 372. Gives Peleus an account of 
his grandson Neoptolemns* murder by the citizens of Delphi, i, 497'« 
Relates Theseus' victory over Creon, ii, 35. Informs Agamemnon 
of Ciytemnestra's and Iphigenia's arrival at Aulis, ib* 89. Conies to 
tell Thoas of Iphigenia's flight, ib. 227. Describes the Bacchanalian 
orgies, ib. 377. Relates the death of Pentheus, ib. 3^3—39^. Conducts 
the captive Eurystheus to Alcmena, ib. 496. Informs Menekus ef 
the supposed Helen having vanished, iii, 34. Informs Theoclymenus 
of the flight of Menelaus and Helen, ib. 80. Brings an account of 
Hercules having murdered his wife and sons, ib. 218. Acquaints 

Got 
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Electra with Orestes having; slain ^gisthus, ib. 384. Oaght to retnni 
with the utmost speed when he has delivered his lord's commands, ii, 
$4. Onght to perform his lord's mandates with zeal, iii, 315. 

Messenia, a fniitful region in the sou Jicm part of the Peloponesus, iii, 
S65. 

Mimas, one of the Titans, slain by Jnpiter with a thunderbolt, iii, 99. 

Minertxi, bom fron- tlie head of Jupiter, Prometheus performing the 
obstetric part, iii, 114. Her temple at Troy, i, 45. Directs the 
Argivcj to swear perpetual friendship with the Athenians, ii, 61. 
Commands Thoas to desist from pursuing Orestes and Iphigenia, and 
relates the events that were to befall them, ib. 234. Directs Diomede 
and Ulysses to kill Rhesw«, ib. 270. Appears to Paris under the form 
of Venus, ib. ^72. Her conference with Neptune, ib. 293. Discloses 
to Ion his birth and the fortunes of his descendants, iii, 173. Contends 
with Venus and Juno for the golden apple, i, 465 ;, ii, 136, 329. The 
' truth of that history denied by Hecuba, ii, 331. Represented at the 
temple at Delphi warring against Enceladus, iii, 98. Piles the moun- 
tain of ^tna on that vanquished giant, ib. ^17. Athens, which de- 

• rived its name from her, called her city, ii, 236 ; iii, 158. An* m a 
number of other places. 

Minotaur, a monster sprung from Pasiphae wife of Minos, slam by Tho- 
sens, iii, 236, 357. 

MitiyanSy a people who dwelt at Orchomenum in Boeotia, subdued by 
Hercules, iii, 137. 

Mnemosyne, Goddess of Memory, daughter of Ouranus, and Mother to 
tlic Muses, iii, 207. 

Modesty, Cl^-temnestra applauds the reverence expressed for it by Achil- 
les, ii. 111. Praised by Hippolytus m the strongest terms, i, 320^. 
348, 364 ; iii, 362. 

Molossia, a region of Epirus in Greece, i, 419, 506. 

Mohssus, son of Neoptolemus and Andromache, rescued from Menehns 
by Peleus, i, 484. 

Moon, borrows her Ught irom the sun, i, 167. The time of paying in* 
terest-money regulated by it, ib. 404. 

Motheis, their natural love for their children, ii, lis ; iii, 350, 409. 

Musctus, the Athenian poet, pupils of Orpheus, his praises, ii, 286. 

Muse, the mother of Rhesus, ii, 259, 283—238. 

Muses, attend the nuptials of Peleus and Thetis, ii, 124. 

Musk, diverts the cheerful, but cannot coasolc the afflicted, i, 257, 
Disused in times of deep mourning, ib. 405, 409. 

Mycene, an Argive city erected by the Cyclops, near Argos, and per- 
petually confounded with it by Euripides, i, 151. 

Mycone, one of the islands called Cyclades encircling Delos, ii, 295. 

Mygdon, son of Dymas, a Tlu^cian kmg, and father to Chon»bus» 
ii, 268. 

Myrmidons, the soldiers of Achilles, the name derived from Mif^, "an 
ant,** ii, 79, 111, 139. 
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Myrtilus, son of I^ercnry and charioteer of Oenomans, bribed vad af* 

ten/rards ronrdered by Pelops^ i, 109, 146. 
Mysia, a country of the lesser Asia bordering on Phrygia^ ii, 1254 > 

iiiy 392. 
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NatweSy much respected in Athens, ill, 123, 353. 

Ntduiv, its various effects on the human mind, i, 66, Not liable to 

change, iii, 291. 
Nauplius, son of Neptune and fatlier of Palamedes, ii, 76. Avenges 
his son's death by kindhng beacons on the rocks of Euboea, and causing 
the shipvFTeck of great part of the Grecian fleet, iii, 42, 61. 
Necessity^ her temple never opened for the admission of votaries, i, 436. 
Governs both Gods and men, ii, 236. Is submitted to patiently by 
the wise, iii, 417. 

Nenuea, a forest between Argos^ and Corinth, where Hercules slew a 

terrible lion, iii^ 151, 185, 193. 
Nemesis, Goddess of vengeance, daughter of Jupiter and Necessity, 
i, 167 ; ii, 258, 263 ; iii, 420. 

Neoptolemus, son of Achilles and Deidamia, stabs Priam at the altar of 
Hercsan Jupiter, i, 4. Sacrifices Polyxena to appease the manes of 
his father, ib. 25. Destined to perish at Delphi, ib. 142. Select* 
Andrpniache widow of Hector from the Trojan captives, ib. 451* 
Has a son by her named Molossus, ib. 452. Marries, Hermione daugh- 
ter of Menelaus, ib. Goes to Delphi to deprecate the vengeance of 
Apollo, ib. 453. Is murd^ed by the citizens of Delphi at the instiga- 
tion of Orestes, ib. 499—502. 

Nephme, called the father of Theseus, i, 372. Promises thrice to grant 
Ms prayer, i, 359. The monster sent by him to destroy Hippolytus, 
i, 360, 383. Favours the Trojans, ii; 232. His conference with Mi- 
nerva^ ib. 293. Erectheus slain by him, iii, 103. 

NereuSj the sea God, son of Oceanus audTethys, his prophetic know- 
ledge, iSj 4. His love of justice ib. 54. 

Nereus^s fifty Daughters, ii, 176; iii, 147. Attend the nuptials of 
Peleus and tlidr sister Thetis, ii, 124. Furnish Achilles with armour 
wrought l>y Vulcan, iii, 265. 

Nestor, son of Neleus, commands the troops sent against Troy from 
Pylos, ii, 80. His honied tongue, iii, 405. 

Night, the giver of sleep, i, 69. Described on tlic Delphic tapestry 
riding in a chariot dmwn by unyoked horses, iii, 150. IMotlier of the 
Furies, ib. 214. 

Nightingale, Aedon daughter of Pandarus, metamorjil'-oscd uito that 
bird, ii, 267. Its plaintive strain^ iii, 60. 

Nile, the river which waters lEgypt, its current supphed by the melting 
4>f the snow, iii, 3. 
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Niobey dangbter of Tantalns and wilpe of Amphion, her fborteen children 
slain by the shafts of Apollo, ili, 365. The tomb of her seven daugjh- 
ters within sight of the Theban bulwarks, i, 166. 

NireuSy king of Syma, tiie most beaatifiil of the Grecian chiefe, ii, 77. 

Nism, son of Pandion and king of Megara, iii, 219. 

Noble birth, of the utmost service in adversity, i, 485 ; ii, 468. In« 
duces children to emulate the virtues of their fathers, i, 17; iii, 316, 
394. Considered as a fiivolous distinction, iii 322. Makes the un- 
fortunate ashamed of earning their livelihood by honest industryi ib« 
346. Confers no real nobility on the wicked, ib. 350. 

Nomany the quibbles of Ulysses on that word, to deceive Polypheme, ii, 
439, 447. 

Nurse, of Medea, laments the i^iisfortunes of her mistress, i, 249— 257. 
Of Pbsp.dra, endeavours to spothe her, i, 325. Advises her not to 
resist the power of Venus, i, 337. Makes dishonourable overtures to 
Hippolytus, which he rejects with indignation, i, 347. 

NipnphSy a sacrifice prepared for them by .Xgisthus, iii, 275, 285. 

Nyssa, a mountain in India frcc^uented by Bacchus, ii, 371. 
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Oath of JEfS^iiB, i, 284. Of Helen's suitors, ii, 70. Of Iphigenia and 
thatofPylades, ii, 193. 

Oaths, the equivocating distinction of Hippolytus in respect to them, i,; 
346. The guilt of those who take fiilse Qi^es to save the|r liyes^ exr 
tenuated, iii, 407. 

Oeax, brotiier of Palamedes, fm enemy to Orestes, i, 81. 

OechdUa, a city in Messenia sacked by Hercules, i, 343 ; iii, 197. 

Oedipus, son of Laius and Jocasta, the name derived from (uhtJM, a 
" swelling," and vmg, <^ the foot," i, 16Q^ Exposed on mount Cithsron, 
ib. Educated by Polybus, ib. Kills his father, i, 161. Solves the 
aenigma of the Sphynx, obtains the Theban throne, and marries his 
mother, by whom he has four children, ib. Tears out his own eyes, 

- lb. Is deposed by his Sons and curses them, i, 162. Banished from 
Thebes by Creon, i, 235. Foretold by an oracle that he shall die at 
Coloneus near Athens, i, 242. His daughter Antigone attends him in 
his exile, i, 243. Happy at first, but afterwards the most tn*etched 
of men, i, 212; iii, 331. A fragment of a Tragedy of that namei^ 
in, 375—376% 

Oeneus, king of Calydon and grandfather of Diomede, ii, 284 ; iii, 377^ 

Oeme, a city of Argos where Diana had a temple, iii, 194. 

Oenomaus, son of Mars, king of Elis and Pisa, iii, 378. His daughter 
Hippodamia won by Pelops, ii, 159. Slam by the spear of Pelops^ 
ii, 198. 

Oenone, an island in the Saronian bay, afterwards called JBgina from 
iBgina daughter of Asop'us, ii, 163. 
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OdOf amonntain in Thessaly, on whieh Hercules was burnt to death 
u, 496. 

Offerings to the dead, i, 60 ; ii, 166 ; iii, 268. 

Officer, persoades Hippolytas to invoke Venus, i, 322, 

Oicleus, father of Aniphiareus the Argive seer, ii, 48. 

iHleuSy king of Locrisand father of the Lesser Ajax, ii, 76, 250. 

Old-age^ not without its advantages, i, 183 A heavy burden, iii, 206* 
Weakens the mental faculties, ib, 320. 

Old-meat, irritates Creusa against Ion, iii, 134, 145. Sent to poison him, 
ib. Fails in the attempt, ib. 153. One who had attended Agamen^ 
non from his childhood, recognizes Orestes, ib. 271. 

Old-vxnneny their marrying young husbands censured, iii, 415. 

Oijfmpus, a very high mountain between Thessaly and Macedon, the 
seat of the Gods, ii, 295,. 

Omen, evil, alarms Hercules on his entrance into Thebes, iii, 203. 

Oracle, warns Lains against begetting a son, i, 159. Given to .Sgeui 
en the same subject, i, 280. Directs Agamemnon to sacrifice his 
daughter IphijenisL, , ii, 71. Directs Orestes to kill his mother, i, 
68. And afterwards to convey tlie image of Diana from Tauric Scy- 
thia to Athens, ii, 163. Comniand;^ Demophoon to sacrifice a virgin 
to Ceres, ii, 472. Of Apollo, given to Acrisius, iii, 313. 

€)racle of ApoUo at Delphi, expounded pn public days to each foreigner 
in the language of his ovm country, iii« 95> 113. 

Orctw. See Pluto, 

Orestes, son of Agamemnon, brought to Auljs by his mother Oytem- 
nestra, while yet an infant, ii, 98. Borne in tlie arms of his sister 
Ipjbigenia when she implores her father to spare |ier I^fe^ ib. 127—133, 
jL74. Conveyed from Argos by stealth, iii, 245. Returns, and 
is recognized by his sister Electra, ib. 264— 272* Kills ^gtsthus 
ib. 287. And Oytemnestra, ib. 302. Haunted by tlie Furies, i, 62^ 
72, 79, 494; ii, 17 !» 207. Tried and condemned by the Argive 
people, i, 103 — 107. Affianced to Hermione, i, 143. Instigates the 
citizens of Delphi to murder N^ptolemus, ii, lt3« Carries off Her- 
mionCy ib 495. Acquitted at the Athenian Areopagus, ib. 206. 
Lands in Tauric Scytl^ ib. 163. Is seized by the peasants, ib. 172* 
Brought to tbe temple in order to be sacrificed, ib. 177. Recognized 
by his sister Iphigenia, ib. 198. They escape with the statue of 
Diana, ^b^ 226—234. His long and happy reign, iii, 307, 

Orestevm^ a city of Arcadia, so named from being the residence of 
Orestes during his exile, i, 142. 

Orgies of Bacchus described, ii, 377. 

Orimt, the constellation, formerly a famous hunter, who, accprding to 
the scholiast, was stung to death by a scorpion for attempting to 
ravish Diana, darts fire from his eyes, i, 49. Armed with a club, iii, 
79. With a sword, ib. 150. 

Orphewy son of Oeagnw a Thracian king and the muse Calliope, ii, 28f • 
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Brings back his wife Eurydice iirom the infemal regioitSy i, 405. Hn 
magic incantations, ii, 132, 445. His ve^^etable diet, i, 362. 

Ositay a mountain inThessaly, iii, %66, 

Othi'ya, a Thessalian mountain haunted by beasts of prey, i, 419. 

OwanuSj father of ttie Gods, deposed by his son Saturn, iii, 214. 

Oxen, the chariot of Cadmus and Harmonia drawn by them, ii, 406. 

P. 

Ptfons, from Po^an, a name of A polio, songs of praise to him, and in a 
larger sense to the Gods in {icneral, ii, 167. 

Paonioms^ a people of Maccdun on the confines of My^ia, allies of 
the Trojans, ii, 267. 

PaUtnwn, the name of MeUcerta son of Ino, after be became a Sea-god, 
ii, 170 ; iii, 361. 

Palamedesy son of Nauplius, inventor of letters, iii, S79. One of the 
confederate Grecian chiefs, ii, 76. His claim to the invention of C^ess 
enquired into, ib j and i, 251. Unjustly put to death, iii, 380. His mur- 
der strongly resented by his brother Oeax, i, 81. Avenged by Nan- 
plius, who lights up beacons on the rocks of Euboea, and caoses the 
shipwreck of part of the Grecian fleet, iii, 42, 61. 

Paliurus, a shrub now called Christ-thorn, ii, 432. 

PaUas* See Minerva. 

PalUuy son of Pandion king of Athens, i, 318. 

Palleney a small town in Attica, where was a temple of Minerva, ii, 
493. 

Pan, the shepherds* God, conducts the Ctolden Ram to the stalls of 
Atreus, iii, 281. His flute often heard from Cithseron, U, 389. 
Loved by the Naiads, iii, 13. Inspires tiiose sudden fears from bim 
called jKintc, ii, 243. 

PandUm, king of Athens, son of Erectheus and father to JEgeus, i, 2T9> 

Pangawn, a Thracian mountain on the confmes of Macedon, ii, 261* 
285. 

Pantheus, son of Otreus and priest of Apollo at Troy, his three sons, 
ii, 242. 

PaphoSy a city of Cyprus where Veiius was worshipped, ii, 363. 

ParaUans, a people of Attica, ii, 35. ' 

Paris, a son of Priam and Hecuba, before his birth called the Torch by 
the prophetic Cassandra, iii, 323. Exposed and bred up as a 
shepherd on mount Ida, ii, 97, 135. Adjudges the golden Apple to 
Venus, i, 28, 465. Who bestovi^ Helen on him, ii, 75. He carries 
ofi* that princess from Sparta in the absence of Menelaus, ib. 330, 
Achilles slam by his shafts, i, 17. His death, ii, 330; iii, 38. 

Parnassus, a mountain in Phocis sacred to Apollo and Bacchus, its 
cloven summit, i, 169. The oracle established there by Apollo, 
after having slain the Python, ii, 224-^226. Haunted by Bacchus, 
ii, 224, 360. Too steep for human feet to ascend, iii, 95. 
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Patrhasia, a region in Arcadia^ i, 141. 

Parricide J a crime unhearcT of among the Barbarians, ii, 217. 

Parthenius, one of the principal mountains in Arcadia, iii, 392. 

Parthenopaus^ son of Meleager and Atalanta, one of the seven Chiefs 
who marched against Thebes, i, 165. His «hield described, i, 214. 
Slain by Perichnienus, i, 217. Adrastus's encomium on him, ii, 47. 

PassvmSy various, occupy the whole life of man, iii, 386^ 

Peace, the benefactress of mankind, ii, li5. Hymn to, iii, 565. 

Peasant, the hominal Husband of Elextra, iii, 246. Receives Orestes 
and Pylades with the fireatest hospitality, ib. 262. Castor and Pol- 
lux direct his merits to be rewarded, ib. 307. 

Pegasu.^, a winged liorse sprung from the blood of Medusa, given to Bel- 
lerophon by Neptune, iii, 98, '266. 

Pelasgia/iSy the Argives anciently so called from Pelasgus son of Jupiter 
and father to Lycaon, i, 106. 

Peleus, son of JEacus, his heroic exploits, i, 485. Marries Thetis 
daughter of Ne.eus,and his nuptials are honoured with the presence of 
the Gods, u, lj4. King of Phthia in Thessaly, i, 452. Rescues 
Andromache and Molossus from Menelaus, ib. 475 — i85. Destined 
to be a Crod, and reside in the watery mansions of Nereus, ib. 507. 

. A Fragn;cut, iii, 312. 

PeHas, a Thessalian king, uncle to Jason, sends his nepliew in quest of 
the golden fleece, i, 249. Slain by his own daughters at the instiga- 
tion of ^ledea, i, 271. Daughters of, a Fragment, iii, 382. 

pelum, a Uiomitain in Thessaly, its pines felled to build the Argo, i, 
249. Inhabited by the Centaurs, ii, 104. The nuptials of Peleus 
and Thetis there celebrated, ib. 124. 

Peloyvnesus, the large peninsula of Greece, first called Apia and Pelasgia, 
receives that name from Pelops i, 146. 

PelopSf son of Tantalus, served up by his father in a banquet to the 
Gi*ds, who restore him to life, iii, 22. That liistory disbelieved by 
iphigenia, ii, 175. Obtams for his wife Hippodamia, daughter of 
Oenoinans, ib. 159. Kills that monarch, ib. 198. Murders Myrtil- 
1ns, i, 109. (Curses Lains for having stolen away liis spurious soh 
Chrysippns, i, 159, 235 Some account of his family, i, 147, 

Penelope, wife of Ulysses, celebrated for her chastity, i, 88; ii, 307; 
iii, 383. 

PeneuSf a river in Thessaly near tlie foot of mount Olympus, ii, 299 ; 

m, 194. 
Pentheusy^sqn of Echion and Agave, king of Tliebes on the resignation 
of his grandfather Cadmus, ii, 350. Orders Cacchus to be im- 
prisoned, ib. 369. Becomes frantic, ib. 387. Goes disguised in 
female apparel to view the orgies of tlie Ma'iiades, ib. 390. Is torn in 
pieces by Agave and her sisters, ib. 396. 
Pergamus. See Troy. 

PericlimeimSf son of Neptune, kills Parthenopaeus witli a stone throwa 
from the walls of Thebes, i, 217. 
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Per^heies, son of Vnlcan, a robber slain by TheMOf near Epi* 

daimis, ii, 37. 
Persia, the heat of its clhnate, ii, 349. 

Perseus, son of Jupiter and Danao, concjnen the Gorgons in the wes- 
tern regions of Africa, iii, 42. Borne through the air towards Argos 

with the Gorgon's head, ib. S2Q. Rescues Andromeda from a Sea^ 

monster, ib. 3i^9. Builds Mycene with the assistance of the Cyclops^ 

ii, 149. 
Persuasion, the soul of man her only altar, iii, 331. The empress of 

the human soul, i, 36. 
Ptuedra, daughter of Minos and wife of Theseus, inspired by Venus 

with a pasi^ion for her son-in-law Hippolytus, i, 318. Puts an end to 

her own life, i, 353, Leaves a letter charging Hippol3rtus with atr 

tempting to violate his father's bed, i, 358. A Fragment, iii, 398. 
Phaeton, son of Apollo and Clymene wife of Merops, attempts to 

drive bis father's chariot, iii, 396. Perishes in the river Eridanus or 

Po in Italy, i, 352. x 

pharos, an island at the mouth of the Nile, where was the palace of the 

kings of iEgypt, iii, 3. 
Pheraa, a city«of Thessaly, its pleasant situation described, i, 418. 
Pheredus, builder of the ship which conveyed Paris from Troy to 

Sparta, iii, 15. 
Pheres, son of Cretheus and father of Admetus, founder of Pherxa in 

Thessaly, retorts the invectives of his son i, AH. 
If^heres, one of the sons of Jason and Medea whom their mother mur* 

dered, i, 305. 
PhiUtmrnon, son of Apollo and Chione, father of the minstrel Thamyris, 

ii, 285. 
Philoctetes, a Grecian hero who brought to Troy the arrows of Hercules, 

with which he slew Paris, iii, 398. The wound in his foot described, 

ib. 399. 
Philomela, daughter of Pandion king of Athens, ^nd ravished by 

Tereus her sister Progne^s husband, her transformation into a 

nightingale, and murdering her nephew Itys, alluded to, in, ?21. 
PhUlres, or love potions, their different effects, i, 341. 
Phincus, brother to Opheus king of Ethiopia, changed by ^erseos into 

a rock, ii, 176. ^ 

Phlegm, a peninsula in Macedon, where the f>attle was foag^t between 

the Gods and Giants, ii, 493 ; iii, 141, !i230. 
Phocis, a Grecian province to the noith of the bay of Corinth, i^ 

202. 
Phocus, son of £acns, murdered by his brother, i, 481.^ 
Phabe, daughter of Tyndarus and Leda, ii, 69. 
Pheenicittf subject to kings descended' from Phoenix, son of Agenor and 

brotlier to Cadmus, i, 169, 171. Some captive damsels sent from 
tiience as votive offerings to Apollo, detained at Thebes in their pas- 
Kige to Delphi, ib. 
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PKendXy son of Agenor, the ibunder of Phoenicia, jii, 403. 

Pfumix, son •of Amyntor, having rejected the vicious solicitations of 
Clytia, his father's harlot, v^as by her accused to Amyntor of having 
defiled his bed : the credulous father caused the eyes of his son to be 
put out; but they were restored by Chiron to whom Peleus conducted 
him : Peleus then made him king of the Dolopians, a people of Epi- 
rus, bordering on Phthia; he was the faithful friend and counsellor of 
Achilles, whom he accompanied to the siege of Troy, iii, 400. 

Photte, a forest in Arcadia, where Hercules defeated the Centaurs, iii, 186* 

Phorhasj commands the Athenian cavaby ^i the engagement between 
Theseus and Creon, ii, 36. 

Pkrygia* Se^ Troy. 

Phrygian captives attending Helen, a multitude of them defeated by 
Orestes and Pylades, i, 131. 

Phryxus, son of Athamas and Nephele, being harrassed by his step- 
mother Ino, fled from his father's house, and was borne through the 
air on a golden Ram, the gift of Mercury, from Thessaly to Colchos, 
where he married Calciope, one of the daughters of ^etes ; he then 
sacrificed the golden Ram to Jupiter, and bestowed the fleece on 
^etes, from whom it was taken by the Argonauts, iii, 401. 

Phyleus, father of Meges who commanded the troops from the islandi 
called Ecbmades at the siege of Troy, ii, 81. 

Physiciaris, ought to adopt their remedies to the disease, instead of being 
wholly guided by antient usage, iii, 347 ; warned against being too 
precipitate, ib. 410. Attentive to diet and climate, ib. 416* 

Pictures, of later date than the siege of Troy, through frequently men- 
tioned by Euripides, i, 364. 

Pieiia, a mountain in Thessaly, where the Muses are said to have been 
bom, ii, 371. 

Pillar, the imagery of, in Iphigenia's dream, ii, 160. 

Pillar^ of Hercules, the two mountains of Abyla in Africa and Calpe in 
Europe, the limits of the western world, iii, 195. 

Pines of Pelion, felled for the construction of the Argo, i, 249. Of Ida, 
felled to build the ship which carried Paris to Sparta, i, 28 ; iii, 15* 

Pirithous, son of Ixion and comrade of Theseus, was stain by Cerberus 
when he went with that hero to the infernal regions to carry dff Pro- 
serpine, iii, 379. 

Pisa, a regioQ of Etis near the banks of Alpheus> Pelops there won 
Hippodanua, and celebrated Olympic games, i, 146 ; ii, 159 ; iii, 22» 

Pitane, a Spartan city near the banks of Eurotas, ii, 337. 

Pittheus, son of Pelops, grandfather of Tlieseus and great-giandfather 
of Hercules, ii, 462. Educates his great-grandson Hippolytus at 
Troezene, i, 31 8f Mentioned with the greatest respect by Theseus^ 

ib. 355. 
Pleiades, daughters of Atlas, changed into seven stars, ii, 91. 
PleUme, vrife of Atlas, and mother of the seven Pleiades,' ib. 
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Plisihines, son of Pelops and brother of AtreHS and lliyestes, lii, 383. 

PlutOj wife of Tniolus ^ Lydian king, and, by Jupiter, mother to T&ntt- 
1ns, i, 144. 

PlutOy dwells in the infernal regions apart from all the other Gods, 
i, 3. Wedded to Proserpine, who, for his sake, deserts the Hfa- 

. yens, iii, 73. / 

Pluius, the God of Riches, son of Jasion and Ceres, borne in a sable 
chaiiot, iii, 1212. Despicable because every villain may possess hiniy 
ib. 319. 

POf otherwise called Eridanus, a river of Italy, i, 352. 

Poetryy an uprofitable pursuit, iii, 335, 2i6. 

Pollux, one of the twin sons of Jupiter and Leda. See Cagtor. 

Po/y6u«, king of Corinth, breeds up Oedipus, i, 160. Called bis father 
by the servants of Laius, iii, 376. 

Polydare, son of Priam and Hecuba, entrusted t(^ the care of Polymcstor, 
i, 3. By whom he was murdered and thrown into the sea, i, 4. His 
body found and brought to Hecuba for interment, i, 29. 

Polydorus, son of Cadmus and Harmonia, father to Labdacus, i, 159; 
ii, 405. 

Polygamy, frequent in Thrace, i, 461. Censured, ib. 472. Defended, 
iii, 359. 

Polyidus, a Soothsayer and Physician, who restored to life Glaucns, son 
of Minos, iii, 384. 

PolymestoTy king of Thrace, an ally of Priam, i, 3. Murders Polydore, 
who had been entrusted to his eare, i, 4. His blasphemous language, 
i, 42. His children are slain, and he is deprived of his eyes by 
Hecuba, i, 47. Attempts to vindicate his conduct, i, 50. Foretels 
the metamorphosis of Hecuba, i, 55. And the death of Agamem- 
non, i, 57. 

PolyniceSy younger son of Oedipus and Jocasta, driven from Tliebes by 
his brother Eteocles, i, 16?. Fights with Tydeus, and marries a 
daughter of Adrastus, i, 177. Bribes Eriphile witli a golden necklace, 
iii, 326. Marches against Thebes with an Argive host, i, 178. Offers 
to divide tlie kingdom, i, 180. He and Eteocles slay each other in 
single combat, i, ^28. Praised by Theseus, ii, 49. The name de- 
rived from woXu, ** abundance" and vuxof, " contention,'' i,, 189, 
231, 

Polypheme, the Cyclops, son of Neptune, his cave on mount J£tna, 
ii, 413. Devours two of Ulysses' comrades, ib. 432. Intoxicated 
with wine, ib. 437— 442. Deprived of his eye, ib. 446. 

Polyxena, daughter of Priam and Hecuba, sacrificed at the tomb of 
Achilles, i, 24; ii, 302. 

Pontus, " n«^of,* the Euxine sea, so called by way of eminence^ 
ii, 173. 

Populace, violent in tlieir resentments, but soon cooled) i, 92. 

Porthaon, father to Oeneus king of Calydon, iii, 373* 
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Porerty, trains up a hardy race, iii, 32^, A Goddess to whom no tem- 
ple is erected, ib. 340, Has certain advantages over wealth or noble 
birth, ib. 346. Productive of wisdom, ib. 385. 
JPraxitlieay wife of Erectheus, consents to sacrifice her daughter, iii 

353. 
Prtam, son of Laomedon, and king of Troy, sacrifices and consults 
the seers previous to tlie birth of Paris, iii, 324. Slain by *ti^eopto- 
lemus at the altar of Hercaean Jupiter, i, 4 j ii, 292, 310. 
JPrognCj daughter of Pandion king of Athens, and wife to Tereus a 
Tbractan king, mturdered her own son Itys, and was transformed into 
a swallow, iii, 221. 
Premetbeus, son of Japetus, one of tlie Titans, performed the obstetric 
part when Minerva was bom from the head of Jupiter, iii, 114. 
Formed men out of clay, and stole fire from Heaven to animate them, 
ib. 363, 405. Tydeus brandishing a torch compared to him, i, 
215. 
Prophets, their credit depends wholly on good fortune, ii, lao. Not to 

be relied on, iii, 41. 
Proserpine, daughter of Jupiter and Ceres, and married to Pluto, God of 

the infernal regions, i, 108 ; iii, 13, 73, 224. 
ProtesiUiuSf a Grecian chief, the first who leaped on the Trojan shore, 
and was immediately slain by Hector, i, 502. His widow, Laodamia, 
daughter of Acastus, resolves not to survive him, iii, 386. 
Proteus, king of ^gypt, considered by Mercury, who placed Helen ■, 

under his protection, as the most virtuous of mankind, iii, 5. Dies, 
and is succeeded by his son Theoclymenns, ib. 6. Interred at the 
gate of his palace, ib. 62. 
Psamatkc, one of the . daughters of Ncreus, married to Proteus, 

m, 3. 
Pylades, son to Strophius king of Phocis and Anaxibia, one of Pelops' 
daugliters, ii, 202. Not bom when Iphigenia was sacrificed, ib. 161. 
His friendship for his kinsman Orestes, whom he accompanies on his 
return to the Argive territory, iii, 248. Assists him in slaying JEgis- 
thus, ib. 287 ; and Clytemnestra, ib. 302. Banished from Phocis by 
his £ither, i, 96. Attends Orestes at his trial before the people of 
Argos, i, 104^107. He and Orestes defeat a niunerous body of 
Pluygiaii captives, Helen's attendants, i, 131. Affianced to Electra, 
i, 142. Lands with . Orestes in Tauric Scythia, ii, 162. They are 
seized by the Peasants, ib. 172. Brought to the teraple in order 
to be sacrificed, ib. 177. His life spared on condition of his carrying a 
letter to Orestes, ib. 185—195. Their escape, ib. 227—236. 
Pyios, a city in Messenia, subject to Nestor, ii, 80. 
PyrrfiKS, Sec Neoptolemus. 

Pythian viM^r at Athens, erected by the younger Pisistratns, ii, 62. 
Pythian Priestess, lays open the mystery of Ion's burth by producing the 

chest in which he had been exposed, iii, 162. 
Python, a serpent which infested mount Parnassus, slain by the shsSU 
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of Apollo, who was thence frequently called t^e Pythiani Gad, 
i, 169, ii, 225. 

Q. 

QuesHons, ought to be clear and distinct, ii^ 181 ; iii, 75. 



R. 

Ram, golden, introduced by Pan among the flocks of Atrens, iii, 281. 

Stolen from him by his wife ^rope, and borne into the stalls of Thy- 

estes, ib. 282. The dreadiiil consequences arising front this theft, ib. 

and i, 101. For an account of that Golden Ram, whose fleece was 

taken from .^tes by the Argonauts, see Phryxus, 
Becogrdtion of, Admetns and Alcestis, i, 445. Iphigenia and Orestes, ii, 

196 — 198. Menelans and the real Helen, iii, 35. Creusa and Ion, 

ib. 167. Orestes and Electra, ib. 272. 
Religion, invocation of, by the Chorus of Asiatic dames, foUowers of 

Bacchus, ii, 362. How introduced, iii, 388. 
Rhadamanthus, son of Jupiter and £uropa, and brother to Mtnoe, a judge 

in the infernal regions, ii, 427 ; iii, 386. 
Rhea, See Cybde, 
Rhesus, a Tlu^cian king, son to the rirer Strymon, and oae of the 

Muses, comes with his troops to the assistance of the Trojans, ii, 256* 

His boastful language, ib. 262. Slain by Diomede and Ulysses, ib« 

274, 279. 
Rkkan, a promontory of the Peloponesus, situated on the mouth of the 

Corinthian bay, iii, 174. 
Rich and Poor, of service to each other by living intermmgled, iii, 319. 

The same quantity of food will suffice for the one as the oflier, ifo 265. 
Riches, the source of human honours, i, 178. Make their owners cowards, 

i, 185. Their uses, iii, 265* Extolled in the strongest terms, ib* 

345> 380. 

S. 

Sacrifice of Polyxena, i, 24. Of Iphigenia, ii, 153. Of Macarn, it, 
492. 

Salamis, an island in the Saronian bay between Attica and 'the Pelopo- 
nesus, ii, 81, 324. A city named from thence, erected by Teucer 
in the isle of Cyprus, iii, 12. 

SalnumeuSy son of ^olus, impiously imitated the thunder of Jupiter, 
and was thereupon destroyed with a real thunderbolt, iii, 321. 

Sardis, the chief city of Lydia, situated at the foot of mount Tmohu^ 
ii, 365. 

Saypedon, king ofhyem, son of Jupiter and Europa, an ally of the Tro> 
jans, ii, 242. 
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Sar<mian bay, between Attica and Troezene, which was sitnated at the 
extremity of the Argive territories on the shore of the Peloponesus^ 
i, 318, 372, 374. Derived its name, according to Pausanias, from 
Saron, an antient king of Treezene, i, 327, 

Satum, deposes his father Onranus, iii, 214* His amour with Philira 
daughter of Oceanus, the mother of Chiron, ii, 104. 

SatundOy or daughter of Saturn. See Juno. 

Satyrs, obtain the timbrel from Cybele, otherwise called Rhea, the mo- 
ther of the Gods, ii, 352, 353. Followers of Bacchus, and sailing in 
quest of him, are driven to Sicily, ib. 413. llieir dance at the gate 
of Althaea, ib. 414. Welcome Ulysses on his coming to mount ^tna, 
ib. 416. Their accoimt of Sicily, ib. 417. Conspire with Ulysses to 
put out the eye of Polypheme, ib. 436. Their resolution fails them, ib» 
444, 445. Rejoice in their escape from the Cyclops, ib. 450, 

Scigan gate, at Troy, tlie wooden horse introduced through it, ii, 311. 

Scamander, a river near Troy, rising in mount Ida, and running into tiie 
Hellespont, ii, 292 ; iii, 124. 

SdroHf a robber slain by Theseus on the isthmus, and thrown into th* 
sea, whose bones were changed into rocks, i, 363 ; ii, 494 ; iii, 389. 

ScuJptwreSf on some of the Grecian ships, ii, 79, 80. 

Scylla, daughter to Phorcus son of Neptune, transformed into a rock be* 
tween Italy and Sicily, i, 309. 

ScyraSy an island in the ^gean sea, i, 451 ; ii, 295 ; iii, 390* 

Scythia, for the peninsula called Tauric Scythia, see TawnsJ 

ScyikumSf make war on Rhesus and the ThracianS| ii, 262. Their heads 
close shorn, ib. 333. 

Setttims of the year, their division, iii, 416. 

Sea^wateTf salutary effects of bathing in it, ii, 219. 

Secret, if communicated to one, soon spreads through a whole city, iii, 
360. 

SeerSy an ambitious and mischievous race, ii, 94. 

Self-lovey prevails over social, i, 253. Universal, iii, 364. 

Semekj daughter of Cadmus, and, by Jupiter, mother of Bacchus, her 
death, and tomb erected for her at Tlicbes, ii, 349. 

Sentence of the Areopagus against Orestes and Electi-a, i, 107. 

Sepia, a promontory in Thessaly, i, 508. 

Servant of Hyllus, brings Alcmena an account of his master's victory 
over Eurystfaeus, ii, 491. 

Servanis, faithful ones grieved at any evil fortune that befalls their lords, 
i, 251. Capable of the most generous sentiments, iii, 41. Inferior 
to freemen only in name, ib. 134, 370, 402. 

Seten Chiefs, attack the seven gates of Thebes, i, 195, 214. Repulsed 
and slain, ib. 217 — 231. Their bodies not permitted by Creon to be 
removed for interment, ii, 4. Fun^ eal rites performed for them by 
Theseus, ib. 40—58. 

Sluane, two kinds of, i, 335. An inactive GoJdess, iii, 108. Some- 
times needful, sometimes pernicious, ib. 355* Virtuous^ has left the 
world, and fled to Heaven, i, 269. 
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Shepfierd, comes to acquaint Hector with the arrival of Rhesus, ii, 254* 
Shicldy of Achilles, described, iii, fi66. Of Hector, Astyanax buried 

in il, ii, .3:-" - -:U1. 
ShicMs of tlie seven Chiefs who marched against Thebes, i, 165^ 

214—216. 

« 

Sh'f]}8, first constructed by Danaus, ii, 215. 

Sicily^ the island of, represented as barren while under the dominion of 

the Cyclops, i, 168 ; ii, 418. 
Skirmidis, dance of, peculiar to the Satyric fables, ii , 414, 
SidoHy the antieut metropolis of Pluenicia, ii, 354, 392. 
Silence^ one of the best feniale accomphshraents, ii, 475. A crown to 
tlie ^oojd man, iii; :V36. Among his superiors, becomes the wise man, 
ib. 319. Often the best reply, ib. 418. 
SUenuSj comrade of Bacchus, a prisoner in the den of Polypheme, ii, 
413. Obtains a cask of wine from Ulysses, ib. 420. Betra^^s Ulysse^ 
ib. 425 Excites Polypheme to intoxicate himself, ib. 439. 
SimoiSy a river flowing from mount Ida near Troy, ii, 108. 
SipyluSy an Asiatic city, the residence of Tantalus, which was swallowed 

up by an earthquake, i, 145 ; ii, 119. 
Si»yphu8, son of -flEoIus, iii, 321. Great uncle to Jason, i, 267. Why 
called the father of Ulysses, ii, 94. Punished in the infernal regions, 
iii, 224. A Fragment, ib. 388. 
Slander, the favourite topic of female conversation, i, 167. 
Slavery, one of tlie greatest miseries, i, 16; iii, 336. 
Slaces attached to their masters, disUked by their companions, iii, 3^2^. 
Sleep, a medicine for every disease, i, 70. Brother to Death^ and there* 

fore an ill-omened word, ii, 74. 
SoldierSf endure the toil of battle, though all the glory accrues to their 

general, i, 482. 
Solitude, extends her dominions over the cities and temples (^ the van* 

qnished, ii, 292. 
Sons, the pillars of their father's house, ii, 161. 
Sorcerers, the spirits of the dead raised or laid by them, i, 445. 
Surrmv, a severe but placable Goddess, i, 78. Doth not overpower 

the wise man, iii, 410. 
Souls of the dead, their immortality, i, 420. Return to their native 
Ether, ii, 27, 59. Retain an everiasting consciousness, ni, 55. Re- 
presented by the antient Poets as visible, i, 3, 4, 5 ; ii, 31. 
Sparta, the most powerful state in the Peloponesus, its inhabitants 
ferocious in their manners, ii, 12. Their treacherous disposition; i, 
471. A mountainous country, iii, 365. Its women rendered disso- 
lute by the manner in which they are bred up, i, 478. 
SJpeor of Pelops, with which he slew Oenomaus, carefully preserved in 

the palace of his descendants, ii, 198« 
Sphynx, a winged monster with the face of a vii-gin, sent by Pluto to 
harrass Thebes, i, 198. Destroyed by Oedipus, who solves its 
riddle^ i, 161, 244. 
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Sporade^f from c^n^, " to Bcatter,** several Grecian islands nvbich lie 

dispersed in the ^gean sea, ii, 275. 
Spurious children, hated by those who are legitimate, i, 363« Exposed 

to great calamities, i, 369. Their situation not happy, even though 

their fathers were Gods, iii, 116. The laws unfavourable to them, 

ib. 329. Odious only in name, but by nature in every respect equal 

to the legitimate, ib. 33'i, 356. 
Singe, its great extent at Athens, ii, 114. 
StarSy two, suj^NMed to be Hercules and Hebe, appear to lolaus, ii, 4£>4» 

Of Castorand Pollux, iii, 11. 
Staiue of Diana, descended from Heaven into her temple at Tauris, ii, 

163. Taken away by Orestes and Iphigenia, ii, 228. Directed by 

Minerva to be carried into Attica, ib. 1>34. 
Siep»mother, her enmity to her husband s ^children, i, 403 ^ iii, 124, 402* 
'Sthendus, son of Perseus and Andromeda, ii, 470. 
Stkenehu, son of Gapaneus and Evadne, ii, 79« 
SthewdbcBOj wife of Proetus, her unlawful passion for Bellerophon, iii, 

386. 
Strangen ought to conform to the manners of the country where they 

reside, i, 258. And not make to themselves enemies by entering 

into disputes, ii, 47. 
StrophxMy king of Phocis, and &ther of Pylades, banishes his son for 

assisting Orestes in the murder pf Clytemnestra, i, 96. 
Strymony a river dividing Thrace from Macedon, father of Rhesus, 

ii, 259. 
SvActdtt considered as a mark of cowardice^ iii, 237. Of conraee, ib* 

381, 411. Some modes of it peculmrly base, ib. 18. The ideas of 

tiie ancients on that subject at least equally chaste with those of the 

niodenn, i, 354. 
■Smtim of Helen, the oath by which they bound themselves to Tyndarus, 

ii, 70, 87. 
Su , Jocasta's address to, i, 159. Qrandfather of Medea, i, 267, 304, 

Called the God by way of eminence, i, 425. Drove his steeds back, 

to avoid beholding the banquet of Thyestes, i, 109, ii, 197^ 28?. 
SuiAvm, a promontory in the Atiicnian territories, ii, 428. 
SvLppliomt Argive matrons, entreat Theseus to obtain funereal rites for 

their sons slain at the sie£;e of Thebes, ii, 4. 
Swan, Jupiter, under tlie form of one, approachets Leda, i, 127 ; iii, 61. 

The truth of that history questioned, ii, 110. 
;Siran, its tendenics? to its decrepid parent, ii, 408. TOie sweetness of 

its voice, iii, 97. Its dying sOug, ii, 214 ; iii, 208. 
SjfleuSy son of Neptune, slain by Hercules at the cime that hero was re- 
duced to a state of servitude, iii, 390. 
Symplegades, so called from <rji and nxarmc, on account of their being 

so near as seemingly to dash against each other. See Cywuean 

Hocks, 
Syrensy daughters of the Earth, invoked by Uelen, iii, 1 2. 

Vol. ni. H H 
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Tananu, a promontory in the Spartan territories, ifg haven aficred 
to Neptune, ii, 4;^8. Its cavern the passage to the infernal re- 
gions, iii, 180^ 

Talaus, father to Adrastus khig of Argos, and Medsteos father of Cory- 
alus, ii, 79* 

Talthijbius, the herald of Agameranon* attends the sacrifice of Iphigti- 
nia, ii, 152* Informs Hecuba to what lords she and the other Trojan 
Qqitives are distributed, ib,300. Conducts Cassandra to Agamem- 
non, ib. 307. Acquaints Andromache with the determination Af the 
Greeks to throw her son Astyanax from the battlements of Troy, ib. 
53(>*324. Directs the body of Astyanax to be bnried in the shield of 
Hector, ib. 338. Orders Troy to be burnt down, ib. 343. Brings 
Hecuba an account of Polyxena*s sacrifice, i, ^9-^27, Favours the 
partisans of ^gisthus at Orestes' trial before the Argtve people, i, 
104. 

Tonos, a river which flows tlu-ough tlie Argive territories, iii, 364. 

Tantalus, son of Jupiter and Pluta wife of Tmolus a Lydian king, 
i, 144. Offends the Gods, who partook his banquet, by an mibridled 
tongue, i, 61. His murdering his son Pelops, and serving him np to his 

'' celestial guests mentioned by Menelaus, iii, 33* Bnt the truth of 
that history disbelieved by Iphigenia, ii, 175. Punished by a stone of 
enormous size perpetually hanging over his head, i, 61, 108. 

Taphians, inhabitants of three small islands in the Ionian sea, their for- 
tresses sacked by Amphitryon, iii, Idl. Commanded by Meges, join 
the Grecian fleet assembled at AuUs, ii, 81. 

Tauris, or Tauric Scythia, a peuinsula, formed by the ri^ Boristhenes, 
the Palus Masotis, and Euxine sea, the savage dispositSon of its inha- 
bitants, ii, 160, 175. 

Tears, must not be shed by the Gods, i, 382. Privileged in those of 
meaner stations, ii, 90. But unbecoming in an hero, iii, 53, 54, 237. 
Owing to joy as well as sorrow, ii, i98 ; iii, 210. Afford a pensive 
pleasure, iii, 340, 379. 

Telamon, son of ^cus, and king of the island of Salamis, ii, 324. 
Assists Hercules m takmg Troy, ib. 325. One of tlie heroes who as- 
sembled at the hunting of the Calydonian boar, Sii, 373. Father of 
Ajax, ii, 76. Banishes his son Teucer, iii, 7. 

TeUphus, kmg of Mysia, son of Hercules and Ange, was wounded 

by the spear of Achilles ; the Delphic oracle mformed him, that he 

could only be cured by the spear wluch gave the wound, in 

consequence of ^which he went disguised as a beggar to the Gre- 

- cian camp, iii, 391. 

TemenidcF^ or tlie children of Temenus, who was son to Phegcus 
king of Psophis an Arcadian city, according to Barnes and Apol- 
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lodorus; but Df. Mufigrare tUnks this firagment relates to the family 
of TemeDtis, son of Aristonaachus, mentioned by Pausanias, who ob- 
tained tbe kingdom of Argos, and gave his daughter Hymetiio in mar- 
riage to Deiphontes son of Antimachus; she wa^ destroyed by the 
▼iolence of her brother Phalcis attempting forcibly to take her from 
her husband, iii, 393. 

Temple of Minerva, at Troy, i, 45. Of Venus, erected by PhoBdra on 
the shore of Attica, ib. 318. Of Necessity, always closed, ib. 436. 
or Apollo at Delphi, ib. 499; iii, 91—176. Of Diana, in Tamic 
Scythia, ii, 16t. Of the Furies at Athens, ib. 205. Of Thetis, in 
Thessaly, i, 459. 

TetunSf son of Cygnus a Phrygian king, having rejected the incestuous 
advanees ci his mother-in-law Philomela, was by her accused to his 
father of attempting to violate his bed, and sentenced to banishment < 
be landed in the island Leucophrys, which from him received the 
name of Tenedos, iii, 393. 

Tent, erected by Ion to entertain the inliabitants of Delphi, iii, 149. 

TeueeTy son of Telaraon, banished from S^amis by his father, lands in 
JEgyjpt, iii, (5. Destined by Apollo to found a new Salamis in the isle 
of Cyprus, ib, 12. 

TewnessuSf a Bceotian mountain within siglit of Tliebcs, i, 214. 

Teuihrantiumy a city in Mysia, founded by Teuthras, who married Auge^ 
and adopted her son Telephu^, iii, 368. 

Thamyrisy son of Philammon, contended with the Muses in &ong, and 
was by them overcome and deprived of his eyes, ii, 285. 

Thasus, one of Agenor's sons, formed an establishment in an island near 
Thrace, from him named Thasos, iii, 403. 

nebe; daughter of Asopus, and wife of Zethus, i, 198. 

Thd>€8y the capital of Boeotia, its seven gates assaulted by the Argiv^ 
Cbie^ i, 214. Ordained to be sacked by their sons called the Epi- 
goni, ji,63. 

Thebesy a city in CiHcia, a country of Asia Minor, i, 451. 

ThemiSy cast forth from her oracle by Apollo, ii, 225. 

TheoclymenuSy son of Proteus, and king of JEgypt, the name derived 
from ^«;, ** God* and rx-jw, " to obey," on account of his great 
piety, iii, 3. Supposing Menelaus to be dead, he solicits Helen to 
marry him, ib. 6. Is deceived by the sti^tagems of her and Menelaus, 
iii, 62—84. 

Theonoey daughter of Proteus king of -^gypt, the name derived from 
i&wf, ** God," and, yojw, " to understjmd ;" her prophetic skill, iii, 4. 
Favours the escape of Helen, ib. 55, 56. Her life threatened by her 
brother Theoclyraenus, but saved by the interposition of Castor aotl 
PoHux, ib. 86— 88. 

Therapney a Spartan city, ii, 299. 

Theritpney a town in Bceotia, between Thebes and the river Asopus, ii, 
393. 

Hh2 
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TherinuuhuM, the elder son of Hercules and Megara, iii, 197* Slain by 
his distracted father, ib. 220. 

TheseuSy king of Athens^ son of iEgeos and ^thra, the killing the robber 
Periphetes his earliest exploit, ii, 37. He then kills the Sow of Cro- 
myon, ib. 18. On the entreaties of Adrastus and tiie Argive matrons, 
supported by those of his mother, he sends to Creon to demand the 
bodies of the seven Chiefs slain at the siege of Thebes, ib. 21. His 
speech against kingly government, ib. 28. He defeats Creon, ib. 38« 
And brings the bodies to Eleusiue, ib. 40. Marries Hippolyta the 
Amazonian captive, by whom he has a son named Hippolytos, i, 317 ; 
and, after her u<.ath, Phaedra daughter to Minos king of Crete, i, 318. 
Having slain t!-c sons of Pallas, he retires for a year ftt>m Athens to 
Troezene to expiate his guilt, ib. Returning from tiie,oracle at Del- 
phi, he finds Phaedra dead, i, 356. Deceived by a letter she left, he 
prc^s to Neptune to destroy Hippolytus, i, 359. His imprecation ful- 
filled, i, 375. Laments Ids rashness, on being assured by Diana that 
his son was innocent, i, 379. Consoles Hercules after the frenzy which 
impelled him to kill his wife and children, iii, 235. Theseus, a Frag- 
ment^ ib. 357. 

The^rotiaf a district of Epirus, near the oracle of Jupiter at Dodona, 

i,209. 

ThessalianSf famous for their stratagems in vvar, i, 228. Inured to live 
under kingly government, ib. 472. Expert in horsemanship, and the 
dissection of victims, iii, 286. 

Tliestius^ father of Leda and Altheea, ii, 69 ; iii, lly 374. 

Thdisy daughter of Nereus, married to Peleus, and their nuptials atten- 
ded by the Gods, ii, 124. Consoles Peleus for the deaths of their son 
Achilles and grandson Neoptolemus, i, 505— '508. Her temple, be- 
tween Phthia and Pharsalia in Thessaly, ib. 452^ 

7%oas, king of Tauric Scythia, the name derived from ^oof, " swift/* ii, 
160. Commands Orestes and Pylades to be sacrificed, ib. 172. De- 
luded by them and Iphigenia, ib. 216—228. Commanded by Minerva 
to desist from pursuing them, and to release the other Grecian cap- 
tives, ib, 234. 

Tfurace overspread with snow, i, 5. Its magic tablets, ib. 436. Poly- 
gamy frequent there, ib, 461. Abounds with silver mines, ii, 287. 
Infested by the Scytliians, ib. 262. 

Thronium, a city of Locris, ii, 79. 

ThyesteSy son of Pelops, and brother of Atreus, iii, 358. Seducei 
^rope his brother's wife, and obtains the golden ram, ib. 281. 
His children murdered by Atreus, and placed before him at a 
banquet, i, 61. 

lliymhm, a temple of Apollo near Troy, situated where the river Thym- 
brius flows into the Scaniander, ii, 265. 

Thyrsus, a wand bound with ivy, borne by the votaries of Bacchus, ii, 
350. Used by them in battle, ib. 379. 

Tigas, harnessed to tlie chariot of Bacchus, ii, 371. 
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Ttmbrely account of its inYention, ii, 352. 

Timey holds up his mirror, and exposes the \dcked, i, 336. »Son of Sa- 
turn, ii, 495. Springs from no father, iii, 344, 38 1« Sees all things, 
ib. 372. The Heavens his workmanship, ib. 389. 

Ttreario*, a soothsayer of Thebes, who lost his sight by deciding a 
dispute between Jupiter and Juno in favour of the former, who 
rewarded him with the gift of prophecy; he and Cadraus join tiM 
orgies of Bacchus, ii, 354. Reproves the impiety of Pentheus, ib. 
353. Directs Creon to sacrifice his son Menxceus, i, 205. His 
death, i, 203. 

Tirywthiansy the Argives so called from Tiryns a Peloponesian city neav 
Argos, ii, 460. 

Tl^oiM,. giants, sons of the Earth, who warred against Jupiter and tha 
Gods, i, 21* 

TUhomuy sou of Laomedon king of Troy, beloved by Aurora, ii, 
326. 

TfRo/iM, a Phrygian mountain on the confines of kydia, ii, 351. 

74Mm6, of Achilles, Polyxena sacrificed there, i, 24. Of Clytemnestniy 

' offerings sent thither from Helen, i^ 66. Of Zethus, near Thebes, i, 
165. Of Niobe*s daughters, near Thebes, i, 166. 'Of Samele, in 
Thebes, ii, 349. Of Proteus, at the entrance of bis palaoe in tiia 
isle of Pharos, iii, 62. Of Agamemnon, visited by Orestes, ib. 268* 
Of Amphion, near Thebes, ii, 35. 

Twchy antieutly kindled as the signal for an engagement, i, 227 ; iii, 281. 
Also at marriages, i, 172 ; ii, 106 y vi, 40. Paris compared to one, 
ib. 13, 323, 324. 

Trachis, a city of Thessaly, built by Hercules, ii, 461. 

J^ragedies, the names of which are unknown, fragments of, iii, 403. 

Treasures of Apollo's temple at Delphi, i, 499; ii, 226. 

Triglfffks, in the frize of Doric pillars, a space left between tliem eipial 
to their height, ii, 164. 

TrUvn, a lake in Africa, where Minerva first appeared, tii, 135* 

TrkAay daughter of Ceres, the patroness of public roads, iii, 146. 

Trtezene, a city in the Argive territories, founded by Trcezen son 
of "Pelops, i, 147. Theseus ictires thither for one year, to expiate 
the murder of the sons of Pallas by voluntary exile, i, 318. Its sa- 
cred lake, i, 327. , 

Tr*tphies, devoted to the Gods, i, 184. Hupg up in temples, ii, 162, 
250 ; iii, 245. 

Tnfj^mu^ cave at Lebadia, a town near the river Cephisus in Boeotia, 

iii, 104. 

Troyy the capital city of Phrygia in the lesser Asia, built by Neptune and 
Apollo, ii, 291. First taken by Hercules and Telamon, ib. 325- 
Afterwards by the confederate Grecian troops commanded by Aga- 
inemnon, i, 40; ii, 311. Burnt down by the victors, i, 37 ; ii, 344. 

Trumpet, blown as a signal for battle, i, 227, ii, 288, 49«. 

Tydeus, sott of Oeneus, and father of Dioraede, exiled from Calydon 
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for having involnntarily slaia his own brotfaef Menriipims, n, 10; 

iii, 3TT. Plies . to Argos, Kfhere he fights iwith Polymces, on 

vhidi Adrastus gives one of his danghters to him in marriage, i, 

177. One of the seven Chiefs Mrho marched against Thebes, i, 164. 

Attacks the Homolsean gate, i, 215. The encomium bestowed on 

him after lus death by Adrastns, ii, 47. 
Tyndarus, king of Sparta, father of Clytemnestra and Hden, i, 95. Tlie 

oath imposed by him on Helen's suitors, ii, 70. Reproaches Orestes 

i, 84. Stirs up the citizens of Argos against Orestes, ib. 89, 106. His 

family much respected in Greece, ii, 123. 
TypliMm, monsters of a triple form, slain by Hercules, iu, 234. 
Tyre, an island near the coast of I^oenicia, joined to the continent by 

Alexander the Great, i, 168. 



U and V, 

Vems, two Goddesses of that name, iii, 59. Her vengetAoe 
qgamst Hippolytus, i, 317. Against lole and Dirce, ib. 343* 
A mild Goddess, ib. 428. Her contest with Juno and Minerva, 
ii, 136. Obtains the golden apple from Paris, i,28, 46^. On whom 
•he bestows Helen, ii, 75. W^es to fmstratc the retora of the real 
Helen from ^Igypt, iii, 50. Her power absohite and univeisal, i,337, 
^7; ni,404. 

yett€i, Aloestis' pn^^car to her, i, 397. Earth invoked by that oanie, m, 
417. 

Victory, address to, i, 143, «45 ; ii, 237. 

VimUctKUwi, an Argive warrior's, of Orestes, for killing kis Mother, 
i, 106. Of the female sex against the calumnies of men, i, f66 ; 
iii, 148. Hippefytus's of himself, from the accusation in FhaeihBfs 
letter, i, 364. Pheres's, of himself, for not dying for his ton, 
ib. 422. Andromache's, of herself, agaiast Hermione, ib, 460* 
Theseus*s, of himself, against the Herald of Creon, ii, 26. RbeMtt's, 
of himself, in answer to Hector, ib. 862. The retd Helen's, ef 
herself, iii, 4, 37, 52. Minerva's, of Apollo's conduct in regard 
<o Ion, lb. 173. Amphitryon's, of Hercules' courage, in reply to 
Lycus, ib. 186. 

Virgin, one claimed by the oracle as a sacrifice to CeMs, ii, 472» 

Virtue, the greatest of human blessings, iii, 405. Transmitted from 
parents to their diildren, i, 17. Remains onchanged when fimty 
rooted in the breast by education, ii, 96. Flourishes when the bo(fy is 
•0 morey iii, 393. 

tl^lyssesy king of Ithaca, one (tf the confederate Grecian chiefs, ij,77. 
Called the son of Sysiphus, ib. 94, 141, 416. The bringing ^hi- 
genia to Aulis, bis stratagem, ib. 160. He and Diomede kill 
Dolon, ib. 270; and Rhesus, ib. 273. Obtains Hecuba by lot for 
hi» capUve, ib. 302. Persuades the Greeks to sacrMice Podyxefla, 
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i, 8. Comes to conduct her to the altar, ib. 1 1. Reproached by He- 
cuba for bis ingratitude^ ib. 1^. Lands in Sicily, ii, 416. Puts out 
the eye of Polypheme, ib. 446. His tedious wanderings in his return 
from Troy, ib 182 ; 308. 

Unity oi^ time grossly violated in the Suppliant*, ii, 34. 

Vulcan, forges the armour of Achilles, ii, 126 ; in, 266, Mount Xt09 
sacred to him, ii, 299, 443. 



IV^r, SAnt by Jove to rid the world of its unrighteous swarms, ij 141 ; 
iii, 5. Would be more gtudiously avoided were the slaughter attend* 
ing it present to men*s eyes, ii, 25. A most striking instance of hu- 
man frenzy, iii, 61, 62. 

WeaJthf of Asiatic kings, celebrated, iii, 206. But a mere name, i, 183. 
The consolation it affords, iii, 346. Takes away all temptations to 
dishonesty, bnt is frequently attended with pride and folly, ib. 399, 
340. 

Weapons oi Hercules, ii, 38 note; iji, 185, 238. 

Widows, theh- second mairiages censured, ii, 318. 

Wife, the happiness of him who obtains a good one, i, 411 ; iii, 376^ 
402, 409. The wretchedness of him who has a bad one, i, 88^ 
Ought not to be chosen merely with a view to her wealth of 
rank, iii, '-29% 371. 

Witnesses, when they contradict each other, how to find out the trfith, 
iii, 400. 

Wolfs hide, used by Dolon for a disguise, ii, 252. ' 

Women, the disadvantages they labour under, i, 259 ; iii, 370. Invec- 
tives agamst, i,52, 274, 347 ; iii, 320, 345, 4u9. Vindication of, i, 268; 
iii, 147, 148. Some of them capable of engaging in abstruse studies, 

. i, 297, 298. Given as prizes at tiie games, ib. 438. Skiliu> in framing 
stratagems, ib. 454. Steadfast in the cause of their sex, ii, 212; iii, 
327. Instances of their courage, i, 40. Kcproached for their adul- 
teries, while men are uncensured, iii^ 296. The watching them inef^ 
fectual, iii, 421. 

Wooden horse, constructed by Epeus, ii, 291. Dragged into Troy 
through the Scaean gate, ib. 311, 312. The Grecian warriors issu* 
forth from it, and make great havoc through the city, ib. 3i3. 



X. 

Xuthus, son of iEolus, ii, 93, 134. Marries Crensa, heiress to the Atiie- 
nian throne, ib. Having no children comes to consult the oracle of 
Apollo at Delphi, iii, 96. Receives Ion for his son, ib. 117. Tiie 
children to be bom of him and Creusa, ib. 174. 
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Y. 



y'oung men thirst after glory and promote imrighteous wan^iiy 14. Mad6 

contemptible tlirougb effeminacy, iii^ 408* 
Youthy its advantages, iii^ ttOOy S07* 



Z. 

Zagreus, a name of Bacchus, ii, 393 ; iii, 368* 

Zethua'f son of Jupiter and Antiope, the name derived from f>/7ct', 
** to seek,** iii, 337. He and Ampliion expel Lycus, and become 
kings of Thebes, ib. 180, Described as riding on milk-white iteeds^ 
i; 186. 



THE END. 
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